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PusrLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
TiTHEBARN STREET, BURY.
June, 1942,

To the Chairman and Members of the Education Committee,
County Borough of Bury,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting the Annual School Medical
Report for 1941, and in this preface are mentioned some features
worthy of note.

1. The number of children in elementary schools medically
examined at routine inspections was 2,277 in the vear under
review. Special medical inspections and re-inspections to the
number of 8,355 were undertaken during the vear. This latter
number is the largest since the inception of the School Medical
Service in this town.

At special medical inspections and re-inspections school
children who have defects and are ailing in any way are medically
examined and recommendations as to appropriate treatments are
made. At ordinary routine medical inspections a large number of
healthy children are found.

The School Medical Service was therefore concentrated more
on special inspections and re-inspections on children who had
defects and were ailing, and this is of more value than the ordinary
routine medical inspections.

2. Uncleanliness associated with verminous conditions
amongst children have been brought before the public throughout
the country by the press.

School Nurses in Bury have increased their attention to work
entailed in this direction during the vear under review. Out of
16,484 children examined by the School Nurses sixty-two were
found to be grossly unclean and verminous.  This number was’
almost double those of former years. Seventeen children were
cleansed under the provisions of the Education Act, 1921, during
the year, and legal proceedings were taken against five families
concerning uncleanliness and verminous conditions found.

If the style of wearing short hair was again introduced it
would help to materially decrease the number of children found
Verminous.
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3. Scabies has been another topic discussed in the press and
by the public.

In 1941 fifty cases of scabies were found amongst Bury school
children.  This represents (.83 per cent. infected of the school
population. In 1940, 1939, 1938, 1937, 1956, and 1935 the
percentages were (L2 per cent., 0.7 per cent., 0.6 per cent.,
1,05 per cent., (L37 per cent., and (.55 per cent., respectively, found
amongst the Bury school children to be infected with scabies.

The number of cases of scabies then found in 1941 was-not a
great one. It will be noted that -a higher percentage of school
children were infected in 1937 than during any of the other six
vears mentioned.

Cases of Scabies were treated at the School Clinic during
the vear under review, and at present are being treated at Clerke
Street First Aid Post.

The Ministry of Health Circular 2517 dated the 14th Novem-
ber, 1941, outlined new powers granted to Local Authorities to
bring about the examination of all members of a household (and
persons resident in such places as common lodging-houses, hostels,
ete.) from among whom, persons suffering from scabies, or in a
verminous condition, have come, and to secure the necessary treat-
ment of all persons who are found to require it as a result of such
examination, and to eradicate sources of re-infestation by cleans-
ing, or destruction, of verminous articles found on inspected
premises.

In general, action has been taken by the School Medical
Department and the Public Health Department on the lines indi-
cated in the circular.

In the preface to the 1939 Annual School Medical Report it
was sugwested that Local Authorities be given powers of the
description outlined in the Ministry Circular.

4. The state of the nutrition of the Bury school children
during 1941 has received close attention.

As a result of medical inspections it was found that during
the vear 93 per cent. of the children inspected were of normal
nutrition, as against 84 per cent, in 1940, 74 per cent. in 193¢,
70 per cent. in 1988, and 81 per cent. in 1937.

Only 0.27 were of poor nutrition of those inspected in 1941,
as compared with 1.47 per cent., (L35 per cent., 0.92 per cent, and
(.G per cent. in 1940, 1939, 1958 and 137 respectively.
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Of the other findings in 1941, 1 per cent. were of excellent
nutrition, 5 per cent. were of slightly sub-normal nutrition. These
latter percentages compare very favourably with those obtained
in former years.

Generally speaking, then, the nutrition of Bury school children
was much improved in 1941,

A new cooking centre has now been established at Moorgate
and school feeding centres at Elton School, Bircle School, and
Bell School, and additional centres at other schools are to he
established. This is a step in the right direction.

At the feeding centres, school children are provided with a
nutritious meal which is hot, appetising, and varies from day to
day.

5. The incidence of infectious diseases amongst the school
population has been low in the year under review, apart from
slight epidemics of measles and whooping cough in March and
April.

The number of cases of Scarlet Fever notified in 1941 was 29,
as against 21 in 1940: 56 in 1939; 99 in 1938; 57 in 1937 ; 87 in
1936 ; and in 1935 was 205,

Diphtheria cases notified in 1941 were 18, and the number
notified in 1940 was 8; in 1931, 68; in 1938, 107; in 1937, 75; in
1936, 150; and in 1935 was 101.

