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PusrLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
BURNLEY,

June, 1938.

MRr. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you my eighth Annual Report dealing with
the health of the people of Burnley and the various branches of the work carried
out by the Council under the Public Health, Housing and other Acts. The
contents of the Report have been compiled on the lines indicated in Circular 1728
of the Ministry of Health.

As in former years, the report is divided into nine sections, and detailed
statistics are appended. It has been found convenient for reference purposes to
include also in the one volume my report as School Medical Officer.

The Birth Rate is practically the same as that of the previous year, being
11-7 per 1,000 of the estimated resident population. The total number of live
births was 1,043. The birth rate for the town is 3-3 per 1,000 of the population
less than the rate for the whole of England and Wales, and it is also lower than the
rate for the 126 County Boroughs and great towns. The illegitimate births show
an incidence similar to that of the previous year.

The Crude Death Rate is 14:05, but after adjustments according to the sex
and age components of the population, the adjusted Death Rate is 15-18. 1,246
residents of Burnley died during 1938. This is 147 less than the previous year,
and the excess of the death rate over the birth rate which has pertained during
the last few years, was less marked in 1938 than formerly. The death rate of
Burnley continued to be considerably higher than that for the whole of England
and Wales.

The Infant Mortality, which is 72-9, is lower than that of 1937, but is
higher than the rates which pertained in each of the three years 1934—1936.
Although the infant death rate has fallen very markedly in the last seven years, it
continues to be considerably higher than that of England and Wales as a whole,
which is now only 53, and also than the average for other County Boroughs and
large towns. A comparison of the infant mortality with other Lancashire towns
shows that seven have a higher, and twenty-nine a lower rate than Burnley.

For the last eight years the death rate has exceeded the birth rate. The
furmer has varied little during the last fifteen years. The more accentuated fall in
the birth rate has produced a reduction in the population which is hastened by
cmigration of families to more prosperous areas and is not offset by any immigra-
tion. If the trends of the birth rate and death rate which are demonstrated by the
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figures for the last forty years continue during the next twenty-five years—and in
the meantime no steps are taken to encourage larger families and no new large-
scale industries develop which would attract people to the town—the population of
the Borough will be reduced by almost one-third of its present figure in the next
quarter-of-a-century.

Despite the declining population, the 1931 Census returns showed that the
number of individual families had increased, but the number of persons per
family was smaller than at any previous census. This necessitated an increase in
the number of houses, if each family, however small, was to have a house to itself
—and this apart from any building of houses to replace those condemned as unfit
for habitation. The houses built since 1931 have largely met the requirements of
families other than thosz in Clearance Areas, but further houses will be required
before the Slum Clearance programme can be completed. Delay in proceeding
with the Clearance Programme has occurred owing to the impossibility of getting
replacement houses built on the Brunshaw Estate until the improvement of the
sewerage system in the Fulledge district 15 effected.

At the end of 1938, unhealthy property housing 4,992 persons had been
dealt with under the five-year housing programme, but only 3,110 persons had
been re-housed. The long period elapsing between confirmation of Clearance
Orders and the re-housing of tenants is undoubtedly a hardship on the tenants, as
generally only the most urgent repairs are carried out to houses which are already
condemned and will eventually be demolished. The Slum Clearance Programme,
as originally planned, should have been completed by the end of 1938, but 521
houses still remained to be dealt with. A considerable proportion of these are
houses requiring extensive reconditioning and back-to-back houses which can be
converted into houses with through ventilation.

Overcrowding, which in recent years has not been extensive, is gradually
being abated.

There was comparatively little infectious disease during the year, the com-
moner infectious diseases (e.g., measles, whooping cough, scarlet fever and diph-
theria) being less than for many years.

The matemity and child welfare service has worked smoothly. Centraliza-
tion of all maternity beds in Bank Hall Hospital was effected in August, 1938.
This hospital was approved as a training school for nurses training in midwifery,
under the new Rules of the Central Midwives Board. The service of midwives
employed by the Local Authority for domiciliary midwifery has become fully
established and owing to the retirement of midwives in private practice, the
Authority’s staff now carries out practically all the domiciliary midwifery nursing in
the town,
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REPORT.

SECEION 1.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE AREA.

Area and Population.

The Registrar-General's estimate of the population of the Borough at the
middle of 1938 is 88,650. This estimate is 1,020 less than that for the middle of
1937, and shows that the population continues to diminish. At the 1931 Census
the enumerated population was 98,258, so that in seven years there has been, accord-
g to the Registrar-General's estimate, a reduction in the population of 9,608.

The present estimated population is 17,672 less than the maximum enumer-
ated population of the 1911 Census and 21,390 less than the highest estimated
population in 1914. The population has now fallen to a figure only slightly highe
than that of the year 1892, :

In my reports of recent years I have commented upon the steady reduction
of the population which has occurred since a census was last taken in 1931. This
reduction has been uniformly steady and approximates to a little over a thousand
persons each year. The two main reasons for the diminishing population are the
marked fall in the birth rate and emigration from the town to other more prosper-
ous industrial areas.

Although both the death rate and the birth rate have fallen steadily during
the present century, the fall in the birth rate has been much more rapid, with the
result that the birth rate is now only one-third of that of the year 1895, The
excess of the death rate over the birth rate during the last two years has been more
marked in Burnley than in any other industrial County Borough in England.

Of the 4,686 acres comprising the area of the Borough, 2,186 are now fully
developed or in course of development. Therefore on the basis of the most recent
population figure, the density of population in the whole Borough 1s 18-9 persons
per acre, but in the developed portion of the town it is 40:6 per acre.

Rateable Value.
The rateable value for the year 1938-39 was £568,256, and the sum
represented by a penny rate £2,172.
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The total sunshine during 1938 amounted to 994-5 hours, which is approxi-
mately 100 hours less than the average for the previous 30 years. The sunshine
was greatest in April and May, during which 151 hours were recorded, equivalent
to a daily mean of nearly 5 hours. There were only 4-0 and 2:3 hours sunshine
during January and December respectively.

The rainfall was 48-07 inches, being just over 5-5 inches more than the
average for 30 years. This is one of the highest recorded annual rainfalls, it having
been exceeded on only three occasions during the last 30 years. Rain fell on 223
days, which is 11 more than the average for the last 30 years.

The warmest day of the year was 10th August, when the temperature in the
shade reached 75 degrees. The mean temperature in the shade averaged 48:-6
degrees through the whole year. This was 1-5 dgrees higher than the average for
the previous 30 years.

The relative humidity of the atmosphere averaged 83-7%, as compared
with 829, the average for the previous 30 years,

The atmospheric pollution continues to be recorded at four stations, namely,
at Parker Lane and Bank Hall in the centre of the town, and at Marsden Road and
Swinden Reservoirs on the outskirts, The amount of pollution at the stations as
recorded for the year ended 31st March, 1938, is equivalent to :—

106 English tons per square mile at Swinden Reservoir,

173 » ” ; Marsden Road Hospital.
226 e 3 i Bank Hall Hospital.
323 o & & Parker Lane,

The atmospheric pollution recorded in the centre of the town continues to
be much in excess of that on the outskirts, and although the total yearly amount of
pollution again shows a considerable reduction, the fact that over a period of
twelve months more than 300 tons of soot and other matter were found in suspen-
sion in the atmosphere over Burnley cannot be viewed with complacency. The
improvement in recent years is probably not due so much to an increased use of
smokeless fuels as to a reduction in the amount of smoke from factory chimneys
resulting from industrial depression. There continues to be a very high proportion
of volatile matter (tar) in the pollution of the Burnley atmosphere and, as indi-
cated in my report for the previous year, this can only be due to excessive pollution
from domestic chimneys or inefficient industrial furnaces. It cannot be too fre-
quently stressed that badly designed and operated furnaces and an incorrect adjust-
ment of air supply and furnace conditions are wasteful of fuel, uneconomic for the
wdustrialist and cause an avoidable pollution of the atmosphere.
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SECTIONS 2/

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH
SERVICES IN THE AREA.

HOSPITALS PROVIDED BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY.
COUNTY BOROUGH OF BURNLEY.

Bank Hall Maternity Hospital.

All the maternity beds provided by the Local Authority were centralized in
the Maternity Hospital in August, 1938, and the infants” ward previously provided
in Bank Hall Hospital was ttansferred to the Municipal General Hospital. For
further particulars see the Maternity and Child Welfare Section of this report. The
total number of beds now provided in the Maternity Hospital is 30 maternity, 6
ante-natal, and 2 isolation beds. Prior to August, 1938, the number was 17
maternity, 4 ante-natal and 2 isolation beds, and 24 cots for debilitated, marasmic,
etc., infants.

Three hundred and ninety-nine maternity and ante-natal cases and 69
children under five years of age were admitted to the hospital in 1938,

The Municipal General Hospital.

No alterations have been made during 1938 in the methods of administra-
tion of this hospital.

In order to meet the requirements of the Central Midwives Board for
approval of the Maternity Hospital as a midwifery training school for the first
period of midwifery training under the new Rules of the Board, the maternity
beds in the General Hospital were transferred to the Maternity Hospital in August,
1938, and the twenty-four infants’ beds previously provided in a ward in the
Maternity Hospital were transferred to the General Hospital and now occupy the
ward formerly used for maternity cases.

Soon after the hospital was " appropriated " in 1933, it was appreciated
that more suitable buildings would have to be provided to replace the children's
ward, which was a building of a temporary nature and which was in a bad struc-
tural condition and to give adequate operating theatre and electro-therapeutic
accommodation. Consequently in 1935 a plan of a general lay-out of a new
Children’s Ward, Operating Theatre Unit and X-ray and Electro-Therapeutic Unit
was drawn up and submitted to the Ministry of Health. Further action was, how-
ever, deferred. In the meantime the number of operations, X-ray examinations and
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electrical treatment has increased enormously and the staff has worked for several
years under difficult conditions. Owing to the children’s ward becoming structurally
unsafe, it ceased to be used in December, 1935, since when children have been
nursed in what was formerly the skin ward. This latter ward has less accommoda-
tion, and the number of children’s beds had to be reduced. It is unsatisfactory for
the treatment of children and lacks sufficient light and other conveniences., The
operating theatre has no anmsthetising room, no recovery room, no surgeon’s
dressing room, and inefficient accommodation for sterilization. In the X-ray
Department there is no waiting room, no accommodation for undressing patients
and insufficient accommodation for treatment. The provision of new buildings
was again considered and included in the programme of capital works to be
carried out during the five years 1938-1943, and in 1938 instructions were given
to prepare detailed plans and estimates.

When a new children’s ward is provided it will accommodate the children’s
beds at present in the skin ward and the infants’ cots at present in what was
formerly the maternity ward.

No alteration has been made in the scheme of co-operation between the
Municipal General Hospital and the Victoria (Voluntary) Hospital during 1938,

Co-operation with other services—The Hospital continues to be used for
the following services :-

(2) Tonsil and adenoid operations on pre-school and schoel children.

(#) X-Ray examinations of women and children referred from School,
Child Welfare and Ante-Natal Clinics and Bank Hall Hospital.

(¢) X-Ray examinations of patients referred from the Tuberculosis
Dispensary.

(d) " Light" treatment of children referred from the School and Child
Welfare Clinics.

fe) " Light"” treatment of patients suffering from gland and skin tuber-
culosis, referred from the Tuberculosis Dispensary.

(f) The treatment of medical, surgical and gynecological cases referred
from the Victoria (Voluntary) Hospital, in accordance with the
Scheme of Co-operation between the two hospitals.

One hundred and eighty patients were under treatment on the 1st January,
1938, and 2,384 were admitted during the year, making a total of 2,560 under
treatment,

Four hundred and five contributors to the Workpeople's Hospital Fund
were sent by Victoria Hospital to the Municipal General Hospital during 1938.

Statistics of the work performed at the Municipal Hospital are given on
pages 162—166.
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Orthopadics.
No change has been made in the arrangements for hospital treatment of

crippled children.

Ear, Nose and Throat.

Children requiring operative treatment for enlarged tonsils and adenoids,
who are referred from the Child Welfare and School Medical Departments, receive
treatment in the Municipal General Hospital. The Consulting Ear, Nose and
Throat Surgeon for the Clinics is also on the consulting staff of the Municipal
General Hospital, the Burnley Joint Hospital Board's Infectious Diseases Hospital
and the local Voluntary Hospital.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum and Puerperal Pyrexia.

No beds are specifically set apart for the treatment of children suffering
from ophthalmia neonatorum and women suffering from puerperal pyrexia. Cases
are admitted for in-patient treatment to the Burnley Joint Hospital Board's Infec-
tious Diseases Hospital, Marsden Road, where two-bed wards are available for the
treatment of such cases. Puerperal pyrexia can also be treated in the Municipal
General Hospital.

Mental Hospitals.

The Lancashire Mental Hospitals Board is the Authority responsible for
the provision of institutional accommodation for patients suffering from mental
diseases. Burnley is one of the constituent authorities of the Board and has two
representatives.

The persons chargeable to the County Borough of Burnley, who were in
Mental Hospitals on the 25th December, 1938, are as follows : —

Mental Hospitals. Men. Women,  Children,  Total

Whittingham  (including voluntary
patients) G50t TR TS Wi 163
Lancaster ... SRR N e G L
Winwick ... AR g T R
Prestwich 3 3 - 8
Other Mental Hospitals ... — .. T e P 2
Total e el TR R O

There are two mental blocks, one for men and one for women, with
accommodation for 74 of each sex, in the Primrose Bank (Public Assistance)
Institution, Burnley. On the 31st December, 1938, there were in these mental
blocks, 17 men and 13 women chargeable to the County Borough of Burnley.






35

No cases of smallpox were admitted to Crown Point Hospital, which was
used throughout the year as a Convalescent Hospital for delicate children. (vide

supra).

By the Burnley Joint Hospital Order, 1938, made by the Minister of Health,
the Board was reconstituted as from 1st October, 1938, and the area of the Board
was enlarged to include, in addition to the former four constituent authorities—
namely, Burnley, Burnley Rural District, Padiham and Brierfield Urban Districts—
the Boroughs of Nelson and Colne and the Urban Districts of Barrowford and
Trawden.

The Board took over from the Boroughs of Nelson and Colne their infec-
tious diseases and smallpox hospitals. The Colne hospital buildings are not con-
sidered suitable for retention for hospital purposes. The Nelson hospital buildings
are retained by the Board as an overflow for cases in the event of Crown Point
Smallpox Hospital being full, as the accommodation in Crown Point Hospital is
insufficient for the population now served by the Board. This will necessitate some
improvement in the sanitary arrangements and methods of heating, redecoration,
etc,

Towards the end of the year consideration was given to extensions of the
Marsden Road Infectious Diseases Hospital, to meet the needs of the extended
area now served by the Board, This matter is still under consideration,

VOLUNTARY HOSPITALS.

Victoria Hospital, Burnley.

This hospital has 150 beds, mainly for acute surgical and medical cases.
A new nurses’ home was completed early in 1938, and the erection was commenced
of a permanent block of 30 medical beds and 12 beds for eye, ear, nose and throat
cases to replace the temporary medical wards which were in use for a number of
years.
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Midwives.

Six midwives were employed during 1938 by the Local Supervising
Authority as whole-time salaried midwives for domiciliary midwifery. A seventh
is being appointed in 1939.

Seven midwives who surrendered their certificates under Section 5(1) of the
Midwives Act, 1936, had their certificates cancelled, At the end of the year only
three midwives remained in private practice, one of whom practised only in a
nursing home. These three surrendered their certificates under Section 5(1) early
in 1939,

The Burnley (Midwifery—Prohibition of Unqualified Persons) Order,
1937, came into operation on the 1st February, 1938. The effect of this Order is
that it is an offence for any person (with certain exceptions), who is not a certified
midwife or nurse registered in the general part of the register of nurses required to
be kept under the Nurses Registration Act, 1919, to receive any remuneration for
attending in the area of the Council as a nurse on a woman in childbirth or at any
time during the ten days immediately after childbirth.

For the service of salaried midwives see page 119 of this Report and the
Report for 1936.

Maternity and Nursing Homes.

At the beginning of the year one General and Maternity Nursing Home and
one for Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat cases were on the register. The General and
Maternity Home closed down in December, 1938. The one Nursing Home now in
the Borough has only three beds. On inspection it has been found to be satisfac-

tory.

At the beginning of the year there were two Nursing Homes for general
and Maternity cases in areas adjoining Burnley, which were used to a considerable
extent by Burnley residents. One of these closed down in 1938.

The staff of health visitors and sanitary inspectors, in their routine duties,
make enquiries with a view to the detection of unregistered Homes. No applica-
tions for registration or exemption from registration were received during 1938,

Institutional Treatment Ffor Unmarried Mothers, Illegitimate Infants and
Homeless Children.

There are no institutions specifically set apart for dealing with these cases.
Such cases are usually dealt with at the Primrose Bank Public Assistance Institution.
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Public Vaccination.

No change has been made in this service during 1938, Statistics of vaccina-
tions performed by the Public Vaccinators are given on page 193,

Health Propaganda.

