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HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Tel. No. TOWN HALL,
53609 BURTON UPON TRENT.

July, 1960.

'TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN, AND COUNCILLORS
OF THE COUNTY BOROUGH OF BURTON UPON
TRENT.

Your WorsHiP, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report for
the year 1959.

It is my sorrowful duty to record the deaths during the
year of two members of the Health Committee, Councillor
Walter J. Bull, J.P., and Councillor Dr. Norman J. Cochran,
M.B.E. Councillor Bull became a member of the Health
Committze in 1945, and he died during his term of office as
Mayor of the Borough. Councillor Dr. Cochran became a
member of the Health Committee in 1950, and at the time of
his death was Chairman of the Finance Committee and
Chairman of the Education Committee of the Council.

The general health of the Borough continues to be good.
The only infectious disease of note during the year was measles,
generally of a mild type, of which 1,015 cases were notified,
compared with 39 in 1958.

The Live Birth Rate rose to 1g9.0 per 1,000, compared
‘with 17.7 in 1958. The Infant Mortality Rate fell to 28 per
1,000 live births, compared with 30 in 1958.

The number of deaths was 654, compared with 640 in
1958. Of these 118 were due to cancer, compared with 104
in 1958. The death rate from pulmonary tuberculosis was
0.04 per 1,000 population—a record low rate. There were
no maternal deaths during the year.

Staff : Dr. Michael Gibbs resigned on 28-8-59 on his
appointment as Deputy Medical Officer of Health of Mans-
field, Notts., and was succeeded by Dr. W. R. Henwood, who
' commenced duty as Assistant Medical Officer of Health on



1-9-59. At the end of the year we had 3 assistant Public
Health Inspectors and g trainee Public Health Inspectors,
and it is hoped that the staffing position in that section will
gradually improve. We commenced the year with five full-
time and 1 part time Health Visitors, but during the vyear
1 full time and 1 part time Health Visitors resigned, leaving
us with 4 full time Health Visitors at the end of the year. All
attempts to fill the vacancies cither with qualified Health
Visitors or trainees were unsuccessful.

During the year 795 children were immunised against
diphtheria, and it is estimated that only 489, of the children
in the town under 5 years of age have been immunised against
diphtheria, compared with 45%, in 1958. There is still much
apathy about this despite much publicity. Parents are inter-
ested in vaccination against poliomyelitis and tend to neglect
the protective measures available against other diseases. On
the other hand, there was a good response to active immunisa-
tion against tetanus, which was commenced during the vear,
and 1,276 children were immunised against tetanus during
the year. 7,703 persons were immunised against poliomye-
litis during the year. There was no outbreak of food poisoning
during the year.

In the Ambulance Service the number of journeys
increased by 187, and the number of patients carried decreased
by 264 during the year. The mileage during the year de-
creased by 8 miles. The average number of patients carried
per journey was 2.03 for ambulances and 2.028 for sitting
case cars.

The general sanitary condition of the Borough remains
satisfactory and I again wish to congratulate Mr. Mitton, the
Chiefl Public Health Inspector, and his staff in achieving
100", meat inspection.

I wish to express to the Chairman, Members of the
Health Committee, and to the Health Department Staff, my
thanks for the loyal support they have given me throughout|
the year.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,
ROBERT MITCHELL,
Medical Officer of Healths
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Smoking and Lung Cancer.

The Ministry of Health Circular 7 /57 dated 27th June,
1957, asks Local Authorities to publicise the connection
between tobacco smoking and cancer of the lung. The Health
Committee agreed that the Medical Officer of Health insert
suitable advertisements in the local press from time to time
drawing attention tc this.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE

Midwives. The number of midwives who, at the beginn-
ing of the yvear, gave notice of their intention to practise within
the area of the Borough, was 26, and subsequently five others
gave notice of their intention to practise. The number of
midwives practising at 31st December, 1959, was 26, viz. :-

Municipal Midwives e, ne P ” 4
Midwives employed in Institutions e 2 22
Midwifery.
Number of domiciliary deliveries attended by
Municipal Midwives during the year va T

Number of domiciliary cases in which gas and air

was administered by Municipal Midwives .. 37
Number of domiciliary cases in which Pethidine

was administered by Municipal Midwives .. 222
Number of domiciliary cases in which Trilene

was administered by Municipal Midwives .. 135

Medical Aid—Notifications.