Up to date 2,613 school children have been immunised against
diphtheria. This represents 43.5 per cent. of the school popula-
tion who have been protected against the disease.

There were no cases of tuberculosis found amongst the Bury
school children during 1941,

fi. The Artificial Sunlight Therapy Clinic continued during
the vear to henefit cases of general debiliy, bronchitis, bronchial
catarrh, ansemia, skin diseases and rickets found among the school
children and recommended to attend the clinic.

In all 2,440 attendances were made by the children selected
for this mode of therapy in 1941.

Almost without exception all the children benefited not only
as to the specific ailment, but as to their general health,

The mothers of the children have expressed their gratitude
at the improvement in health of the cases so treated.



7. At the Secondary Schools 506 scholars were medically
inspected during the vear.

Few delects were found amongst the scholars ; the chief ones
were defective vision, enlarged tonsils, and poor posture.

In surveving the nutrition of the secondary school children it
was lound that approximately 89 per cent. were of normal nutri-
tion, 7 per cent, were of excellent nutrition, 3 per cent. were of
slightly subnormal nutrition, and none were of poor nutrition.

The approximate percentages for normal nutrition in the yvears
1940, 1930, 1938, 1937, 1936 and 1935 were 77 per cent., 67 per
cent,, 65 per cent,, 57 per cent., 51 per cent., and 64 per cent.,
respectively.

The approximate percentages for poor nutrition for the same
vears, in the same order, were nil, 0.4 per cent., 1 per cent., 0.7
per cent., (.3 per cent. and 1 per cent., respectively.

8. Other leatures contained in the Report are as follows :—

The number of cases (429) of skin diseases found amongst
Burv school children was about the average found in former
vears, and there were as before few cases (7) of ringworm.

External eve diseases (76) were less than formerly,

The number of cases -(40) of ear disease and defective hearing
remained about the same.

At the Minor Ailments Clinie the attendances were 4. 464 in
1941, as compared with 3,692 attendances in 1940,

About the average number of children (435) were submitted
for refraction at the Ophthalmic Clinic.

Only five new cases of crippling defects were dealt with at
the Orthopaedic Centre.  Thirtv-eight cases of minor orthopaedic
defects made 764 visits for treatment at the Remedial Exercises
Clinic at The Wylde, .

Dealing with the dental inspections and treatments, 3,799
children were inspected at routine and special inspections by the
Dental Surgeon, 1,741 fillings and 3,860 extractions were made
during the year.

To parents and guardians who have had the cood sense to
have the children under their care immunised against diphtheria,
I think this Committee owe thanks. .Cl‘lppiin;}" by the disease
is always a matter of regret and a fatality deplorable.
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If all school children were immunised against this disease,
which is mainly spread by contact with school children, and the
majority of children of tender yvears were so protected, diphtheria
would become very rare indeed.

There appears to be a belief that immunisation is somewhat
similar to vaccination.

It differs in that there is no painful scabbing; at no time
does the child become the least upset in health, and there is no
scarring left.

[ would urge parents and guardians who have not made
available to the children under their care this simple and harmless
treatment, to think well about the matter, or if they have omitted
to consider it, 10 do so now, without delay, and to ask themselves
whether by withholding immumisation they are acting in
the best interests of the children.under their care, and of
other children, especially those of vounger years, who come in
contact with the child.

As in most other things it avails nothing to be sorry after a
-atastrophe has happened, which could have been prevented by
easy means with very little trouble.

Parents and guardians can enquire about diphtheria immuni-
sation at the Wylde Clinic and at the Public Health Offices,

Children are immunised at the school clinic, and appointments
can be made on almost any morning.

Although 2,613 school children have been immunised in Bury,
diphtheria will not be absent from this area until all school children
and the majority of pre-school children are immunised.

Compared with American towns, where practically every
child has been immunised, and where as a result diphtheria has
been completely prevented, our achievement has been a puny one.

The chief reasons why most children have not been immun-
ised here has been the apathy of some parents, especially parents
of voung children.

Parents who have had their children immumsed have the
satisfaction of knowing that the children are protected against
a crippling and often fatal disease.

As the school children have been subjected to war conditions
since September, 1939, a comparison of a full year under such
conditions with previous pre-war vears is not only interesting but

NECESSATY.



The number of grossly unclean and verminous children found
in 1941, although not large, was increased in comparison with
[ormer pre-war vears.

Cases of scabies were comparatively few in number and were
less than in some years of peace time.