Owing to the additional duties undertaken in connection with Air Raid
Precautions it was not possible for the Health Department staff to devote as much
time as in former years to health propaganda. Eighteen lectures were given by
the medical and other members of the staff to organisations such as Women's
Guilds, Young People’s Classes, etc. Thirty talks on child and maternal hygiene,
prevention of infection and nutrition were given by the Assistant Medical Officer
and Health Visitors, and sewing, knitting and baking competitions were held in the
Infant Welfare Centres.

In addition to the regular exhibition of posters on five poster-frames and
distribution of leaflets through clinics and centres, which proceeded continuously
throughout the year, full advantage was taken of the service of posters, leaflets,
etc., which were supplied in the winter months by the Ministry of Health through
the Central Council for Health Education.

LEGISLATION IN FORCE.

A list of Local Acts, Bye-laws and Local Regulations affecting the health
services are given in my Report for 1935 (page 40).

The following Orders and Bye-laws applicable to Burnley, came into
operation in 1938 :(— .

The Burnley Joint Hospital Order, 1938. (Came into operation on
1st October, 1938).

Bye-laws made under Section 240 of the Public Health Act, 1936,
with respect to Common Lodging Houses. (Came into opera-
tion on 1st December, 1938. The Common Lodging House
Bye-laws made in 1906 were repealed).

The Burnley (Midwifery—Prohibition of Unqualified Persons)
Order, 1937. (Came into operation on 1st February, 1938).
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A CTIOMN ™ 3.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE
AREA.

Water Supply.

All the permanent dwellinghouses in the Borough have water laid on from
the town's main supplies. There now remain only two vans, used as temporary
dwellings, which have no direct water supply.

Houses with town's water supply laid on ... 28,468
Vans obtaining town's water supply from adjoining premises ... 2
28,470

On the 15th December, 1938, the supply in store was 582 million gallons,
compared with 466 million gallons in December, 1937. The consumption of
water during the year was 913,873,575 gallons—approximately 20 million gallons
more than in the previous year.

The supply of water 15 ample for the needs of the town. The rainfall, as
measured at four different points on the gathering grounds, shows an average of
51-4 inches in the year. The lowest amount measured was 47-11 inches, and the
highest 55-46 inches.

No new sources of water supply have been acquired during 1938, but 84
acres of the existing gathering ground on the south side of Swinden No. 1
Reservoir have been purchased by the Council. This completes the purchase of
the whole of the gathering grounds on the south side of Swinden Reservoirs.

New mains have been installed to meet the requirements of Plane Tree
Nos. I and II Housing Estates, and short lengths of mains in Rosehill, Stoops
and Palace House Estates, to supply additional property erected there.

Steps have been taken recently to conform to the recommendations
contained in Ministry of Health Memorandum 221 of January, 1939, on the
safeguards to be adopted in the administration of Water Undertakings. The
medical history of every workman employed on work in connection with reservoirs,
boreholes, mains, etc., is investigated, each new workman undergoes a Widal
test of his blood, and his faeces is investigated bacteriologically. Notices are
posted warning workmen of the danger of spread of diseases by contamination
of water supplies, and implicit instructions are given regarding the use of
sanitary conveniences, etc.
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The water supply of the town is derived mainly from gathering grounds
and is collected in Swinden No. I and No. II, Hurstwood and Cant Clough
Reservoirs. A few wells, springs and a borehole also supplement these supplies.
The water from Hurstwood and Cant Clough Reservoirs passes through Bell's
Mechanical Filters. The water from all three reservoirs passes to Heckenhurst
Service Reservoir and thence to the greater part of the town. through low
pressure mains, A direct high level supply goes from Cant Clough, after filtration,
to the highest portion of the town. Direct supplies from Swinden Reservoirs
also go to a small area of the town.

Monthly chemical examinations were made of the water of the three
main sources supplying the town, namely Swinden direct supply, Cant Clough
direct supply, and Heckenhurst mixed supply. Special examinations were also
made on several occasions of the supplies from Swinden gathering ground, the
springs, boreholes, etc.

Sixty-seven bacteriological examinations were made of water from the
different sources. Samples were examined as a routine, of tap water from the
three main supplies, and in addition samples were laken direct from the
reservoirs, borehole, springs, et¢. The two hltered supplies were also examined
before and after filtration.

In the latter part of 1938, Swinden No. I Reservoir was emptied in order
to be cleansed of peat and slurry. Before Swinden No. 2 was put into use
frequent bacteriological examinations of the water were made, and in October
this water was found not to be entirely satisfactory.  Presumptive B. Coli
numbering 35 per 100 cc. of water were found on one occasion, which on
differential test were shown to belong to the intermediate group. Consequently
this supply was not put into use. Further examinations were made both of the
water in the reservoir and the sources supplying it. Of these, examinations in
December showed 17 presumptive B. Coli in 100 cc. of the water from Twist
Spring Bottom and 25 in the water from Briercliffe Overflow (trough).

As the Swinden water in previous years had not shown the same high
Standard of bacterial purity as that of the other reservoirs, a recommendation was
made that this supply should be treated, and in February, 1939, a Chloramine
plant was installed and put into constant use. In March a further small
Chloramine apparatus was installed for the Swinden direct supply. Following
this method of treatment, bacteriological analyses showed the Swinden water to
be entirely satisfactory.
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Public Cleansing.

Collection and Disposal of Refuse. In February, 1938, a new Screening,
Sorting and Incineration Plant was put into use. The Cleansing Superintendent
has supplied the following particulars of the plant: —

This plant is designed to deal with the whole of the domestic refuse in
the town, working eight hours per day, the maximum daily weight for Burnley
being 90 tons.

The principle of the plant is the salvage of such materials as cinders,
glass, rags, old iron, tins, paper, etc, and by this means it is estimated that the
annual income from the sale of the above materials will be in the neighbourhood
of £3,500.

The whole of the domestic refuse, approximately 19,000 tons per annum,
is brought to the Destructor works, weighed, and tipped into the Receiving
Hopper. From this hopper the refuse is conveyed by means of a moveable
belt to the Primary Screen. The dust and cinders fall through this screen on to
a moving rubber belt which conveys this material to a secondary screen, Before
reaching the secondary screen, however, the conveyor belt conveying the dust and
cinders passes over a revolving magnetised drum, which extracts all such small
metals as nails, etc., which fall into a chute extending to the baling room on
the ground floor. Passing over the secondary screen the dust and cinders are
separated, and are conveyed by means of rubber belts to the two storage hoppers
situated outside the main building. Reverting to the primary screen, through
which the dust and cinders have fallen, the remainder of the refuse is ejected at
the end of the screen on to the picking belt.

Men are engaged on the picking belt, extracting from the refuse saleable
articles such as bottles, rags, tins, iron, etc., which are deposited into five
storage bins extending to the ground floor. What is left of the refuse, the
tailings, fall on to yet another belt and are conveyed and automatically fed
direct into the six furnaces. The forced draught necessary for the efficient
combustion of the refuse is supplied by an electrically driven centrifugal fan
connected to an air duct arranged to deliver the blast into the ashpits under the
grates. Each ashpit is fitted with a regulating valve to enable the rate of
burning to be separately controlled. A dust ventilation system to deal with dust
laden air at various points inside the main building has proved very effective.

Amount of Refuse dealt with during the Year Ended 31st March, 1939.
Tons. Cwts.,

Total amount of refuse.destroyed ... 17,712 2
Total amount of refuse deposited at tips ... 136 7
Clinker removed from Destructor ... 3,271 7
Fine ash and dust separated and tipped 8,080 —

Total amount of refuse collected during the year 17,848 9
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1938 1937

No No

‘- Milliners and Dressmakers 9 4
Other Dress Trades 9 16
Hairdressers and Barbers ... i 43 11

i Marine Store and Offensive Tradﬂs 74 95

= Stables and Manure Pits ... 1146 1418

.  Premises where Animals are kept ... 158 271

X Lodging Houses, Registered 155 57

»  Lodging Houses, Unregistered ... ... ... 100 33

»  Vans, Tents, etc. ... 158 68

.  Canal Boats e 52 34
Visits to Back-to-Back and Smgle Dwellmgs 1298 1041
., Furnished Rooms.. 275 439

»  Other Dwellings .. ’ 10847 11561

.»  Reported Dirty Bw&]lmgs 413 381

s New Propetty 1o Closstsivele. .. oo 68 62

»w Old Property re Alterations ... 153 158

5 Premises where Nuisances exist ... 9346 0884
Drains Tested 392 309
Legal Notices Served 636 577
No. of Preliminary Notices sent out tﬂ al:ratc Nms:mcc 2113 2011
Wo. of Defects reported to Borough Surveyor ... 106 183
No. of Defects reported to Cleansing Department ... 352 331
No. of Defects reported to Hughwa}rs Department ... 883 908§
Smoke Observations taken ... o 524 488
Visits to Boiler Houses ... L 19 30
Interviews with Owners, Agents, etc., re Pmpert:,r 2707 2457
Visits to School Premises ... 215 254
s 1 Theatres and Cinemas ... 39 42

w s Public Institutions 113 137

There were 4,843 defects found and dealt with, as compared with 4,644
in the previous year. In connection with these, 2,113 informal notices were sent
to occupiers and owners, and in other verbal notices were given. In many cases
these were sufficient to secure the necessary work being carried out. It was found
necessary to report to the Health Committee and secure authority to serve Statutory
MNotices with regard to 1,327 defects, and 636 legal notices were served. All
defects brought forward from the previous year were followed up and remedied.
At the close of the year there were 832 defects of various kinds on the books of the
Department.
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The following is a copy of a return required by the Home Office : —
Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for the year 1938 for the
County Borough of Burnley.

On the administration of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, and the Factories
Act, 1937, which superseded the Act of 1901 on 1st July, 1938.

I.—Inspections for purposes as to provisions for health, including
inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors.

Mumber of
Premises. S
(1) Inspections.  |Written MNotices.| Occupiers Prosecuted,
(2) (3 (4)
Factories with mechanical power 423 i 35 =
Factories without mechanical power... 1,187 | 46 -
Other Premises under the Act
(including works of building and | .
engineering construction but not '
including outworkers’ premises) e —_ —
Total | 1,610 81 | —_
II.—Defects found.
| Number of
Mumber of Defects. defects in
- ——— - respect of
Particulars Referred to | which Prose-
| Found. Remedied. H.M. cutlons were
(2) (3) | Inspector. instituted,
(1) ' | @ (5)
Want of Cleanliness (5.1) | 8 7 —_ | —_—
Overcrowding (5.2) . — — —_ —
Unreasonable tempemture (5. 3} = L W o
Inadequate wentilation (S.4) . £ 1 = = =
Ineffective drainage of floors [S E-} 7l — — — —
Sesibiry Insufficient 2 — — -
; Unsuitable or defectwe 46 30 — —
Conveniences (5.7)
Not separate for sexes ... — —_ —_ ==
Other offences (not including offences
relating to Home Work or offences under
the Sections mentioned in the Schedule to
the Ministry of Health (Factories and
Workshops Transfer of FPowers) Order,
1921, and re-enacted in the Third Schedule
to the Factories Act, 1937) ... 148 " 126 - —
i) e e A AT e 205 163 I = =
MNumber of Defects,
Round. Remedied.
NOTE:—In addition to the above figures
the following offences were dealt with
under the Sections re-enacted in the Third
Schedule to the Factories Act, 1937 ... 117 116
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PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936, PART X.
CANAL BOATS REGULATIONS.

Report of the Burnley Urban Sanitary (Registration) Authority on the
Administration of the above Act during the Year 1938,

The Inspector under the Acts is Mr. Fred Shuttleworth, the Sanitary
Inspector, whose office is at 27, St. James's Street, Burnley, and whose salary is
inclusive and unapportioned.

The number of boats inspected during the year was 52, against 34 in 1937.

Six boats did not conform in all respects with the Act and Regulations.
Eight defects were found, and letters were sent in all cases and the defects
remedied.

In all cases the boats are occupied by men for a few nights on journeys,
their homes being elsewhere.

No boats have been added to or removed from the Register during the
year. The number now on the Register is 25.

Mo cases of Infectious Diseases have occurred on the boats, and no boats
have been detained for cleansing or disinfection.

The Inspector has been received with courtesy in every case, and the
required information has been readily supplied, and is gratefully acknowledged.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936, PART X.
CANAL BOATS REGULATIONS.

Statistical Statement to the 1938 Annual Report of the Burnley
Sanitary (Registration) Authority.

Have you Hospital Accommodation for any case of Infectious Disease met
with on a canal boat in your Sanitary District? ... i i YR
Is the Inspector's remuneration inclusive with pa_-.r for other duhes? s Wres
If special, how much? .. : . —
Number of boais added to chlsrer durzng 1953 -
Number re-registered owing to structural alteratmns ==
Number re-registered owing to other reasons —

Total number registered to 31st December, 1937 ... ve 147
Total number of registrations cancelled ... : ST ]
Actual number of boats on Register at 31st December 1958 25
MNumber of boats inspected in 1938 . 52
Number of boats conforming to the Acl: and chulatmns 46

Number of boats infringing the Act and Regulations 6
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Sanitary Accommodation.

The total number and types of closets in the Borough at the end of 1938
and the previous year, are as follows :—

Dec., 1938. Dec., 1937.
Clean Water Closets 15,471 15,127
Waste Water Closets 17,666 17,783
Latrines (304) with closets... 1,301 1,418
Privies 189 206

In only two dwellinghouses (apart from farms) having clean water closets,
do the closets drain to cesspools.

The above numbers include dwellings which are in the Corporation’s five-
year Slum Clearance Programme, but which, at the end of 1938, had not been
vacated and demolished.

A very large number of older houses in the Borough have closets which,
although on the water-carriage system, are not flushed with clean water, with a
cistern for each closet. The majority of such houses have closets which are flushed
by waste water from the domestic sink or what is commonly known as latrine or
trough closets, r.e., a row of closets flushed from one large cistern.

All closets not individually flushed on the clean water system are objection-
able, and the building Bye-laws prohibit the erection of closets, for new houses,
not on the separate cistern clean water system of flushing, except where there i1s no
sewer within reasonable distance.

The reduction in the number of latrine closets effected during 1938 is mainly
the result of demolitions carried out in Clearance Areas. In June, 1935, it was
decided to give assistance to owners willing to convert waste-water closets to the
clean water system, the Corporation to be responsible for the drainage work
required for these conversions. During the year assistance was given in connection
with 66 conversions of waste-water closets.

The total number of closets not on the water-carriage system is 189, of
which 150 are pails and 39 tanks. The Cleansing Department is responsible for
the emptying of 142 of these.
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DETAILS OF INSPECTION AND DEFECTS FOUND :—

Number on Register ... : 254
Number of Inspections made 886
Verbal Notices.. i 140
Informal {wnl:ten] Nﬂtlces 21
Legal Notices ... 4
DEFECTS :—

Required Limewashing 117
Defective Water Closets 4
Defective Drains 11
Defective Ashbins ... 8
Defective Spouts and Eaves ... 3
Other Defects ... 34

Total 177

Fish and Chip Shops.

In 1911, the business of fish frying was declared to be an offensive trade in
Burnley. During 1938 the Sanitary Inspectors made 300 visits of inspection to
the 115 premises licensed for fish frying. The general structural condition of these
fish and chip shops is good, and the standard of cleanliness maintained has been
satisfactory. Of the 29 defects found during the year, five were drainage and four
water closet defects, the remainder being structural defects.

Ice Cream Manufacture.

The Burnley Corporation Act, 1908, specifies certain conditions which
must be adhered to in the manufacture and sale of ice cream. As, however, this
is a trade which is to some extent seasonal, a number of ice cream vendors only
manufacture for a few wecks in the summer months, It is impossible to state with

accuracy the number of manufacturers, and supervision of this trade is difficult and
imperfect.

The Food and Drugs Act, 1938, which comes into operation in October,
1939, requires registration of premises used for the sale, or the manufacture for
the purpose of sale, of ice cream, or the storage of ice cream intended for sale.
It will, therefore, be possible in the future to keep better supervision over this trade
and ensure that all ice cream is produced under hygienic conditions.

During 1938, 51 inspections were made of premises where it was known
or ascertained that ice cream was being made or sold. In twelve instances defects
in the premises were found.
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At the end of 1938, Clearance, Improvement, Demolition and Closing
Orders had been made and undertakings accepted in respect of 1,870 houses.
This necessitates the displacement of 4,992 persons, of whom 3,110 had been
re-housed by the Corporation at the end of the year.

Before the Corporation’s programme is completed, Clearance Areas and
individual unfit houses have still to be dealt with involving a further 521 houses.
The number of persons to be re-housed under the remaining portion of the
programme is estimated at 926.

The total figure of 2,391 given above is an increase of 43 houses over
the total given last year, these additional houses being found, on more detailed
inspection by the Housing Inspector, to require to be dealt with by demolition
or closure.

It is also certain that many more houses will have to be dealt with in this
manner unless extensive schemes of remnditioning and impmvement are carried
out by the owners.

Overcrowding.

Since the Overcrowding Survey under the Housing Act, 1935, which
was completed early in 1936, the number of overcrowded houses in the Borough
has decreased very steadily in both Corporation and non-Corporation houses.

At the beginning of 1938 there were 125 known cases of overcrowding,
and eight more were reported during the year, making a total of 133. The eight
new cases arose naturally, by reason of children attaining the ages of 10 years
or 1 year when they begin to count as one or one-half an equivalent adult

respectively.