The following notifications have been received from
Midwives :-

Stll Births .. e e % o o I
Artificial Feeding .. s . o .. 120
Liability to be a source of Infection - 55 I

Medical Practitioners’ Fees. No claims from Medical
Practitioners for assistance to Midwives in emergencies were
received during the vear.
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Voluntary Helpers. A number of ladies have acted
as voluntary helpers at the Infant Welfare Centre, some of
them over a long period of years, and have given very valuable
assistance in carrying out the work. It is only through their
regular and ungrudging help that such large numbers can
be dealt with.

“Light” Clinic. 46 new cases received treatment at the
Infant Welfare Centre and a total of 565 attendances was
made during the vear.

Ante-Natal Clinic. The Ante-Natal Clinic was held
at the Infant Welfare Centre, Cross Street, on Thursday

afternoons at 2 o'clock. The Assistant Medical Officer
of Health, was in charge.

Total number of patients who attended ok e 12
Total number of attendances P 25 il s 29

In this connection, the Health Visitors also paid 178
visits to Ante-Natal cases at home.

Ante-Natal Care. The arrangements for the ante-natal
care of expectant mothers continues to be satisfactory. The
great majority receive ante-natal care either from their own
general medical practitioner, or from the Consultant Obstet-
rician, in the case of mothers who have booked for their
confinement to take place in hospital.

Post-Natal Clinic. Post-Natal consultations and
examinations were made in 1 case who made 1 attendance.

Toddlers' Clinic. A Clinic specially reserved for the
examination of Toddlers was held during the afternoon session
of the first Wednesday in every month.

Booking of Maternity Cases. Cases are booked on
social grounds for admission to the Nursing Institution and
Andressey Hospital. The home circumstances of the cases
are enquired into, and if it is impossible for the confinement
to take place at home arrangements are made for admission to
the Nursing Institution or Andressey Hospital.
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DENTAL CARE OF EXPECTANT AND NURSING
MOTHERS and CHILDREN UNDER SCHOOL AGE.

The following report has been received from Mr. Peter
Duflield, D.F.C.., L.D.S., B.D.S., Principal Dental Officer, on
the Dental Care of Expectant and Nursing Mothers and
Children under School Age :-

Expectant and Nursing Mothers.

In the report for 1958, your Principal Dental Officer
stated that an increase was to be expected in the numbers
of expectant and nursing mothers who would request treat-
ment from your Dental Service, and the statistical table for
1959 supports this expectation. There are one or two aspects
of the table to which particular attention must be drawn.
Although the number of patients treated has increased over
the previous year by 37 (19.4%,), the number made dentally
fit during the year remains unchanged. Almost all the addi-
tional treatment consisted of the extraction of teeth, and as a
consequence there has probably been an increase in the number
of patients awaiting the fitting of dentures. However, the
larger proportion of the increase in the number of patients
cannot be accounted for in this way, and represents the patients
who have failed to keep appointments for completion of
treatment. This wastage emphasizes the emergency nature of
your dental service in that,when patients attend for treatment
for the relief of pain (and such treatment is invariably and
unavoidably the removal of a tooth or teeth) they are invited
and encouraged to attend for comprehensive treatment, but
fail to do so. With this type of response from expectant and
nursing mothers, the difficulty of getting across to the children
of these mothers assumes frightening proportions. To teach
good dental health requires unremitting effort, much of it
outside the dental surgery, in the Maternity and Child Welfare
Centres and in the meeting places of various adult organisa-
tions. Until additional full-time staff can be appointed these
efforts cannot be properly undertaken and your Dental Service
remains caught up in the unsatisfactory circle of emergency
treatment.



Children under School Age.

