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Rural District Council of Burnley

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health
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Section A.
VITAL STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

Registrar-General’s Estimate of population mid-year

Sored af the PSEFICt i s i it b e s 39 841
dCres

Number of inhabited houses at end of 1951, according
Faiate Boblt: i it i e D s i 6,105
| ol TR e e R e e L i Ep S [0 B2
Sum represented by 1d. rate (estimated) .................. £457-5131

The chief occupations of the people are cotton weaving,
coal mining and dairy farming.

There was practically no unemployment in the District during
the year. Social conditions, on the whole, were fairly satisfactory.

Live Birtfis Total. Male. Female.
Legitimate ... ST b 87 85
[llegitimate ... . 4 6

Birth-Rate per 1,000 estimated population mid-1951 ... 12-2

Still Births.

Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births ............... 11
Total. Male. Female.
Deaths ... sl 124 155
Death-rate per 1,000 estimated population ............... 14-3

Deaths from puerperal causes : —
ENEIDeTal BEPBIE .. iinicnvinsas sosisssmnsmmennss i)
Other maternal causes .........cccovvieeane 0

Death-rate of infants under 1 year of age . —

Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births ...... 16-8
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ... 0
All infants per 1,000 live births .....c..ccoicviinvamviaivanne 16.4

e O CAMRRT i e e e i 45
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The following graphs showing the birth and death rates and
infantile mortality rates during the past 10 years will probably

be of interest,
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School Clinics.

Elizabeth Street, Burnley.

West Bank House, Padiham.
9/11, Carr Road, Nelson.

Bank House, Albert Road, Colne.
259, Manchester Road, Nelson.

Tuberculosis.

Cases of tuberculosis or suspected tuberculosis are now seen
at the Chest Clinic, Reedyford Hospital, Nelson.

Venereal Diseases.
At the Out Patient department, Victoria Hospital, Burnley.

Institutional Accommodation for Maternity Cases.
Christiana Hartley Hospital, Colne ; Fern Lea, Nelson ; Bank
Hall, Burnley. All these are under the control of the Regional
Hospital Board.
Section C.
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

Infectious Diseases.
The infectious diseases notified during the year were :(—

Scarlet Fever ... )
Paratyphoid Fever e |
Measles ... weey 198
Whooping Cnugh e
Acute Pheumonia A L
Puerperal Pyrexia 1
Meningococcal Infection.. 1
Acute Poliomyelitis (Paralytlc} 2
Dysentery... 2
Erysipelas... 2
Tuberculosis. Pul- Non-Pul-
Total.  monary. monary.
Number of primary notifications
received from medical prac-
titioners on Form A. ... TS R 11 4

Un-notified cases (obtained from
Death Returns) — —
Total o T - 11

B
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Experience gained in investigating private supplies points
to the fact that the season of the year affects samples far more
than the weather. Pollution appears to be caused by manuring
of land and by horses and cattle and to a small extent by sheep.
In the spring and late autumn when land is manured, more
unsatisfactory results are obtained than in the summer and
winter.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

The department has again been concentrating on the
improvement of obsolete septic tanks and filters. When any of
these tanks are emptied an inspection is made and where
1rnpmvements or repairs are necessary the appropriate notice
is served on the owner.

The chief source of river pollution, however, is still from
villages not sewered.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

In April 1950, the Council decided to help towards the cost
of converting privies and pails to fresh water closets. A grant
of £8 or half the cost of the conversion, whichever is the lesser,
is now paid towards the cost.

The following table shows the number of conversions carried
out during the year .—

Privy closets to fresh-water closets ...
Privy closets to waste-water closets...

Pail closets to fresh-water closets 6
Pail closets to waste-water closets ... —
Trough closets to fresh-water closets.. 9
Waste-water closets to

fresh-water closets bl I+

The approximate numbers of the different types of sanitary
conveniences are as follows :—

Fresh-water closets R,

Waste-water closets o 2518

Pail closets ... . 5 ... 1078
(including tank clnsets}

Trough closets 12

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Improvement was again made in the Cleansing Service by
the purchase of an S. & D. 18/20 cu. yd. Fore and Aft tipper.
The Council now own all their own vehicles for this service.
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Refuse Collection.

