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Compared also with the previous year, there were twenty three more |
deaths. Deaths attributed to coronary and other heart diseases continue '
to be the highest in number, and although much research is being done in
various parts of the world, we must institute some research of our own
here in Burnley into these conditions. Although there were twenty one
less deaths from cancer than in 1965, there was a slight increase in deaths
from respiratory conditions and from lung cancer. Of the forty six who die
forty two were males, Here I should mention that in the sphere of preventig
smoking has continued to cause as much controversy as ever in relation to
cancer of the lung. Most adults will admit that it does in fact aggravate
any chest condition and may cause chronic bronchitis, but the individual
himself will have to decide what he should do and face the facts, unwelcome

as they are bound to be.

The Chief Medical Officer for the Ministry of Health, in his report
for 1965, states that bronchitis and lung cancer, the legacies of cigarette
smoking, are the cause of more than five times as many deaths as follow
roed accidents in a year.

The number of measles cases which were notified during the year was
greatly increased from 577 last year to 1,215 in 1966, Of these, 800 cases
occurred in the last three months of the year in children under the age of
10 years, The new measles vaccine which is being tried out in selected
areas, should be of great benefit when used on a larger scale, and will
prevent these regular epidemics., Influenza is another disease to which
twelve deaths were attributed during the year in the elderly. These
occurred during the winter months. It is now possible to derive some
protection against the disease by means of vaccination, and this can be
carried out by the genersl practitioner, who will advise if the waceine
is medically indicated.

We had an excellent public respense to this year's Mags Miniature
Radiography Survey and Diabetic Survey. This was mainly due to the use of
the Locarno Ballroom as the central site,

Early in the year, it was found possible to operate a scheme of
smear testing for cervical cytology with the help of the Christie Hospital
Manchester, Women in Burnley became aware of the advantage of having this
special test done, and at the time of writing this Report, facilities are
now available at our local hospital laboratory for testing of cervical
smears. The test is generally available for any women over the age of 25
years and appointments can be made with the general medical practitioner
or through the Health Department.



There were sixty one more new cases of venereal disease than in
1965, and the principal increase was in cases of gonorrhoea, There is
a special clinic at the Victoria Hospital for treatment of these diseases.

In this Borough, where the estimated population of pensionable age
is increasing and is approximately 13.3 per cent. of the total population
compared with the national average of 12.3 per cent., the pressure of
geriatric cases on hospital accommodation is a problem. This is being
partly solved by the developing day facilities for geriatric cases, and
support for this service is given by the local Ambulance Service which
transports elderly persons to and from the day hospital clinie.

I would like to emphasise the importance of adequate facilities
for the care of the elderly in their own homes. Our home nurses and health
visitors now have an opportunity of visiting the Geriatric Clinic through
co-operation with the Consultant Geriatrician. It must be remembered that
the great majority of old people live in their own homes, and not more than
ten per cenft. are receiving hospital care, The Health and Welfare Departments
are in constant readiness to provide support for old people. Qur district
nurses call on them when made aware of the need for help, or if requested
by the general practitioner, or hospital authority. Our health visitors
also endeavour to provide some degree of surveillance of the aged.

However, despite all this, we occasionally find an elderly person
desperately in need of medical and welfare services, and by the time their
plight is made known to us they are often so ill that they have to be
removed to hospital as an emergency case. An advantage of our nurses calling
at the hospital geriatric centres is that if any patients are ready for
discharge to their homes from the geriatric wards, the visiting nurses can
meet them and arrange for any services that may be required. It must indeed
be comforting for these people to be told that their home will be prepared
for their return, and that if they are unfit for housework a home help will
be at hand. In order to allay any anxiety, meals-on-wheels, incontinent
laundry service, when necessary, the district nurse, the chiropodist and
the general practitioner, provide valuable after-care for the elderly and
the services are generally appreciated. Home care is socially desirable
because most people prefer to remain at home whenever possible. These
 services can shorten the period of hospital care, by enabling a patient to
return home, sooner than would otherwise be possible.

In order to accommodate the increased staff of our Ambulance
 Service, the additional accommodation, so long awaited for, was made
'available during the year by adding a top storey to the existing building.

It has not yet been found possible to attach our health visitors
‘to any general practice on a full-time basis, but I am indebted to my
colleagues in the medical profession for receiving the health visitors into
their surgeries.