All these known cases of overcrowding were again reviewed at the end
of the year when no fewer than 50 of the cases were found to have been abated,
leaving only 73 still overcrowded, consisting of 16 Corporation and 57 non-
Corporation houses, a percentage of 0.31 of the 23,497 houses originally
surveyed.

The 50 cases have been mainly abated by changes of tenancy, and by
decreases in families due to marriages and deaths.

Thus the 301 cases of overcrowding which were discovered during the
original survey have been reduced in three years by over 75 per cent., and, as
some of the remaining overcrowded families have been offered the tenancies of

Corporation houses, it is anticipated that an appreciable reduction will again be
effected during 1939,
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The following table illustrates the position clearly :—

Mon-
Corporation Corporation Total.
houses, houses,
No. of houses included in Overcrowd-
ing Survey ... Jof 1LS5T 21940 23,497
No. of houses found to be overcrowded
during Survey... a7 244 301 (1:279%L)
No. known to be overcrowded at the
T 1 s o P DR 16 57 73 (0:31%)

Eradication of Bed Bugs and Prevention of Infestation of New Houses.

The disinfestation by Hydro-cyanic Acid Gas of all the household contents
of tenants removed under the Slum Clearance programme continues to be carried
out by the Corporation. Full details of this method of disinfestation are given on
page 65 of my Annual Report for 1937. In order to ensure safety, personal
clothing and bedding are removed separately and are steam disinfested.

During 1938 the furniture, etc., of 206 families was fumigated by H.C.N.
gas in course of removal from condemned property to new Corporation houses.

Two members of the Health Department staff have been trained in the
process of cyanide fumigation.

Cyanide fumigation of houses in Clearance Areas is not undertaken
before demolition. However, in order to prevent bug-infested material from
demolished houses being taken to other property, all wood from houses demolished

under Clearance Orders is purchased by the Cnrporntinn and burned in the Refuse
Destructor.

The fumigation by cyanide of inhabited bug-infested houses continues to
be done by a firm of expert fumigators. Disinfestation is also carried out by the
Department’s staff, the insecticide used being zaldecide.

Four houses in the new Hargher Clough Housing Estate which have been
completely furnished by the Corporation are still used as temporary Reception
Houses. On the day when tenants leave their old houses, they have a bath, and
their personal clothing is disinfected at the Disinfecting Station.  They then
proceed to one of these Reception Houses, where they are accommodated for 48
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SEETIONW =5:
INSPECTION and SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

A wholetime Veterinary Ofhcer is employed on the inspection and
supervision of food supplies. His duties include work under the Milk and
Dairies Acts and Orders, the Public Health (Regulations as to Food) Act, 1907,
and Orders made thereunder, and other Acts and Orders relating to food.

Samples of milk and other food for bacteriological examination at the
Public Health Laboratory and sample of all foods for analysis under the Food
and Drugs Act are obtained by the sampling ofhcers as part of their duties.

On April 1st, 1938, in accordance with the coming into operation of
Part IV of the Agriculture Act, 1937, all those veterinary duties appertaining to
the examination of animals under the Diseases of Animals Acts were transferred
from the Local Authority to the Ministry of Agriculture. The Council’s Veterinary
Officer was appointed a part-time Inspector of the Ministry, and inspects on its
behalf all the milch cattle at farms within the Borough, so that there is full
co-ordination between his duties as Officer of the Local Authority and as
Veterinary Inspector of the Ministry.

MILK SUPPLY.
Milk Sampling.

Particulars of samples of milk taken for bacteriological examination both
for the presence of tubercle bacilli and general cleanliness, together with the
results of the examination of such samples, are given in the section of this report
relating to the Public Health Laboratory.

Particulars of samples submitted to chemical examination are shown under
details of work carried out under the Food and Drugs Act.
Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922,

744 persons are registered to purvey milk, as fallows : —

(2) With premises inside the Borough—

Dairymen retailing from shops only ... S 35
Dairymen, delivering only ... 22
Producer-retailers, delivering only . 29
Dairymen, with shops and delwerj.r 3
Selling bottled milk only [ll]{.]tltilﬂh hﬂmh ihnps

of large pasteuring firm ... T i

— 016
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(b) With premises outside the Borough—

Dairymen, retailing only ... sah 218
— 218

Total T44

Milk (Special Designations) Orders, 1936 and 1938,
Licences granted during 1938 :—

(1) TusercuLIN TESTED MILK.

A Dealer’'s Licence to retail this grade of milk which is produced and
bottled in the area of the Lancashire County Council was held by one large firm
of milk distributors,

(2) AccrepiTEp MiLk,

ProDUCERS’ LICENCES. There were two licenced producer-retailers of
accredited milk in the borough early in the year, but one removed into the County
area in March. The other producer supplies the voluntary hospital and also retails.

A number of enquiries have been received from other milk producers in
regard to becoming producers of accredited milk, and I anticipate that some of
these will apply for licences in the near future.

DDEaLErRs’ Licemces. Five licenced dealers retailed a small amount of
accredited milk purchased in bottles from producers.

SupPLEMENTARY LiceNces. Five licences were granted to retail milk
in the borough to licenced producer-retailers whose premises are situated in the
County area.

(3) PasTEURISED MILK.

A PASTEURISING LICENCE was granted to one large milk distributing firm
who supply approximately half of the total amount of milk consumed in Burnley.
Supplementary licences were in force in respect to all their retail shops.

(4) NON-DESIGNATED MILK,

There has been a large increase in the number of shops selling various
brands of Sterilised milk, in respect of which no standard is in force. This
milk is sold mainly by the small " general shops,” and is purchased principally
by the poorer classes, who, due to the limited spending power resulting from the
depressed economic conditions, are unable to afford a regular supply of milk.
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(2) Farm BUILDINGS AND OtHER DalRy PREMISES (other than those selling
hottled milk only).

Inspections of farm cowsheds and dairies is usually carried out at the
same time as the examination of the milch cattle, but in addition visits are paid

at both milking and other times.

Dairy premises from which milk is retailed are also inspected periodically.
During the past year or so there has been a noteable change-over from the
delivery of milk in cans to bottles, so that in many cases the facilities for the
cleansing and sterilising of such milk receptacles is now inadequate. Steps are
therefore being taken to require all dairymen to instal suitable plant to enable
them thoroughly to cleanse and sterilise all such vessels in accordance with the
requirernents of the Milk and Dairies Order.

Number of inspections made 122

Number of nuisances found 87
Number of verbal notices ... 65
Number of notices served ... 22

SHELL-FISH (MOLLUSCAN).
There are no shell-fish beds or layings within the district.

The principal layings from which shell-fish marketed in the district are
derived are as follows :—

(2) Opysters :—Whitstable; American (Bluepoints, relayed from Carlingford
Lock, Ireland).

(b) Mussels :—Askrigg; Park Gate, Cheshire: Knott End; Lytham-St. Annes
(Purifying Beds). .

(c) Cockels :—Cark-in-Cartmel ; Park Gate, Cheshire; Askrigg.

PUBLIC ABATTOIR,

There are no private slaughter-houses in the Borough.  The Public
Abattoir, when it was erected about sixty years ago, was designed to meet the
neelda of a large number of individual butchers, who at that time slaughtered
their own animals. It consists of a number of small separate slaughter-houses
rather than an Abattoir, which strictly means * slaughter hall ” as distinct from-
the " slaughter room " of a private slaughter-house.  Its accommodation and
general lay-out do not conform with modern principles of abattoir design, and
the .wn_rk of slaughtering, disposal of offal, etc., could be more Expcditiﬂusl;r and
hygienically carried out if improvements to the Abattoir were effected.
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In this connection it is to be noted that the Burnley Abattoir has been
provisionally selected by the Food (Defence Plans) Department of the Board of
Trade as an authorised slaughterhouse for centralised slaughtering during a
national emergency. When full control of meat and livestock in time of war is in
operation, much larger numbers of animals would be slaughtered in the Abattoir
than at present. Under present conditions dressed meat cannot be kept in it for
long periods without risk to its wholsomeness. With centralised slaughtering
during a national emergency the difficulties now experienced would be
accentuated.

In a Public Abattoir hygienic methods of slaughter and preparation of
carcases and meat products for sale should be the first consideration. These are
essentially Public Health matters. In view of the consolidation of enactments
relating to food, slaughterhouses, etc., in the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, which
comes into operation in October, 1939, it would appear that unification of the
administration of all matters coming within the new Act would be advantageous.
The Health Department is at present responsible for sampling and inspection of
foods, including meat and animal by-products, both in the Public Abattoir and
elsewhere, whereas the Markets Department administers the Abattoir,
Consideration should be given to further co-ordination of administration in
connection with the buildings in which slaughtering and inspection of meat
are carried out.

Particulars of Animals Slaughtered during 1938.

The number of animals slaughtered again showed a reduction of about
five per cent. on that of the previous year, and during the past hve years the
decrease has been nearly 25 per cent.

Year. Cattle. Calves. Sheep el S Eigs: Total.

1934 4,481 346 32,590 3,737 41,154
1935 e 4,863 374 30,355 | 417 39,763
1936 e 05180 385 31,011 3,935 40,461
1937 vl 4976 184 27,056 | 3,489 35,725
1938 .| 4,369 185 26,353 | 3,240 33,047
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The Merchandise Marks Act. (Imported Food).

Some difficulty has been experienced during the past year in ensuring that
meat is properly labelled in those shops which specialise in chilled and frozen
meat. The Merchandise Marks (Imported Goods) Order, No. 7, 1934, lays down
that meat imported from any of the Dominions may be labelled either with the
name of the Dominion or the word " Empire.” Meat imported from other
countries, such as the Argentine, Brazil, Uraguay, etc., must be labelled with the
country of origin or the word " Foreign.” It is surprising how frequently
" foreign " meat is labelled as empire product, the Order being thus inadvertently
contravened owing to a lack of geographical knowledge on the part of a
shop assistant,

No. of infringements found ... 14
Mo. of verbal notices ... 14
No. of notices served . .. 1

No. of Inspections of Food Premises.

Abattoirs ... woo 433 Friperies: ... 53
Butchers' Shops ... 334 Market Stalls 680
Fish Shops 195 . Cattle Market: . 26
Greengrocers i 387 IDajryes: S8 AN o 166
Grocers ... 73 Cold Stores 65
Wholesale Premises 151 Other Premises ... 36

No. of infringements found ... 53

No. of verbal notices ... 53

No. of notices served ... 9

The amount of unsound food found on inspection of the above premises
and voluntarily surrendered was as follows :—

Meat 1214 Ibs,, Fruit 427 Ibs.,, Potatoes 2 tons, Tinned Foods 238 tins,
Other Foods 1,2901 Ibs.

Discases of Animals Act, 1894 to 1927, and Orders made thereunder.

As already indicated, all duties of a veterinary character were taken over
from local authorities by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries on April 1st,
1238, in accordance with the provision of centralised veterinary services under
Part IV. of the Agriculture Act, 1937. There remains, however, quite a large
amount of detailed administrative work in connection with the Acts and Orders
appertaining to diseases of animals, which is still the responsibility of local
authorities, These duties are carried out jointly by the Veterinary Officer in
his capacity of Inspector of the Local Authority and the Police,
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As a result of the centralisation of all veterinary duties under the
Ministry, a large number of Orders made under the Diseases of Animals Acts
in connection with various diseases were revoked, and new Orders embodying
certain modifications were introduced. In the main these new Orders contain
provisions similar to those which they replace,

(1) ExaminaTiOoN OF CATTLE AND THE TUBERCULOSIS ORDER, 1938.

Particulars of examinations carried out by the Veterinary Officer on behalf
of the Ministry of Agriculture have been given in the preceding pages, under
" Milk and Dairies.”

(2) SwiNe FEvER ORDER, 1938,

An outbreak of Swine Fever in a large piggery was discovered by the
Veterinary Officer during the course of inspection, the number of pigs involved
being 70. Of these 53 died or were destroyed. Owing to the owner's failure
to report the suspected existence of the diseases, the outbreak had already
become extensive before being detected and the losses were proportionately
high. Fortunately, as the result of the prompt measures taken, it was possible
to confine the outbreak to the one premises. Proceedings were subsequently
taken against the owner for failing to report the suspected existence of the
disease. A conviction was obtained, and a fine of £3 3s. 0d. imposed together
with £2 2s. 0d. costs.

(3) TRANSIT OF ANIMALS ORDER,

The provisions of this Order relate to the carriage of animals by rail,
road or water. Inspections were made of railway trucks and loading banks,
which were all found to be maintained in a satisfactory condition during 1938.

During the last few years the carriage of animals by road in motor trucks has
increased to a large extent, animals now being carried from door to door. It
will be obvious that unless the provisions of the Order relating to the cleansing
and disinfection of such motor vehicles are properly carried out, the probability
of the transmission of animal diseases from farm to farm by such’ vehicles

is very great.

The Order provides that as soon as practicable after the delivery of any
animals carried, and before other animals are loaded, the vehicles shall be
thoroughly cleansed and disinfected. In most towns provision is made to enable
such cleansing to be done, and representations have been made to the Markets
Committee, who are responsible for the control of the Abattoir, for such
facilities to be provided there. The Local Authority cannot enforce the essential
provisions of the Order unless there are available in the town facilities for such
cleansing and disinfection to be carried out,
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The morbidity and mortality from scarlet fever for the last ten years are
as follows :—

1929 1930 1931

1932 | 1933 1934 1935 1936 | 1937 1938

Cases per 100,000 of | |

Population ... ... 481 | 242 195 | 183 792 369 230 131 | 181 165
Number of Deaths xd 8 | S | —_ 3 4 i — | - G
Mogtality Rate per | | | |

1,000 of Population| ‘08 | 01 I I 03 04 —- — | = o
Mortality Rate per | _ ' . ' .

1,000 cases --- ... 166 | 41 — - 40 11-3 = — |- = . ==

Diphtheria.

One hundred and ninety-two cases of Diphtheria (including 21 carriers)
were notified, of which 178 were admitted to the Infectious Diseases Hospital.
There was no period during which diphtheria showed epidemic prevalence, and in
the last five months of the year very few cases occurred. In few cases was direct
contact found between one case and another. 16 per cent. of the cases of diphtheria
cccurred in persons over school age.

Again in 1938, as in the two previous years, the type of diphtheria was not
so severe as that experienced from 1933 to 1935. There were relatively few cases
of severe cardiac involvement and few cases required very lengthy periods in
hospital on account of complications.

Return and Secondary cases from Burnley County Borough :—
Scarlet Fever. Diphtheria.
Return Cases 2 4
Secondary Cases ... ... ... 3 8

The morbidity and mortality from diphtheria for the last ten years are as
follows : —

i_lSJZﬂ' | 1930 | 1931 | 1952} 1933 | ‘1934 | 1933 |'1936"| 1937 | 1938

Cases per 100,000 of | .

Population ... ..| 137 9 | 86 88 | 166 362 | 272 | 223 | 317 218
Number of Deaths ... i g 16,5k e SR AT 7 .| 18 13
Mortality Rate per ' ' |

1,000 of Population 07 ‘07 ‘03 10 ‘13 ‘19 15 08 2071 1%
Mortality Rate per |

LOOO cases ... .. 5101 77:7 M9 1163 s1°8 519 55°1 33 | 634|677
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The one hundred and sixty-one notifications of PRIMARY PNEUMONIA were
17 less than in the previous year. No notifications were received of INFLUENZAL
PNEUMONIA, as influenza was almost entirely absent and only four deaths were

attributed to influenza.

No cases of Acure PoLioMYELITIS, DYSENTRY, MALARIA or ENCEPHALITIS
LerHARGICA occurred.  Two deaths which were attributed to Encephalitis Lethargica
were cases of chronic Parkinsonism. Only one case of CEREBRO-SPINAL FEVER
was notified, although two deaths were attributable to this disease.

Particulars of eleven notifications of OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM and
twenty-six of PUERPERAL PYREXIA are given elsewhere in this Report.

The following NON-NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES were reported by
Head Teachers of Schools, Parents and School Attendance Officers, or
discovered by the Health Visitors and School Nurses in the course of their routine
visits to homes :—

Chickenpox sepen 192
Whooping Cough. .. 16
Mumps ... 207

Infectious Diseases Hospital. (BurnLEY JoinT HospiTAL BoOARD).

There was remarkably little notifiable infectious disease in the
area of the Board during 1938. Consequently the number of admis-
sions was less than that for any of the last five years. The average number of beds
occupied per day during the year was only 42-2. Of this number there was an
average of 12:6 scarlet fever beds, 28-6 diphtheria beds and only an average of one’
bed daily for other diseases. The total number of patients admitted was 420,
which is 104 less than the number for 1937. Scarlet fever and diphtheria were
again the predominant diseases treated; these two diseases, together with diphtheria
carriers, who were treated to render them non-infective, accounted for 879, of the
admissions.

Including 35 cases which were in hospital at the beginning of the year, 455
cases were under treatment during 1938. Apart from the 370 admissions of cases
of scarlet fever, diphtheria and diphtheria carriers, the remaining 50 patients
comprised 6 cases of measles, 10 cases of tonsillitis, most of which were sent in as
suspected diphtheria infections, and occasional cases of other infections.