As with the expectant and nursing mothers, the reliel’ of
dental pain in these children continues to be the chief function
of your Dental Service, while preventive and reparative
aspects, of necessity, receive only spasmodic attention. To
illustrate the unsatisfactory nature of this state of affairs, and
the inability to improve upon it under present circumstances,
it is helpful to consider an example of the type of case which is
frequently encountered at the Clinic. A child of three years
of age will attend the dental surgery complaining of toothache,
or more likely it is the parent who will explain the nature of
the complaint, since the child will find difficulty in being so
precise but will merely hold its face and cry. Even at this early
age there is little hope that the aching tooth can be retained
without the necessity for at least two further visits. It may
be thought that the age of the child chosen as an example is
exceptional, but this is not so and is indeed a fair average of
the type of case treated. To carry out the treatment necessary
to retain the aching tooth requires first of all the whole-
hearted co-operation of the parent, who will probably require
to be convinced of the necessity and value of the treatment.
Your Dental Officer has then to win the confidence of a very
young child who is already distressed, and this is a task which
calls for many special qualities. Assuming that your Dental
Officer has cleared these two hurdles and has successfully
treated the aching tooth, he is then faced with the problem of
the other decayed teeth which will almost certainly be present
in that child’s mouth. It is clear that the Dental Officer must
be free to spend the necessary time not only in providing
active treatment, but in training the child and its parents into
acceptance of such treatment and into co-operation in the
maintainance of good dental health. Under the present
circumstances of shortage of staff, this ideal is virtually im-
possible.

While the training of children in good dental health cannot
be over stressed, it must always be remembered that the
general standard of living is continually improving, and,
because of our manner of civilisation, this improvement brings
with it a diet unsuitable for the maintainance of sound teeth
in healthy gums. To try to prevent children from eating
those things which they like and which the parents find either
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Health Visitors and Cleanliness. The Health Visitors
and Midwives in the town are active in the promotion of
cleanliness and good habits and the elimination of verminous
conditions, and where uncleanliness and verminous conditions
are discovered they endeavour to get these remedied.

The standard of cleanliness in this Borough of infants and
expectant mothers is fairly high on the whole, and only a few
families appear to be the offenders.

National Health Service Acts, 1946-52.
Health of Children—Prevention of the Break-up of
Families.

This matter is dealt with by the Co-ordinating Committee,
which meets regularly. This Committee consists of repres-
entatives of the Health, Education, Children’s and Welfare
Services Departments, together with representatives of the
Children’s Care Committee (a voluntary organisation), the
Probation Department, the N.S.P.C.C., the Ministry of
Labour, the Ministry of National Insurance, and others.
Individual families are reviewed [rom time to time, information
is collated, and any necessary action decided upon.

PREMATURE BIRTHS
Number of Premature Live Births notified.

(@) In I-Insl}ital e s s e bo
(b) At Home e 3
(¢) In Private Nursing Homes

14
Total £ & 74

Number of Premature Still-Births Notified.

(¢) In Hospital o < o < 19
(6) At Home .. - o s i I
(¢) In Private Nursing Homes i e -

1o R i L4

No cases were notified of Retrolental Fibroplasia in
premature infants.
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Number of cases where domestic help was provided
during the year :-
Cases included in
frrevtons col. in
which helfy began
i i ) frrtor lo 1950.
(@) Maternity (including expectant
mothers) i~ - i 25 |

(f) Tuberculosis S i 2 2
(¢) Chronic sick (including aged

and infirm) .. e .+ 256 154
(d) Others .. = g £ 37 10

Annual Report of Domestic Help Organiser

During the year ended December 31st, 1959, we assisted
320 cases, of which 25 were confinement cases, and of the
general cases, two-thirds were chronic sick, most of them
having been assisted with help over several years.

The Service has continued to meet the varying needs of
the persons concerned, and help has been given at week-ends
and holiday times where the need was essential.

At the end of the year 42 Home Helps were employed,
and it has only been necessary to replace women who wished
to resign from the Service due to ill-health of herself or dom-
estic ties at home. Very little difficulty has been experienced
in obtaining suitable women, and all the Home Helps appear
contented and willing to carry out any job allotted to them.

In November the charge for Home Help rose from 2 [6d.
to 3 [bd. per hour, and a new system of assessment of charges
was introduced. This included the introduction of persons
in receipt of National Assistance paying 6d. per hour for their
help, and the charge in the majority of cases being met by
the National Assistance Board, resulting in a benefit to the
person concerned, the majority of whom are aged and alone.

The help continues to be paid for weekly by the persons,
and the present system of accounting is operating very smoothly
and successfully, practically no bad debts have been incurred.