Vehicles :

One 18/20 cu. yd. Shelvoke & Drewry Fore & Aft tipper.
One 10 cu. yd. Shelvoke & Drewry Side Loader.
One 5 cu. yd. Bedford Side and Rear Loader.

These vehicles are staffed by three drivers and ten loaders.
The Shelvoke & Drewry vehicles cover the urban areas and the
Bedford covers the isolated properties. Refuse is collected
generally once per week except during holidays. The Shelvoke
& Drewry vehicles have large cabs so that the loaders are carried
under cover.

Nightsoil Collection.

Vehicle :

A Shelvoke & Drewry Cesspool emptier with nightsoil
attachment is used for this purpose. It is staffed by a driver
and two loaders,

Approximately nine hundred and thirty pails are emptied
weekly so there is little time left for septic tanks. However, the
Council have decided to purchase a nightsoil trailer which will be
attached to the Bedford waggon. This will relieve the cesspool
emptier of some pails, the loaders can be reduced to one, and
more time can be devoted to septic tanks. It will not be necessary
to increase the loaders on the Bedford.

Refuse Disposal.

Household refuse is deposited on tips in the following
parishes :— Foulridge, Reedley, Hapton, Dunnockshaw, Wors-
thorne, Briercliffe and Northtown. In addition, a small quantity
of refuse is tipped at Clayton-le-Moors and Barrowford where
a small charge is made for each load tipped.

One man is employed for tip maintenance, but it is not
possible to carry out controlled tipping on all tips with such
a small staff. This man is therefore employed mainly on the
tip at Reedley, where the bulk of the refuse is tipped.

In the past, there has been difficulty in finding suitable
covering material for tips, but now an adjoining authority allows
the Council to have screened dust free of charge ex the Disposal
works. This is very economical covering material as the only
cost is that of the vehicle and driver ; the dust being delivered
into the vehicle via a hopper.
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The colliery spoilbank reported last year appears to have
practically burnt itself out. No nuisance is caused by this fire
as the prevailing wind blows the smoke away from the populated
dl'€d.

- A laundry chimney in the district often causes a nuisance,
and the owner has experimented with a patent furnace door but
without success. An economiser has been fitted, but there is
still room for improvement. It is now proposed to increase the
height of the chimney.

RODENT CONTROL.

Rodent control in private dwellings and business premises
was carried out during the year. A free service is given in
the case of private dwellings, but a charge is made for treatment
of business premises.

On the 9th June, 1949, the Council decided to participate
in the scheme sponsored by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries for rodent control. Two of the workmen attended
a course on modern methods of rodent destruction. Rat
destruction in the sewers has been carried out, and below are
given details of infestations in sewer lengths treated up to the
end of December, 1951.

Treatment, August, 1951,
Manholes Baited. Infested.

Altham, Read, Simonstone ... 54 20
Blacko, Fence, Wheatiey Lane.. 73 11
Briercliffe Ly ; 57 3
Foulridge 45 11
Hapton, Altham 69 3]
Higham ... 61 7
Reedley ... 20 3
Sabden ... 40 6
Worsthorne B 4o s 84 15

Treatment, January, 1951.
Manholes Baited. Infested.

Altham, Read, Simonstone ... 25 9
Briercliffe 3 0
Foulridge % 26 4
Hapton, Altham 10 6
Reedley ... 4 0
Sabden ... 26 5
Worsthorne i iy S 5 1
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Comparison is made with the figures obtained when these
lengths of sewers were previously treated :

Treatment, July, 1950.
Manholes Baited. Infested.

Altham, Read, Simonstone ... 54 8
Br:ercllffe 9 2
Blacko, Fence, Wheatley Lane.. 10 1
Foulridge 45 19
Hapton, Altham 9 2
Higham ... 8 2
Reedley ... i 0
Sabden ... 40 10
Worsthorne 10 2

Treatment, January, 1950,
Manholes Baited. Infested.

Altham, Read, Simonstone ... 52 25

Blacko, Fence, Wheatley Lane.. 74 13
Briercliffe : 46 8
Foulridge L2 st % 45 9
Hapton, Altham 61 13
Higham ... 62 13
Reedley ... 13 0
Sabden ... 45 12
Worsthorne s v i 84 13

Treatment, December, 1949,
Manholes Baited. Infested.