Seventy-three per cent. of the admissions were from Burnley County
Borough.

At no time during the year was the accommodation taxed. The admissions
were more numerous during the first seven months, February being the heaviest
I'I'H.lell']‘l, and the last four months were very llght
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Other Diseases

No cases of AntHrax, EpipEMmIc Jaunpice, Unpurant FEVER or
PsirTacosts were brought to the notice of the Health Department during 1938.

CanceR.—Details of the local arrangements for the diagnosis and treatment
of cancer are given in my Reports for 1936 and 1937 (page 90).

No alterations or other developments in the availability of facilities for
diagnosis and treatment have been effected during the year. The present facilities

appear to be adequate.

During 1938, the Radium Commission added another 73.5 mgms. of
radium to the 212 mgms. already loaned to the radium clinic of the Victoria (Vol-
untary) Hospital. The Victoria Hospital possesses 335 mgms., so that the total
radium available for treatment is 620-5 mgms. That on loan from the Radium
Commission is available also for treatment of patients in the Municipal General
Hospital.

The records kept in both hospitals are on the lines recommended by the
Radium Commission and are available for the Director and Registrar of the Radium
Centre. Consequently investigations on the lines suggested in Circular 1136 have
riot been undertaken, as it is thought inadvisable to duplicate enquiries.

Over one-third of the total deaths from cancer occurred in the local general
hospitals—30 occurring in the Municipal General Hospital and 25 in Victoria
Hospital.

The importance of early treatment forms part of the general public health
propaganda which is carried out by means of lectures, etc.

A statistical statement of the cancer patients treated in the Municipal
General Hospital is included in Appendix 4 to this report. In the Victoria Hos-
pital, since the opening of the radium clinic in 1929 until 30th November, 1938,
1,132 in-patients and 829 out-patients were treated. The increased supply of
radium has helped materially to reduce the waiting list, and at the end of the year
there were only 17 patients waiting for treatment. Statistics of deaths from cancer
are given on pages 23 and 24.
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DISINFECTION.

The rooms of houses in which infectious diseases have occurred are disin-
fected by means of the formaldehyde spray. Clothing, bedding, etc., are, where
necessary, removed to the Disinfecting and Cleansing Station for steam disinfection.
(For eradication of bed bugs, see under ™ Housing ™).

The statistics of domiciliary investigation of infectious diseases, disinfec-
tion, etc., are as follows :—

Visits to Infected Houses ... 0972
Re-visits to Infected Houses and Contacts. .. 1,177
Visits to suspected cases of Infectious Diseases ... 10
Visits to cases of Measles ... 336
Houses Disinfected (510 rooms) ... 430
MNumber of times Steam Disinfector used el e 1,264%
Hospital Wards Disinfected 46
School Premises Disinfected 8
Public Institutions Disinfected ... 4
Beds Disinfected . : 780
Pillows, Blankets, Sheets, etc., etc,, Dlsmf:cl:cd 2,325
Library Books Disinfected 330
Maternity Hospital Beds, Pillows, Blankets, etc,
disinfected 361
Open-Air School, Blankets Disinfected . 464

Verminous Persons Cleansed (362 persnns}
Sulphur Bath Treatment of Scabies (350 persons)

Furniture, etc., fumigated by H.C.N. gas in respect of |
families removed from condemned pmpert}r to new | 243 Houses
Council Houses

Loads of clothing and bedding steam dlsmfested in respcd‘
of families removed from condemned property to new 350
Council Houses

1,114 Baths*

Persons bathed at Cleansing Station prior to transference |

, » 80
from condemned property to new Council Houses ... | X

*Includes baths and disinfestation of clothing of Council's employees engaged
on demolition of condemned property.













08

V. Bacteriological Examination of Samples of Milk, 1935.

These have been examined by the methods approved by the Ministry of
Health. The Accredited and Pasteurised Milks passed the tests in a satisfactory
percentage, but tests of the ordinary milk samples suggest that some improvement

might be made.

In previous reports figures were given showing the average bacteriological
counts of the milk samples over a period of several years. Owing to the adoption
of the Reductase method, as recommended by the Ministry of Health, in place of
the count method, comparisons with previous years cannot be continued.

The following is a summary of the tests made throughout the year of
Accredited, Pasteurised and ordinary milk samples :—

L Bacteriological Examinations for Cleanliness.
Grade of Milk. e —— e — _ —- —

Satisfactory. = Unsatisfactory. | Tatal.

Accredited T s nT L 27 | 3 | 30
e [

Pastencsed v et S, . St L. 12 2 i 14

Ungraded: coi il e o s 160 46 | 206
i

Total il s 199 51 250

V.—Bacteriological Examinations of the Town's Water Supply.

Seventy-five samples of water supply, taken either direct from the reser-
voirs or from houses in the Borough, were examined, and some of the results of
such examinations are given elsewhere in this report. These have been satisfac-
tory with the exception of some samples of water from one reservoir. Following
unfavourable laboratory reports upon this water, steps were taken by the Water
Committee to treat the water, and further samples now show that this supply is
bacteriologically satisfactory.

Other Matters.

Much of the equipment of the laboratory is becoming obsolete and requires
replacement, and additional equipment is required to meet the needs of the patho-
logical and bacteriological work now being carried out. For the most part, addi-
tional equipment is being gradually acquired, but an adequate modern microscope,
capable of being used for special examinations for the venereal diseases clinic, is
still lacking.
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The following figures, showing the interval between notification and death
of pulmonary cases of tuberculosis, are an indication of the efficieacy of notification.

Insured Non-
N.H.I Insured. Total.
Under one week ............... 1 “- 1
Between one week and one
monthe . rsras 5 3 8
- =2 monthss et -4 — {&,
n 2—3 months......... 4 — 4
2 3—4 months......... 1 1 s
v 4—5 months......... 5 1 6
= 5—6 months......... 3 — 3
5 6—S months......... 1 2 3
o 5—12 months......... 1 -— 1
i 1—2 years............ 7 2 fﬁ)
7 2—3 YEeAIS..rienasnas 3 1 4
e gvEars o ey Ee T 11 3 14
Not: notified e 0 2 -— 2
Total 61

—_—

Of the persons who died of pulmonary tuberculosis during 1938, 529
were notified only within a year previous to date of death. Although the medical
practitioners refer the majority of the cases to the Tuberculosis Officer for opinion
before notification, it is found that the illness is in many instances of several
months duration before the patients are seen at the Dispensary. In many cases this
is due to delay on the part of patients in consulting their doctors.

All cases notified for the first time are visited in their homes and advised
on precautions whieh should be taken to prevent any possible spread of the infection
to other members of the household. In few cases was overcrowding found, and of
the cases visited in their homes, the majority occupied houses of four or more
rooms. Despite this, only 24 of the pulmonary cases had bedrooms solely to them-
selves, and 16 shared beds with other members of the family. On the dangers of
close personal contact being explained by the visitor, arrangements were made,
wherever possible, for the sufferer to sleep apart from other persons, Consequently,
apart from those in institutions, 28 were able to sleep in rooms by themselves, 10
had to share a bedroom with one other person, and 2 had to share a room with
two or more persons. In these latter cases, removal to Sanatorium or Pulmonary
Hospital was effected as quickly as possible.
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The following table gives the death rate for the last ten years in respect of
pulmonary and other forms of Tuberculosis.

No. of Deaths from 1929 1930 | 1931 1932 | 1933 1934 | 1935
Polmonary
Tuberculosis | 0 %5 69 (i1 54 63 B | 55 61
Rate per 1,000 of -
the Population ... 0'74 | 070 | 0°75 | 0°71 | 0069 | 0°S7 | 0°68 | 060 | 0°61 | 0'69

1934| 1937 | 1938

No. of Deaths from | 1929 | 1930 | 1931 | 1932 | 1933 | 1934 | 1935 | 1936 1937 | 1938
other forms of

Tuberculosis weeh 18 20 16 24 18 18 12 10 @ 10 11
Rate per 1,000 of
the Population ... | g:19 -0:20 | 016 025 | 019 019 013 o011 011 012

Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Requlations, 1925.

These regulations empower Local Authorities to prohibit persons suffering
from tuberculosis of the respiratory tract from entering upon or continuing in any
employment or occupation in connection with the handling of milk. During the
year it was not necessary to take any action under these regulations.

Public Health Act, 1936, Section 172.

It has not been necessary for the Council to take any action during 1938
for the compulsory removal to hospital of any person suffering from tuberculosis,

THE TUBERCULOSIS SCHEME.

The Scheme has been described in previous reports. No alteration has
been made in the personnel, premises, days and hours on which the Dispensary 1s
open, or in the sanatoria and hospital bed accommodation utilised. During 1938
an average of 55 beds was occupied.

NEw Cases.—The number of new cases and contacts seen at the Dispensary
during the year was 317. 107 were examined as contacts. The corresponding
hgures last year are 219 new cases (including 72 contacts).

Of the 317 new cases, 109 or 34-4%/, were children under 15 years of age.

The sex distribution of the new cases is given below.

Male. Female. Total. Total 1937.
Adult o 109 99 208 153
Children (under 15) 56 53 109 GG

165 152 3ly 219

e

= —
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DiscNOsIS.—204 of the new cases were found not to be tuberculous
(64%,). 109 were diagnosed as tuberculosis (65 pulmonary and 44 non-pulmon-
ary), and the remaining 4 cases were still under observation by the Tuberculosis
Officer at the end of the year.

Particulars of the condition at the end of 1938 of the 109 new cases of
Tuberculosis examined during the year are as follows : —

PurLsoMary. MNoM-PULMONARY.
i = s |
| g g g
| -E W w
T.B.— TH = L B = | Total
B R W
5 ee| 2 15c|dE
| t j 2 1 3 I Total
Discase Arrested e — — — -— —_ 1 _— —_— 2 3
Disease not Arrested ... 9 1o 15 5 39 9 7 14 36
Lost sight of or
removed from register] -— — - 1 1 1 - — - 1
Beadiean w5 3 5 7 10 25 1 2 - 4
Tatal™ oo % 12 15 22 16 (%] 12 8 8 16 44

CASES ON THE DISPENSARY REGISTER.—At the beginning of the year
307 cases were on the register. At the end of the year there were 314 (185
Pulmonary and 125 Non-Pulmonary) and 4 cases in which the diagnosis was
not completed. During the year 14 " lost sight of " cases returned, 241 cases
were written off the register, 34 as recovered, and in 207 cases the diagnosis was
not confirmed or non-tuberculous. 60 cases died during the year and 23 were
transferred to other areas or  lost sight of ** or not desiring further assistance.

Work done at or in connection with the Tuberculosis Scheme ;—
Day 146 |
Evening 50 |
Number of patients who attended ... 560
Number of attendances by patients... .. 1460

Details of Work :—
Number of Examinations by the

Number of times open 196

Tuberculosis Officer sty 11 RSB
Number of X-Ray Examinations ... 224
Visits paid by Nurse to Homes :—
For Dispensary purposes ves: 2GR
Re Notifications under Tuberculosis
Regulations S 17 ot 123

The following is a copy of a return on the work of the Dispensary required
by the Ministry of Health :—
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| Return showing the work of the Dispensary during the year 1938,

-

| PULMONARY, Non-PuLMoNary., ToTAL.
i Dracrosis. Adults | Children | Adults | Children | Adults = Children
. el T [y . i M — (Grand
| M |F|M|F|M|F|M|F|M|E|M|E| Toa
, ~—New Cases examined during the
year (excluding contactsh —
(2) Definitely tuberculous ... ..]38 |25 | — | —| 8|12 | 10| 13| 46|37 |10 13] 106
ik Eipgnogis not completed: . — | — | — | = — | =] =< 1 2| —| = 3.
() Mon-tuberculous ... ... .. |—|—|—]|— — = | =146 32 |a7 | & 101 i
L.—ConTACTS examined during the
year: —
{a) Definitely tuberculous ... ..| 2 ! — === == 1] 2| =|—= 1 R
(b) Diagnosis not completed .| — | — | — | —] — | — | — | —] — 1= = 1 '[
() Mochbercloud oo v o] — | — | =1 =]=] = [ —|—]14|27|20|3] 103
| —Cases written off the Dispensary -
Begister as: —
(a) Recovered T ! | ] ] S s & 3| )15 | | 3| 7 34
(b) Mon-tuberculous (including
any such cases previously
diagnosed and entered on
the Dispensary Register as r
tuberculous) i aie e — | ——= =] =|=|=|—] 82|59 | 47 | 39 207 ]
| —NuMBER OF CASES on Dispensary '
. Register on December 31st: — |
(a) Definitely tuberculous ... . J106 | 71 1 71 27 | 30 | 34 | 34 133 |101 | 35 | 41 310 [
(b) Diagnosis not completed .. | — |— | —|—1—|—|— | — ! 3]“" = 4
1 Numbtr of cases on nispmsan‘r Rt‘giﬁ‘tff g8 Number of wvisits El}" Tuberculosis Officer
on Jﬂnuaq ]5! LT . 307 to  homes {inc]udfng persun:tl consul-
"2 Number of cases transferred fmm nrh{': tations) 42
areas and cases returned after discharge 9 Number of visits by Nurses or Health
under Head 3 in previous year ... ... 14 Visitors to homes for Dispensary
3- Number of cases transferred to other purposes - 2987
areas, cases not desiring further assist- -
ance under the scheme, and cases ™ lost 10 Number of:
sight of” ... ... Pl i 23 (a) Specimens of  sputum, et
' 4 Cases written off durmg the year as examined fes ey 141
| Dead (all causes) ... ... ... .60 (b) X-Ray examinations rmch: in con-
J-i_ﬁ._uu'bu of attendances at the anr}m::ry nection with Dispensary Work . 0
(including Contacts) ... ... ... ... 1460
E_ Mumber of Insured P-ermnq under 11 MNumber of ' Recovered ” cases lrestcm:d
Domiciliary Treatment on the 3lst to Dispensary Register, and included
T R O S e in A(a) and A(b) above . :
7 Number of mnsu]tahnm wilh medical
practitioners : — {2 Number of " T.B, plus" cases on Dis-
{a) Personal LR e A S S 1 pensary Register on December 31st ... 130
SR el SRR SR e A |

{(B) Number of Dispensaries for Treatment of Tuberculosis (excluding centres
used only for special forms of treatment).

Provided by the Council
Provided by Voluntary Bodies ...

o |

e

210

107

241

il4
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Initial Reports received from Medical Practitioners on Form G.P. 17

in respect of insured patients 43
Progress Reports received from Medical P:actltmners in respect uf

insured patients ’ 3 ... 48
Extra nourishment $HPF|IEd tﬂ necesslmus patients {cases recmved

Milk and Eggs) e
Cartons of Cod Liver Oil and Malt 155uf,‘d . 280 lbs,
Sputum Cups issued e ... 24
Paper Handkerchiefs issued ... ... 31,600
Bottles of Disinfectant ... e 14T

Air rings, bed pans, etc., are lent to necessitous patients.

Home Nursing.

The services of the staff of the District Nursing Association are utilised for
the nursing of tuberculous patients in their own homes. During 1938 these nurses
made 477 visits in respect of 10 cases,

Dental Treatment for Tuberculous Persons.

No alteration in the arrangements for dental treatment has been made.
During the year 47 sessions were held by the dentist. The following are particulars
of the work done :—

Number of cases under treatment ... 36
Number of attendances ... 89
Dentures supplied ... 2
Fillings 12
Extractions ... 79
Scalings 4
Dressings ... 10
Other Operations ... 2

A number of Burnley patients received dental treatment whilst undergoing
treatment in Sanatoria.

TREATMENT IN INSTITUTIONS.

Fifty-eight Burnley patients were in various Hospitals and Sanatoria for the
treatment of Tuberculosis at the end of 1937. 95 other cases were admitted
during the year, 81 cases were discharged, and 20 died, leaving 52 still in
Institutions at the end of 1938,

In the following table are given details in respect of the various Institutions
7t which Burnley cases received treatment during the year.
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SECTION. 8.
VENEREAIL DISEASES.

Venereal Diseases Treatment Centre.

The Venereal Diseases Clinic is situated on the ground floor of an annexe
of the Victoria Hospital, which is rented by the Corporation. The Public Health
Laboratory is housed on the first floor. The building was specially adapted for
its present purpose, the Clinic containing consulting room, treatment and irrigation
rooms, separate waiting rooms for the two sexes, small dispensary and separate
entrances. :

By arrangement with the Lancashire County Council, the Clinic also serves
an adjoining area of the County, including the Boroughs of Nelson snd Colne, the
Urban Districts of Padiham and Brierfield and an extensive rural area.

Two male assistants are employed, partly as venereal disease orderlies and
partly as laboratory assistants. A Health Visitor is employed part-time as nurse
for the female venereal diseases Clinic.

No alterations have been made during the year in the premises or days
and hours on which the Clinic is open.  Three clinics are held each week
for men and two for women and children. New cases are seen daily and inter-
mediate treatment is given daily.

At the beginning of the year 100 cases were under treatment, 17 removed
from the register in a previous year as having ceased to attend, returned for
treatment during the year, and 249 cases attended for the first time, including 10

known to have received treatment at other centres, Thus there were 366 cases
under treatment during the year.