The changing environment - The Burnley scene continues to change
at a pace perheps unequalled this century. The decline of the cotton and
coal industries hes been offset in large measure by the introduction of
new industries of a diverse nature. The hard work of Members of the
Council and officials, both past and present, in attracting new industries,
has done much to ease the problems resulting from this transition. Burnley's
plight would indeed have been serious but for their efforts.

The explosion of industry and population in the area during the
19th century, which preceded the decline in population which has taken
place since the turn of the present century,has given us a legacy of
problems which are proving diffiecult to resolve, It is not always realised
that the greater part of the Burnley we know today was born little more
then 100 years ago, and that the older part of the town was built —w=
houeses and factories slike ~== during a period of about 30 or 40 years.
It was this massive building during a relatively short period ——- resulting
in virtuslly simultaneous obsolescence a century later -=- that is ]
responsible for the acute nature of the problem today. Although the houses
brilt in this period were by no means of a low standard of amenity at the
time of their building, they fall very short of the reguirements of
satisfactory housing today. Their lack of hot water systems and baths and
clean water closets in particular makes them quite unsatisfactory by
modern standards, Many of them have fallen inte disrepair due to inadequate
maintenance and have had to be included in the Counecil's slum clearance
programme, Others, although not yet at this stage of unf1tneas, are clearly
no longer providing satisfactory homes. '

What is perhaps an even more intractable problem than the unfit
houses themseélves, is that of the unsatisfactory environment., The physical
and visual amenities of the area around a houseare as important as the
house itself. The amount of open space, children's play spaces, adequate
shops, bus services and other similar facilities, are all important, Visual
amenities are also vitally necessary for satisfactory living conditions,

It is important that the surrounding buildings should be pleasant to look
at and that there should be trees, grass and flowers wherever possible, The
drab nature of many of the houses built of the local stone, roofed-with
slate and blackened with coal smoke, makas the provision of colour and oper
space all important, '

The present state of Burnley with its remaining slum areas, its .
problem of vacant and derelict houses, and its large areas of obsolescent
development is very far from ideal, and there is much to be done before we
can be satisfied that in Burnley we have really got a town to be proud of.




_ However, there is a brighter side to the picture, and we can all
take some comfort from the progress already made. When the Council's
present slum clearance programme has been completed, some 3,500 houses or
approximately 13 per cent, of the town's housing stock, will have been
ecleared during the post-war period. At the same time approximately 2,600
local authority and over 1,000 private houses have been built, and schemes
such as New Palace House, Brunshaw and Turf Moor provide living conditions
gecond to none, whilst the proposed Trafalgar and Belvedere Estates will
make further valuable contributions to the local authority's stock of
post-war houses, Existing houses continue to be improved with the aid of
"standard grants" and some 4,200 persons have now availed themselves of
this opportunity to provide their homes with modern amenities, The number
of waste water closets in the town has dwindled steadily as more and more
are converted to clean water closets by means of the local authority's
grant scheme. The Council's smoke control programme is now well under way,
and when the No.9 area comes into operation in August, 1968, more than
half the town will be virtually smoke free. The year 1971 should see the

yirtual completion of the programme and for the first time for perhaps more

than one and a half centuries the air over Burnley will be fit to breathe.

Surely, there has been no comparable public health measure since the
introduction of sewage disposal and the provision of a public water supply.

The central area development is now progressing rapidly, and already
the centre of the town has been transformed. New roads and modern street
lighting have improved the appearance of the town and what is more
important, allows us to move around in greater comfort and safety. All
' these improvements are helping to change the old image of Burnley from
that of a dirty, depressing and squalid industrial town, to one where
people can live with pride and dignity.

T should like to record my thanks to those members of the staff who
have contributed to the production of this report. I am also pleased to
report my thanks to the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee,
members and officers of the Local Executive Committee and the Hospital
Management Committee, and to the general medical practitioners for their
excellent co-operation,

I have also received much assistance from the Chief Officers of
f the Local Authority, the Engineer of the Calder Water Board, members of
} several Voluntary Organisations and the Press.

: I have the honour to be,
L‘ Your obedient Servant,

| e 2 s,

| Hedlcal Officer of Health.
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY

Live Births

One thousand seven hundred and sixty eight live births (916 males
and 852 females) were registered in Burnley during 1966. After correction
for 44 inward and 565 outward transferable births, a net total of 1247
births, or a decrease of 49 on the total for 1965 is obtained.

