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DIPHTHERTA TMYUNISATION.

Since July 1942 the County Council has been responcible for the administration
of this Scheme and the County Medical Officer of Health has delegated the duties in
connection with locel errangements to your Medical Officer of Health.

Striking figures for the country as a whole were given in a recent article by
& Madical Officer of the Ministry of Health. 1In 1941 over 50,000 cascs of
diphtheria were notified and of these 2,641 were fatal, whilst for the preceding
ten years the average annual mumber of doaths wae 3,115 and that of notifications
around 60,000. During 1950 the mumber of cascs had fallen to 920 with 49 deaths
and this satisfactory position has been maintained into 1951. Concern was
expressed that in Englond and Wales during tho lattor half of 1950 theore was a
falling off in the mumber of children immmiscd and 4t was considercd that this was
due to the fear that inomilations might bring on paralytic poliomyclitis. This
problem is now being investigoted and for the prosent all that can bo said is that
a prima facio case has boon made out of the possibility, during the cpidemic
provalence, of some occasionnl comnmcction botwoon rocont Immwdsptlon ond the onsot
of the paralysis The risk, nowevor, is oxtremely enell ond in 1950 with over
half a million immmiscticons only 58 coses of poliomgyolitis dovelopod within four

wocks of the injcction, this, out of o total of 5000 cnges of paralytic poliomyalitis.

In thiz arca investigations sinec 1947 have failed to show o single instance of

paralytic policmyelitis following immunisation injecticns. As it hod been reported

that the oceurronce of perslysis in the 1limb had invariobly oecurrod when tho
injoction was given intramugcularly it was docided in August to change our technique
of giving .5 cc A.P.T. intremusculerly to .5 ec P.T.A.P. subcutancously bocauso the
lattor was roportod to ceusc less discomfort vhon piven by this route. Our
exporicnce of this methed hos beoen similar; din fact the renctions appoor to bo loss
froquent and loss pronounced and the Schick conversion rate is oqually good.

The falling off in immumisetions in tho country ss o vhole did not apply to
this district and the position ot 31st Decomber, 1950 was thot out of o total of
1985 children wnder 15 yoors of ngo, 1844 hed boen immmised — a percentage of 93.
Immnisation doos not commence until thoe child is nince menths old ond if these are
excluded from the figures the percentage of children immuniscd would bo 98. I
should like to cmphnsisc once agein that theso figurcs are not estimntos but aro
founded on Tact, o eard beoing made eut for ovory child in the distriet and immumd-
gatione arc rocorded thoroon.

As it is somo yeors since tho immunisation schomeo 28 oporated in this district
was dotoiled I think it may be helpful if I were to cxplein our proccdurc. Dotails
of childron are received from worious sources including the Registrar of Births
(woekly roturn), the County Council through the moternity end child welfare depart-
ment, end other districts end schools. A leltor is sont to overy parent when tho
child is cight months old advising imcunisation and giving the option of thelr own
doctor or a special clinic, This letter is followed by o personcl cpproach by the
district nurse or health visitor, and in o numbor of casce Dr. Duke, Doputy Medieal
Offiecer of Henlth, gives the injections at tho child's home. Three to aix months

after the inmmisation coursc, which congists of two injcetions at monthly intervals,

ar. offor ie made to the paront for the child to be Schick tostod, ond this 1s dono
by Dr. Duke at spoclal clinies throughout the district.

As inmnity wenes somewhot over o period of years all schools in the arca arc
visited at regulor intervals, children in primary schiocls being given a reinforeing
infcetion on adniesion at tho age of five yoors, while in the casc of private school
childron the now adnissions, of whatever age, arc Schick tostod and only those found
to be Schick positive arce given another injection. At ten ycars of age a Schick
tost is given, and where the tost is positive additional immmisstlon injections oro
given. With this ogo group bocauso of the possibility of roactions with ALP.T. or
*,T.A.P. the antigen used is T.A.F. It is intoresting to note that of all children
<ested ot this ago tho percentage who are positive is only &, chowing the methods
adopted do ensure imnrity anong the majority of schocl children. It is also
sroboble that those who do reset to the Schick test posscss o latent irmunity which
would come into play if they wore infocted with the orpanisps of diphtheria.