Of the new cases 184 (or 74%) were diagnosed as suffering from venereal

disease (63 Syphilis, 1 Soft Chancre, 120 Gonorrhea). 65 were found not to have
venereal disease,

The total number of attendances was 7,348 (2,872 for examination by the
Medical Officer, and 4,476 for irrigation, dressings, etc.) The total attendances
show an increase of 2,278 over that of the previous year.
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In my Report for 1937, I commented on the gradual decrease in the inci-
dence of syphilitic infections which had been seen for the first time, and assumed
that in the area served by the Venereal Diseases Centre, as in the country generally,
the measures taken were lowering the incidence of fresh infections with syphilis.
It is, therefore, surprising to find that in 1938 the syphilitic cases which attended
the Centre for the first time increased to 63, or nearly treble that of the previous
year. But less than half of these were cases of comparatively recent infection, the
remainder being persons presenting later stages of the disease and were probably
persons who had been infected years previously and had not received treatment in
the early stages of the disease.

The number of cases of gonorrhea which were under treatment showed
little change from that of the previous year, and it would appear that more male
than female sufferers from this disease take advantage of the facilities for treatment
afforded at the Centre. The total number of female patients who were treated for
gonorrhea was only 25, and compared with 143 men.

A very marked improvement is shown in the attendances made by patients,
both for the individual attention of the Medical Officer and for intermediate treat-
ment by the nurse and clinic orderly. The Health Visitor who is responsible for
the intermediate treatment of females has continued to maintain personal contact
with the female patients to ensure regularity of attendance.

The cost of the Venereal Diseases Scheme during 1938 was equivalent
to 3s. 4d. per patient attendance.

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE PER CASE.

' Syphilis I Gonorrhoea
Year e T — S| SR PR ) b
Males Females Males Females
1933 ... 9.2 8-4 | 26+9 . 21-6
1934 ... 86 7-8 I 25-0 14-7
1935 ... 11:3 -4 31:3 22:2
JeRg ~ 1 9.9 7.9 25-2 182
155 7 68 9.8 25:2 - 13:7

(T U S| 10:2 11:6 244 | 32-8
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{Others for
Microscopical. | Cultural Serum, | Cerebro- | diagnosis
{ : | For | | spinal | of
For | For |gonorthea! For | For | Huid venercal
syphilis gonorrhaea) disease

syphilis gonorrhaa

-—
|

15 Pathological Work:—
|

(a) Number of specimens .
examined at and by the |
medical officer of the | . ! ) |
treatment centre | Medical Officer of Treatment Centre is Director of Approved Laboratory

Mumbher of specimens | |

from patients attending | : |

at the centre sent for | ' [ !
examination [[5] an ‘

(b)

approved laboratory 3 i 39075 (v HLD 261 261%

*Precipitation Test as a control of the Wassermann Test.

Statement showing the services rendered at the Treatment Centre during the year,
classified according to the areas in which the patients resided.

Name of County or County Borough (or - : Lancs. | West | I

| {
|
Country in the case of persons residing else- | Bumnley | County i Riding | London  Black- | Stirling = Total
where than in England and Wales). | Council | County | bumm | |
‘ | Council | | |
A. Number of cases from each area included , | . ‘ | .
under the following heads in Item 3:— | l ' I | i
o e (P wip AR 8 R | B S R e
st B ST T R s RS 1 - | - —_— | = | =
Gonorrhoea T T e e L 71 40 2 - . — 113
Conditions other than Venereal a7 24 | 3 | = | = | = &4
| ! | | | |
— —_—— r I . SR = 1 | — | | 1
ToTAL 150 | 81 Tl — | - ‘ - 239
| | |
— - | = - ! ----- + | ?————-‘-
B. Total number of attendances of all ' . | l I
patients residing in each area ... .| soto | 2195 | 112 2 - § de 9 1 7348
| | f
C. Aggregate number of " In-patient days"| | | ' | l
of all patients residing in each area ... 48 | 67 | - _— ] — 115

Supplies of Arsenobenzene Compounds.

These are available at the Public Health Department for private medical
practitioners whose names are on the approved register. Five doctors on the
list, together with the Medical Officers of the Hospitals availed themselves of this
free supply. 207 doses were supplied to them as follows :—

Novarsenobillon B - 13
Neosalvarsan 134
Stabilarsan =5 18
Kharsulphan 6
Neokharsivan " a6
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SECTIGNE 0.
MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Births.

The Notification of Births Acts require that all births shall be notified to
the Medical Officer of Health within 36 hours of occurrence.

During 1938, the number of notified births, after adjustment for transferred
notifications, was 1,106 (1,059 live births and 47 still births).

The births registered during the year by the Registrar, after adjustment for
transferred registrations, was 1,089 (1,043 live births and 46 still births).

The 1,106 live and still births were notified by the following :—

Midwives ... o 623
Doctors and Parcnts 96
Municipal Maternity and General Huspltals 387

1,106

Where births occur at home, visits are made by the Health Visitors about the
fourteenth day after birth, when the doctor and midwife have ceased to attend.
Visits are made in the case of births occurring in institutions, immediately after
the mothers and infants return to their homes.

Attendance at Birth.

Enquiries made by the Health Visitors showed that of the 1,125 confine-
ments which occurred in the Borough,

20 were attended by doctors only;
170 were attended by both doctors and midwives;
468 were attended by midwives only;
460 occurred in the Bank Hall Maternity and the Municipal General
Hospitals.
7 occurred in Voluntary Hospital.

Midwives' Acts.
Thirty midwives notified their intention to practice midwifery during 1938,
These were employed as follows :—

In Municipal General and Maternity Hospitals .. , 15
As whole-time domiciliary Municipal Midwives ... 6
In Private Practice : 9
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Owing to the centralization of institutional maternity beds in the Maternity
Hospital, in September, 1938, ten of the Nursing Staff of the Municipal General
Hospital ceased to practice midwifery. Seven midwives who were in private prac-
tice and who surrendered their certificates under Section 5 (1) of the Midwives
Act, 1936, had their certificates cancelled in 1938, Thus at the end of the year
there were only 13 midwives in practice, as follows :-

In Municipal Maternity Hospital ... 5
As whole-time domiciliary Municipal Midwives 6
In Private Practice ... 2

The two midwives in private practice at the end of the year surrendered
their certificates early in 1939, so that at the time of writing there are no midwives
in private practice in the town.

The total amount of compensation paid by the Burnley Corporation to the
seven midwives who surrendered their certificates in 1938 was approximately £700.
In two of these cases the Lancashire County Council and the Town Council joined
in the payment of compensation.

Domiciliary Midwifery.

A total of 1,125 births occurred in the Borough, including cases which came
into the town from other areas for their confinements, Of these, 467 births took
place in institutions, 511 were attended by the six whole-time midwives employed
by the Authority in domciliary midwifery (384 as midwives and 127 as maternity
nurses); 127 by midwives in private practice and 20 by doctors only.

The SERVICE OF WHOLE-TIME SALARIED MipwivEs :(—Particulars of the
service were given in my reports for 1936 and 1937. When the Municipal Mid-
wifery Scheme was drafted, it was decided to adhere to the recommendation of the
Ministry of Health, that each midwife should only attend about 80 births per year,
as this was the figure which the Ministry stated could receive adequate attention
from one midwife.

During 1938, the total births attended by the six Municipal Midwives was
511, which is an average of 85 per midwife,

The conditions of service of the Municipal Midwives allow for each of the
six to have 4 weeks holiday each year and one week-end from 11 p.m. on Friday
to 11 p.m. on Monday every third week. This totalled up means that the equiva-
lent of the services of one midwife for 24 weeks of the year is lost through hok-
days and 73 weeks through weck-ends off duty; that is a total of 313 weeks.
Therefore, on the basis of 80 cases per midwife per annum, the maximum number
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to be attended in a year by the six midwives (allowing for off-duty time) i1s 448
cases. The actual number attended in 1938 was 63 more than the number recom-
mended.

It is to be remembered that under the rules of the Central Midwives
Board, each midwife must go within the next year or two for one month’s residen-
tial course of post-certificate training, and that this will further reduce slightly the
amount of work which can be done by each midwife.

As stated above, the total births occurring in the area in 1938 was 1,125,
and of these 467 births took place in local institutions. This leaves 658 births
attended in their own homes, of whom 20 were attended by doctors only, no nurse
being present. Therefore, there were 638 domiciliary births requiring the attend-
ance of a.midwife or maternity nurse. Of these 511 were attended by the six
Municipal Midwives and 127 by private midwives who have now (May, 1939)
ceased to practise.

Assuming that the confinements in institutions will remain similar in 1939
to that in 1938, it can be estimated that about at least 630 women will be confined
in their own homes, who will require the services of a midwife or maternity nurse,
and practically all these will be cases for the Municipal Midwives. Thus at least
7 midwives are required, not allowing for the equivalent of the service of one
midwife for 311 weeks, which is lost through holidays and week-ends oft.

It has, therefore, been decided to appoint one additional Municipal Mid-
wife in 1939,

Medical Aid Summoned by Midwives.
Altogether 201 records of sending for medical help under Rule E. 12 of
the Central Midwives' Board were received from Midwives in respect of

DOMICILIARY CASES, as compared with 195 in the previous year. The
conditions for which medical aid was sought are as follows : —

Conditions in the Mother. 5 Conditions in the Child.
Ante-partumn  Heemorrhage. .. 13 | Feebleness or Premature ... ¥
Abortion or Threatened Abortion 6 | Discharging Eyes Laontutl o 13
Delayed Tabowe LS TS Sl —_
Other Malpresentations ... ... 12 20
Adherent or Retained Placenta ... 3
Ruptured Perineum ... ... ... 73
Pyrexia 1
Other Conditions s REv el

181
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Ante-natal and Post-natal Care.

MNo alterations have been made in the schemes of Ante-natal Clinics,
General Practitioner Ante-natal Care or Post-natal Clinics.

Five hundred and twelve expectant mothers attended the ante-natal clinics
during 1938. Of these 474 were new cases who attended for the first time

during the year.

The following tables give particulars of the Ante and Post-natal Care
given through the Local Authority’s Schemes during 1938.

{a) Clinics.
Post-natal
Times Number of Expectant Mothers ———— ————| Total |Average
Clinic Open Mo, Attend- | per
| b Attending fml Subsequent | Attend- | Attend- | ances | Session
I Attending | the first time | Attendances | ing ances
B | |
Bank Hall Clinic 117 393 355 2375 106 | 232 | 2962 | 253
Parker Street ! 50 109 109 ' 355 21 21 485 o7
|
Rosegrove | 49 10 10 99 RN PSR [ b e
I | | | l
i . ' ! |
ToTALS “.i 216 . ) e R (S | 2829 130, | 256, .| 3559

(5) General Practitioner Scheme.

Women Examined. |  Total Number
of examinations
Ante- | Post- by private medical
natal. | natal practitioners.
A0 | IS S 519

The six Municipal Midwives, in addition to referring their patients to
general medical practitioners and ante-natal clinics for examination, themselves
made 3,248 ante-natal examinations, either in the patients’ homes or in their own

consulting rooms; and in addition to 9,255 visits in the puerperium they made 403
post-natal visits,
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Services of Consulting Obstetrician

The Obstetrical Specialist is on the part-time staff of the Bank Hall
Maternity Hospital, the Municipal General Hospital and the Infectious Diseases
Hospital, and is Consultant under the Public Health (Notification of Puerperal
I'ever and Puerperal Pyrexia) Regulations, 1926, His services are obtainable also
for domiciliary consultations. He is available, therefore, for all complications of
pregnancy, labour or the puerperium, either in the hospitals, Ante-Natal Clinic, or
patients” homes. He attends weekly at the Ante-Natal Clinic held at Bank Hall
Hospital and examines cases referred to him by the medical officer who carries out
the routine work of the Clinic. In addition, he attended by appointment to
examine 13 cases referred to him at the Clinic by private medical practitioners.
He also held 61 consultations with private practitioners at patients’ homes.

The Consulting Obstetrician is responsible for the general clinical super-
vision of all maternity hospital patients and for the hospital treatment of cases of
abortion and puerperal infection.

An " emergency unit ' is available,

The Obstetrician was consulted by private medical practitioners regarding
the following complications occurring in patients at their own homes,

No. of
COMPLICATIONS OF PREGNANCY, Cases.
Toxemia, Albuminuria
Threatened Abortion ...
Incomplete Abortion ...
Hyperemisis Gravidarum ...
Retroverted Gravid Uterus ... i
Disproportion s
Complicated Breech ...
Diagnosis of Pregnancy
Cardiac Disease
Diabetes
Other Diseases

WABD W BJ W R = ha B s O

COMPLICATIONS OF LABOUR.
Delayed Labour
Ectopic Gestation
Complicated Breech ...
Placenta Pravia
Occipito-Posterior Position
Other Malpresentation
Retained Placenta
Other Diseases

m-—-m.hmu-w-h
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The preponderance of notifications from hospitals is due partly to the fact
that the more difficult midwifery cases, which are more liable to develop pyrexia,
are dealt with in hospital and partly due to more efficient notification,

Still-Births.
Forty-seven still-births (after adjustment for transferred notifications) were
notified during 1938, as compared with 66 in 1937.

Inquiry made into these still-births elicited the following contributing
factors : —

Predisposing or intercurrent illness of the mother ... ... 11
Placenta Previa ... ST < | b R A
Malprézentation ... oo o L5 s LT e e et
History of recent accident... : 1
Premature Rupture of Membranes ... 1
Prolapse of cord or cord round neck... ot sl
Difficult Instrumental Delivery ... ... ... ... .. .. 1
Ante-partum Hazmorrhage
Accidental Hemorrhage
Inattention at Birth e
Congenital Malformations ...
No cause ascertained ...

=]

| G| v w

Infant Welfare Centres.
There are six Infant Welfare Centres at which Clinics are held as
follows :—

Sessions Medical Officer
Owned by the Local Authority :— held. present at
(1) Annexe of Bank Hall Maternity Hospital 2 sessions 1 session
per week. per week.
(2) Parker Street ... 1 session 1 session
per week, per fortnight
Rented by the Local Authority :—
(3) Ebenezer Sunday School | session 1 session
per week. per fortnight
(4) Rosegrove Wesleyan Sunday School ... 1 session 1 session
per week, per fortnight
(5) Mount Pleasant Sunday School ... 1 session 1 session
per week. per week,
(6) Mount Olivet Sunday School ... I session 1 session

per week. per fortnight
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Milk and Meals for Children and Expectant and Nursing Mothers.

No alteration has been made in the arrangements for providing milk, meals,
elc., to young children and expectant and nursing mothers. There was a decrease
compared with the previous year in the number of necessitous cases to whom extra
nourishment was granted, but in many instances larger daily amounts of milk were
supplied. The total provision of milk was 6,268 gallons.

All the milk provided is pasteurised.

Cod Liver Oil Emulsion and Malt, Adexolin, and powders containing iron,
etc., are supplied free to necessitous cases from the Centres. During 1938, 1,640
Ibs. of cod liver oil and malt, 652 pints of emulsion and 459 cartons of adexolin

were issued,

The grants made during the year are as follows :—

! MiLK. MEALS.
o | EAmonty e E TR B
of Milk ' ' No. of
Granted _ Meals |
Cases. | (Gallons). Cost. Cases. | Granted. Cost.
Children ... .| 122 | 2551 w0 | Is28 |
Nursing Mothers ..., 139 2646 | £731 34 2616 | £141
Expectant Mothers... 106 = 1071 k28 1368 i
Totals...| 367 | 6268 | £731 61 | 4512 | a1

Home Nursing, Home Helps.

The Council has an arrangement with the Burnley District Nursing
Association to provide Home Nursing services for expectant mothers, maternity
cases in which a midwife is suspended from attendance, cases of puerperal fever
and pyrexia, ophthalmia neonatorum, pneumonia, measles, whooping cough and
epidemic diarrheea in young children, ete.

The District Nurses attended 7 mothers and 24 babies, making altogether
1,373 domiciliary wvisits,

Although arrangements are in operation for the provision of home helps,
and a list of suitable women to act as such is kept, there continues to be very little

demand for domestic assistance in the lying-in period. No home help was supplied
iluring 1038,
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Pemphigus Neonatorum.
Only one case of Pemphigus Neonatorum was found. It occurred in a
child born at home and the child was removed to the Infectious Discases Hospital

for treatment.

Child Life Protection.

The supervision of infants under the age of nine years, received for nursing
and maintenance for reward, is carried out by a Health Visitor. All the children
were found to be well cared for. 48 visits were paid during the year.

The following return relates to the administration of Sections 206 to 220
of the Public Health Act, 1936 :(—

(@) MNumber of persons who were receiving children for
reward at the end of the year ... 10

(#) MNumber of children :—

(i) at the end of the year ... 10
(i) who died during the year —
(i) on whom inquests were held during the year .. —

(¢) Number of Child Protection Visitors at the end of the
year who were:—
(1) Health Visitors ... 1

(if) Female, other than Healrh Visltﬂ-rs —_
(iii) Male ... -

(d) MNumber of persons (in addition to or in lieu of Visitors
under (c) above) authorised to visit under the proviso
to Section 209(2) of the Public Health Act, 1936 ... -

fe) Proceedings taken during the year :—

Number of Cases—Nil.
Act and Section under which taken—Nil.

