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HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Tel. No. TOWN HALL,
24049 BURTON UPON TRENT.

JULY 1965

TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN, AND COUNCILLORS
OF THE COUNTY BOROUGH OF BURTON UPON
ARENT.

Your WorsHip, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

[ have the honour to present my Annual Report for
the year 1961.

The general health of the County Borough continues
to be good. There were no outbreaks of serious infectious
discase during the vear. Notified cases of measles were 260,
compared with 671 in 1963, and no case had to be admitted
to hospital.

The live birth rate was 20.7 per 1,000, compared with
19.3 in 1963. The Infant Mortality Rate was 19 per 1,000
live births compared with 18 in 1963.

The number of deaths was 64, compared with 629 in
1963. Of these, 118 were due to cancer, compared with 99
in 1963. The death rate from pulmonary tuberculosis was
0.10 per 1,000 population, compared with 0.00 in 1963.
There were no maternal deaths during the year.

StarF : At the beginning of 1964 we had five Assistant
Public Health Inspectors and one Trainee. During the year
two Public Health Inspectors resigned to take up appoint-
ments with other authorities, but I am glad to state that, at
the time of writing this report, the vacancies have been filled
d we now have a full establishment of Public Health
Inspectors.  An additional Inspector was appointed to carry

ut the work required under the Offices, Shops, and Railway
Premises Act. The establishment of Health Visitors is six.,



At the beginning of 1961 we had two full-time and three
half-time Health Visitors. During the year, one full-time
Health Visitor resigned, and all attempts to recruit more
Health Visitors, either full-time or part-time failed. 1 am o
the opinion that this state of affairs will continue until there
is a radical improvement in the nationally agreed scale o
salaries for health visitors. This continued understafling o
health visitors is a matter of serious concern. Again I have
to report that all attempts to recruit a chiropodist have failed.

ImmuNisaTiON AND VacciNaTioN : During the year, 966
children were immunised against diphtheria for the first time,
and 992 received booster doses. 646 children were immunise
against whooping cough and 756 against tetanus. In addition,
405 received booster doses against tetanus. The public con
tinue to be very apathetic about vaccination against smallpox
Only 176 primary vaccinations and 19 re-vaccinations we
notified. The scheme for B.C.G. Vaccination of childre
aged 13 years and over continued. During the year, 8
children were tested, of whom 686 were found to be negative
and of these, 685 were given B.C.G. Vaccination. 684 perso
completed a course of oral vaccine (Sabin) against poli
myelitis during the year and, in addition, 386 persons wh
had had a course of injections of Salk inactivated vaccin
during previous years received a fourth oral dose in 1964,

As instructed by the Ministry of Health Circular 1 /6
dated 11th January, 1965, 1 am asked to report on the follo
ing :—

4. (a) The Public Water Supply is satisfactory in quali
and quantity.

(b) Bacteriological examination of the piped water suppl
was carried out on 13 occasions during the year an
4 chemical examinations were carried out.
were satisfactory.

(¢) The water has no plumbo-solvent action.

(d) No cases of contamination of the water supply we
found during the year.
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Water is supplied direct to 16,609 houses containing
20,513 people, and by standpipes to 11 houses con-
taining 19 people.

Work on the construction of the new sewage treatment

plant continues. No starting date has been fixed for
the renewal of the main sewers in the town.

There is only one Registered Common Lodging House

(a)

(6)

(¢)

in the town, and a detailed report on the conditions
therein i1s to be found in the Chief Public Health
Inspector’s Report.

Owing to the serious shortage of health visitors, only
a limited amount of Health Education could be done
during the year. During the yvear a team {rom the
Central Council for Health Education and a mobile
exhibition were in the town for one week, during
which they gave talks to school children in schools
about smoking and lung cancer. These were very
well received.

No Chiropody Service is provided by the Corporation,
as all attempts to recruit a chiropodist have failed.
This Health Authority gives an annual grant to the
Burton upon Trent Consolidated Charities for the
provision of chiropody to aged persons.

The scheme for the notification to the Medical

Officer of Health of congenital defects apparent at
birth has functioned satisfactorily.

Incontinence pads are provided free of charge
through the District Nurses. No difficulties have
been experienced in the disposal of soiled pads,

AMBULANCE SERVICE : During the year, the number of
patients carried decreased by 1,453, the number of journeys
decreased by 138, and the mileage increased by 742 miles.
The average number of patients carried per journey was 2.12
for ambulances and 2.09 for sitting case cars.