The nutrition of the school children showed a big improve-
ment in 1941 when compared with all other years in which surveys
for nutrition were carried out. Cases ol poor nutrition were very
[ew, whilst the figure for normal nutrition was the best obtained
so far.

A low incidence of cases of diphtheria and scarlet fever,
diseases chiefly affecting children, was found in 1941, and in fact
there have heen remarkably few cases of other diseases in war
years as compared with pre-war years. :

The number of cases of skin diseases, ear diseases, and
defective hearing cases for refraction remaining about the same
in the year under review as in former years. External eve
diseases are fewer. About the same number of cases of bronchitis
were found.

The important work carried out by the School Nurses of
following up cases of children found suffering from some disease
or defect, to ensure that appropriate treatment was given, was
pursued with great zeal and with good effects during 1941,

There has been the closest co-operation between the School
Medical Service and the service of the Public Health Department.

| take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to Dr.
Mackinnon, Dr. Ratcliffe, Mr. Jackson, the School Nurses and
the clerical staft of the School Medical and Health Departments
for the assistance they have given in the important work of the
school medical department. | also wish to thank the Director of
Education and his staff and the Head Teachers of the various
schools for the help given to me, whilst 1 wish to make special
mention of the very useful work carried out by Mrs. Rainey,
Inspector of the N.S.P.C.C.

[ wish to thank vou, ladies and gentlemen, for the courtesy
and consideration vou have given me during the vear under
review.

[ have the honour to be,

Your obedient servant,

G. M. DAVIDSON I.UHH.-"LN_ M:B.. Ch B, D:P.H..
School Medical Officer.

SN Y R S - —

PR
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REVIEW OF THE FACTS DISCLOSED BY MEDICAL
INSPECTION.

Tonsils and Adenoids.—During the vear 58 (3, E¥) children
were found to be suffering [rom enlarged tonsils requiring treat-
ment, while 148 were suffering from enlargement without evidence
of ill-effect, and were referred for observation. Eight (2, E¥)
children were relerred for treatment and 7 for observation for
adenoids, while the figure for children suffering from hoth con-
ditions together was 20 requiring treatment and 7 observation.
“In addition 29 (1, E*) children were referred for treatment for

other defects of the nose and throat.

Comparative figures for the previous four years are :—

Enlarged Tonsils: 1937. 1934, 1939, 1940,
Children requiring treatment ... ... ... 128 ... 177 ... 45 .. 4l
Children referred for observation... ... 111 ... 166 ... 83 .. B

Adenoids :

Children requiring treatment ... ... ... ) e s s Gt 1
Children referred for observation... ... 34 ... 12 .. d .. -

Enlarged Tonszils and Adenoids:

Children requiring treatment ... ... ... 41 ... 24 .. 48 .. 25
Children referred for observation... ... — ... — .. — .. 1

Other defects of nose and throat:

Children requiring treatment or
Ao T e e e L e U T

Tuberculosis.—No cases of suspected Pulmonary Tubercu-
losis were discovered.

Bronchitis.—Eighty-six (2, E*) cases of Bronchitis were dis-
covered during the year and 49 were referred for treatment and 37
for observation. Most of the children notified on Form 40a D
suffered from Bronchitis. Many other cases found were not suffi-
ciently severe to be notified, but they required Ultra Violet Light
treatment—from which much benefit was derived.

The number of cases of Bronchitis discovered and referred
for treatment in previous years was :—1937, 44 ; 1938, 89; 1939,

71; 1940, 65.

* Includes Evacuees.
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Skin.

(]

Disease found were :—

Ringworm, Scalp

Ringworm, Body

Scabies

Lnapefimont i i e mn et

Other Skin Diseases f'\un -Tuberculous).

The figures for previous years are :—

Ringworm, Scalp: 1937.
la) Beferred for treatment... ... ... .., 2
ib) Referred for observation only ... ... —

Ringworm, Body:

(a) Referred for treatment... ... ... ... 3
i) Referred for observation only ... ... —

Scabies :

(a) Referred for treatment... ... ... ... 88

i) Referred for observation uuh e e —
Impetigo:

(a) Referred for treatment... ... ... ... 88

(b) Referred for observation only ... .. —
Other Skin Diseases (non-Tuberculous) :

(a) Referred for treatment... ... R
(b) Referred for observation only ... ... 19

346 (

1988,

2

| &

pa 4 1|

i

A number of cases of Skin Disease were discovered
during the Routine Inspections, and many more were sent as

specials '’ to the clinic for treatment. Among the cases of Skin

(a) i)
Referred for Reterred for
Treatment Observation only

T e e —

50 (1, E¥)... 1
83 (10, E¥).. 2

w8 ) B

O35, 1940,
i
M
45 T_ﬂ

260 ... 290
14 .o A

External Eye Disease.—81 cases of external eve disease were

found during the vear, 76 of which were referred for treatment.