(f)  Number of cases in which the local authority has given
a sanction during the year :—

(1) Under (a) of Section 210 of the Act of 1936 ...  Nil
(ii) Under (b) of Section 210 of the Act of 1936 ... Nil
(i) Under (c) of Section 210 of the Act of 1936 ... Nil

fg) Number of orders obtained during the year under
Section 212 of the Act of 1936 :—

(i) from a Court of Summary Jurisdiction... il
(ii) from a Single Justice ... e N

L

ey et I s ST e T S e S

i
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APPENDIX 1. TABLE 2.

B = ] i
! l:fnda:—.! 1-2 | 2-5 | 5-15 |15-25| 25-45 | 45-65 | 65-75

! [ B 1 | I| I
ERECA T —— ' :'
e S| &|MF|MF|MF|MF|MF|MF |MF|MF
= |
| 36 F 1 | & 9 22 49 218 140
i 1246|590 |656 40 2 5 12 16 53 183 1
Infectious and Parasitic Diseases:
Diphitheril |5 oan e it el Cam0 T 5| B SN SN 2 S S o e e o
Influenza e Pt s~ o | S 2 .l PRI (Rt I et | R | e S e A e
Erysipelas: oo <o o 1 Ll—]=- == == == =|—= =|- == =]1 =
Encephalitis Lethargica | e 1 (R | e [ e e e e N S B =
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever - 2| 2| —]- =-|=- =|1 =|==]= =|1 =|==]- =
Tuberculosis of the rﬁprrﬂmqf

system Lo 6L PAF 2B =l = =] === F|5 8 NIa¥ 6= 1
Tuberculosis of the central

neryous system ... ... 7 4 e e e ] e | ] T |y e | e
Tuberculosis of Intestines and

Peritoneum Al EE 1 j Y e | S i e S s BT P = = = = =
Tuberculosis of Genito- Lirmnr].r

System & 1 Vil o= B = = =11l == =]==|= =
Disseminated TuhcrtuIns:s 1| = 1l =" == == e b hE s et
Syphilis R LY Zide 2l =] [ B [ Bt e S R | s g [ B e e
Hydatid Cysts IR = (e T e | | e e e e | e = e B P

Cancer and other Tumours:—
Cancer of Buccal Cavity and

Pharynx AL I} Rl R | e | o | e et | R A R e
Cancer ul" the H:gﬁtnc Drgan-:

and Peritoneum ... .. el T4 3D |44 )= | = == =|= =|= =|2 =12 20|12 17
Cancer of the Resp:ratm].r Urg:anb 110 | 13 o (SEERECER TR [ e [EIE | S B T e [ TR
Cancer of the Uterus ... o 1 1 11 B I8 | B i S ) e S B T R T T T
Cancer of the Female Genital {

Organs g e e e L e e | e | e ] o | el
Cancer of the Breast ... .. 130 0] 18EL e s il =] e i S e . O
Cancer of the Male GemrmUrmary |

Organs . 9] 9]l —1- == =]= =|= =|= =|= =]|4 . =]4 -
Cancer of the Skin ... BN (P 17| N, | R T | SR L AES  O oo Ml | S 2
Cancer of other or Unspec:ﬁcd

Organs O It ! 2 zil= =ilt= SH|Vs ik AT H| - IRl B R
Non-Malignant T T Pl [ ) (SSRGSt (5 ) (SN W (R A
Tumours of Undetermined Naturel 2| 1| 2|- — |- 2| = - e R L T B

KEheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition
and of Endocrine Glands and
other General Diseases:—
Rheumatic Fever ... ... ... ...| 3 2 3= == == == =|1 =1 2]=1]= =
Chronic Rheumatism,

Oeteo-ATthiritis. ... oo axe ceid] B0k | D e e sl e P L[ R | S
Diabetes ... e 2311 120 == == == =|==]1 1|2 5|4 2
Diseases of the Thymid aru:l

Parathyroid Glands ... ... ..| 3 1 L e e B e B W =t i (s
Discases of the Thymus ... ...| 2 1 Toged afe= = [ e B e = ] [ SRS B
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TABLE 2.-—(CONTINUED).

| [ | |
Under| 1-2 | 2-5 | 5-15 15-25 25-45| 45-65 65-75
n 1 1 | |
| g | d 1 | | I| |
B | | E | 1 ] i
J—-.iglu.. MFI|MF MF MF|MF MF| MF|MF
] | |
| |
forming Organs:— ! I
Hemorrhagic conditions | - 11 - | - - == == =L == == =
Anamia, Chlorosis (" 3 | Bl- - |= == == =|==|= =12 7]|= =
Leukemia, Aleukzmia . | Fl—] 3= =|= - == =|==]=1|=-1]=1
Chronic Poisoning:— I
Alcoholism (acute or chronic) 1' el [ ) ey SRR RS PR e I P SR 9 R | NS e (e T
Disease of the Nervous System
and Sense Organs:— |
Encephalitis: . s e it 20) 2 1l- =|= =|==|=- =|=- =|=- 1|1 =]=- =
Meningitis ... = [ 5 1 4l=- =|- =-|=- 1|1 1 |- 2| |- —|—- =
Tabes Dorsalis {T_ﬂ-ccm:m:-r I
Ataxy) P O i [ | S Tl B2 Pl S TS o) e sy | (Bt e
Cerebral Ha:m‘luge
Apoplexy, ele. ... .... .. | T2 R2[(M0]= == =|=-=|=- =|1 —]= 112 15 |14 14
Epilepsy i ey 5 P R (RS e et | 1 (e S [ M ] [
Infantile Convulsions I:uru;ier 5
years of age) ... < el ol S N Y (1= ol (B ) e A (PR P | S S R R (e
Other Diseases of the Nervous
System ... ol 6 4] 2] =[=- =|=- =]=-=|=1]=-=-]21 1|1 -
Discases of the Ear and of the
Mastoid SIAUE: ... il wee aes| 2 1 rid| PSR (ST [ (PR R = h =0 |y [ T dR S | e e [
Diseases of the Circulatory '
System:—
Papicapditis’  aoo ot il A wili 0 1! 1) | (SR | R | e O e T ) IR S T R
Acute Endocarditis TR oo (G (RUSRRN) | JET8) R PSS [T [ ) VR | I
Chronic Endocarditis, | |
Valvular Disease ...... a5 IR EAEl = = =i== =] i 1 Z|= 2|216]7 5
[Discases of the Mrucardzum 249 H8 131 1 = | = =] = = |1 T |='=|3 = |39 19 |55 48
Discases of the Coronary Arteries, |
Angina Pectoris ... ... il M B IN]- == == == =|=/=}= 115 83]5 5
Other Diseases of the Heart ... 3g | 15023 )= = | =f=bm = hoe— =il ol im g e
Aneurysm s M o My TR e 21- == =]= == =|=- =|= =]1 1]1 1
Arterio-Sclerosis ... TR LV L BT SRR R S L R e e R e e T
Gangrene e G 5 1] s s] Asol el S TN L S e DR T DL
Diseases of the I.].rmphahc sgs:em
Lymphangitis, etc. ... . o K | [ ek [ET) ) DISORR 1 1 e e | L A,
Diseases of the Respiratory
System—
Bronchitis PUIRSE TR T F S (N T I I Y I T ) (P R (O S | —|= 117 6|4 5
Broncho-posumopia: v, D i30 L a2 agild 7 = W= 1e =l d == als 2ty s
Lobar Pneumonia ... .. i o] 2 W FNL =|==]= =T =|2i=ld 2|8 53]2 %
Poeumonia (not otherwise :
defined) ... T e L N1 -5 S T 5 s SR ) I T RS R e
Congestion and H:Emnrrhag:-:
Infarct of Lung, LS TR M B T S T [ 1 [ S | = xS virlataalliag 25 g v
Asthma ... . PERLEN RN A P O (P W R W S T [ S [ e e
' {
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TABLE 2.—(CONTINUED).

| |onder| 12 2-5 5-15 | 1525 2545 45-65 65-75
=]

I ¥

|

Males
Females

|
1
MF MF|MEF|MF|MF|MF |MF|MF|

Total

[Mseases of the Digestive Eylutﬂm: 1
Diseases of the Buccal Cawity,

Pharynx, etc. l
Ulcer of the .SIQmach or Duodenum| 1

Other Diseases of the Stomach

Diarrhoea and Enteritis .

Appendicitis ... -

Hernia, Intestinal Dhstructmn

Other Diseases of the Intestines ...

Cirrhosis of the Liver ...

Other diseases of the Liver ...

Biliary Calculi :

Other Diseases of the Gall Bladder | i
and Ducts ... : ;

Diseases of the Pam:re:!s i

Peritonitis without stated cause

Non-Venereal Diseases of the
Genito-Urinary System and
Annexa;—

Acute Nephiitis ..o el i) 03 -
Chronic Nephritis ... . " 18 6 [ B8 B | (s e R e L
Mephritis not stated to be Acute ' |

._
I it
|=.ur\.t
|

T T L e
| R B |
| | I - I
[ 1
L S
| B (I |
| B e [ et R |
e 1000 1l ] =
(I |

M-—-lllumr—-m
WA e B Bl P e A

|
| I T I Y S A |
| Ea ] [ G 1 [ (R 1151 R
(ST Ay T )

|
] il LT (= D Bt Bt
Y] [ e [ R I
(NS R [ S 1T LA R
| o= o=
L T T TR T S
[ [ T R TR
(1 T T L R I
Lo = T O |

I
|
|
1
|
|
1
I
I
|
I
I
|

— A
[RIEE:
= fud
]

|

|

|

|

|

I

I

I
= |

il
| ]

I
1
i
I
|
=)
I
1
1

e —

B |
=
hat
kb
o

,_
[
|
|

or Chronic ... = I
Other Diseases of rhe K:dnnr ! [

and Annexa . ot :
Calculi of the Urinary Pmagcs
Diseases of the Bladder
Diseases of the Prostate
Diseases of the Female Genital |

Crgans | - I|

e b = R
| TR
| B ] |
| By ] ]
|
| PRI P
| [erat E AT
| [ 0]
B I [
15 Rl |
ki g |
[T [ T |

(=)
|
L=

|

]

1

|

I

I

|

i

I
e

I
L

I

I

Diseases of Pregnancy, Childbirth |
and the Puerperal State

Abortion not returned as Sf:ptu:

Ectopic Gestation ...

Puerperal Sepsis ... :
Other Accidents of Childbirth ...

Diseases of the Skin and Cellular
Tissue:— |
Carbuncle, Boil ... el |
|

[ -
et
| [ Bl B
R R e
1l Skl
[ P [ st
| ] (B
1 =l
e B |
| Jie H |

e
I |
|

el @l il
|
|
L]
|

| el

b

|
!
|
|
1
1
]
n
|
I
I
1
I
!
|
|
|

Other DIHHES of the S]n:m nnd
its Annexa ... ... o oW M

|
|
|
1
1
I
I
1
I
I
I
-
|
|
I

Diseases of the Bones and Organs
of Locomotion:— |
Discases of the Joints and other | |
Organs of Locomotion ... ...| 3| 2 Ll =l= =|= =]= =|= =]= =]2 =]=-1

Congenital Malformations:— | | !
Congenital Malformations: ... .| 6] 3| 33 3)=l=|= == == ol o e
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TABLE 3.

OF WHOLE DISTRICT DURING

PREVIOUS YEARS.

APPENDIX 1.

1938 AND

Tatal Deaths

Transferable

Nett Deaths belonging

Live Births, Rugisﬁcrﬁ-d in Deaths to the District.
B G's the District — 3 Under 1 Year E |
Population | = Nett. [-H- I - uIL" Age. e
Year, estimated il A il o _'E"',‘;'E 3‘5'5 Rate }”
to Middleof | & 8 (¥ Z towm| BEge= er
3 5 = =T i P
each year. Sz E o H [ 2R | 220 INumber 1,000 |Number Rate,
S S - (S B Nett
Births.
| | |
1928 100, 700 1520 | 1501 | 150 15144 | al5xl] 223 35 1191 (79 1345 | 133
1920 100,200 1425 | 1403 | 140 | 1690 | 16-8 240 57 147 | 104 1507 | 150
1930 100,200 1336 | 1338 | 13-35] 1446 | 144 235 | 63 100§ 73 1274 | 12-F
1931 99,180 1333 | 1292 | 13-03] 1616 | 163 268 63 111, | 86 1411 | 14-2
1932 97,210 1184 | 1169 | 12:0 | 1447 | 149 253 70 101 | 86 | 1264 | 13:0
1933 95,900 1197 | 1165 | 12-15] 1643 | 17-13] 278 60 87 | 74-7 | 1425 | 14-66
1934 94,300 | 1134 | 1110 | 11-76] 1507 | 15-98] 280 | 47 78 | 703 | 1274 | 1351
1935 93,100 | 1133 | 1085 | 11-65] 1593 | 17-11F 294 | 68 72 | 664 | 1367 | 14-68
1936 91,390 1155 | 1117 | 12-22] 15350 | 16:96] 308 | 30 71 | 63-6 | 1292 | 14-18
1937 89,670 1101 | 1050 1 11-71] 1648 | 18-38] 315 60 79 | 75:2 1393 | 1555
| |
| | :
Average| 96,185 1252 | 1223 | 12:69] 1365 | 16-:31 269 39 97 | 78:0 1355 | 14-07
10 years ' |
. 5 < e = ) . -
e | | |
1938 88,650 1076 | 1043 ‘ 11-76] 1503 | 16-95| 323 | 66 76 | 729 | 1246 | 14-05
|
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i TABLE 9. BIRTH RATES AND INFANT MORTALITY RATES
I IN THE 12 WARDS.
| i

| ¥

4 |

| § . No. of Live Infantile Mortality.
1 | Burnley Births
A Wards. . Registered No. of Rate per
i ' in the | Deaths under = 1,000 Births.
. ; District. | 1 Year.

!’ BTN L e ) 120 | 9 75-00

i

: Daneshouse fek 63 i 6 . 95-24

i | | i -
) Stoneyholme ... ... ... A o | e T

{ I |

: S Eetue e SO ol s b 45-45

)

,f e I SR 33 2 60-61

| ' :

; St oo S eSS B e SR LR TR 1

¥ : i

l Burnley Wood ... ... ... .| 87 7 80-46

: Healey 98 7. 7 g1a

1 ! |

) Trinity ... 2 76 | AR S

i | -
! Whittlehield ... ... .. .. o o 5 100-00

§ I !

i Gannow i ! 162 14 | 8642

E Efnterhongateity 0 e o, o4 5 I 33-19

}
g Ioward Transfers ... ... ... ... 67 ;o =
- E Totals for the Town as a whole ... 1043 76 1284
|3 '
18

* Denotes that the figure is included in the wards in which the parents of the
children usually resided.