Total
19641
Perinatal Mortality Rate (Still-births and
Deaths under 1 week combined ]:n:r
1,000 total live and still-births) . 23
Maternal Mortality (including abor tmn]
Number of Deaths . ()
Rate per 1,000 total live and still-births ()
M. F. Total
Deaths .. o k 312 292 604
Death-rate 2y b
Crude o £ i 11.9
Adjusted .. Lot o 12.2
Deaths from Measles (all ages) o3 s 0
Death rate from ditto ; ()
Deaths from Whooping Cnugh (all ages] ()
Deaths from Respiratory Tuberculosis D
Death-rate from ditto o o 0.10
Deaths from other forms of Tuberculosis . . 1
Death-rate from ditto i e .02
Number of Deaths from Cancer .. i 118
Death-rate from Cancer .. o = 2.33
Number of Marriages 1 s - ERE
Marriage Rate i b 17
The principal wvital statistics are tabulated below.
Birth | Death | Maternal | Infant | Tuberculosis |
Rate Rate Mortality | Mortality |Death Rate = Death
1938 14.1 118 1.0 49 u.gg
1939 15.4 12,9 1.3 51 o.
1940 13.4 | 14.6 0.0 Go 0.70
1941 15.1 13.2 3.0 66 0.75
1942 1 g.ﬁ |  12.2 ! 1.3 59 0.59
1943 19.0 14.2 | 2.9 50 0.71
1944 21.3 13.4 1.0 40 0.48
1945 17.1 13.5 2.0 50 0.b
1946 21.% 13.5 0.0 66 0.4
1947 23.3 13- 1.0 44 O.57
1g48 | 210 1. , 0.0 19 0.64
1949 | 19.2 13.2 2.1 14 0.49
1950 17.7 12.6 0.0 38 0.40
1951 15.9 13.7 2.5 22 0.28
1952 17.1 11.2 0.0 2 0.20
1953 17, 12.6 2.2 2 0.2
1954 16. : 14.5 1.2 32 0.1
1955 |- 16 ' 14.4 [.2 a7 0.22
1956 | 16.g 13.9 0.0 20 0.12
1957 17.9 14.5 0,0 24 006 |
1958 | 13.0 0.0 30 0.16 |
1959 19.0 13.2 0.0 28 T R
1960 17.4 | 12.4 0.0 27 0.10
1961 1.1 12.9 0.0 20 0.14
1962 19.5 | 1% ! 0.9 1 0.0b
1965 g e oraag oo B 1 0.08
16964 20.7 5 11.g | 0.0 19 0.12
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE AREA

Public Health Officers of the Local Authority :

Medical Officer of Health and Principal School Medical Officer :
ROBERT MITCHELL, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.
Health Department, Town Hall, Burton upon Trent.

Telephone No. 536q.
Deputy Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Officer :
G. M. CURTOIS, M.R.C.S.,, L.R.C.P.,, D.P.H.

Assistant Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Officer :
W. R. HENWOOD, B.Sc., M.B,, B.Ch.

Chest Physician :
M. B. PAUL, M.D. (part time)

Public Analyst :
R. MALLINDER, B.Sc., F.R.L.C. (part time)

Deputy Public Analyst :
J: C. HARRAL, F.R.L.C. (part time).

Chief Public Health Inspector :

J. EASTON, Cert. of Sanitary Inspectors’ Joint Board ;
Cert. Inspection of Meat ; Smoke Inspectors’ Cert.

Deputy Chief Public Health Inspector :

E. J. FAULKNER, Cert. of Sanitary Inspectors’ Joint Board ;
Cert . Inspection of Meat.

Assistant Public Health Inspeclors :
F. L. WRIGHT, Cert. of Sanitary Inspectors’ Joint Board,
Cert. Inspection of Meat.

D. E. HUGHES, Cert. of Sanitary Inspectors’ Joint Board ;
Cert. Inspection of Meat.

C. 8. PERSAUD, Cert. ol the Royal Society lor the Promotion
ol Health (Overseas Examination)
A. H. BEYANT, Cert. of Sanitary Inspectors’ Joint Board,
Cert. Inspection of Meat.
{ Resigned 21st June, 1964)
A. HINGLEY, Cert. of Public Health Inspectors’ Examination Board,
Cert. Inspection of Meat, Smoke Inspectors’ Cert.
(Resigned 19th April, 1964)
Trainee Public Health Inspector :
D.J. LITHERLAND
Smoke Survey Inspector :
H. WIGLEY
Insprector for the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act :

B. J. B. JOHNSON
iCommenced 1st December, 196:4)

Rodent Operative and Vermin Disinfestor :
C. A. ELSON









SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water Supply. The South Staffordshire Waterworks
Company is responsible for the public water supply to the
Borough, which is satisfactory in quality and in quantity.

The following are the five sources from which the water
supplied to Burton upon Trent district is derived :-

1. Trent Valley Pumping Station, near Lichfield.

2. Fradley Pumping Station, near Lichfield.

3. Seedy Mill Purification Works, near Lichfield.

4. Chilcote Pumping Station.

2. Bulk supply from the Derby Corporation Water Dept.

A softening plant is installed at Chilcote.
The water has no plumbo-solvent action.

Chemical examinations of the piped supply were carried
out at the laboratories of Messrs. Bostock, Hill and Righby,
Birmingham.

The bacteriological examinations continued to be done
at the Public Health Laboratory, Derby.

Seventeen samples were submitted for analysis (four
chemical and thirteen bacteriological), and were satisfactory.

Results of an analysis carried out on the l4th August.
1964, were as follows :-

Physical Characters :
Appearance — Bright ; a few small parucles.

Chemical Amalysis (parts per 1,000,000} :

Ammoniacal Nitrogen .y 257 & i ()
Albuminoid Nitrogen o r e ) (0
Chlorine in Chlorides i o e it 13.0
Nitrate Nitrogen s i : o 6.7
Oxygen absorbed from permanganate at hr C. in

4 hours : £ e st 0
Total Solids dried at mn G - X o 484
Nitrite Nitrogen 0.004
Free Chlorine 0
Radioactivity : |5 A ¥ R L
Total Hardness S 3 s = s 2410

Reaction (pH.) s e = o o 7.00

— S S
o

S — R







PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER NOTIFIABLE DISEASES

The number of notifications of infectious and other
notifiable diseases received during 1964 is shown in the follow-
ing table :-

—

Total | Total | Cases | To
Disease cases cases after | treated in
notified correction Hospital

§
2

Smallpox

Diphtheria

Scarlet Fever

Enteric Fever

Puerperal Pyrexia

Pneumonia ;

Acute Encephalitis

Erysipelas

Meningococcal Infection

Ophthalmia Neonatorum

Whooping leg

Measles

Poliomyelitis

Food Poisoning .