The Tollowing table shows the nature of these cases :—

(a) ()

Referred for Referred for

Treatment, Observation only
Blepharitis: oo ot s ol S8 e o 1
[.'ullj;l_il'l.l"iivi'lis R e sy e e oy o 1
Corneal Opacities ... ... ... — coseemmizesassm- —
e R L 1 P A LT = e 8 3
T L L B LS e e i —

# Includes Evacnees,

CEEEY B S S ST
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The figures for previous years are :—

Blepharitis: 1937 1938, 1939 1940,
(a) Referred for treatment... ... ... ... 2¢ .. 47 .. &1 .. s
(b)) Baferred for ObECrvalion. .. ..\ i v == ve. = e e 1

Conjunctivitis :

(a) Referred for treatment... ... ... ... 19 i R LR T |
tRISReierred for ahshrvalion & o i e e eiie e T

Corneal Opacities:

L) R afarted SOr EreatmenE ... o, o B R S 2
(iR etereed For observation:. . .0 o L 2 n —

Other:

(a) Referred for treatment... ... .. ... 26 ... 74 ... 58 .. &3
(b) Referred for observation ... ... S R TR 4 :

Defective Vision and Squint.—435 (12, E*) cases of defective
vision and squint were found.  Of these 808 were cases of defective
vision and 67 cases of squint. 391 were referred for treatment
and 44 for observation only.

Previous figures are :—
1937. 1938. 1959, 1940

Cases of defective vision and squint found... ... 381 546 608 505
Cases of defective vision and squint referred for
treatment ... ... ... 13 v B ) 523 553 454
Cases of defective vision :mu:l ﬁqulnt referred for
] 12T 0T D) 1T e e ST SRR aL S SR R 23 ] 5l

Ear Diseases and Hearing.—Ten children were [ound to be
suffering from defective hearing, and 36 (4, E¥*) from other ear
diseases. Children who have been treated at the clinic are called
up subsequently from time to time, in order that any recurrence
may be detected.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION. SCHOOL CHILDREN.

The position at the end of 1941 with regard to the immunisa-
tion of school children was that 2,618 children of school age were
immunised against diphtheria. Of the children fully immunised
none contracted diphtheria. Partial immunisation mitigated the
effects of the disease and probably staved off fatal consequences in
the few cases of partially immunised children who contracted the
disease.

* Includes Evacuees.
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‘““ FOLLOWING UP.”

Medical Inspection is obviously of very little use unless those
children who are found to be suffering from some disease or defect
are '* followed up "' in order to ensure that the necessary treatment
is obtained.

During the vear the School Nurses have carried out the
following visits, ctc. i—- '

Number of visits to school departments in connection

with medical inspection .. oo s Lo i v s 453
Number of wvisits to schools to examine children for

Aleanbiness ot e Lt L S i U e 377
Number of visits and re-visits to homes 204

e examinations for cleanliness ... ... ... ... 16,434

MEDICAL TREATMENT.

Minor Ailments.—A Clinic for the treatment of Minor
Ailments is held at The Wylde. The accommodation consists of
waiting room, dressing room, consulting reom, and nurses’ room.

The Clinic is open six davs a week during school terms.
Children attend from 9 to 10 a.m., when they are seen by the
Medical Officer. They are either treated or referred to their own
doctor in the case of children having a regular medical attendant.

A child may attend other clinics such as the Sunlight,
Immunisation, Remedial Exercises Clinic, etc. The record of its
attendances at all Clinics and the results obtained are placed on a
key card, which gives a complete clinical medical history of each
school child.

The number of children attending the Minor Ailments Clinic
during the year 1941 is shown in the following table :—

Numwmber of children attending from 10 ... ... .. ... ... 199 (5 E¥]
discharged during 190 ... ... ...... 1,143 (101 E*)
e i still attending at end of 1M1 . ... T (2 Em
fresh clhildren who attended during 1941 ... 1.100 (98 I1i#)

1 bE

. At eI AR H o S e, A oy s 4. 464 (297 EF)
Chinlcoapen = Deomsetn U R ainsiin s e nf e pnis e B
Average attendanece per child ... ... ... e e v e e 268
Average daily atenmdinee ... e ieoes e meriene eseaem LY

In addition to the above, 481 (12,.E*) children attended on
three or four successive davs for mydriatic application before
seeing the School Oculist for purpose of refraction. This repre-
sents 1,684 attendances which are not included in the total attend-

ances in the previous table.