B T g L _—
'
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TABLE 10.—Showing Birth Rates, Mortality Rates from all causes, from Tuberculosis
of the Lungs, Respiratory Diseases, and Malignant Diseases, together with Infantile

Mortality and Infantile Diarrheea Death Rates per 1,000 Births. APPENDIX 1.
Mortality Rates per 1,000
| Population from Infantile
— ; ! Diartheea | Infantile
Y ear. Popula- Birth Death Respirat’y Death Mortality
tion, Rate. | Rabe. Pul- | Diseases | - Bate per 1,000
monary | (excluding | Malignant | per 1,000 Births,
Tuber- | Pulmonary | Diseases, Births.
culosis, ! Tuber'sis)
1882-1886 - 388 s B 281 | 515 I | . ] I B4-D 212
1887-1891 = 359 222 1.64 621 {-30 i B 217
1892... o | 88,019 359 | 209 126G 579 036 158 189
1893... ...| 89,022 354 | 228 2:00 12 | 52 461 227
18od... ...| 90,024 34-5 19:9 205 [ 404 D36 16°7 174
189%... ...| 91,027 350 2576 2'08 02 | 044 549 | 249
1896... ...| 92,030 346 20°2 2:00 438 | 050 162 173
Average 5| years ... a5-1 21-9 206 . 520 44 20-9 202
1897... wea | 23033 338 22:] i 221 360 | 59 269 223
1898... ...| 94,036 319 19:0 | 182 58 | 035 44°6 194
1899... ...| 95,039 299 236 1:78 £32 | D57 828 273
1900... ...| 96,041 3005 19:7 167 g23 | 054 51'1 | 208
1901... ...| *97,043 275 189 165 68 | 0069 58°6 227
Average 5| years ... 307 20-7 | 183 386 i 0-59 528 225
1902... ...| 98,158 296 193 | 144 396 | 085 234 | 175
1903... ...| 99,061 273 18:7 1°51 388 | O'55. | 424 216
1904...  ...| 99,971 268 19°4 1-49 362 (64 708 232
1905... ...| 100,889 | 263 16:6 146 313 | 073 46°1 174
1906... ...| 101,816 280 | 199 1138 | 404 | 072 733 212
Average §| years ... 296 188 1.46 [ %78 0-70 [ B1-2 . 202
1907... ...| 102751 290 177 IA38E of delds R 1F 06T 241 | 156
1908... ...| 103,696 286 | 182 1:23 341 | 080 52:2 201
1909... ...| 104,648 254 163 1-15 300 | 056 215 157
1910... ...| 105,610 254 [ 165 1:05 318 | 084 370 168
1911... ... |*106,322 232 | 181 1-04 316 | D77 B13 210
Average 5| vyears ... 268 | 174 1.17 3-56 098 482 178
1912... .| 108012 230 | 150 085 336 | 082 145 145
1913... ...| 109,021 228 | 1¢8 (96 331 | oo | 498 | 174
1914... os | 110,040 235 164 1:02 377 085 270 158
1915...  ...| 103,098 19°5 169 088 408 | 076 i8-8 166
1916...  ...| 100,183 7 S 024 | 376 1°15 19.4 151
Average 5| years ... 211 [ 165 0-938 | B-66 LB} 209 | - 159
1917...  ...| 93,779 14-4 160 1112 | 34 094 126 | 143
1918... .| 90,770 14:3 189 | 085 402 122 55 126
1919...  ...| 102,391 156 15:2 (T 36T 103 | 87 118
1920... .- | 105,030 253 14°1 072 290 1-22 [ 13*8 129
1921... ... |*105,300 22:3 136 o:54. .| 2773 1-41 179 118
Average | years ... 180 156 085 335 116 11-% 127
1922..,  ...| 105,100 18:6 154 087 | 328 1:03 &1 114
1923...  ...| 104,800 b HES] (R 1 090 | 269 1-38 | 49 103
1924... ... | 103,400 1644 | 148 070 359 1"14 82 126
1925... v | HOZ.300 L&D 148 081 317 123 30 109
1926, .| 99,600 i61 13-2 (et T P, S [ 81 86
Average 5| years ... 169 14-3 79 200 1-22 1 108
1927... ...| 99,270 15.2 15:4 072 221 155 86 110
1928... ...| 100,700 15:0 133 046 1:72 1:59 67 79
1929, wee | 100,200 140 [ 150 074 2°16 1°55% 10°7 104-8
1930... ...| 100,200 13°35 12:7 070 1'36 1-48 1075 155
1931... ...| *00,180 13-:03 | 142 075 1°78 1'56 39 859
Average 5| years ... 1411 14-1 075 1-84 154 81 91-0
1932... .| 97,210 12:0 130 | o | 106 134 34 86°4
19233... ...| 95900 12:1 146 6o 1'23 169 111 747
1934...  ...| 94,300 118 13°5 057 1'06 1'81 36 70°3
:g:? gngg 11:65 |g-7 0GR 1'68 1'52 28 G4
T e ) 12:22 14°1 060 1: I ; !
Average 5| years ... 11-95 IJHII3J 065 I%Ili l-gﬁ -Lg %g
1937...  ...| 89,670 1171 15°53 061 143 1'62 286 | 7%z
1938... ...l B8GSO | 1177 1406 069 1-21 1:70 3°83 72'9

*The Population for the Census years 1891, 1901, 1911, 1921 and 1931 are taken from the Census
Returns; the Populations for the other years are Estimates of the Registrar General.
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APPENDIX 4

MUNICIPAL GENERAL HOSPITAL.
Statistics relating to the year ended 31st December, 1935.

(A) IN-PATIENTS.

1. Total number of admissions (including infants born in Hospital) 2384
2. Number of women confined in hospital ... A 103
3. Number of live births ... S
4. Number of still births ... e - P
5. Number of deaths among the newijr-bﬂm [le undf:r f{mr weeks
of age) 12%
6. Total number of df‘.ﬂths among chzldren unclr:r one year (mciudmg
those given under 5) ... - 17
7. Number of maternal deaths among women adl:ﬂltl:ed to hmiplta! fur
confinement ... 4
. 8. Total number of deaths . 421

9. Total number of discharges {mcludlng mfants b-am in huspttal} . 1978
10. Duration of stay of patients included in 8 and 9 above.
Number of cases whose total stay was for the following periods :—

(2) Under four weeks ... Giw, LT18
(b) Four weeks and under th:rtem waeks B T
(c) Thirteen weeks or more . BETMEE, )
11. Number of beds occupied (excluding cots in matemlt)r wards) :—
(a) Average during the year ... R
(b) Highest, on 9/3/38 . vin 2L
(c) Lowest, on 11,»’1(),!33 = i T
12. Number of surgical ﬂp&ratmns under general am:sthehc (excluding
dental operations ... G R
13. Number of abdominal sections {lncluded in abnve} i« 186

* This figure relates only to children born in huspital.

(B) .OuT-PATIENTS,

There is no recognised Out-patient Department; patients after discharge
may return for massage, electrical treatment and X-Ray treatment.

Under the Council’s Tuberculosis Scheme persons suffering from tuber-
culosis of the skin and glands are treated at the Electro-Therapeutic Department.
Children from the Infant Welfare Centres, School children, and expectant

mothers from the Ante-Natal Clinics are given X-Ray examinations and Light
treatment.

Inmates  from adjoining Public Assistance Institution attend for
Out-patient treatment,
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5. ANTE-NATAL AND POST-NATAL SERVICES.
(a) Ante-natal and post-natal Clinics (whether held at Infant Welfare Centres or at

other premises: —

Ante- Post-
natal natal
(i) Number of Clinics provided and maintained by the Council . 3 3
(ii) Number of Clinics provided and maintained by ‘-"uluntary
Associations v . = =
(iii) Total number of altenddnr:ﬂ at a]l Clmu:s dunng the year ... 3303 256
(iv) Total number of women who attended at the Clinics during
the year ... 512330

(B) Total number of expedant mnrhers antcvnamlly :xammtd and nf

cases post-natally examined during the year, under arrangements

made by the Council with private medical practitioners, excluding

cases included uwnder (35) (a) (iv) .. 350 21
(c) Percentage of total notified births {Inre :.m:l shl]:'_l rcpt‘c.tmtﬂd bf

the total numbers of women shown under 5 (a) (iv) and 5 (b) 778 137

6. SupPLY oF MiLk anp Foob,
(a) Indicate what arrangements are made for this service by inserting " Yes " or " No "
in each space in Lhe following table: —

Meals Supplied

! *Milk. at Dining Centres. Other Food.
| e - . | -~ .
Terms of Supply. I i g I ! “ o
By Edy o
- ] i | e 28 o
28| g8 (8088 |20 [BoB| E5.) 28 B
fc |52 28| f3 Sz =8| f: 33 3
| = | =
| &2 | 228 [958 a2 |Z3 558 2] 22 g2k
| i =

Free, or at less than cost ' _ Yes. Cod Liver Oil
price, in  necessitous 1 and Malt, Cod Liver
(1 T~ et oot i il |l Yes, | Yes, Yes, | Yes. | Yes. Oil  Emulson, and

! ' Adexolin Tablets.

|

At cost price in other
cases (e.g., sale of dried Dried milk not sold at Infant Welfare or Ante-natal Clinics.
milk at Centres) ... ...

(b) Total quantity of milk supplied during the year to expectant and nursing mothers
and young children:—

Liquid Dried
gallons  pounds
(i) By the Council ... . M6268 —_
(i1) By Voluntary Ass-m::ltmns npcratmg in rJu: area :)f the
Council o ive = =
Totals ... 6268 —

*Pasteurised bottled milk supplied and delivered to houses of recipients.
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TUBERCULOSIS. Form T. 137.
ParT 1 FUBLIC HEALTH (TUBERCULOSIS REGUL ATIONS), 1950

Summary of Notifications during the period from the 1st January, 1938, to the
31st December, 1938, in the County Borough of Burnley, (to which
this return relates).

Formal MNotifications.

MNumber of Primary Notifications of new cases of Tuberculosis.

Age-periods. ' ' i S

0 1 5 10 15| 20 | 25 | 35 | 45 | 55 G5 Total

to [ to |to |to |[to [to |to |to |to |to and Total |MNotifications
L | 5 (10| 15|20 | 25|35 |45 |35 |65 upwards | (all ages)

?uln‘mnarj Males R [ e | — M| S A 2 W ) (. I [ 2 A4 44

3 Females vl — | — | — | — 6| 4 & 2 1 2 25 25

* Mon-pulmonary Males .| — | 1| 11 1 | 24 2| —=|=¢"1 3 24 24

= ” Females .| 1 3 SO 2 2 1| —|—| = 265 26

|
et 1L SUPPLEMENTAL RETURN.

New cases of Tuberculosis coming to the knowledge of the Medical Officer of
Health during the above-mentioned period, otherwise than by formal notification.

By P
Wonlolln )

i | : | = |
3 | o T (e ol | s 20 ]ies ] as s ||f m 65
i ] Age Periods. | to to to to to to l to to to to and Total
g 1 2] 10 15 20 25 15 45 55 65 |upwards | Cases
i , :
B - ' | P oo =
Pilmonary Males ... ...} — -— — - —_— 2 | — — o 2 . 4
i Females N - —— -— == 2 1 1 — — 4
-pulmonary Males ... — 2 - 1 1 — 1 - s = — 5
o Females.. | 1 _— 1 e o r = i - il o 2

: MIJIEE from which information as to the above-mentioned cases was obtained should be stated below:—

Mo. of Cases.

Source of Information, Pulmonary. Mon-pulmonary.

Ll

Death Returns from local Registrars ... 2
transferable deaths from Hcgn:mr Gmeml — e
F'U!ﬂ'lumuu:- Motifications ... e

" Transfers " from other areas {(irhtr Ihﬂ.n lmniﬁ:‘mhfc df:lths} [{}
Other Sources if any (specify) , — =
111, NOTIFICATION REGISTER.
[ Pulmonary, Mon-pulmonary.

jimber of cases of Tuberculosis remaining at the ———— - - e Total
5t December, 1938, on the Register of Notifications Males  Females | Total Males | Females | Total Cases
#pt by the Medical Officer of Health of the County - — : — —— e —— ———
Borough. 118 81 199 67 T 144 343
imber of cases removed from the Register
during the year by reason of : —
Withdrawal of notification 1 — 1 —_ - = 1
R'HII:I'LE.L‘}I' from the disease i 12 (] 18 f L0 16 34
Death (all r.‘auses_:l AL S | N R KO 28 63 5 5 10 73
Otherwise i 12 5 17 13 4 17 34
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B Duration of Residential Treatment in the Institution.
g o & - e i e i v
B R
E i E Under 3 months|
é Eg but exceeding | 3—6 months | 6—12 months | More than 12 Totals
43 Condition at time 28 days. months
O g3
8 of discharge. {

M| F |Ch|M| F. |Ch|M.| F. |Ch] M| F |Ch e B ach:
ot Quiescent — | 1| == 1| == =|=]=|—=|— ) =
= s
E.E Not Quiescent = Pl ) o e L s | R ] | i e | e e
E""‘i

Died in Institution = e e e e e | ] i ] e
g _."_3: Quiescent -. 1| =)= | === | —=|—=]|—|—=|— 1| —
g -2 |
= E  Not Quiescent — === === |=| == | == = =
2 3 Bl
2 5 Died in Institution N T el O REO S T iy v
2 :l
g Quiescent -—i-l-—-—-:—--—-—-_-_____ ||
- ST '
"E%Nutf}uitﬁcmt ———'_'!___ Liefrissse | =] e =
£5.5 [
3 Died in Institution ) SR Ll RG] ) TR TS | 1) () oo e ?
2 £
. Cluiescent 1] — T [ P e L R e a_ ey
£% _
& 2 Not Quiescent — | — I ] [ P = ) e [ = = | = o 1
E{J
Died in Institution e ] e (] IR | SR ) [ ) ) e [ R e [ =l
Totars (Non-pulmonary 1| 2| 2| —| 1 |—] 1| 1| —]—|—|— 42
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The time of the two whole-time Dental Surgeons is allocated as follows :(—
20 sessions per week to dental inspection and treatment of school children; three
sessions per fortnight to treatment of pregnant and nursing mothers and children of
pre-school age; one evening session per week to the treatment of tuberculous
persons.  One session per fortnight is allocated to the treatment of Public
Assistance and Municipal General Hospital patients.

CO-ORDINATION WITH OTHER HEALTH SERVICES.

Complete co-ordination now exists between the School Medical and Child
Welfare Services. All the records from the Infant Welfare Department are passed
to the School Clinic office when children enter school and are filed, along with the
school medical records. All the consultative services and forms of treatment which
are available for school children are also available for pre-school children. These
include minor ailments treatment, dental treatment, treatment of eye diseases and
vision defects, treatment, including operative attention, of nose, throat and ear
diseases, orthopadic treatment, artificial sunlight treatment, immunization against
diphtheria, etc. Children are referred to the Sunlight Clinics at Bank Hall
Hospital and the Municipal General Hospital, and the X-Ray and Electrothera-
peutic Department of the Municipal General Hospital.

Information relating to the specific unsuitability of certain children for
particular types of work is supplied to the Juvenile Employment Committee in
respect of children who leave school at the end of each term, as recommended in
Board of Education Administrative Memorandum No. 137. The Juvenile Employ-
ment Record Cards are sent from the Juvenile Employment Bureau to the School
Clinic, where relevant information is entered on the employment cards.

THE SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE IN RELATION TO THE PUBLIC
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

School Hygiene and Sanitary Accommodation.

School buildings have been inspected periodically, particular attention
being paid to the cleanliness of the out-offices. The lavatories have been maintained
in a satisfactory state of cleanliness. Few structural alterations were made during
1938, as in the previous year many improvements were effected for the purpose
of reorganisation. Back Lane School is now the only school which has unsatisfac-
tory lavatory accommodation. I have commented annually for the last seven
years on the unsatisfactory closets in use in this School, which are of the trough
pattern and which can only be evacuated of their contents when the caretaker goes
round from time to time and releases a tap, which allows the closets to be flushed.
In the intervals between the rounds of the caretaker feces is left to accumulate in
the troughs and causes offensive effluvia. If this school is to continue to be used
as a day school, automatic or hand-flushed pedestal water closets should be
installed.
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1938 1937
No. =L No. o
Ear Disease BRI R T [0 & W Ly (e OR ooa 28
Nose and Throat Disease P IR s R S
Enlarged Glands ... ... ... BE .o SR A
Defective Speech. ... ... .. BY e NP6 S T |
Heart Disease ... ... ... ... TR o g GRS Rl e SR
ADSOIR v e o o it v L P p. L A 62 1:7
Lung Disease (Non-Tub) = ... 1000 ... 29 .. 154 ... 45
Tuberculosis :
Pulmonary Definite — e — — . =
" Suspected — e = s R
Non-Pulmonary L& vt FE G R 1
Diseases of Nervous System ... A5 o 10 LIRS |
Deformities: ... oo oo oo CTEOT D RIS RRERE Y ST T Ly
Other Defects and Diseases ... 214 ... 63 .. 274 ... 79

As regards routine inspections, the percentage of children found to require
treatment, excluding nutrition, uncleanliness and dental disease, was 245 in the
Entrants’ Group, 223 in the Intermediate Group, and 19-5 in the Leavers’ Group;
the percentage for the total code groups being 22-1. The percentage found to
require treatment showed an increase in each age group on the figures for the
previous year.

A list of the defects found in the various code groups and * specials ™
appears in the Appendix to the report.

Uncleanliness.—Inspection by the Medical Officer revealed 35 unclean
children, as against 93 in the previous year, the percentages being 2.7 in 1937,
and 1-0 in 1938. Of this number, 26 had heads infested with vermin or nits, and
9 had dirty bodies.

The routine cleanliness surveys by the school nurses are a better guide to
the conditions obtaining in the various schools.

The nurses made 136 cleanliness surveys of children in elementary and
special schools, and carried out 37,512 inspections of children's heads and bodies.
428 individual children were found to be unclean, In 30 instances vermin were
found, and in 1,676 instances nits were present in the hair. The percentage of
children showing evidence of infestation with vermin was only 0-:08%. 518
notices giving advice as to the best means of getting rid of vermin and nits were
sent to parents, and where necessary, these were followed up by personal visits
by the nurses to the homes. A more strongly worded notice to parents was sent on
98 occasions on which re-inspection by the nurses showed that children were still
verminous. No children were cleansed and disinfested at the Cleansing Station
on account of verminous conditions.
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Skin Disease.—Contagious diseases of the skin are rarely seen at routine
medical inspection in the schools, due partly to the higher standard of cleanliness
pertaining amongst the children, and partly due to the fact that when these
conditions are found by teachers or parents, the children are referred immediately
to the Clinic for treatment. 183 cases of skin disease were ascertained, the
percentage being 5-4, as compared with 3-6 in the previous year.

External Eye Diseases.— Of 50 cases of inflammatory conditions of the
external eye, 28 were Blepharitis, 11 were Conjunctivitis, and 11 other conditions.

Defective Vision.— In the past a routine vision test of all children in the
Intermediate and Leaver Groups has been carried out. However, following on
Circular 1621 of the Ministry of Health, which deals with the prevention of
blindness, it was considered desirable to make an examination of the wisual
conditions of children as soon as possible after their entry into school.
Consequently, as from January, 1938, a vision test is applied to entrants by means
of eye-testing cards showing pictures instead of letters.