Tuberculosis {Resplratory]
Do. {other forms)

Para-typhoid Fever

Dysentery :

—_

00 KOO0 - =00004%0000

3

20 ~Lh 0000 =00 0000

[y ]
COoOCcCKOONMD =0 0 0LIN oL OO

12
[=plla=
SO0 ROOOHD =00 0WWL OWLY & O

K

[
=

391 | 391 afl

FOOD POISONING

Food Poisoning Notifications (Corrected) returned to
the Registrar General for 1901,

15t 2nd ard 4th Total
Quarter Q,uarrar Quar.':ar Quamr

M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. B
T o TR FalEA o o NIL

Fatal Cases — Nil.
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Family Planning Association. During 1951, authority
was granted to the Family Planning Association to start a
Family Planning Clinic in Burton. It is held in the Central
Welfare Clinic every Monday evening. The Clinic is run by
the Family Planning Association, the Corporation charging
a nominal rent for the use of the premises.

Infant Welfare Cenires. [n addition to the central
clinic in Cross Street there are outlying Clinics at Horninglow,
Winshill and Stapenhill. These continued to be well attended
by mothers and babies as the following figures show :-

Number of children who
altended during the year
] H{]I - | |

Bornan | Bornin | Born in Total
1964 1965 1909-62 [

Cross Street Centre p .. 265 197 215 ET?I
Horninglow Centre .. 175 1300 1490 195
Winshill Centre 5 103 7D 100 278
Stapenhill Centre o BB | | R 373

Total % 66 497 | 662 | 1,823

—_ —_

The Infant Welfare Centres were conducted as follows :-

Tuesday afternoons .. Winshill Church Hall, Burton upon
Trent.

Tuesday afternoons .. Infant Welfare Centre, Cross St.,
Burton upon Trent.

Wednesday afternoons .. Horninglow Infant Welfare Centre,

Methodist Chapel, Horninglow
Road North, Burton upon Trent.

Thursday mornings .. ditto.
hursday afternoons .. Infant Welfare Centre, Cross 5t.,
Burton upon Trent.
riday alternoons .. Stapenhill Infant Welfare Centre,

Glebe School, Stanton Road,
Burton upon Trent.
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DENTAL CARE OF EXPECTANT AND NURSING
MOTHERS and CHILDREN UNDER SCHOOL AGE

The following report has been received from Mr. A. N, F.
Stannard, L.D.S., Principal Dental Officer, on the Dental
Care of Expectant and Nursing Mothers and Children under
School Age :-

At the end of the year, the demand for Dental examina-
tion, advice and treatment remained much the same as for
the two previous years. As before, the statistical record
shows that more teeth are being removed than teeth conserved.
However, the gap between these two figures is less than in
the past.

Some of the pre-school children show extensive dental
carious areas, not only in the inaccessible cleaning positions
between teeth, but also in the flat surfaces which can easily
be kept clean. Oral cleanliness in pre-school children is
essential, and parents should help them with this hygiene,
particularly the last thing at night. Vitamin Supplements,
an important addition to the vounger children’s diet, can also
be a source of danger when used undiluted in conjunction
with a dummy. Erupting teeth and immature enamel are
particularly susceptible.

The Staffing position during the year has improved, one
Dental Auxiliary having been appointed by the Education
Committee, This Auxiliary is a useful adjunct in the treatment
of yvounger children.
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Health Visitors and Cleanliness. The Health Visitors
and Midwives in the town are active in the promotion of
cleanliness and good habits and the elimination of verminous
conditions, and where uncleanliness and verminous conditions
are discovered they endeavour to get these remedied.

The standard of cleanliness in this Borough of infants and
expectant mothers is fairly high on the whole, and only a few
families appear to be the offenders.

National Health Service Acts, 1910-52.
Health of Children— Prevention of the Break-up of
Families.

This matter is dealt with by the Co-ordinating Committee,
which meets regularly. This Committee consists of repres-
entatives of the Health, Education, Children’s and Welfare
Services Departments, together with representatives of the
Children’s Care Committee (a voluntary organisation), the
Probation Department, the N.5.P.C.C., the Ministry of
Labour, the Ministiry of National Insurance, and others.
Individual families are reviewed from time to time, informa-
tion is collated, and any necessary action decided upon.

PREMATURE BIRTHS

Number of Premature Live Births notified.
(a) In Hospital i = e s
(b) At Home 0 I e - - 15
(¢) In Private Nursing Homes i i i -

Total i 5 66

Number of Premature Still-Births Notified.

(a) In Hospital 2, - 9 L L o
(b) At Home i 2 = % i 2
(¢) In Private Nursing Homes s - i -

Total 7

No cases were notified of Retrolental Fibroplasia in
premature infants.
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Care of Premature Infants. Arrangements for the
care ol premature children in accordance with the recom-
mendation of Ministry of Health Circular 20 /11 have been
carried on. The equipment provided for the home nursing of
premature infants was however not used during the year, as
the majority of premature infants requiring special care are
transferred to one of the Premature Infant Units at Birming-
ham. An “Oxygenaire” portable premature baby incubator
has been purchased, and it is kept in constant readiness at the
Ambulance Station.