A successful Christmas Dinner and Social Evening was
again held in December, attended by Home Helps and their
friends and members of the Health Committee.

The Service appears to be much appreciated by the
public, all demands for help having been met and organized
accordingly. J. E. ALDER,

Domestic Help Organiser.
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Comparative figures for 1958 were 2.1 and 2.04, and this
slight decrease can, in the main, be attributed to the increased
number of emergency calls which rose by 108, from 1,052 in
1958 to 1,160 in 1959. This type of case usually requires
the attendance of a vehicle to transport one patient only,
with no possibility of co-ordination.

The total mileage of 1,279 is divided between Ambulance
and Sitting Cars as lollows : Ambulances 45,452 (decrease of
866 miles), Sitting Cars 45,827 (increase of 858 miles). This
continues the trend shown in the previous years report,
whereby the greatest use is made of the large sitting case
vehicles which are undoubtedly the more economic means
of transport.

This is also shown by the fact that the average mileage
per patient carried by ambulance has been reduced from
3.77 to 3.6, while at the same time the average mileage per
sitting car patient has increased from 4.8 to 5.23.

The Standing Order Cases attending the various out-
patient departments of the General Hospital still account for
the bulk of the work being performed by the Ambulance
Service. It is unlikely that the number of such cases will ever
be reduced and it is therefore imperative that as soon as the
patient’s condition permits, the use of ambulance transport
should be discontinued. During the final stages of a patient’s
recovery the use of public transport should be utilised when-
ever possible. This object is achieved in many instances by
the periodic review of such cases, together with the co-opera-
tion of the hospital staffs.

It will be recalled that in my 1958 Report I suggested
that some consideration should be given to the setting up of a
Premature Baby Unit either in the County Borough or con-
siderably nearer than Birmingham some g0 miles away.
The Burton Hospitals, in addition to dealing with maternity
cases within the County Borough, also accept maternity
cases from a considerable area of both Staffordshire and
Derbyshire. Any premature births which occur among
these cases from outside areas become the responsibility of
the County Borough Ambulance Service when transport is
required to a Premature Baby Unit. Special oxygen equip-
ment is required during the journey, and nursing attention
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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE

1. ADMINISTRATION.
@) Constitution and Meetings of Committee.

All matters relating to Mental Health are dealt with at
the monthly meetings of the Health Committee of the Council.
(b)) Number and Qualifications of Staff employed in

the Mental Health Service.

Dr. Robert Mitchell, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H., Medical
Officer of Health and Principal School Medical Officer.
Approved by the Ministry of Education for the ascertainment
and certification of mental defectives and educationally
sub-normal children. Administrator and Medical Director
of the Mental Health Service.

Dr. G. M. Curtois, M.R.C.P., L.R.C.P., D.P.H., Deputy
Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Officer.
Approved by the Ministry of Education for the ascertainment
and certification of mental defectives and educationally
sub-normal children.

Dr. M. A. Gibbs, M.A.,, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.H,,
Assistant Medical Officer of Health and School Medical
Officer. Approved by the Ministry of Education for the
ascertainment and certification of mental defectives and
educationally sub-normal children.

(Resigned 28th August, 1959).

Mr. J. A. Warren, Mental Health Officer.

Mr. D. B. Speed, Trainee Mental Health Officer.
(Commenced 2nd November, 1959).

Duly Authorised Officers :

Mr. J. Easton.

Mr. G. M, Upton.

Mr. J. A. Warren.
Occupaltion Cenlre :

Mr. J. R. Pumlford, Supervisor. Supervisor’s Diploma
of the National Association for Mental Health.

(Resigned 27th February, 1959).
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2. ACCOUNT OF WORK UNDERTAKEN IN THE
COMMUNITY.

(a) Prevention, Care and After-care.

The services of the Local Health Authority for the
Prevention, Care and After-care of patients have been fully
maintained during the year.

A psychiatric clinic, manned by staff from St. Matthew's
Hospital, Burntwood, has continued to be held at the General
Hospital, Burton upon Trent, each week and this has proved
most valuable. Patients are referred to this clinic by the
General Practitioners and are able to receive advice and
treatment, when necessary, in the carly stage of their illness.