Altham, Read, Simonstone ... 53 5
Blacko, Fence, Wheatley Lane.. 73 24
Briercliffe e s 35 23
Foulridge s 43 17
Hapton, Altham 61 28
Higham ... 60 6
Reedley 19 3
Sabden ... 19 15
Worsthorne 87 18

No. 11 Workable Area for Rodent Control.

The No. 11 workable area was formed early in 1946. This
area comprises Colne, Nelson, Trawden, Brierfield, Barrowford,
Burnley and Padiham districts and Burnley Rural District.
Each district is represented by a member of each Local Authority
and the Sanitary Inspector. Half Yearly meetings are held in
the respective districts, when problems and progress are dis-
cussed. '
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OTHER VERMIN.
Bed Bugs.

Two houses were disinfested during the year. The treatment
consists of spraying walls and the perimeter of the ceiling with
liquid insecticide incorporating D.D.T. The D.D.T. remains
lethal to bed bugs for as long as 9 months providing no decorating
or washing is carried out on the walls and ceiling.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.
The first table on Appendix A shows the number
of inspections carried out during the year.

TENTS, VANS AND SHEDS.

There are two sites on which vans and sheds are stationed
in addition to a number of movable dwellings on single sites
in other parts of the District. = None of these sites has been
licenced by the Local Authority.

FACTORIES.

There are 108 factories in the district, chiefly cotton mills
and these are inspected regularly. Many of the factories have
had modern sanitary accommodation installed in place of existing

insanitary types.

Factory inspections for purposes of provisions as to health.

Premises.

No. on

register.

No. of

inspections.

No. of
Notices.

Occupiers
prosecuted.

Factories in which Sections 1, 2, 3,
4, & 6, are to be enforced by Local

‘m thorities ...

e

—

Factories in which Section 7 is en-
forced by the Local ﬂuuthﬂnty {N-:}t

included above)

99

58

Other premises in which Section 7 is

enforced

Cases in which defects were found.

Cases in which
Particulars. defects were Referred by | No. of cases
found. Remedied.]| H.M. Inspector| prosecuted.
Want of cleanliness... J 1 1 — —_
Ineffective drainage of floors 1 — e Lo
Sanitary Conveniences :
(@) Insufficient ... 1 — 1 —-
(¢) Unsuitable or
defective 14 [ 1 o
TOTAL... 17 T 2 —
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Section E.
HOUSING.

_ There were no houses erected by the Council during the year.
I'here were four houses erected by other bodies or persons during
the year,

Inspection and Repair of Houses.

There is no improvement to report in the carrying out of
housing repair work and the Department still continued to
deal solely with the more urgent defects in dwelling houses in
the District. The main difficulty now seems to be an economical
one, as repair costs are treble those of pre-war, and rents have
not been increased accordingly.

The number of houses inspected was 84 and 177 re-inspections
were made. 97 notices requiring repairs were complied with
during the year. Five Statutory Notices were served under
Section 93 of the Public Health Act, 1936.

Particulars of housing inspections and repair work carried
out are given in Appendix B and Appendix C.

Housing Survey.

Owing to the pressure of other duties, it was not found
possible to continue with the Housing Survey which was com-
menced in 1945,

Section F.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

() THE MILK SuPPLY.

On the 30th September, 1949, many of the duties in
connection with milk supplies were taken over by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries. The inspection of dairy farms is
now no longer the concern of the local authority, but the local
authority is responsible for supervision of dairy men and milk
distributors other than dairy farmers.  The local authority is
also responsible for the sampling of milk for biological tests.

Number of dairies in the district 6
Shops in the district other than dairies 2
Premises outside the district ... 1
Number of Dealers’ Licences issued in respect of the
distribution of Tuberculin Tested Milk ... L e
Number of licences issued in respect of
Pasteurised milk : 7

Number of licences issued in respect of
Sterilised milk . —
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(b) BroLocicAL EXAMINATION OF MILK SAMPLES.
Raw Milk.