Care of Illegitimate Children. The percentage of
illegitimate births was 12.3 in 1945, and it dropped to 4.8 in
1949, In 1951 it fell to 4.6 and to 4.5 in 1952. The pre-war
figure was about 29%,. During 1953 the figure rose to 5%,
1954 was 3.1%, 1955—5.2%,, 1956—6.6%,, 1957—4.29%,
1958—6.1%,, 1959—5.89%, 1960—5.2%,, 1961—5.89%,
1962—7.5%,, 1963—9.4%,. 1964—9.19%,.

Circular 2866 of the Ministry of Health suggested that
Welfare Authorities should co-operate with and reinforce the
work of voluntary moral welfare organisations and this sugges-
tion has been implemented by the making of a grant to the
Committee of the Girls’ Home in the town. This home does
much valuable work in the district.

Home Help Service.

Number of Home Help Organisers emploved at the

end of the year :-
(a) Whole-time ;i i s e o 1
(b) Part-time 5 A - s ” -

Number of Home Helps employed at the end of
the vear :-

(a) Whole-time ol " s X 3 -

(b) Part-time is : o s = 39

‘ e L] 22

(¢) Whole-time equivalent of (b)



S

i Home help to households for persons
| aged under 65 on first visit in 1964
|
|

aged G5 or
over an first Chronic sick | Mentally | Maternity Others | Toial
visil in and disordered , |

1964 tuberculons
(1) (2) (3) (4) (a) l (6}

Number | |

of

2498 1 1 13 S [ 347

cases , - .

Annual Report of Home Help Organiser

We have assisted 347 householders during the year ended
31st December, 1964. 298 cases have been persons aged from
65 years and over, some requiring a few hours each week,
others requiring help once or twice a day — apart from
Sundays, when only one hour is sent early morning. Included
in the total 13 maternity cases have been assisted, some requir-
ing help before confinement, others for a few hours each day
afterwards. There have been 34 temporary cases, 1 tuberculosis
case, and 1 mentally disordered case.

Help continues to be paid for weekly. In September the
full rate charged to householders was increased from 1 /- to
3 [- per hour. Very few persons refused to pay this, although
the hours were slightly reduced.

The hourly rate paid to the Home Helps was also increased
in September from 3 /10 to 4 [-§id. The women seem to be
well satisfied with the conditions and rate of pay. The majority
have been with the service for a number of years. Considerable
difficulty is still experienced in finding suitable women to do
this work.

There has been one bad debt during the year.

A successful Christmas dinner was organised and enjoved
by most of the Home Helps, their husbands and friends.







31| Yats Ale
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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE

The duties devolving upon the Council as a Local Health
Authority were carried out in the following manner :-

1. ADMINISTRATION.

(a) Constitution and Meetings of Committee.
All matters relating to the Mental Health Service were

dealt with at the monthly meetings of the Health Committee
of the Council.

() Number and Qualifications of Staff employed in
the Mental Health Service.

Dr. Robert Mitchell, B.5Sc., M.B., B.Ch., D.P.H., Medical
Officer of Health and Principal School Medical Officer.
Administrator and Medical Director of the Mental Health
Service.

Dr. G. M. Curtois, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.H., Deputy
Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Offlicer.
Deputy Administrator and Medical Director of the Mental
Health Service.

Dr. W. R. Henwood, B.Sc., M.B., B.Ch., Assistant
Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Oflicer.

Mr. J. A. Warren, Senior Mental Welfare Officer.
Mr. D. B. Speed, Mental Welfare Ofhcer.

Mental Welfare Officers :
Mr. J. Easton (Pari-lime).
Mr. D. B. Speed (Full-time).
Mr. G. M. Upton (Part-time).
Mr. J. A. Warren (Full-time).

Training Centre :

Mrs. A. Bishop, Supervisor. Supervisor's Diploma of the
National Association for Mental Health.
Mrs. O. A. Adams, Assistant Supervisor,




Miss R. L. Gallagher, Assistant Supervisor — obtained
the Supervisor's Diploma ol the National Association
for Mental Health in July, 1961,

Mrs. M. B. Gray, Temporary Assistant Supervisor.

Mrs. E. D. G. Fawkes, Cookery and Laundry Instructress
(Pari-time). (Commenced 7th January, 1964).

Mr. J. W. Asbury, Woodwork Instructor (Pari-time).

c) Co-ordination with the Regional Hospital Board
and Hospital Management Committee.

A close liaison has been maintained between the Regional
Hospital Board, Hospital Management Committee and the
Local Health Authority during the year and there has been
close laison between the medical and lay staffs of the respec-
tive bodies.

(¢) Training of Staff.

Miss R. E. Gallagher, Trainee Supervisor at the Training
Centre, completed the Diploma Course for Teachers of the
Mentally Handicapped at Sheffield University in July, 1964,
and was awarded the Supervisor’s Diploma of the National
Association for Mental Health.

The Supervisor of the Training Centre atiended a
Refresher Course for Teachers of Mentally Handicapped
Children, organised by Staffordshire County Council and
held at Nelson Hall, Nr. Stafford.

2. ACCOUNT OF WORK UNDERTAKEN IN THE
COMMUNITY.

(a) Prevention, Care and After-Care.

The Mental Health Service, for the prevention, care
and after-care of mentally disordered persons was fully manned
throughout the year.






The psychiatric clinics, held at the Burton General
Hospital, and manned by staff from St. Matthew’s Hospital,
continued to be held weekly and much benefit was derived
from these. Many patients were seen at the clinics and were
able to obtain advice, and where necessary treatment, in the
carly stages of their illness. Through this medium, many
patients were able to receive treatment on an out-patient
basis, thus preventing their admission into hospital.