The crude live birth rate is 15.91 but in order to compare the
local rate with the rate for BEngland and Wales, it must be adjusted, by
a comparability factor, to make an approximate allowance for the way in
which the sex and age distribution of the local population differs from
that of England and Wales as a whole. The adjusted birth rate of Burnley
is 17.82 compared with 17.7 for England and Wales.

The number of illegitimate live births shows an increase of 15 and
the percentage of total live births is 12.67 as compared with 11.19 in
the previous year.

Stillbirths ,

There were 25 stillbirths, giving a rate of 19.65 per 1000 total
(1ive and still) births, as compared with 27.76 in 1965.

Deaths

One thousand eight hundred deaths were registered. O0f this number,
635 deaths of non-residents, chiefly occurring in Hospitals, are excluded,
leaving 1167 deaths of residents. To this number must be added 61 deaths
of Burnley people who died in other districta.

After these corrections the net total is 1228 (males 601, females
627) giving a crude death rate of 15.67 per thousand of population, as
compared with 15.32 for 1965 and 15.75, the average for the previous ten
years. The adjusted death rate for Burnley is 14.88 and is considerably
higher than the death rate for England and Wales, which is 11.7.

Forty three children died under 5 years of age, representing 3.5%
of the total deaths, but of these 37 were children under 1 year of age.
Eight deaths were of children between 5 and 15 years of age; 34 of persons
aged 15 to 45 years; 279 aged between 45 and 65 years; and 864 or 70.368
of the total were aged 65 years and upwards.
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Percentage of deaths in year groups according to age

Ages 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 19%5

% % % % % %

Hnder 1 year ..ssssse 19 8 6 2.8 2 a0 5,0
o it 1 - o P T 4 2 0.9 0.4 0.5
5 = 14 years s.es. i 3 2 1 0.8 0.4 0.7
15 = 44 YEATE cvaseee 1 15 10 5.5 3.9 2T
45 - 64 years ....... 26 31 30 25.9 22.4 22.7
65 years and over ... 30 40 51 64.3 70.4 T70.4

The table above shows percentage comparisons of deaths over the years
and it is interesting to note the reduction in deaths of those in the younger
age groups compared with the year 1921.

BIRTH RATES AND SELECTED DEATH RATES, 1966
(ENGLAND AND WALES & BURNLEY)

England & Wales

(Provisional figures) el

Rates per 1000 Home Population

BIRTHS
R S S by 24 17.82 (b)
4 n o O S ST I 0.27 0.32

) 15.3 (a) 19.65 (a)

DEATHS
A1l CHRBES ... 005 cseeesss bl 14.88 (b)
Malignant Neoplasms of ) 0.56 0.59

Lungs and Bronchus .... )

Rates per 1000 Live Births

Deaths under one year
of B 4.0 SN SRR e 18.9 29,67

Ea) Per 1000 Total (Live end Still) Births.
b) Adjusted by Registrar - General's A.C.F. figure.








































































































































66

General Public Health Inspection

There has been no change in legislation during 1966, which has
materially altered the work of the Public Health Inspectors, although
the smoke control programme made heavy demands on the Inspectors' time.
One technical assistant resigned during the year to take up a post with
a neighbouring authority. Two pupils qualified as Public Health Inspectors
and are to be congratulated on obtaining the diploma of the Public Health
Inspectors Education Board at their first attempt. One was absorbed in
a vacant post in this Department, and the ether, obtained a pest with
another Authority. Twe new pupils, were appointed during the year.

The present inspectorate consists of the Chief Public Health
Inspector and his deputy; a food hygiene inspector; 4 district
inspectors:; 3 inspectors who share duties connected with smoke contrel,
slum clearance and the inspection of offices and shops; a technical
assistant and 2 pupils.

Offices and Shops

The initisl inspectiens of premises under the Offices, Shops and
Railway Premises Act, 1963, have now been completed. Some secondary or
"follow=-up" visits have been done, but the efficers responsible for this
work have had to spend a considerable part of their time in connection
with smeoke control. This is a state of affairs which is likely to con-
tinue for some time in view of future commitments in the field of smoke
control and slum clearance.

Derelict houses

The problem of derelict houses in the town is still with us. The
Council's policy to purchase this type of property where possible is
helpful but has not yet provided a satisfactory selution. The main
problem is the length of time which elapses between the initial action and
the completion of the purchase, with the eventual bricking-up of door and
window openings. During this period there is the very real risk of
adjacent premises becoming untenable and derelict in their turn.