# Ineludes Evacuees,

N e S S e g e Tt e i e s bttt ot i e o
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Comparative figures for previous years are as [ollows :—
1937. 1938, 1939, 1940.
Number of fresh children whoe attended Clinic 1,015 1,178 8af 916

MNumber of attendances ... . v e e B ITE O HRRO BIB23. 3690
Average attendance per child . e e s 4.2 3.0  3.66
Average daily attepdance ... ... ... ... .. ... 188 18.3 1.1 12.35
Children attending for my driatic dlhph:allun 381 456 478 423

Altogether 672 (52, E¥) parents were seen at the Clinic during
the course of the year. This was largely in connection with
defects found in the course of Médical [nspection,

Much prolonged treatment is caused by some children ceasing
to attend the Clinic before being cured, and then relapsing and
coming back in as bad a state as they were at the commencement
of their treatment.

Tonsils and Adenoids.—Many of the cases requiring operative
interference are treated by general practitioners. New arrange-
ments came into force during 1930 with the Board of the Bury
Infirmary under which certain cases are treated at that Institution.
No charge is made by the Board to the Education Committee, and
correspondingly no charge is made by the Education Committee
to parents of children treated. The Local Authority makes an
annual grant to the Infirmary in connection with this scheme.

The following: table contains particulars of the cases treated
during the last five vears:—

1937. 1938. 1930. 1940, 1941.
Total number of cases receiving some

form of treatment ... ... ... 0 LR (1 SO LT B i b T el
Number of cases re:enmg ::erJLHE

treatment under the local

Authority’s Scheme ... ... il 21 29 1T 18 (83 EF)

Number of cases receiving uperﬂtne

treatment by private practitioner
o otherwase o0 oo it o Bb 74 86 35 80 (2 E¥)

Tuberculosis.—The [ollowing table shows the number of cases

of definite Tuberculosis which have received Institutional treatment

during the year :—
At Liverpool Open-Air Hospital for Children, Leasowe:

Mo. Total No. of Days

B e i 1 b Rl ol 425
el s L st 349

At bhmp&hlrL UIIIIL]P(L{'IIL HU‘:I_'J-ltdl Oswestry
By e e s e e T 28
e e el e L s 4

At Bury Infirmary :
BaYE T e i weia e e e il
AT e e e e e R R T I T

* Tncludes Evacuees.
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Skin Disease.—The majority of the cases of Skin Disease
occurring  among  school children were treated at the Minor
Ailments Clinic.

Exiernal Eye Disease and Vision.
Disease are now relerred to the Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Local

All cases ol External Eye

Authority at the School Ophthalmic Clinic.  The majority of
children suffering from defective vision are also examined by the
Ophthalmic Surgeon.
The followmyg table gives particulars of the children treated
during the past five years:—
1937. 1988. 1939. 1040, 1941,
No, of children sulimitted to refraction 381 150G (30 423 435 (12 E)

T already provided with
sunitable spectacles.. 90 i9 74 a9 64
¥ " not requiring spectacles 43 58 5l 9 M
' i for whom spectacles
were prescribed ... 248 349 355 285 327 (9 E¥)
" " who had obtained the

'I'IEI.'E'?'-HJI.I":\' 51‘]&1'[1“"{"‘.‘-
by the end of the
VEAY ... oo oo S48 E54 815 266 244 (6 EY)
[n cases where the parent cannot afford to pay for glasses the
Education Committee pay the cost wholly or in part. The number
of cases in which such assistance was rendered during 1941 was
12 (5, E*). In each instance spectacles were provided free.
Some pEIII'["HIH are still too dilatory in obtaining spectacles,
and even when they do obtain them they do not insist on the
child wearing them.

Ear Disease and Hearing.—No special treatment is provided
apart from that which may be obtained at the School Clinic. 43
cases of Minor Ear Defect have been treated.

Cases offering difficulty are referred [or opinion and treatment
if necessary to the Ear, Nose and Throat Specialist at Bury

Infirmary.
Dental Defects.—See Table IV, at end of this report.