The number of patients requiring After-care has remained
at a steady level, compared with the previous year, and the
benefit derived from visits to these patients has proved most
satisfactory.  Reports on the progress of the patients were
transmitted to the hospitals concerned.

(/) Under the Lunacy and Mental Treatment Acts,
18go - 1g30.
The Duly Authorised Officers dealt with all matters
arising under the Lunacy and Mental Treatment Acts.

The number of patients reported to have been admitted
into Mental Hospitals during the year amounted to 133, a
decrease of 13 compared with the previous year. As from
the 6th October, 1950, it became possible for patients to be
admitted into mental hospitals on an Informal basis, and
where this procedure was adopted the Local Health Authority
were not notified of the admission, so it is possible that more
patients were admitted into mental hospitals than the quoted
number of 133.

Of the number of patients reported to the Local Health
Authority 107 were admitted as Voluntary Patients under
Section 1 of the Mental Treatment Act, 1930, 24 under short
term orders under Sections 20 and 21 of the Lunacy Act,
1890, and 2 under Section 16 of the Lunacy Act, 18go. Of
the patients admitted under short term orders, one was
certified under Section 16 of the Lunacy Act, 18go, after
admission, and the remainder were either sniliciently re-
covered to return home or remain in hospital as Voluntary
or Informal patients at the expiry of the orders.
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Arrangement for out-patient treatment at St. Matthew's
Hospital, Burntwood, was continued throughout the year
and many patients, who would otherwise have had to enter
hospital, received treatment on an out-patient basis.

The conveyance of patients to mental hospitals was
carried out by the Ambulance Service of the Council and this
arrangement worked well during the year.

(¢) Under the Mental Deficiency Acts, 1913 - 1938,

The ascertainment of mental defectives within the area
was mainly done through the medium of the School Medical
Service. This service comes under the direct control of the
Medical Officer of Health as Principal School Medical Officer
and this ensures that all mentally retarded children of school
age are brought before the notice of the Local Health Authority.
In addition, all other departments of the Council dealing with
pre-school children report all cases of mentally retarded
children coming within their purview to the Medical Officer
of Health and close co-operation exists between the General
Practitioners and the Health Department in this respect.

During the year three new cases (two males and one
female) were ascertained. These cases were placed under
Statutory Supervision and in one of the cases application was
made to the Regional Hospital Board for a vacancy in an
Institution for mental defectives.

At 315t December, 1950, an analysis of the cases of mental
deficiency coming within the purview of the Council was as
follows :-

Males  Females Total
In Institutions o o .- 94 23 57
In Institutions—
Belonging to other Authorities,

having  relatives domiciled in

Burton upon Trent .. 2% TR 8 16
On Licence from Institutions .. Al I 4
Under Guardianship .. A PR - 1
Under Statutory Supervision S D 41 81
Under Voluntary Supervision. . BNRE 1 11 25

100 84 184
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Of the number under Statutory Supervision shown
above, four patients were awaiting admission into Institutions
for Mental Defectives,

All mental defectives under Guardianship, Statutory
Supervision and Voluntary Supervision were visited in their
homes by the Mental Health Officer at least once per quarter,
and all patients on licence from Institutions, residing within
the area, were similarly visited and periodical reports on
their progress furnished to the respective Institutions.

The good relationship between the patients, their parents
and the Mental Health stafl continues to exist and enables
the best results to be achieved in the care and supervision of
the patients. A Parent-Teacher Association was formed
during the last quarter of the year and this tends to further
this good relationship.

In connection with the training and occupation of mental
defectives, the Occupation Centre, situate at Anglesey Road,
Burton upon Trent, has been fully manned during the year
and the number attending thereat for training was 35, includ-
ing three from a neighbouring Authority.

The patients attending at the Centre were mainly within
the age group of six to sixteen years, but there were eleven
adults also attending whose ages ranged from sixteen to
thirty-five years.

The type of training given varies according to the age
and ability of the patients, and includes Habit Training,
Social Training, Hygiene, Rug-Making, Basketry, etc. During
the year two part-time officers were appointed for the purpose
of teaching Cookery and Laundry to the older female patients
and Woodwork to the older male patients. Good progress
was made with these additional subjects and has received
appraisal from the parents of the older patients.

In July an “Open Day and Sale of Work™ was held at
the Centre, when articles made by the patients were sold
and a sum of £19 2s. 6d. realised.