Offensive Trades

There are 7 offensive trade premises within the Borough; these
are all registered and inspected regularly. ‘The seven are comprised of
4 marine stores, one gut scraper, one tallow melter and one fellmonger.
These premises are generally well conducted and do not give rise to much
nuisance, However, some complaints were received of an objectionable
smell from the processing of animal fats, etc., at the works of the tallow
melter. Following representations by the public health inspector, the fimm
modified their deodorant-dispensing equipment, and it is hoped that this
eliminate much of the nuisance., In the long term, the firm intend to inst&
completely new digesting equipment of a modern type which should eliminate
all risk of nuisance from smell. .
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The 15 remaining unsatisfactory samples included, milk bread and
cake, patent medicines, fruit and fruit drinks, pork sausages and chopped
ham,

In each case the producers were contacted and they agreed to conform
to the appropriate regulations. They were alsc warned regarding future
offences., Eighteen samples of food were submitted for tests to deter-
mine the presence of pesticidal residues and all were found satisfactory.

Bacteriolagical sampling

Thirty eight samples were taken and these included cheese, soft
ice cream, ice cream,.beef stew, curried vEgetables, whole egg, rice,
fowl, prawns, .tinned fruit and fruit tart.

Two soft ice cream samples gave grade three results on the methylene
blue reduction test and the distributors were warned regarding the need
to thoroughly sterilise all parts of the machines used to produce and
dispense the ice cream, One ice creapm sample gave a grade three result
and the distributor was warned regarding unclean. practices in serving.
There.are no.ice. cream manufacturers within. the Borough.

Several samples of beef stew were taken from manufacturars of this
product in the Borough . and .in some instances the plate count was above the
accepted standard. The manufacturers were required to improve their stands
of hygiene, Further samples were taken which proved to be satisfactory.

Unsound food
During the year the total weight of food condemned, other than
meat from the abattoirs, amounted to: eleven tons, one hundredweight,

two quarters and nineteen pounds.

.This weight was made up of a wide cross section of foods all of
whleh were sent for destruction,

Foreign éubatanceg in food

Thirty two complaints were made by members of the public regarding
foreign bodies in food. The foods concerned were mainly of the pre-
packed type and were either wrapped in paper, foil, cellophane or canned.
In one case, the filter tip and part of the tobacco of a used cigarette
was found in a sliced lpaf. .Proceedings were taken against the producer
of the bread who pleaded guilty and was fined £25 plus costs. The
remaining complaints were dealt with by warning the manufacturers or
packers concerned regarding future offences.
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SECTION XII

MISCELLANEQUS

Police Court Proceedings 1966

'!md -:“";‘ 1]

Clean Air Act, 1956

na

Medical examinations

Wo. of case Act, Byelaw or Regulation Of fence Result
under which proceedings
were taken
1 Food Hygiene (General) Failure to keep food Fined £200
Regulations, 1960. premises clean and and £5 ba.
Regulations, 23, 33, in proper order costs

Emitting smoke from Fined £1
Section 11. a chimney within a
omoke Control Arsa

and £1 1s.
costs

Particulars of medical examinations carried out during 1966.

PURPOSE

No. of examinations

Retirement of local authority staff ...
Workmen's Compensation Act ...sveeesnss

Superannualtion ssssseserssrsascaes S

Hoad Traffic ACT aeadsiiesomasnms R

gl o s e Ha - (e o S R e e

School Meals Service .....cceees R RO

Accidents s.oeacens T S e B e T ot ) .

Teachers - Admission to Training College
SR CIHIICIOE L avasets doa adage s s aie u s s L

TOTALS -

5
408
177

46
86

1
89
68
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Investigation of Atmospheric Pollution

The following are average monthly figures of pollution of the

atmosphere at three sites in the Borough.

Site of Gauge

Detail Town Hall Cemetery Marsden

Hospital

Tons per Tons per Tons per

Sq. Mile Sq. Mile Sq. Mile
Total undissolwved matter-... 11.:55 15:50 3.50
Total dissolved matter ..... T.50 5.92 6.86
Tﬂ?.."r'i f]n}?:--.;.i.L -------- TEREEE 18*?5 19-'&2 19'36
Eh;[.aﬂ&?.e &S Sﬂq- TR E I B B B B ] 21-‘?5 2-11 1'9?
Lﬂhlﬂriﬂe as Gl FE L B E SRS TR 1-5{} 1'49 1'5&