Crippling Defects of Orthopadics.—An arrangement is in
force under which Orthopaedic cases from Bury are treated under
the Scheme of the Lancashire County Council,

An Orthopadic Clinic is held once weekly at the ** Uplands,”’
Whitefield.

# Tneludes Evacnees,

——
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At Ancoats Hospital, Manchester, cases are seen for further
opinion or for further examination, including X-ray photographs.
Apart from examination and out-patient tredtment, only short
stay cases are admitted to the Wards of the Ancoats Hospital.

At Biddulph Hospital, near Congleton, which Hospital belongs
to the Lancashire County Council, in-patient treatment is afforded.

Particulars of cases dealt with at the Orthopadic Clinic during
the vear are given below :(—

NEw CASES :(—

First Consultation with Surgeon ... ... S s 5

Second or subsequent Consultations with Surgeon... —
OrLp Casgs :(—

Total Consultations with Surgeon ... ... ... ... ... 20

Total Consultations with Surgeon—all cases ... ... 581

NEw Cases.—Analysis of Defects :—
menn Malem St o R 1
Defective- Posture ... ... .c. .o o 2
AR i) N RS AR S iRt et min e Ll |
Necl Deformity: i o e cie soe dwe 2

5

No children were admitted to Ancoats Hospital during the
year.

REMEDIAL EXERCISES.

Special classes for remedial exercises were held at the School
Clinic during 1941. The cases and attendances were as follows :—

(a) Analysis of Cases :—

Bad posture . o 5es cae s ees wms A
BlatTeet ic vt vasais | i i a0
Mouth Breathing ... ... ... o oo 13

Old Poliomyelitis . 1
Knoel-BNEes i st vxe avs 1
F i i | e s et D A s |
a8
()8 Arterranseste M R i L e TOR

Average attendance per child, 20.2,
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ARTIFICIAL SUNLICHT TREATMENT.

The treatment of Minor Aillments among the school children
was extended in scope and increased in efficiency by the purchase
ol a Mercury Vapour Ultra-Violet Light Lamp.

Artificial Sunlight Clinic Cases and Attendances :—

(a) Analysis of Cases.

Angemia ... ... Tote aad o st oo L E A
MAINUETIRION: oo ass fonaeen laew e gk S L
Bronchitis & et ol e e D one S
Adenitis (0ot T:B.) i su defioe, it o B
1 T T e e e e 6
Genepal ‘Debility: 000 s S DB RO
Alopecia ... ... A R s 3
BDititis Mediaor s e o 1
Rickets .. L 1
Enlarzed Tonsils ... ... ..o con cinnss 2
Asthma... 1
Chorea ... 3
Catarrh ... : 1
Frequent Colds dl‘l(l Hur’u Ihmatb 4
CorEh - D

Total e 167

Tuberculous, glands... 9
abdomen . i covien B

13

Total ... ... ... ... 12 Total under
both heads, 179

(h) Attendances.

Miscell:
Tubercular cases — 12 children made 193 attendances

en made 2253 attendances

Average attendance per child=13.66.
The total attendances and average attendance per child for

previous years are given below :—

1937. 1038, 1939. 1940,
Total attendances... .. e B4R ... 40144 ... 3305 ... 3,516
Average attendance 11-01" “child ... 189 ... 19.45 .. 1588 .. 18.77

* Imludes Evacuees.
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CO-OPERATION OF PARENTS.

Notice is sent to the parent of every child of the date and time
of inspection at school, and the parent is invited to attend. The
percentage of parents attending was:— °

] DL Lo e S e R R e e | ¢ (170
““ Second Age Group " ... ... e e R 1 1
e hind A et p e L g agaE

OPEN-AIR EDUCATION.
There are no open-air or residential schools in the Borough.
PHYSICAL TRAININCG.

The following report is submitted :—

The Organiser of Physical Training joined H.M. Forces on
the 4th September, 1940,

The Education Committee have continued to pay grants
towards the maintenance of school playing fields and to supply
games materials.

The teaching of Physical Education in schools of the
Authority is hased upon the Board of Education Syllabus for
Physical Training, 1935, has been continued.

Under existing war conditions difficulties have been experi-
enced in the case of the training of the hoys, owing to the call to
H.M. Forces of a number of the yvounger men teachers. The
older men assistant teachers have, it is very gratifying to state,
undergone training courses for physical training, and it is hoped
that the standard of this very important section mayv he main-
tained.

The two new gymnasia, which have been completed, afford the
very best accommodation for the teaching of physical training to
the scholars in the senior schools.

Keep Fit classes are taken and are enjoved.