For the purpose ol transporting the patients to and from
the Centre a Special "Bus, together with a Guide-Attendant,
was provided, and the patients are collected and set down at
varying points near the homes of the patients. This arrange-
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PUBLIC SWIMMING BATHS

I am indebted to Mr. G. E. Fisher, Baths Superintendent,
for the following report :-

The Burton Baths, which was first opened in 1875,
consists of two swimming baths, seventeen gentlemen and
seven ladies slipper baths, laundry, Assembly Hall and canteen.

Due to the excellent public transport the baths service
a very large area bounded by Derby to the north and Lichfield
to the south, with Ashby-de-la-Zouch to the east. Approxi-
mately 5 miles to the west beyond Uttoxeter is also covered.

The swimming pool sizes are as follows :-

No. 1 Bath : 75 ft. x 34 ft. 6 ins. Maximum depth 7 ft.
No. 2 Bath : 62 ft. x 36 ft. 6ins. Maximum depth 4 ft. 6 ins.

Pine, brine and foam baths are carried out in the slipper
bath sections but there is little demand for this type of bath.

The laundry is reasonably well equipped, and in addition
to the normal baths washing work is undertaken for the other
departments of the Corporation.

The Assembly Hall is suitable for wedding receptions,
meetings and other small functions.

The water supply for all departments is provided by the
South Staffs. Water Works. The water in the swimming
baths is filtered and chlorinated continually during public
bathing and break point method of chlorination is adopted.
The turnover period for filtration in the No. 1 Bath is four
hours and the No. 2 Bath three hours. The emptying of the
baths is approximately every five years No. 1 Bath and annually
for the No. 2, but the monthly loss of water from each bath is

equal to its capacity.

Eight samples of water from the Public Swimming Baths
were submitted to bacteriological examination during the
year and all were found to be satisfactory.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
for 1959.

I have the honour to present my sixth Annual Report
upon the work of the Public Health Inspectors for the year
ended 31st December, 1959.

There have been no changes in the staff during the
year.

The legislation governing slaughterhouses and slaughter-
ing generally has been brought another step forward towards
uniformity of practice throughout the country.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food issued
an Order early in the year, ““The Slaughterhouses Reports
(Appointed Day) Order, 1959, which appoints 2nd Novem-
ber, 1959, as the earliest day by which local authorities shall
submit their reports on slaughterhouse facilities to the Ministry
as required by Section 3 of the Slaughterhouses Act, 1958,
and these reports must be submitted not later than 12 months

after this date.

These reports must contain the number of slaughter-
houses in the district which comply with the “*Construction™
Regulations, those which do not but can be brought up to the
necessary standards, and those which do not and cannot be
brought up to the necessary standards.

Thus, when these reports have all been received by the
Ministry presumably the general slaughtering facilities for the
whole of the country will emerge and the use of old and
ohsolete slaughterhouses will be discontinued. In this way
the general standard of the slaughterhouse will be substantially
raised.

During the year the regulations governing the manufac-
ture and sale of ice-cream have been materially altered, a new
standard for the composition of ice-cream has been issued in
the Food Standards (Ice-Cream) Regulations, 1959. Generally
speaking, all ice-cream must contain at least 59%, fat and
219/ milk solids other than fat. Ice-cream sold under the
{It-:scriptic-n “Dairy Ice-Cream”, *‘Dairy Cream Ice” or
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“Cream Ice” must contain no other fat and solids except
that derived from milk. All Ice-Cream with the exception
of a **Cold Mix" must be either pastcurised or sterilised during
the course of manufacture and after freezing must be kept
at a temperature not exceeding 28°F. These latter require-
ments are embodied in the Ice-Cream (Heat Treatment)
Regulations, 1959. In addition, under the Labelling of Food
(Amendment) Regulations, 1959, if' Ice-Cream is made with
ingredients which do not contain milk fat, this fact must be

declared by the retailer either by a label or suitable words on
the container.

New Milk and Dairies Regulations have been made
during the year embodying all the previous ones which deal
with the registration of dairy farmers, distributors or retailers,
and premises used as dairies. The registration of dairy farms
and dairy farmers is still under the supervision of the Ministry’s
officers and distributors and retailers have to be registered
with the local authority.