Care and Supervision of patients residing within the
community was carried out in the main by the Senior Mental
Welfare Officer and full-time Mental Welfare Officer, whilst
the part-time Mental Welfare Officers, during their rota of
duty, were concerned with the admission to hospitals for
treatment of “‘mental illness".

The number of patients admitted into hospitals for
treatment of “‘mental illness” during the year was 152, an
increase of three compared with the previous year. Of this
number 114 were admitted as Informal Patients, mainly
through the medium of their general practitioners, or as a
result of attendance at the psychiatric clinics held at the
Burton General Hospital. The remaining thirty-eight cases,
which were admitted under compulsory procedures, were
as follows :- twenty-seven under Section 25, three under
Section 20, two under Section 29, five under Section 0(), and
one under Section 65 of the Mental Health Act, 1959.

The Ambulance Service of the Council was used for the
purpose of conveying patients to hospital and this arrangement
worked most satisfactorily.

The number of patients referred for After-Care during
the year was 99, of which 97 were referred following treatment
in hospital and the remaining two were referred by the Services
(one from the Royal Air Force and one from the Army)
following discharge on psychiatric grounds.

All these patients were visited in their homes at varying
intervals, according to the condition of the patients, by the
Senior Mental Welfare Officer and full-time Mental Welfare
Officer and assistance given in establishing them in the com-
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A good relationship was maintained between the patients,
their relatives and the officers of the Local Health Authority
and this enabled the work to be carried out in a friendly and
satisfactory manner.

The Training Centre for Mentally Subnormals, situate
at Anglesey Road, Burton upon Trent, was fully manned
throughout the year and the number of patients on the register
at 31st December, 1964, was ). Of this number, six are
patients belonging to a neighbouring Authority. The average
attendances at the Centre during the year were 40 daily.

At present the Training Centre provides for patients of
all ages, but the question of providing Adult Training
Centre has been under constant consideration and a site has
been earmarked for this purpose. The Council are still
negotiating for the purchase of this.

To enable the patients to attend at the Training Centre,
the Council continued to provide a special *bus for the purpose
of collecting and returning them and also provide a Guide-
Attendant on the ‘bus.

The type of training afforded at the Centre varied accord-
ing to the age and mental capacity of the patients and included
Hygiene, Social attitudes, Handwork, Speech Training, etc.,
and for the older females, Cookery and Laundry, and for the
older males, Woodwork.

Routine medical inspections were carried out on the
patients attending at the Centre and, where necessary, arrange-
ments made for treatment of minor ailments.

In May, 1964, the Council arranged for the patients
attending at the Centre to have a week’s holiday at the Derby-
shire Miners Welfare Holiday Centre at Skegness, and this
proved a most successful venture. In addition, the children
and their parents spent a successful day at Rhyl and also a
half-day excursion to Alton Towers. The usual Christmas
Party was held at the Training Centre.




























ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
for 1961,

I have the honour to present to you my third Annual

Report upon the work of the Public Health Inspectors for the
vear ending Jlst December, 1964.

Last year I reported that for the first time for many years
the Department had a full establishment of staff. This,
however, was short-lived, as in January Mr. Alan Hingley,
a fully qualified Inspector who came to us 12 months ago
from Brierley Hill, left to take up an appointment in Dudley.

In February, Mr. Albert Herbert Bryant, a fully qualified
Inspector, who had been with us just over 12 months, left to
return to his native city of Derby,

Repeated advertisements during the year failed to bring
any response.  With the depleted staff it became difficult at
times to cope with the pressure of work of the Department,
particularly when some of the staff were away on leave. In
spite of the increased pressure on the remaining staff 1009,
meat inspection was maintained at all times whilst some of
the less essential duties had to be left in abeyance.

Mr. David Edward Hughes, who commenced as a clerk
in the Health Department office on leaving school and was
transferred to the Public Health Inspector’s Department as a
student in February, 1955, became a fully qualified Inspector
in October, 1956, and in December the same year left to do
his two years compulsory service in H.M. Forces, returning
to the Department in December, 1958, left at the end of this
year to take up an appointment with the Swadlincote Urban
District Council. This meant that the qualified staff of the
Department was reduced to half strength.

In November, Miss Ann Miller, Junior Clerk, who had
been with the Department since August, 1962, left to take an
appointment in the offices of a local Brewery.









Four of these people were found to be so neglected as to
be incapable of looking after themselves that hospital treat-
ment was necessary. One was an old man living on his own,
who was removed to hospital, but before the house could be
efficiently cleansed certain articles of clothing and furniture
had to be removed and destroyed ; the patient, however, died
in hospital shortly after admission.

Two other cases were old men living in the Common
Lodging House. Both had relatives who were willing to look
after them, but both preferred the independence and freedom
of living on their own in the Common Lodging House rather
than be a burden to their relatives or to live in an old people’s
home and have to comply with the rules and restrictions
which apply to these places. They were both removed to
hospital, where one passed away fairly quickly, and the other
is still in hospital.

Another case dealt with was of a different nature from
the type usually found. It concerned an aged spinster who
came from a family of gypsies and all her life had been spent
living in a caravan of the old horse-drawn type. After the
Second World War she and her brother settled with their
caravan on a licensed site in the Borough. They owned a

number of donkeys, with which they attended the local fairs,
fetes, etc., and they became well-known characters in the

district. Neither of them had received any education, with
the result that neither could read nor write. A few years ago
her brother died and since then she has lived on her own in

the caravan.