The appointment of an Organiser of Youth Activities should
lead to a much wider use of these gymnasia,
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SCHOOL BATHS.

The Technical College Baths Superintendent and teacher of
boys' swimming was called to H.M. Forces on the 28th August,
Itd1.  Temporary arrangements were made for his work to he
undertaken by others, and it can be said that, in the circumstances,
swimming instruction has, during the last year, been a successful

feature.

PROVISION OF MEALS.

During the vear it was found necessary to provide to school
children 93,945 meals, comprising 27,680 dinners and 66,265 one-
third pint bottles of milk. The dinners were provided by and
served at four restaurants situate in various parts of the town,
The average cost per dinner was 5.8d., and the cost per bottle of
milk was .46d.

The cases are selected by the application of a scale which
takes into consideration income and number in family.  This
arrangement, however, does not debar other children from receiv-
ing‘ free dinners and/or free milk, inasmuch as the .-‘.uthm‘ity is
also guided in the selection of children for supplementary nourish-
ment by reports of teachers, school nurses and school attendance
ofhcers, and all cases of suspected malnutrition are immediately
referred to the School Medical Officer for examination and report,
and if free dinners and/or milk are recommended such provision

is made.

BLIND, DEAF, DEFECTIVE, AND EPILEPTIC CHILDREN.
No schools for the treatment of these children have so far been
provided by the Local Education Authority, but Blind and Deal
children are sent to outside institutions.
During 1941 the following children were maintained in special

schools or hospitals :—

BN o et s ! Orthopaedic cases. .. i
et s o i Tuberculons oo e 0
Physically defective ... 12 Epileptics o i 1

NURSERY SCHOOLS.

No nursery schools have been provided in the area.
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INSTITUTIONS.

Children in hospitals or other institutions are visited periodi-
cally by the School Medical Officer, who discusses with doctors
in charge the progress made by the patients.

EMPLOYMENT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

During the year B9 children have been examined as to their
fitness to undertake employment (usually the delivery of news-
papers) out of school hours.

In many cases, these children have been employed for several
weeks before the necessary certificate has been obtained. It is
necessary, therefore, to stress the point that all individuals, em-
ploying school children, must ask the children to produce the
necessary certificate, otherwise if the practice mentioned ahove is
persisted in, stronger action will have to be taken.

SECONDARY SCHOOLS.
During the vear 1941 the total number of children inspected
was oM,  Particulars as to age and sex will be found in the
following table :—

Age ]1U|11i12i13|l4|15|16.1?‘IE!T-::rt:ll
Boys..| — (18|58 |68 |86 |57 | 18| 2| —| 307
Girls ..[10 | 34 (20|51 (37 | 27| 8| 3| —| 199
Totals..| 10 | 52187 119 123 184 | 26 | 5| — | 506

Total number of wvisits of School Medical Staff for the
purposes ol Medical Inspection :—

570760 0 e e e LAt we S0 e e T S WU |
SchopliNUESE o f i el s s 23

Interference with the school routine was, as far as possible,
avoided. The Head Masters of the two schools very lkindly
placed their rooms at my disposal, and 1 desire to express my
thanks to them and to the other members of the staff for their
interest in the work of Medical Inspection and for their valuable
assistance.
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Nutrition.—The following Table shows the classification of
the nutrition of the pupils examined at the Secondary Schools
during the year under review :—

e —— i ——— s o — - e . e mesies e e

No. of | Slightly
Pupils - | Sub
s S Excellent Normal | Normal, Poor.
I j_.____i___.
Mo. |1 96 (| Na. | ozl Mo M IE00 S ESG 8| ed
BOys ' «iiiss 307 18 | 586 | 278 |90:56| 11 358 | — —
Girls caeins 199 18 | 9.05| 173 | 8693 8 | 402| — | —
Totals... 506 3 | 711| 451 |89-13| 19 | 376 — | —
REMEDIAL EXERCISES.
Special classes for Remedial Exercises were arranged for the |
vear 1941,

One child from a Secondary School made 13 attendances at

F

these classes. {

ARTIFICIAL SUNLIGHT TREATMENT.

The treatment of minor ailments by ultra-violet light therapy
is available to Secondary School children, and the following

information is given re cases and attendances :—

Analysis of cases:

Cervical Adenitis (non T.B.} ... ... 1

Debility ... ST

Tubercular Glands ... ... ... ... ... 1 (E%)
3

Attendances :

Miscellaneous cases ... ..o vil e vee 20

Tuberculous CASES ..o wviives ewn s - A |
a2 |

* Includes Evacuees.
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TABLE 1.
Return of Medical Inspections, 1941.

