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COUNTY BOROUGH OF BURNLEY

REPORT

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health

ON THE

Public Health and Sanitary Administration

FOR THE YEAR

1962

LUKE J. COLLINS, ™.B..B.Ch., B.A.O., LM, D.P.H.

Medical Officer of Health.
e 1101 Principal School Medical Officer.
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General Sani tary Insgectiun,

Three thousand three hundred and seven complaints
and dealt with,

Visits to Factories with Mechanical Power v
" " Factories without Mechanical Power ...
. " Bakeries saa s
-, " Chip, Fish and Tripe Shops vos
- " Milk and Grocers' Shops .ss
5 " Ice-Cream Manufactories and Shops ...
4 " Fruiterers’ and Fishmongers' premises
" " Butchers, Blood Boilers and Food Preparers
" " Cafes, Canteens and Restaurants aEe
" " Marine Store and Offensive Trades ...
" " Stable Manure Pits P
. " Premises where animals are kept it
s " Common Lodging Houses e
= " Tents, Vans, ete. ... aials
= " Houses Let in Lodgings o
" " Other Dwellings S coe
i " Reported Dirty Dwellings e
. " Premises where nuisances exist s
P " Properties in Smoke Control Areas ...
- " Colliery Tips sas .o
iy " Properties in Clearance Areas alsla
Drains Tested vee sas
No.of Legal Notices served aen siide
No.of Preliminary Notices sent out to abate Nuisance
No.of Verbal Notices glven = us sos

No.of Defects reported to Borough Surveyor ...
No.of Defects reported to Cleansing Department
No.of Defects reported to Highways Department
Interviews with Owners, Agents, etc. re Property

Interviews with Piremen A ity

Inspection re Rats and Mice Infestations v

Visits to School Premises Sn o
“ " Theatres and Cinemas soa
2 " Public Institutions i
"  under Shops Act s vos

Defects found and dealt with ...

Defects remedied during the year -

Defects of various kinds on the books of the Department
at the end of the year ¢ae e

were received

No.
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ain 261
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T 170
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Burnley No.3 (Brunshaw and Turf Moor) Smoke Control Order was
confirmed by the Minister of Housing and Local Government in October,
1962, and will become operative in July, 1963. The remaining orders
have not yet been confirmed by the Minister.

Table showing progress made in the eetablishment of smoke control

areas.=—
Smoke Control Areas - Position at December, 1962.
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PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS CONTROLLED BY BYELAWS OR REGULATIONS,

Common Lodging Houses,

At the end of the year, two houses were registered, the total
accommodation being one hundred and three males. Four visits were made
and twelve defects found,

Houses Let in Lodgings.

Five houses in Burnley are used as Houses Let in Lodgings, which
are divided in separate tenements, as follows:-

Tenements. Occupants,
One-roomed ... o %4 ADULTS = Males .. aas 39
Two-roomed ... oo 1 Females o 18
Three-roomed St 14 Infants under one year ... -
FPour-roomed ... P 8 Children, aged 1 to 10

FEEIE ) & @
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R, |

| 2|
|
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During the year, assistance was given in connection with 379
conversions of waste-water closets. In May, 1961, the local authority began
to operate a scheme whereby a grant of £10 is made, under certain conditions,
towards the cost of the conversion of a waste water closet, and there continues
to be a good respense to the scheme.

The total number of closets not on the water-carriage system is
Bl of which 76 are pails and 5 tanks. The Cleansing Department is
responsible for the emptying of 76 of these,

(Sect 8
No.of Combined Shops and Dwellinghouses
in the Borough e e e e i b
No.of Shops only aa e aieie St T43
Total inspections of shops sanals asin s 499

Inspections specifically for purposes of Section 38 .... 33
Cagping Sites.

There are no seasonal camping sites within the Borough and no
caravans are used as dwellings.

Inspection of Bakeries.