In the Autumn of 1964 she began to neglect cleaning both
the caravan and herself and complaints were received from
other van-dwellers on the site. Numerous visits were made
in an endeavour to keep her in reasonable condition, but in
time it became obvious that she was getting to a stage of being
incapable of looking after herself. Attempts were made to
find relatives, but the only one that could be found was an
elderly niece who belonged to a family of show people travell-
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Noise Abatement Act, 1960,

During the year under review 16 complaints were received
and 38 visits made for investigation purposes. In accordance
with the normal pattern most of the complaints referred to
industrial noise, and investigation included measurement of
noise in the approved manner and negotiations with manage-
ments as to remedial measures.

The usual results were reduction of the noise to accepted
levels or, in certain cases, complete suppression.

With the exception of one particular complaint which
concerns a firm of Brewery Engineers who up to a few years
ago had a small factory set back some distance from the road
with a small market garden in front of it too far away for the
noise of machinery to be of any nuisance to residents in that
area. However, in recent years the business has grown and
developed to such an extent that new buildings were erected
on what was the market garden, bringing the factory quite
close to the public highway, also to houses on the opposite
side of the road. Unfortunately, this building was constructed
of steel framing and corrugated asbestos sheeting, a material
which fails to absorb or muffle any sound produced in the
factory ; in fact it tends to amplify sound.

The Firm are now engaged in making large steel tanks
for use in the brewery trade. These tanks are made in sections
and then welded together, the welded joint then having to be
hand hammered to remove excess welding material and
ensure an . even seam. It is this hammering which resounds
like the clapper of a bell, which causes the noise nuisance to
the residents in this area when a night shift is working, and
due to the large number of orders for these tanks both for
home use and export a night shift is working seven nights
a week.

Several discussions have taken place with the Manage
ment in an endeavour to find a solution to the problem a
there appears to be no means of sound proofing the building,
and up to the time of writing this report no means have been
found of abating the nuisance unless the factory is eith
pulled down and re-built in more soundproof material, o
moving the factory to another site, or taking off the nigh
shift and so reducing the output of work.
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Shops Act, 1450,

During the year 32 visits have been made in connection
with the Shops Act.

Hairdressers and Barbers.

There are 26 Gentlemen’s and 35 Ladies Hairdressing
Establishments in the Borough. 72 visits were paid to these
premises with a view to ensuring compliance with the Council’s
Byelaws relative to hairdressing hygiene, and premises and
methods were generally found satisfactory.

Common Lodging House.

There is one common lodging house registered in the
borough to accommodate 112 persons, a proportion of which,
these days, are coloured people.

Whilst every effort was made to keep these premises
under regular supervision, unfortunately this was one of the
duties which became neglected owing to shortage of staff.
During the year 21 visits were made, which is less than previous
years owing to reasons | have already explained.

However, the premises continue to function fairly satis-
factorily considering the type of building and the class of
people residing there.

One of the problems experienced during the year was
that some of the old men (pensioners) residing there prefer
the privacy of their own room, and during the year two of
these people were found to be getting neglected and dirty
due to the fact of their age and physical condition they were
incapable of looking after themselves, with the result they
had to be removed to hospital. Strangely enough, both of
these men had been offered accommodation in Old People’s
Homes by the Welfare Department, but they preferred the
freedom of the Common Lodging House to the restrictions
of an Old People’s Home.
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Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1914,

The destruction of rats and mice was carried out by the
Rodent Officer with the assistance on some occasions of the
Student Public Health Inspector in accordance with the
requirements of the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949,

Complaints by occupiers have been investigated and
treatment carried out where necessary, also regular monthly
visits and treatment when required at the premises of three
Firms in the Borough who have entered into a yearly contract
with the Corporation, for which a fixed amount is paid each
year.

The work of systematically baiting the sewers with
fluoracetamide poison bait has continued throughout the year.

The work carried out by the Rodent Officer enumerated
in the following table covers the period 1st January, 1964 to
a1st December, 1964.

An unusual pest problem arose during the summer. A
resident living on the outskirts of the Borough complained of
a nuisance which occurred during the night of numerous bats
flying around the house making a squeaking noise.

An investigation was made, when it was found that the
house had a bay window top and bottom at the front and the
space between the two bays was made up of rustic wooden
bhoarding. The bats had gained access through niches between
the board and formed a roost in the cavity at the rear, and
between thirty and forty were counted coming out at night.

I contacted Mr. O’Donoghue, the Regional Pests Officer
of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, for his
advice on means of removing them. Mr. O'Donoghue suggested
getting in touch with Mr. Pickvance of Birmingham University,
who was an expert on bats and their habits.

Mr. Pickvance suggested smoking them out and then
seal up the means of entry. He also made a request that if
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Type of Property
Non-Agricultural
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Duwelling All ather
Local Houses (inc. Business Tolal of
Authority {ine. Council Premises) Cols. (1), Agricultural
FHouses) (2) and (3)
i Number of properties in Local Author-
ity’s District 102 16,674 2,630 19,406 12
ii. Number of properties inspected as a
result of :
{2) Notification 26 510 179 715 Nil
(b) Survey under the Act Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
{¢) Otherwise (c.g., when visited prim-
arily for some other purpose) Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
iii,  Total inspections carried out — in-
cluding re-inspections Pk ; 78 1,275 476 1,829 Nil
iv. Number of propertics inspected (in
Sect. it) which were found to be infected
by :
Major 1 3 2 (i Nil
{a) Rats
Minor 13 435 127 80 Nil
Major i Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
(b) Mice
Minor ) 72 a0 129 Nil
V. Number of infested properties {m Sect.
iv.) treated by the LA, : . 26 510 179 715 Nil
vi. Total treatments carried out — includ-
ing re-treatments 30 532 187 749 Mil
vii,  Number of notices served under Section
4 of the Act : : S
(a) Treatment Nil il Nil Nil Nil
(4) Structural Work (i.e. Proofing) .. Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
viii. MNumber of cases in which default
action was taken following the issue ; y
of a notice under Sect. 4 of the Act Nil il Nil Nil Nil
ix. Legal Proceedings Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil
x. Number of ““Block’ control schemes ; .
carried out & Nil Nil Nil Nil
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Clean Air Act, 1950.