Number of samples taken for tuberculosis tests
Number of samples reported negative
Number of samples reported positive

Number of samples for methylene blue tests
Number of samples reported satisfactory
Number reported unsatisfactory

Heat Treated Milk.

Number of samples taken for phosphatase tests
Number of samples reported satisfactory
Number reported unsatisfactory

| v 0B

2 o n

The two positive samples of milk were obtained from
distributors who produced the milk in the district.

Two animals were seized by the Veterinary Inspector of the
Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries.

(¢) MeAT aNnp OTHER Foobs.

Meat.

Under the Government war-time scheme of meat control
the private slaughter houses in the District have not been used
since the beginning of the war; all slaughtering for this area
is at present carried out at the Public Abattoirs at Burnley and
Colne, with the exception of cottagers’ pigs.

The butchers’ shops have, however, been inspected and
generally were found to be clean and well maintained.

Number of pigs killed ... ... Not known
Number inspected... ies e ks %xd 12
All diseases except Tuberculosis.
Whole carcases condemned - i None
Carcases of which some part or organ was
condemned b Y 9 2 s None

Tuberculosis only.

Whole carcases condemned - None
Carcases of which some part or organ was
condemned ¥ 4

Percentage of number mspected affected with
Tuberculosis ... e 33%%
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Other Foods.

The following articles of food were condemned during the
year as unfit for human consumption :—

2 tins of Belgian Gammons.
6 tins of Condensed Milk.
18 tins of Evaporated Milk.
1 tin of Minced Beef Loaf.
9 tins of Salmon.
3 tins of Ham.
23 tins of Pork Luncheon Meat.
1 tin of Luncheon Meat.
32 Rabbits.
38 Boxes of Processed Cheese,

Food & Drugs Act, 1938.

The County Council is the Food and Drugs Authority
under the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, and deals with adulteration
of food, etc.

During the year 82 samples were obtained ; of these 66 were
of milk and the other 16 comprised :—

2 Oatmeal. 2 Table Jelly.

2 Processed Peas. 1 Christmas Pudding.

1 Custard Tart. 1 Semolina.

1 Beef Sausage. 1 Compound Codeine Tablets.
1 Crab Paste Canned 1 Camphorated Oil.

1 Dried Sage. 1 Dried Mint.

1 Mixed Spice.

All the samples were reported by the County Analyst to be
genuine with the exception of the following :—

Sample. Result of Analysis. Action Taken,

1 informal milk Deficient 4.7, solids-not-fat
and the freezing point indi-
cated the presence of 3.1%,
of extraneous water. Same vendor.

: >Formal samples

1 informal milk Deficient 11.1Y%, of solids-not | obtained.
-fat and the freezing point
indicated the presence of
11.29, of extraneous water.

-

1 formal milk  Deficient 3.39%, fat ... ...Vendor notified,



Sample.

I formal milk

1 formal milk

1 formal milk

1 formal milk

1 formal milk

1 informal milk

1 informal milk

1 informal milk

1 formal milk

1 formal milk
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Result of Analysis.

Action Taken.

Deficient 6.7, solids-not-fat | Prosecution.

and the freezing point indi-
cated the presence of 7.39,
extraneous water.

Deficient 159, solids-not-fat)
and the freezing point indi-

cated the presence of 12.4%,

extraneous water.

Deficient 12.49%;, solids-not-
fat and the freezing point in-
dicated the presence of 8.69,
extraneous water.

Vendor fined £3
with Sgns. costs.

Prosecution.

Deficient 147, solids-not-fat » Vendor fined £8

and the freezing point indi-
cated the presence of 8.5%,
and the freezing point indi-
cated the presence of 8.5%,
extraneous water.

Deficient 21.8Y, solids-not-
fat and the freezing point in-
dicated the presence of

with 8gns. costs.

15.39, extraneous water. |

Deficient 3.39%, fat ... ...Vendor notified.

Deficient of 39, fat and the
freezing point indicated the
presence of 1.19, extraneous
water.

Freezing point indicated the
presence of 0.39, extraneous

Same vendor.
Vendor cautioned
\ and further
sample obtained.

water. J

Freezing point indicated the
presence of 1.0%, extraneous

water.

Deficient 3.3%, fat and the

freezing point indicated the

Prosecution.
Same vendor.