DPuring the routine inspection of premises in which food is
prepared 22% visits were made te bakehouses. The standard of cleanliness
of these was found to be generally satisfactery.

Details of Inspection and Defects found:-

Number on Register PP sas 82
Verbal Notices wis sea 50
Informal (written) Notices _— 40
Number of Defects o vos 303

Fish and Chip Shops,
No.of fish frying businesses at 31st December, 1962 ....... 63

No.of inspections T T T S e « 19
DEfectg fﬂlm‘i PR R R B B I B ] 4 8 & & & & 898038 S8 SsaEaasna &8 & &0 8Ena 59

Infoml Hﬂticas ® 8 @ BB e R a ddFREFEER SRR ER AR SRS 14
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FACTORIES ACT, 1937 to 1959.

INSPECTIONS for the purpose of provisions as to health
(including inspections made by Public Health Inspectors)
during 1962.

. No.on No.of No.of No.of
P
Sty e register | Inspect- | Written | Occupiers
ions Notices | prosecuted
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
(i) Factories in which

oectienal, 2, 35, 4

and 6 are to be

enforced by Local

Authorities ...eae. 1 242 41 -
(ii) Factories not included

in (i) in which Section

T is enforced by Local

Mthordty ek, 407 188 38 o
(iii) Other premises in which

Section 7 is enforced

by the Local Authority

{exnluding out-workers'

premises} A A - = = =

TDTAL RN R 522 430 Tg =i
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SECTION XV

HOUSING.

Types of Dwellinghouses in the Borough at the end of 1962:-

Houses with through ventilation Eh e 27,702

Combined houses and shops PR v 1,357
Houses without through ventilation:-

(ﬂ} EECE“tO*bECk houses w8 “aa 126

(b) Single houses i s daie 3,

(c) Single-roomed dwellings s s 4

TOTAL 29,226

——— ]

Houses without through ventilation.

Total number of back-to-back houses,
single houses and single roomed dwellings vae 167

Total number of back-te-back and single
houses closed or demolished during 1962 S 96

SLUM CLEARANCE

Slum C1 I

Further progress was made during the year in connection with the
Council's Slum Clearance Programme., QOfficial representations were made
to the Housing Committee under Section 42(1) of the Housing Aet, 1957,
and the following areas were declared to be clearance areas:-

Area No,ef premises
Bankhouse Street . &
Thomas Street N 4
Lowerhouse Fold o 14
Lowerhouse Lane (No.l) ... 15
Lowerhouse Lane (No.2) ... 5
Glen Square i 6
Halstead Street W 4
John Street Sidta 7
Lonsdale Yard e 15
Hammerton Street o 13
Baron Terrace o 23

TOTAL 182
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Twelve Closing Orders and 8 Demolition Orders were made and
3 Undertakings not to re-let were obtained in respect of individual
unfit houses. One undertaking to make the house fit was accepted and
subsequently complied with.

Rent Act, 1957.

Five visits to premises were made during 1962, following applications
by tenants for certificates of disrepair.

UNFIT HOUSES
{ﬂctinn taken under the Public Heslth and Huuaing_acta}

I. Remedy of Defects durigg the year without service of
Formal Notices,

Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authority or their officers sue ajath 211

II., Action under the Statutory Powers during the year:-

A.Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 12 of
the Housing Act, 1957.

(1) Number of dwellings in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs sian Nil

(2) Number of dwellinghouses which were
rendered fit after service of formal
notices:-
(a) By Owners v i aiw e Nil
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners Nil
B.Proceedings under the Public Health Acts:

(1} Number of dwellinghouses in respect
of which notices were served requiring
defects to be remedied cas e 1,416

(2) Number of dwellinghouses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal
notices =

(a} E‘F Owners e . N 1?9
(b) By Local Authority, in default of owners 46
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the throughput at the abattoirs during 1962 was less than the average of
the past few years. This pattern appears to have been somewhat general
throughout the country, being influenced partly by the greater importation
of carcases of fresh meat at lower prices resulting in a reduction in the
importation of Irish animals, which have commanded higher prices from
Continental countries.