The total number of children medically inspected in the schools who were
found to have defective vision during the year was 392 (including 43 with squint).
Of these 144 were in the second age group (aged 8 and 9 years), and 134 in the
third age group. In addition, 245 children had errors of vision corrected previously
and were wearing suitable glasses—these being 19 Entrants, 69 Intermediates, 153
Leavers and 4 not coming under the code groups.

In 167 cases the defective vision or squint was sufficiently severe as to
necessitate their being referred to the Ophthalmic Specialist Officer. The remain-
ing 225 were kept under observation.

The school nurses have continued to make periodic surveys in the schools
to find children who neglect to wear the spectacles provided for them. This is
very necessary on account of the considerable number of children who fail to take
their spectacles to school and the fact that, when spectacles are lost or broken, steps
are not taken for their immediate replacement or repair. Of 397 children surveyed
by the nurses, 22 were not wearing their spectacles. In 13 instances this was due
to carelessness or neglect to take the spectacles to school, and ih 9 the spectacles
were lost or broken. The latter were followed-up to ensure that the spectacles were
replaced. The assistance given by the head teachers in supervising the wearing of
glasses continues to be most helpful.

The practice has been continued of supplying, through the Education
Committee’s Scheme, only spectacles having steel frames and lenses slightly
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Clothing and Footgear.——Children found to be insufficiently clad or to
have defective footgear numbered 13, equivalent to 0-4°/ of the total inspected.

All children with defective footgear were reported to the Clog Fund Sub-Committes
for investigation of their circumstances anﬁhﬂ provision of clogs in cases which

were found to be necessitons

Height and Weight.—The following table shows the averages of the
children medically inspected, compared with those of 1937.

Average Height and Weight of Children Age 5 Years.

Boys Boys Girls Girls
1087 1t Wrrgis 1937 1938
Number: Thspert e ety raee | me R L e WOLTe
Average Height in inches ...... 42.3 . 42:9 e 257 L 4244
Average Weight in pounds...... 41-7 ... 419 .. 408 .. 411

Average Height and Weight of Children Age 8 Years.

Boys Girls Girls

) 1937 1938 1937 1938
Mumber - Inspected: . o, suskons SatunidBD manely W54 au il ddil sisade W60
Average Height in inches ...... 493 .. 493 .. 488 .. 4990
Average Weight in pounds...... a0 R - 11 S - S |,

Average Height and Weight of Children Age 12 Years.

Boys Boys Girls Girls
1937 1938 1937 1938
Number Inspected ............... FHSLE Tadingsing - St dusdaliy 435
Average Height in inches ...... apeDnewdt o) o060 eald i D6 s [0SED
Average Weight in pounds...... PE D s RO bbbk B0 o SingieB120

Average Weights and Heights over a Period of 29 Years.—The charts
inset show the average weights and heights of children inspected in the elementary
schools each year from 1910 to 1938, the averages for boys and girls and the three
age groups being shown separately. These charts indicate a general upward
tendency in both weight and height in each group. The average weight increases
in the 12-year-old group during the last 29 years are 4}lbs. for boys and 6ilbs.
for girls. In the entrants group, over the same period, the average weight
increases are Slbs. for boys and 33lbs. for girls. Similarly height increases of
1:2 inches for boys and 1:4 inches for girls have occurred among the twelve-year-
old groups and equally well-marked increases in height are shown to have
occurred among the new entrants.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

Review of the action taken to detect and prevent the spread of
Infectious Disease.

The School Medical Officer receives, as Medical Officer of Health, notifica-
tion of all cases of notifiable infectious diseases occurring in the Borough. The
necessary exciusion certificates under Article 53 (b) of the Code and a list of houses
in which infectious diseases have occurred are sent daily to the School Attendance

Dcparlmf:ni_

The legally notifiable diseases amongst children of school age notified
to the Medical Officer of Health were as follows :—

: No. of '
Disease | Notifications ‘ Deaths

e e = — —— |
Scarlet Fever ™ 93 | —
Diphtheria and Membranous Croup 117 - 9
Measles and German Measles 201 -_—
Primary and Influenzal Pneumonia... 44 2
Erysipelas ... 3 ; =
Pulmonary Tuberculosis ... 1 ' 1
Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis 23 1

There was some increase in the prevalence of chickenpox and mumps,
but apart from these there was remarkably little infectious disease during 1938.
Neither scarlet fever, diphtheria nor measles appeared in epidemic form. The
cases of diphtheria in children of school age were 55 fewer, and of measles 547
fewer than in the previous year. Pneumonia in school children was double
that of 1937, due mainly to influenzal pneumonia occurring during an influenza
epidemic towards the end of the year.

No schools were closed by order of the Medical Officer of Health. One
certificate was issued to cover periods of low attendance in school an account
of chickenpox.

The School Nurses made four special investigations in schools in connection
with diphtheria, during which 117 scholars and teachers were inspected, and of
these 81 were swabbed and 25 were seen and swabbed in their own homes.

107 children were examined as to their fitness to re-enter school after
having had an infectious disease or being a " contact.”
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Children with visual defects are referred to the Ophthalmic Surgeon (Dr.
Snowball), who devotes three sessions per week to refraction work. When neces-
sary to cope with the waiting list additional sessions are arranged. During the
year Dr. Snowball held 140 sessions and examined 226 new cases. 188
children were prescribed spectacles.

Prior to the examinations by the Ophthalmic Surgeon, children are given
a course of atropine drops for several days by the school nurses. This necessitated
children making 1,252 attendances at the Clinic,

In addition to 226 new cases, the Ophthalmic Surgeon re-examined 687
children, who had at some time previously been supplied with spectacles, to
ensure that the latter were still suitable. Consequent on these re-examinations
it was necessary to recommend new spectacles for 316 children, 10 children to have
operation also, and 7 to cease wearing spectacles. Two children were recommended
for the special class for partially-sighted children.

In all 913 children had their defective vision investigated. It is
found occasionally that children who may have obtained spectacles through other
channels, have spectacles which do not conform to their refractive errors, and it is
not infrequently necessary to give new prescriptions or recommend that the
spectacles be discarded.

Parents are advised, after children have obtained spectacles, to present them
again at the Clinic so that the Ophthalmic Specialist may see that the spectacles
conform to the prescription issned. 613 children attended for this purpose
during the year.

The total number of attendances made by school children at the Ophthalmic
Clinic, including preliminary preparation of the eyes by the nurses, was 3,617.

Children who were recommended to but did not attend the Ophthalmic
Clinic were followed up by the school nurses, who found that 15 children obtained
treatment privately.

Six hundred and thirteen pairs of spectacles were obtained by the school
children, 243 of these through the Local Education Authority’s scheme,

‘“w.‘..‘M
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Treatment of Dental Defects.—812 treatment sessions were held at the
School Clinic, and 5,016 cases were dealt with as against 5,219 in 1937, 1,067
were cases specially referred by the Assistant School Medical Officer or teachers.
Further particulars of the treatment given will be found in the statistical appendix
to thus Report.

" Following up ™ of Dental Defects.—The parents whose children have
not attended the Dental Clinic as the result of having been notified of the need
of dental treatment, are interviewed by the School Nurse,

il A e | BT e T

During the year, 10,623 children were notified as requiring treatment as
a result of being dentally inspected, and the following gives the after-history of

the cases:—
Attended School Dental Clinic 5,016
Received Treatment from own Dentist ... 10
Parents Indifferent ... 5,454
Treatment not Advised by own Doctor ... —_
Left School or could not be Traced ... 104
Left Town ... 26
Died ... 13

The following figures show the number of fillings and extractions carried
out during the last thirteen years for elementary, special and secondary school

children.
AR g L | Adminis- K '
Fillings. Extractions, trations Other Operations.
: | : of Gen'ral
Year | Anzs- Total
Temp- | Per- Total | Temp- | Per- | Total thetics | Tem- Per- other
orary |manent |Fillings | orary | manent | Extrac- | for [y | Porary |manent | Opera-
Teeth | Teeth Teeth | Teeth | tions | ymctions | Teeth | Teeth E tions
£ I | —
! } Part-time &
1926 24 528 552 | 5404 497 | 5901 — | 1509 | 63 | 1574 (| Dentist. g
1927 229 | 1135 1364 | 6097 | 571 | 66GB 8 | 1665 369 | 2034 &
1928 378 | 1540 | 1918 | 5793 481 | 6274 8 2229 380 IﬁW{FuI]-ﬂmg Dentist
1929 20 | 2045 2065 || 2982 367 | 3349 3 1054 386 | 1440 ( |appainted. 2
1930 3l 1971 2002 3641 | 490 | 4131 i 102 319 421
1931 49 | 2083 | 2132 | 3763 S80 | 4343 4 177 437 614
1932 Z5 | 253% | 2560 | 4638 | 714 | 5332 13 120 688 a08 /
1933 19 | 2999 | 3018 (| 3134 | 632 | 3766 1 110 | 598 708 -
1934 562 | 2329 | 3891 3924 | 965 | 4889 96 296 742 | 1038 | |Sccond Full-time
1935 | 211 | 4692 | 4903 | 7863 | 3696 |11559 | 2376 104 | 1108 | 1212 [|Dentistappointed =
1936 | 112 | 4583 | 4695 | 6831 | 2419 | 9250 2383 192 | 1094 | 1286
1937 115 | 4275 | 4390 | 6630 | 1985 | 8615 | 2203 81 852 | 933
1938 204 | 4422° | 4626 | 6086 | 2097 ' 8813 2292 34 634 | G688
>
-,
-'.?

o






42

OPEN AIR EDUCATION

School Camp.— The permanent School Camp at Hest Bank, near More-
cambe, has accommodation for 50 scholars. Children, who do not have an oppor-
tunity of obtaining a holiday out of town during the summer vacation, are sent
there for two weeks, the children being selected on the recommendation of the
head teachers, from the elementary and special schools.

The school was opened on the 18th March and closed on 30th September.
Boys were sent in the earlier and later periods and girls in the warmer summer
period. All children are medically inspected before proceeding to the School
Camp. This entailed the examination of 713 children, of whom 350 boys and
350 girls were sent to the camp for a fortnight.

Convalescent Home.—A Convalescent Home at Lytham St. Annes,
administered by a voluntary committee, has accommodation for 12 children of each
sex, and is provided for the children of Burnley and the surrounding district. It
was open for the reception of children from 29th March to 27th September. During
this period 310 children were admitted, 277 (129 boys and 148 girls) being
Burnley school children. Practically all the Burnley children are selected by the
assistant school medical officers and immediately prior to their admission they are
examined regarding cleanliness and freedom from infectious disease. Boys aged
4-10 years and girls aged 4-12 years are admitted for periods of 1 to 3 weeks.

Pearson’s Fresh Air Fund (Burnley Committee) has a holiday home at a
farm house on the moors a few miles from Burnley, which is open during the
summer months , with accommodation for 12 poor children. During the summer
120 children each had two weeks' holiday at this farm house, and 1,300 had a day’s
outing in the country.

Playground Classes.—There is no specific organisation of playground
classes. The matter is left to the discretion of head teachers. The numbers of
children in any classes so taken are 50 between the ages of 5 and 11 years and
40 between 11 and 14 years.

There is no arrangement for open air education by means of open air
classrooms in public elementary schools.

PHYSICAL TRAINING AND PLAYING FIELDS.

Physical Training.—The Assistant School Medical Officer, at each routine
medical inspection, indicates to the head teachers, children who, on account of
physical defects, should be excluded from physical training classes. Children
requiring special exercises for postural defects are referred to the Clinic for
remedial exercises given by the Orthopaedic Nurse.

The Revised Handbook on Physical Training, issued by the Board of

Education in 1933, is in use in the schools. There is no Organiser of Physical
Training employed.
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Blind and Partially Sighted Children.—The Day School for the Blind,
Tarleton House, continues to serve a dual purpose. In addition to the special tuition
given to blind children (by Braille, etc.), there is held a special * sight-saving " class
for partially sighted children. These are children with a high degree of myopia and
similar conditions, which seriously impair vision. The partially sighted children
are educated by sighted methods.

The number of children on the roll of the blind school and the special
class for partially-sighted on 31st December, 1938, are as follows :—

|
' Children from Areas of
Burnley Children | Adjoining Authorities | Total

Boys | Gnls | Boys | Girls
Blind Children {taught I:q.r ! |
Braille) ... ... ok ; 2 ; — 2, g
e e e e e ——
Class for Partially- Slght&cl !
Children ... S 3 1 1 12

Two blind children of school age were in residential institutions for the
blind.

Deaf Children.—At the end of 1938, there were 21 children receiving
instruction in the Day School for the Deaf, 13 of whom were Burnley children, and
8 were from areas of adjoining authorities.

|CI1|]dr¢n from Areas l}Fl
No. of Children on Register Bum!q.r Children | Adjoining Authorities | Total
on 31st December, 1938. |

Boys | Gicls | Boys Girls |
(a) Totally Deaf Ch:lclren ke g e 1 4 | 9
(b) Children with Slight -
Degree of Hearing ...| 2 2 1 _ T AR
(c) Defective Speech, but '

not Dea 3 2 - [ — ! 5

The staff of the school consists of a head teacher and one assistant.

Two boys left the School for the Deaf on attaining the age of sixteen;
one was a case of visual aphasia but not deaf; the other, a deaf youth, was
admitted to a Trade Training Institution for the Deaf in Manchester.
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higher intelligence than attainment, require individual coaching and teaching that
they may be able to take their proper place ultimately in the Senior Schools. The
School Medical Officer, therefore, is not responsible for carrying out the tests on
these children and they are admitted and discharged from these two classes at the
discretion of the teachers. The children are not referred automatically to the
School Medical Officer to ascertain if special treatment is necessary, prior to admis-
sion to the classes for backward children.

Ineducable mentally defective children are supervised by the Central
Lancashire Association for Mental Welfare.  The following are particulars
regarding Burnley children under 16 years of age:—

Boys. Girls.
Under Statutory Supervision ... 5 7
In Certified Institutions 7 1

Five children under 16 years of age were in attendance at the Occupation
Centre, which is administered by the Central Lancashire Association for Mental
Welfare,

Higher Education of Blind Students.—The after-care of blind children
15 dealt with by the Special Services Sub-Committee of the Education Committee
which also administers the Blind Persons Act, 1920. A scheme of training of
blind students over 16 years of age is in operation at the Workshop for the Blind.
Blind girls are trained in knitting by machinery, rug-making, mat-making, etc..
and blind youths in basketry, boot repairing, cane-seating, etc.

Three Burnley and six County Technical Students are in training at the
workshop.

There are no courses established by the Education Authority for the
higher education of deaf, physically defective, mentally defective or epileptic
students.

PHYSICALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN.

Tuberculosis.—All cases of definite or suspected tuberculosis are referred
to the Tuberculosis Officer, who arranges for appropriate treatment or supervision,
Cases of crippling due to tuberculosis are referred to the Orthopadic Clinic.
Arrangements are in operation through the Tuberculosis Dispensary Scheme for
cases of tuberculous disease of the skin and glands to receive actino-therapy at
the " Light” Department of the Municipal Hospital, where Mercury Vapour,
Carbon Arc and Kromayer Lamps are available.

Delicate Children.—204 were classified as ™ delicate,” of whom 124 were
in attendance at the Open Air School.
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Routine Medical Inspection of the Secondary and Junior Commercial
Schools shows that the main defects found are defective vision and unhealthy con-
ditions of tonsils. Although 70 children had chronic tonsillitis, only twenty
required active treatment. It 1s unsatisfactory to find year after year that con-
siderable numbers of pupils, who during their elementary school life had normal
vision have subsequently had deterioration of their sight sufficiently severe as to
necessitate the wearing of spectacles. It was necessary for 102 Secondary School
children to obtain spectacles during the year,

Contagious diseases of the skin are now practically unknown in the Secon-
dary Schools, only one of the 17 cases of skin diseases being of this nature.

Of the seven cases of organic heart disease, only two were at the time of
inspection sufficiently severe as to require treatment. The fact that 27 pupils
were angmic cannot be regarded with complacency. Five were found to be tuber-
culous, one of whom had tuberculous infection of the respiratory system. No
serious orthopadic conditions were found, but postural defects, particularly round
shoulders and flat chests, were present in 29 children.

Altogether 193 (or 19:5%) of the pupils had defects, apart from defective
teeth, which required treatment.

The nutrition survey of the Secondary School children showed that 129
of them cannot be regarded as sufficiently well nourished.

All the treatment clinics (minor ailments, dental, orthopedic and ophthal-
micy are at the disposal of Secondary School pupils. The arrangements for recover-
ing the cost of treatment are the same as for children attending Elementary Schools.
Although many defects are treated privately, practically all pupils found to have
defective vision elect to attend the Ophthalmic Clinic, and the majority of pupils
who obtained dental treatment do so at the Clinic. 446 Secondary School children
were treated at the Dental Clinic as against 392 in 1937. 10 received dental
treatment privately; in 328 cases nothing was done by parents to carry out the
dentists’ recommendations regarding treatment, and a further 226 were remaining
to be followed up at the end of the year.

Defects found in Secondary School children are followed up by the School
Nurses in the same manner as for Elementary School children.

There was little infectious disease in the Secondary Schools, no action
being necessary beyond the exclusion of a few pupils and contacts.
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