411 the tosting and tost reading throughout the ax. . has been corried out by
Dr. K, L, Duke, Doputy Modical Officer of Health, and he also gave the nejority of
<he incculations. It is mainly due to his offorts and those of Miss F.M.Dean,
Immunisation Clerk, that the schome runs so snoothly and officicntly.



A8 it is now eloven years since the Ministry of Heoelth made meosles and
whooping cough notifiable it would scem that the time is opportunc to ask onesclf
if notification iz sorving any useful purposcs There iz no doubt thet & groat
doal of timc has becn takon up with thesc notifientions which in tho last four
years has amounted to 330. The genoral practitioncr has te completc o form in
each case -- many complain bittorly of the form filling thoy now hove to perform -
particulars have to be entered in a register and the form sent to tho County
Medical Officer of Health who koops another register. In duc course the goneral
practitionor roceives two shillings and sixpence for cach notification. As far as
this distriet is conccrned I cannot scc that notifieation hes sorved any useful
purpose as when a gonoral practitioncr wishos for the admission of a case to tho
isolation hospital he telophones the roquest to my office and notification plays
no part in tho matter., Whooping cough is amore scrious diseasc than mensles,
especlally in young childron. but the same applics to this discnse os far as
:imﬁuﬁ:aﬁm iz coneerned and casos could bo sdmitted to the izolation hospital

The recont outbroak of smallpox ot Brighton sgein domenstrated the value of
vaccination and revaccination in preventing the discesc from spresding and alseo that
on the whole the longer the time since waccination was peorformed the more sovercly
porsons woero attacked. As D-s. Cramb, thoe Modieal Officor of Health, statos in his
Roport on the outbreak, no member of the public health departmeont (medical, nursing,
sanitary inspectorate, clorical or ambulance) contractocd the disease, nll being
vaccinated at the beginning of the outbrook, and in the casc of all the doctors and
many of the sanitary inspectors further revaccinations were performed during the
course of the outbreak. All known contacte were vaccinated as soon es ascertained
kopt under daily observotion and the efficacy of the procedure is showm by the
fact that the outbreak was brought to an end less than four wocks from the time the
first casc was diagnosed. Without vaceination the outbreak could not have beoen
controlled. Of the twenty-nine erscs, ten died and of the lattor seven had never
been vaccinated while in tho casc of the other three all had been vaccinated in
infancy but were over 50 years of age, by which time the immunity frem vaccination
hed been lost. It is probable that if thosc throe people had been revaceinatoed,
Bay at achool lesving age; they would be alive to-dey.

g

Thore were a nunber of contacts in this district, and they werc kept under
observation during the incubation poried. In tho carly days of the outbreak I
advised the public in this arca, through the local press, that those who were
working in Brighton or visiting thore should be vecinnated but thot there was no
need for mase vaccination. The public, however, woro alermod and flocksd to the
doctors' surgeries, over 4,000 people in this district being vaccinated.

Evory child should be vaccinated during the first yoar of life, preforably
about the third or fouwrth month but only a small porcentage of infonts are being
vaccinated and I would 1ike to make a strong apponl ito parents in this district
to have their children vaccinated at this ape. At o later date, especielly in
the case of adolosconts end adults, primary vaccinetion is not without risk, small
though it may be. Medicrnl opinion is someinot divided on the need for rovaccination
in children, but for my part, becsuse of the risk of swallpox being introduced to
this country by air travel, I consider children should be revaccinated at school
entry and on leaving school. I believe if this werc done they would have a bottor
chance of escaping tho discase if they came in contact with a easo, or at any rate
they would have it in a mildor form.
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN BUTGESS HILL URRAN DISTRICT.
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I am indebied to the Matron, Miss J. M., Reid,; fo. the following particulars of
cases admitted during the year.

The Cubicle Block ollowed thirty differomt discrsos, observation easos or disoasos
with complications to be dealt with.
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Mr. Hobson, Sanitary Inspector, has furnished the following report on the

sanitary supervision of the district.