A.—RouTINe MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.
(1) Entrants 1,356. Second Age Group 443. Third Agc
Group 478.» Total, 2,277.
(2) Number of other Routine Inspections : Nil.
Grand total, 2,277.
B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS,
Number of Special Inspections and Re-inspections, 3,355 (142 [2¥)
TABLE II.

Classification of the Nutrition of Children Inspected during
the Year in the Routine Age Croups.

MNumber
of A, B. C. 0.
Children {Excellent) (Normal (Slightly Bad
Inspected < sub-norm’l)

MNo. o No. i Mo, o Mo, : o
2,277 23 | 101 |2,134 ;93‘72 115 | 505 5 22

TABLE III.
Group 1. Treatment of Minor Ailments (excluding unclean-
liness) :
Total number of Defects treated or under treat-
ment during the year wunder the

Authority’s Scheme ... ... ... ... ... B866* {'m IZ)
Group I1.  Treatment of Defective Vision and Squint :
Errors of refraction (including squint) ... 4206% (12 E)
Other defect or disease of the eyes (exclud-
ing - those recorded in Group 1.} ... 9
Total s osantar e o ABH%E1O J2Y
Number of children for whom spectacles
were
(e E trscribed T (i s et i e B L)
M Obtamed . L e e e e e o E B

Note : *Includes Evacuees.
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Group III. Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat.

Received operative treatment ... ... ... ... 93* (5 E)
Received other forms of treatment ... ... ... 44
Total number ‘treated ... e b sy e ISl

TABLE 1IV.
Dental Inspection and Treatment, .

(1) Number of children inspected by the Dentist—
(a) Routine Age Groups:

——— e e e

Age | 5 &|::'3 9 10 | 11 |12 | 13 [ 14 | Total
Number | 20 32+'3u41334 370 375 353 365 288 63 | 2,846 *(78E)

(b) Specials ....... .. A L 953
(c) Total {I{Uuluw zmd "-;peuclla‘j R et
(2) Number found to require treatment ... ... ... ... ... 3,040
(@) Number vagtual by trealed: e e e 2,292
(4) Attendances made by children for treatment ... ... 2,499
(9) Hall-days devoted to— :
Inspechion - ostetiag St e S e 28
Treatmene ... ..o il 342
s e R SR e 370
(6) Fillings :— :
Permanent Teeth ... &5 o e s cides e 1,689% 2040 R
Temporary Teeth o o ihn i s e i
Total ‘o ves Daie o e gl S9EH
(7) Extractions :—
Permanent Teeth...” ... coo gir seevieimin v 098% (BB
Temporary Teeth', . ... .. 0.0 co. b @ B2 o g b
Totali. o P e S s B B0 WY
(8) Administrations of general anwesthetics for
ERATActiOnS i v e e e e Lk
() Other operations :—
Permanent Teeth . .. c diaia min mene L (B
Temporary Feethi s ol ot ol o s B 15
2[5 0] T ey T G - Leeh b el

Note: * Includes Evacuees.
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TABLE V.

VErMINOUS CoNDITIONS,

r

(1} Average number of visits per school made
during the year by the School Nurses or
other authorised person ... ... ...

(2) Total number of examinations of children in
the Schools by School Nurses or other
authorised persons ... ... ..

(3) Number of individual children found unclean...

(4) Number of individual children cleansed under
Section 87 (2) and (8) of the Education Act,
144 28 e

(5) Number of cases in which legal proceedings
were taken :—

(a) Under the Education Act, 1921...

(b) Under the School Attendance By-laws

TABLE VI.

Brixp axp DeAF CHILDREN,

16,434
62% (3 E)

17

18 children
(5 families)

Number of totally or almost totally blind and deaf children
who are NOT at the present time receiving education suitable for

their special needs. The return should relate to all

such children,

including evacuees resident in the Authority's area:—

At a At an
Public Institution At No
Elementary | other than School or
School a Special Institution
School
Blind Children N 2 — —
]
| Deaf Children .. .. 2 - (Nl Yo

Mote : ¥ Includes Evacuees.
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MextaLLy Dergctive CHiLDREN.—Total number of
children notified during the year ended 3lst
December, 1941, by the local Education
Authority to the Local DMental Deficiency
Authority, under the Mental Deficiency (Noti-
fication of Children) Regulations, 1928 ... ... None.