One important amendment to the previous regulations
is that distributors are now required to be registered only
with the local authority in whose area the premises from
which the milk is distributed are situated.

Two new Regulations dealing with food have been
issued during the year, i.e. The Condensed Milk Regulations,
dealing with the labelling of the containers, and the Arsenic
in Food Regulations, 1959, prescribing the amount of this
chemical allowed in certain articles of food and drink.

There has been no great change in the housing legislation
which affects this department. A short Act was passed duri ng
the year, the Landlord and Tenant (Furniture and Fittings)
Act, which deals with the selling of articles of furniture at an
unreasonably high price and provides for the Local Authority
lo take action in such cases which come to light.

Abatement of Nuisances.

During the year 454 complaints were received and
investigated and the necessary action taken.

Sanitary defects remedied numbered 605 and the total
number of visits to premises for all purposes during the year
was 12,402,


















This Lodging House has been kept under close supervision
during the year as the Deputy Keeper approved in 1058 was
not entirely satisfactory and ultimately left the premises.
Another Deputy has been appointed. A notice was served
under the Public Health Act for the abatement of certain
nuisances in the shape of repairs to W.C’s. and windows,
general cleansing, and the removal of insanitary accumula-
tions. The majority of these repairs have now been remedied
and in consequence the general condition of the place has
improved.

Rates and Mice Destruction.

As in previous years the work of rats and mice eradication
was carried out by a fully trained operative, including the
treatment of the sewers. It is interesting to note that only
in certain parts of the town, particularly on the south side,
are the sewers infested to any great extent.

One major infestation of rats occurred at the town end
of the Ferry Bridge, a large colony having established them-
selves amongst the undergrowth on land intersected by the
streams of the River Trent. The local Inspector of the Trent
River Board was informed, who authorised the destruction
of the undergrowth. This was subsequently done by means
of lame throwers and in the process a large number of rats
was destroyed. Observations later revealed that the infesta-
tion had been eradicated.

The following is a summary of the work carried out on
rodent destruction during 1959 :-

Complaints received of infestation % e e 340
Number of treatments carried out i 2 S T
Number of premises re-inspected after treatment e 366
Number of premises cleared L bl e .o 948
Number of dead rats found after treatment .. S
Sewer manholes treated .. e . s s i
Number of visits made .. i . EF S i

Other Vermin Repression.

During the year a number of complaints were received
of infestation of premises by bugs, fleas, beetles, cockroaches,
and other vermin of doubtful identification and the premises
were treated with a suitable insecticide.
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Clean Air Act, 1950,
During the year 150 visits and interviews have been
made in connection with the Clean Air Act.

In March the new Building Bye-law came into force in
the Borough making provision for fixing in new buildings
such furnaces and appliances suitably designed for burning
authorised fuels.

A circular letter was received from the Ministry of
Housing and Local Government calling lor reports from
Local Authorities in ‘“‘black areas” on the domestic smoke
problem as a whole to be received by the middle of the year.
Happily, Burton upon Trent is not in a black area.

In July another Order was made exempting certain
furnaces from the provisions of the Act, providing they are
capable of burning other than smokeless fuel without produc-
ing smoke or a substantial quantity of smoke.

In six instances notifications, with plans and specifica-
tions, have been received from certain firms for the alteration
or improvement of existing boiler plants or the installation
of new. In addition, two premises installed oil-fired boiler
plant in place of an older type using solid fuel.

In connection with a long-standing nuisance from regular
emission of black smoke and grit from a chimney in the
Borough, work is now in progress on the installation of new
boiler plant and higher chimney. The use of the old boiler
plant has now been discontinued and a temporary oil-fired
boiler installed.

Complaints of the emission of sulphurous fumes from the
chimney of a certain Foundry premises in the borough were
investigated in conjunction with the Alkali Inspector for the
district. In consequence, certain improvements are being
carried out to the furnaces.

The chimney on the premises of another firm in the
town was responsible for the emission of grit in such quantities
as to be a nuisance. After visits and consultations with the
management a special grit arrestor was installed.

The two deposit gauges located in the Borough are still
being used and the resulting accumulations of deposits anal-
ysed by the Corporation Chemist.
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There were no cases of adulteration but six instances of

minor discrepancies, as follows :-

No. 1. : Alka-Seltzer — Submitied by a private person and

No.