. Measurement of Atmospheric Pollution.

Details of the results obtained from deposit and lead
peroxide gauges for the year under review and also for th
previous years for comparison purposes are given on th
adjoining pages.

As will be seen from these, there is very little difference
from previous years. The Andressey Hospital and the
Cemetery figures remain fairly constant. The Town Hall area
continues to be the one most heavily affected by deposits.
However, there is a slight decrease on last year’s figures and
it is anticipated it will decrease still more now that the factory
next door has closed down. On the other hand the figures
for Eatough’s show an increase on last year and so far no
explanation can be found. Investigations are still being made
in an endeavour to find the cause.

2. Industrial Pollution.

(a) During the year 45 visits and observations were made
for smoke and grit and no serious contraventions were observed.
Once again the most regular and serious offender was th
Public Baths. However, in December the old boilers we
finally taken out and scrapped and new oil-fired boilers
installed complete with metal chimney stack, so that the old
brick chimney stack will eventually be demolished.

Thus any complaints received now concerning smok
emissions from industrial premises in the Borough, investiga-
tions can be made without our being asked, as we have bee
on many occasions during the last few years, ““Why don’t you
put your own premises in order before you come botherin
us
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Smoke Contirol Areas.

Very little progress was made during the year to lurther
the establishing of the No. 1 Smoke Control Order. This
was in no way due to any neglect by the staff of this Department
but rather to delay in receiving approval from the Ministry
of Housing and Local Government.

At the request of the Ministry a Meeting was arranged
in March at which attended representatives of makers and
suppliers of solid smokeless fuels, also representatives of the
Gas and Electricity Boards. The object of the Meeting was
to ascertain if there would be suflicient smokeless fuel available
both for the No. 1 Smoke Control Area and the remainder of
the area in the proposed plan to cover the whole of the Borough
in 15 years. Assurance was given at the Meeting that adequate
supplies of smokeless fuels for all types of solid fuel appliances
and of gas and electricity would be available to meet these
needs.

In November the Order was made by the Council
declaring the Uxbridge Ward as the No. 1 Smoke Control
Area and the Order to come into operation on 1st September,
1965. However, at the end of December information was
received from the Ministry that several objections had been
received from residents in the Uxbridge Ward which would
result in a Public Inquiry having to be held sometime in 1965,
which means that it is quite probable that the operative date
may have to be extended to some time in 1966,
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Food Hygiene Guild

The activities of the Food Hygiene Guild during the year
covered by this Report have been severely curtailed due to
the shortage of Public Health Inspectors. However, the
Executive Committee of the Guild met six times during the
year and on each occasion lively discussion took place on
matters appertaining to food hygiene.

Despite the lack of organised meetings individual members
have maintained the high standards of food hygiene demanded
by the Guild's Codes of Practice. Whilst these Codes of
Practice contain requirements very similar to those of the
Food Hygiene General Regulations they have the advantage
in that a Code of Practice has been formulated for each class
of trade thus allowing for specialised application.

As in previous years a representative of this Department
has, under the auspices of the Food Hygiene Guild, retained
a personal contact with representatives of Trade and Consumer
Associations in the town and has in this way been able to
observe current trends in the local food trade.

The question of ammending the Constitution of the
Guild to include food premises situated in neighbouring
authorities was discussed, but no action has yet been taken
on this matter.

Merchandise Marks Act

Routine inspections have been made of food establish-
ments, including the Market, in order to see that foreign
produce is properly labelled according to the Orders made
under the Act.

In several instances infringements have been noted and
after warnings the necessary labels have been displayed.

The Liquid Egg (Pasteurisation) Regulations, 1963,

(z) Number of egg pasteurisation plants in the

district : : Nil.
(iz)  Number of samplﬂs nf' Ilql.nd egg aulJmmcd

to the Alpha-Amylase test and their results . . Nil.

(#i1) Comments on the first year’s administration
of these Regulations .. e o 3 Nil.
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Meat Inspection

There has been no alteration during the year in the
number of slaughterhouses in the Borough. These total nine,
which includes a Bacon Factory and a small private abattoir,
all of which comply with the standards laid down by the
Slaughterhouse Regulations, and all have been conducted
satisfactorily during the year.

Meat inspection has continued to be maintained at
1009, throughout the year, and with excellent co-operation
of the Butchers, very little inspection has had to be done
outside normal office hours, and only very occasionally has it
been necessary for any meat inspection to be carried out on
Sundays.

It is still necessary for the Inspectors to commence work
early in the day at the Bacon Factory, but this is unavoidable
owing to the more mechanised and continuous system employed
there.

It is pleasing to note that for the third year running
out of 5,331 cattle slaughtered, none were affected with
Tuberculosis.