No.of animals slaughtered at the Burnley Abattoirs during the
last 5 years.

Year Cattle Cows Calves Sheep Pigs Total
1958 3,756 1,144 58 22,981 2,863 30,802
1959 3,210 809 33 27,876 2,832 34,760
1960 4,045 927 42 28,402 2,500 | 35,916
1961 4,575 706 69 29,201 3,598 38,149
1962 3,919 654 38 21,511 2,672 28,794

It will be noted that the number of animals slaughtered at the Abattoirs
during the year under review totalled 28,794, this being a decrease of 25% on
those slaughtered during the year 1961,

No instance of tuberculosis was encountered during the year in home
produced livestock. Thirty four cases of the disease were, however, detected
in Irish livestock imported under special licence for slaughter (3.4%).

The Burnley Abattoir is one of those in Lancashire, specially authorised to
receive (non—attEEted) Irish cattle for immediate slaughter.

Despite the eradication of tuberculosis in cattle, other diseased
conditions are fairly frequently encountered during the courseof post-mortem
examination, although these are generally not so extensive as were those
encountered when tuberculosis was rife. Special attention is paid to any
casualty or other animal slasughtered and showing evidence of enteritis,
in view of the fact that this may be due to either a Salmonella or an epidemic
B,Coli infection, which might well cause a subsequent outbresk of food
poisoning.

The incidence of Cysticercus Bovis in cattle, which when active is
readily transmissible to the human subject showed a reduction of 333% compared
to that found in the previous 3 years. This reduction may be accounted for
partly by the reduced throughput and partly by the fact that consumer demand
results in animals now being slaughtered at an earlier age, thus giving less
opportunity for the animal to acquire the infection, or alternatively
insufficient time for the cysts to develop as to be visible to the naked eye,

. deapite the meticulous examination carried out for its presence in the
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The amount of meat and offal rejected as unfit for human consumption
wasi-—
Tons. Cwte. Qrs. Lbs.

On account of tuberctnlosis ...eessss ik 1, (il [ 2
On account of other conditions ...ss. 29, 155 QD25
TS s aret et : 30. 14. 1 ER R 5

All rejected meat is collected by a reputable firm of meat and bone
meal manufacturers, by whom it is sterilised in the course of processing.

ood and Drugs Act, 1 and The Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955 and 1960.

During the course of inspection of other foodstuffs, the following
were found to be unfit for human consumption:-

Meat, fresh e R R R e 1694 1bs.
Meat, tinned S haTa e A e e e iaae e e e 1394 1lbs.
Fish, fresh S L AT ST 786 1lbs.
¥ish, cammed ... P el L A NE 128 lbs.
Fruit, fresh PR RS e ECRPRRLY N o 789 1bs.
FI"U_‘Lt, canned Ty o L e R e T R R R 3‘533 1b=.
Vegetables, fresh .i..vececncses Ao e «s 6589 1bs.
Vegetables, canned ..v.asesesssamaiabienssnas 19359 1bs,
Ham, canned R A T e 1 RSP T o R o 1598 1bs.
Soups, canned ..o e L OO T 556 lbs.
Bgps, fromen diquld. coive e &R oo 28 1bs.
Milk, canned AR R e TG g I TR 248 1bs.
Cheese SRR e e B S e R cauns 17 lbs.
Jams and other preserves ...cossssess sresus 352 lbs.
Butter e SR R e R A L N ala 54 lbs.
Bacon o P e Y e T e it ot St 1355 lbs.
Confectionery flour, etc: cisvsseenss o onin 4% lbs.

TOTAL ¢ 8 tons, 17 ewts. 2 gqra. 12 lbs.