No.

upon analysis was found to have detericrated owing to
dampness. No further action was taken.

. 2. : Plain Flour — This was certified by the Analyst

to be below the required standard (.55 mgms. of iron
per 1oogrms.). A letter of warning was sent to the
Wholesalers.

3. : Sausage — Two samples obtained from the same
retailer, one beef and one pork. These were found to
contain preservatives but no declaration had been noted
by the purchaser as required by the Regulations. A
letter of warning was sent to the retailer.

. 4. : Colourless Iodine —
No.

5. : Borax and Honey — In both cases the samples
were satisfactory as regards composition, but there were
slight discrepancies in the labelling of the containers.
The vendor was warned to give stricter attention to
labelling in the future.

6. : Corned Beef — This was submitted by a retailer
after complaints from his customers. The Analyst
reported that the meat had absorbed a certain amount
of iron from the container and, whilst not harmful,
rendered the meat unpalatable. The remainder of the
consignment, which was a small one, was destroyed, and
the facts were reported to the Inspector of the district
from which the tins were supplied.

The following is a classified list of Food Premises

in the Borough.

Grocers .. it s - ; 1G0
Butchers .. L A% s = ' = b2
Fruiterers and Greengrocers i o = 5 58
Sugar Confectioners ! i o o s 59
Fish and Potato Friers .. 42 s > 2 36
Wet Fish Shops .. s o i 5 s 16
Dairies P o s s i - e 15

Cafes and Snack Bars L g g S =% 21
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Food Hygiene Guild

The Burton upon Trent Food Hygiene Guild has now
been in existence practically eight years, but despite every
effort the membership remain static, probably due to the
implementation of the Regulations already referred to. The
Executive Committee of the Guild has met four times during
the year, the membership of which includes three members
of the local Health Committee, the Medical Officer of Health
and the Chief Public Health Inspector, who acts as Secretary,
During the year two new members were admitted and 45
certificates were renewed.

Merchandise Marks Act

As In previous years routine inspections have been made
of food establishments, including the market, in order that
any infringements of the Orders made under the Merchandise
Marks Act might be corrected, but no such infringements
were noted.

Ante and Post-Mortem Inspection of Food Animals

Animals at lairage are inspected by the meat inspectors
before slaughter and veterinary inspectors of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food periodically attend the local
cattle market for the same purpose when necessary.

It has always been the policy of this Local Authority
to carry out 100%, meat inspection and this has been done
during 1959.

100,266 carcases of food animals were inspected and
47 tons 6 cwts. 1 qr. 17 1bs. of meat and offals were rejected
as unfit for human consumption.

Disposal of Diseased Meat and Unsound
Food Stuffs

Carcase meat and offal thus rejected is collected by
two local firms and contracted out to animal feeding stuff
manufacturers, where it is sterilised and converted into cat
and dog food.
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Publicity. New Orders issued by the Ministry of Agri-
culture affecting diseases of animals generally are publicised
in the local press.

The Weeds Act, 1g59. This Act consolidates the
provisions of previous enactments relating to the destruction
of certain injurious weeds growing upon any land (particularly
The Injurious Weeds Order, 1948).

During the year two complaints have been received of
nuisance from injurious weeds and in each case the weeds
have been cut down and destroyed after due notice had been
given to the occupiers of the land.

FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS ACT, 1qz6.

Twelve samples of fertiliser and twelve samples of feeding I
stuffs were obtained for analysis during the vear. |

All the feeding stufls were satisfactory, but in the case of
the fertilisers five of the samples differed from the statutory
statements as to the ingredients given by the vendors at the
time of purchase.

Full investigation was made in these cases and the follow-

ing action taken — '

All remaining stocks in the hands of the vendors were
withdrawn from sale.

Information was given to the Local Authorities of the
districts in which the premises of the wholesalers
were situated.

A letter of warning was sent to each wholesaler by the
Town Clerk.

Further samples of these commodities will be taken in
due course.

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS
ACT, 1951.

Four samples of rag flock were examined for the standard
of cleanliness required by the Act and in two cases the rag
flock did not comply with the standard prescribed.
