} Vendor fined £1

with 3gns. costs.

presence of 12.59, extrane-
ous water, /
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Sample. Result of Analysis. Action taken.

1 Table Jelly = Total sugars (calculated in
accordance with the Food
Standards (Table Jellies) No action.
Order) 60.5%

1 Table Jelly = Total sugars (calculated in ) Vendor communi-
accordance with the Food | cated with ; witha
Standards (Table Jellies) view to amending
Order) only 519%,. formula.

(d) Foop PREPARING PREMISES.

Regular visits were made to canteens and food shops which
generally are kept in a satisfactory manner. Where premises
do not comply with the Food and Drugs Act, the necessary
notices are served on the occupiers.

There are, however, a considerable number of cottagers who
have catering licences, and these people are open only at holiday
times and week-ends, and they are therefore more difficult to
supervise. An arrangement has been made with the Food
Executive Officer whereby he requires the approval of the Health
Departmert before issuing any catering licence. Quite a con-
siderable number of premises were licensed before this arrange-

ment was made.

() IcCE-CREAM.
The necessary attention was given to premises where ice-
cream is prepared and/or sold.

Four samples of ice-cream were taken and submitted to the
laboratory for analysis. All these samples were found to be
satisfactory.

(¢) BAKEHOUSES.

There are 25 bakehouses on the register and routine
inspections were carried out.

SCHOOLS.

During the year, the 22 schools in the District were inspected,
and the following information may be of interest.

(a) No. of schools with unsatisfactory yard surfaces. 11
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APPENDIX B.

SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS AFFECTED.

Dwelling Houses :-—

Roofs repaired..

New roofs pruwded e

Rainwater gutters provided or mpa:lred
Verminous houses cleansed ... e
Windows provided with new sash cords

Defective windows provided or replaced

Defective plaster repaired ...

Handrails provided to staircases ...
Artificial light provided in staircases
Floors repaired or renewed ... o
New ceilings provided -
Doors and door frames repalred

Insanitary or defective sinks repla[:-a‘t.i by gla.zed sinks

Yards or paths paved or repaired

Dampness abated s

Walls re-pointed or repaired

Chimney flues repaired .
Fire ranges repaired or reueweci

Dairies :—
Dairies redrained

Factories, Workshops and Shops :—

Interveninj ventilated spaces pmwded for sanitary conveniences 1

Conveniences screened 5

Bakehouses and Food Shops :—
Provided with drains

New floors constructed
Provided with water supply

Provided with sink ...
Additional light and ventilation provided ... s
Internal walls cement plastered
Ceilings repaired
Cleansed and hm-:washed on tﬂuest

Waterclosets, Dusthins, etc. : —

Tipplers repaired or renewed

Additional water closets provided ...
Defective water closet pedestals replaced ...
Flushing cisterns repaired or renewed
Defective dustbins renewed ...
Defective pails renewed

Drainage :—

Drains repaired or reconstructed ...

Choked drains cleansed :

Inspection chambers repalred or reconstructed
Drainage disposal installations cleansed or repaired

Water Supply —
Pollation of streams abated ...

*
*
—

e b e 1D LD = U D OU e e L D e LD = L3 LR

b = b b = D = =

— L]

... 104



(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
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APPENDIX C.

1. Inspection of dwelling-houses during the year :—

(a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Act)...

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ...

(¢) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-head
(1) above) which were inspected and recorded under
the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 and 1932.

() Number of inspections made for the purpose .

Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so danger-
ous or injurious to health as to be unfit for human
hahitatiun EE LR LR -

Number of dwelling-hcuses (exclusive of those referred to
under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation

. Remedy of defects during the year without service of formal
notices :—

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence
of informal action by the local authority or their officers

. Action under statutory powers during the year: —

(@)

()

(€)

Proceedings under sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act,
1936 :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit
after service of formal notices :—

(¢) By owners ...
(b) By local authority in default of owners ...
Proceedings under Public Health Acts :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ...

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices :—
() By owners ...
(b) By local authority in {lefa.ult of owners

Proceedings under sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,
1936 :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Demo-
lition Orders were made ...

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance
of Demolition Orders o 8

84

. 179

84

97
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