I am pleased to report that all retail butchers and retailers of
cooked meats are hygiene conscious and their shops are maintained at a high
etandard. All have closed windows and readily cleansed counters, the majority
formica covered. Almost all have refrigerated window displays anifﬂr counters.
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MIIX AS A SOURCE OF INFECTION

For many years during the early part of this century, considerable
publicity was given at various times to the risk of infection being transmitted
to the human subject through the medium of raw milk, Although this publicity
invariably emphasised the dangers arising from bovine tuberculosis, this was
by no means the sole milk-borne disease.

Pollowing the eradication of bovine tuberculosis, little attention
appears to be given to the continual risk from other milk-borne diseases, in
particular Brucellosis.

I am fully aware of the difficulties of the diagnosis of Brucellosis
in the human subject, especially in the case of chronic infections, which
undoubtedly predominate. It is suggested that the risk of transmitting this
infection is much greater in persons coming into contact with animals, hence
the greater incidence of the acute type amongst farmers and slaughterhouse
personnel,

The consumption of infected milk cannot, however, be disregarded as in
two local cases reported to me this year, one was an engineering worker, the
other a school boy, in neither case had the person been in contact with
livestock,

-

In recent years, there appears to have been some considerable increase
in the incidence of the Brucellosis infection amongst dairy cedvtle. This is
probably due to the fact that this organism no longer appears to cause explosive
outbreaks of abortion in a dairy herd, so that such infection invariably
introduced by the carrier animal, whose discharges are all infective, may spread
throughout the herd without any clinical evidence, Thus, not only will the milk
be a source of infection to the human subject in its raw state, but the
producer may suffer from serious financial loss resulting from subseguent
8terility and loss of milk production in his herd.

It ia to be regretted, therefore, that Brucellosis infection, which
undoubtedly i=s the cause of ill-health amongst an appreciable proportion of
the population of this country, is not a notifisble disease either in the
ihuman subject or in animals, as obtains in Northern Ireland and most other
countries.

The Research Division of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
ood have shown that calves vaccinated against brucellosis between six and
eéight months of age, will subsequently develop complete immunity to the
nfection. As a result, the Ministry have now introduced a free Vaccination
Scheme which, if taken advantage of by all farmers, would result in the
infection in cattle being entirely eliminated within 5 years. Up to December,
11962, only a comparatively small percentage of farmers had, however, taken
ladvantage of this free scheme. Consideration should be given to making 1T
fillegal, after say, the lst January, 1966, for any person to sell milk derived
trom any animal not so immunised.
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Samples of milk supplied to schools are taken regularly to ensure that
it is efficiently pasteurised and is always of the required standard.

There is no doubt that the regular supply of milk to school children
has been particularly beneficial; resulting in increasing general physical
development and powers of resistance to infection generally. Details of the
improved health of school children is given in the appropriate section of
my Report as Principal School Medical Officer.

Milk (Special Designations) Regulations, 1960

Dealers' licences granted under the above Regulations:-

Tuberculin Tested Milk (Farm Bottled) coscseserssscass 20
*Pasteurised Milk and Tuberculin Tested Pasteurised .... 46

Steﬂlised Milk— B 08 BE BB S S B S SFESEAD B Ed SR ER RS 452

* In addition, some 35 praducerfretailers are licensed by the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, to retail Tuberculin Tested
(Farm Bottled) milk in the County Borough area. Details of samples
of these milks taken under the provisions of these Regulations are
given under the heading of Milk Sampling.

| Milk and Dsiries (General Regulations 1959

Number of registered distributors of milk
(majnrity distributing sterilised il IR I R T

Number of dairy premises and/or vehicles inspected sesessss 397

There are now no dairy premises as such in the County Borough area
other than a few farms, where Tuberculin Tested milk is produced and bottled.
All milk distributors, other than producer/retailers, now obtain their supplies
of either Pasteurised or Tuberculin Tested (Farm Bottled) pre-packed. Thus,
| the various dairy premises now in use are, in fact, virtually milk bottle
storage depots only, all being equipped with suitasble chill rooms,