The following tables give details of animals slaughtered
and causes of condemnation. -

'
L]

Number of Animals Slaughtered
and Inspected

Month | Cows | Beasis Sheep l Pigs Calves E Tatal
January s 77 531 1,612 | 6,847 | 26 9,003
February i Ho 411 829 | 6,911 19 8,250
March p 48 446 668 i 6,088 47 8,197
April L~ 41 480 530 q,142 15 10,208
May - Ao AT 664 | 7.307 9 8,474
June o 81 | 330 Qo0 6,000 8 7,310
July e 29 | 338 778 7.541 7 8.693
August i 3o | 208 1,10t | 6abo | g | 7.508
September .. 27 | 4qi4 1,700 7,900 | 2 {10,057
October e 87 340 1,675 7,126 13 0,241
November .. 73 80 1,623 6,491 8 8,575
December .. 53 333 | 4179 | G408 | 9 | 7.977

Totals . . ti5b | 4,675 1 13,268 | 84.906 | 177 ilug,ﬁﬁ-z
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Meat Inspection Regulations, 1963.

During the year 2,102 visits were made to slaughter-
houses for the purpose of meat inspection in accordance with
the Meat Inspection Regulations, 1963, which represents a
1007, meat inspection as laid down by the Regulations. The
work progressed quite smoothly and no real difficulties were
experienced, the Butchers co-operating with the Inspectors
In every respect.

The real problem arose when some of the Inspectors were
taking their annual leave and due to the shortage of staff it
became diflicult to allocate the work between the remaining
Inspectors. On some occasions this entailed going to the
slaughterhouse myself to do the meat inspection, which often
meant that administrative work at the office had to be fitted
in between dashing out to a slaughterhouse and back again,
and on some occasions this proved rather hectic.

The first of October this year saw a complete 12 months
of operating the scale of charges for meat inspection, and it
was agreed to the trade last year that at the end of 12 months
the charges would be reviewed to see if any reduction could
be made.

In view of this records were kept of the amount of time
taken for the inspection at each individual slaughterhouse,
and from this it was worked out the actual expense to the
Corporation based on the hourly pay of an Inspector, to which
was added a percentage for administration costs.

The sum total was then compared with the total amount
of money received from the butchers. From this it was found
there was a small surplus of money received from the Butchers
over the cost to the Corporation to carry out these duties and
it was agreed that a refund should be given to Messrs. Roberts
and Birch and the Burton-on-Trent Co-operative Society.
At the same time it was agreed that the Provisional Charges
for 1965 should be :

Burton-on-Trent Co-operative Society Ltd. Maximum less 109
Roberts & Birch Ltd. - ad. per pig
All other Traders - Maximum charges

A further review to be made again at the expiration of a
further 12 months, when if it was found that any increased
costs had arisen then adjustments would have to be made to
cover these.









OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAYS PREMISES
ACT, 19063.

This is an Act which applies to all office premises, shop
premises and railways premises in which any person or persons
are employed, except where the total number of manhours
worked does not exceed 21 hours a week or where the only
persons employed are the husband, wife, parent, grand-
parent, son, daughter, brother, sister or grandchild of the
person by whom they are so employed. The purpose of the
Act is designed to bring improved standards of working
conditions to all these premises, which became enforceable
this year but to be brought about in various stages. The first
stage, which became operative on st May, laid down that
any person who employs persons to work on such premises
must serve a notice to that effect on the local Council or other
appropriate authority before the 51st July, 1964. The response
to this was very poor and less than 509, had registered by the
31st July, 1964,

Further notices were published in the local press reminding
employers of their obligation to register their premises, but
even so by the end of the year there was still quite a number
which had failed to do so.

The second stage of the Act, which brings into effect the
main part of the Act, became operative on 1st August, while
the remaining stages become operative in January 1965 and
1966 respectively.

As [ explained in the first page of my report, it was not
possible to obtain the services of a qualified Inspector to carry
out these duties and a technical assistant was appointed who
did not commence his duties until the 1st December, 1961,
therefore I have very little to report as there was only one
month with Christmas holidays to take out. However, details
of the progress up to the end of the year are set out in the

following tables.
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THE WEEDS ACT, 1959.

During the year 20 complaints have been received of
nuisance from injurious weeds.  In all 20 cases the weeds were
cut down and destroyed.

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS
ACT, 1951.

The use of rag flock in the upholstery trade appears
to be gradually diminishing. Visits were made to all the
premises registered under the act, when it was found that the
stocks in hand were the remains of that which was sampled the
previous year, and as no further supplies were on order or
expected, it was not considered necessary to take any samples
this year.

STORAGE OF PETROLEUM SPIRIT, CARBIDE
OF CALCIUM, ETC.

The total number of stores in the Borough is 120, the
amount of spirit and mixture involved being 228,880 gallons,
(i.e. 100 containing 223,630 gallons of Petroleum Spirit and
20 containing 5,250 gallons of Petroleum Mixture) and 5
Carbide of Calcium stores containing 1 tons 8% cwis.

All these premises have been visited by an Inspector in
company with a representative of the Fire Service in order to
ascertain whether all the conditions of the licences were being
observed. In one or two instances minor contraventions were
found which were soon remedied after due notice.

EXPLOSIVES

There are 136 premises in the Borough registered for the
storage and sale of mixed explosives, i.e. fireworks and car-
tridges. There are in force stringent measures to be carried
out in connection with these explosives, both with regard to
the storage and to the sale, and all the premises concerned
were visited by an Inspector and a Fire Service representative
to see that the Regulations were being complied with.


