Two of these dairies are also equipped with bottle washing plants.
Such plants are utilised for the cleansing and sterilisation, on a semi-
ieo-operative basis, of milk bottles used in the distribution of Tuberculin
Tested milk by the number of such distributors before the return of the
bottles to the producers, who insist that such bottles are washed and
8terilised before being returned to them. The washing and sterilising
;efficiency of these machinesis periodically checked.
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Premises used for the Preparation of Food
iSéctinn 16 - Food and Drugs Act, 1955)

All premises in which food is handled or prepared and from which it
is distributed, ineluding wholesale premises, whether these fall within the
above Section of the Food and Drugs Act or not, are periodically inspected
by Officers of the Public Health Department. Special attention is directed to
the hygienic conditions under which such food is handled in order to obviate
any risk of contamination thereto.

Inspection of School Meals Kitchens

Regular periodic inspections are carried out at the 31 School Kitchens
in which meals supplied to school children are prepared.

Such inspections are mainly to ensure that the quality of the various
foods delivered by the contractors are of the quality and high standard
demanded, although my Officers take the opportunity during the course of
these visits to see that the high standard of hygiene, normally operating in
such kitchens, is strictly maintained.

Diseases of Animals Act, 1950

Duties of Local Authority

Number of special visits of inspection carried
Qut u-nder the ahﬂve Act [N B BN B B B RN BTN RN ER N B B B B DR N DL B R Bg

Swine Fever Orders 1958/1959

Swine Fever (Infected Areas Restrictions) Orders 1956/1958

Owing to the increased incidence of Swine Fever in the North Western
area, the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food made a special Order
under the Diseases of Animals Act, declaring a large part of the County,
including the County Borough area, to be an infected area, under the
provisions of the Swine Fever (Infected Areas Restrictiana) Orders 1955/1958.

During the period of operation of this Order, which is still in force,
all movement of pigs is prohibited except on licence granted by an Inspector
of the Local Authority.

In two cases of unexplained deaths in pigs, investigations were carried
out by the Veterinary Officer as the result of which the deaths were found to
have been due to causes other than from schedule disease.,

Foot and Mouth Disease

| No incidence in connection with this important economic disease of
livestock was reported during the year. The country as a whole being
comparatively free from foot and mouth disease.
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Bacteriological Examinations

Ice=Cream

Twenty two samples of ice-cream were submitted for bacteriological
examination during the year, and the following results were returned:-

Methylene Blue Test

Grade e PP 1 2 3 4

No.of samples in

On each occasion in which the methylene blue test shows that a
sufficiently good bacteriological standard is not being attained by firms
manufacturing ice-cream locally, investigation is made and advice given at
the place of manufacture. Firms manufacturing outside Burnley are informed
of unsatisfactory laboratory reports and notification is also sent to the
local authorities in whose areas the ice-cream is manufactured, so that
| eimilar investigations can be made. In all instances in which samples are
reported to be of grades 3 or 4, further samples are taken, after the
| mecessary investigations are made, to ensure that improvement in the standard
| has been effected.

Two local firms manufacture ice-cream and both use the Hot Mix Method.
Other Foods
Eleven bacteriological samples of miscellanecus foods were submitted

for analysis, Five samples were found to be unsatisfactory and appropriate
action was taken.

Food Premises

(1) The types of Food Premises in the Borough are:=-

Bakeries i e ik P 82
Grocers T aiva Sikte ina 542
Greengrocers ... alata ois a sini 6T
Butchers and Cocked Meat Traders ... R 151
Fishmongers ... o aas ves il
Cooked Meat Manufacturers e v 45
Fish and Eh.ip ShﬂpEn s Bea .nw 6§
Canteens, kitchens, etc. sen son 15
Cafes and Restaurants aae A o e 49
Hotels, Licensed Clubs, etc. o aias 150
Manufacturers of Ice-Cream ‘o T 2

Retailers of Ice-Cream (including the two
manufacturers) o S i 335
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