Summary of Inspections

w= und'EI' Hﬂuﬂiﬂglﬂtﬂ o - L] LA ] L LN 34

Under Public Health Acts .. e os an e 514
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Rohousing visits .n .a u e u e LE‘E 11'69

FURLIC HEALTH Infectious DHaemSe .. oo os  ss oo us
m&l Premises disinfected .. “a “s = e s

Al
T
Infestations dealt with .. Lo T S T S e 13
31 72
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FOOD PREMISES: BakehoUBOE vo  ee  +0  ss  sr  wv  se  ws 51

BlovphterhouBos +o  vv o8 w5 wd  ed e 13
Ige-creem .. e ma s me as 43
Catering Establzal:mmta L e T 52
Foodshope ..  s2 28 50 =2 _ss  se  aa o3
Licensed premiscs SR e e, . &0 GEmD e 2
Mﬂﬂs L L L] LY L E L Ll ._6 EE’D

Factories - Mechanical Power . e e s 8
Factories - Non Mechanical T R 1T TR o R T =
Potrcleum Acts .. s e e s s - n EA 92

Hats and Mice (made by Redent Operator) .. .. 3000
ﬂﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬂ & w ] Ll E o Ol ] Ll ] 5-1-

Mﬂﬁﬂg?ﬂﬂl e s X X . s X 2 zﬂﬁﬁ
Totial viedts .. .. 4651

BAMPLES TAKEN: Drinking Water (Mains) Chemical and Bacteriologieal ¢

Drinking Water (Well water)

cwimming Fool -- Bactericlogical ate e ik 1
Swimming Pool (tested on spot) o 40 o0 on 4
Ice-croam =-— B&ﬂtﬂriﬂlﬂgiﬂﬂl o e X o 12

Milk - Bactoriclogical, Biological and Phosphatase 35 57

COMPLATNTS

During the yoar 160 complainte wore received (not including reporis of rats

and mice). The complaints concerned:-
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No. of dwellinghousca at which structural repairs were carricd out .. ..

Ko. of dwellinghouscs at which cleansing and rodecoration were carried ocut

NHo. of premices et vhich aceumulations and cbetruetions were removed .. i

No. of dwellinghousce at which ronowals, ropair or cxtension of drainage
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No, of dwcllinghouses at which drainage s:,rstm wag connected to main sower
end cesspools abolished .. .. I e e e o lkm s

Ho. of dwellinghouses et which now dx::tb.i.tm ucrr.:u supulicd ..

Ko, of dwollinghousos at which flooding was dealt with .

No. of W.C.,s ropeircd, rcneowed, or additicnally providcod .+ «e ss  »s

No, of W.C.s to which fixcd woodon seats were abolished o e e
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No, of drains tested s . s . . w . e

Ho. of ceaspools cmptied i T T

No. of haknhuuaaa and other faud prnparing prmiaus tn uhich ir.rpr:wmanta
woro carried out
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The ecrection of the 24 singlc bedroomed flats proposed for 1950 was not
cormenced in thet yoar owing to difficultics over the mcquisition of pites. It
was finally deeidod to build 12 flats at the corner of Livingstone Road and 12
on o site in Clifton Hoad. Work actually commenced in 1951 and no flats hawve
yot been completed.

The Council's 1951 building progromme is the orection of 12 dwellings on a
new site off St. Androw's Road. 8ix of them will be single bodroomod flats in
one block and the remainder will bo built as semi-detached pairs of 2-bedroomed
houzes. Tt doos not scem probeble that building on this site will be commenced
puch before 1952,

Therce has thus been a gap of almost 2 years in the production of new houses,
and in this period the weiting list, which had been olmost clearcd of urgent
casos, has greatly incrcascd in size ond now contoins a nupber of coscs of scrious
housing need. No new applications have been added to tho waiting list unloss
they have had a definite housing noed, and assceiction with Burgess Hill, but
despite this restriction, the numbor has inercascd from 40 to 70. A small
mumber of houses have bocome available for re-lotting through deaths or removals

but this d uﬁ not appreciably affect the situntion. HNo further acticn has been
possible with regard to the unfit houses in the district, as until alternative

Bcc oot oRat ARl RS 1hgnopskRRntE Eﬂﬂnﬂﬁuﬁiﬁﬂvﬂg' to whother the best
use is being made of existing council houscs. It hae been roported that 28
houses of 2 or 3 bedrooms arc being occupied by 1 or 2 perscns, and it would
seom possible, by making o few transfors, to moke more efficicnt usc of the
oxisting cccommodation, The difficulty is that most tonents do not wish to
pove from their present houses and the Gouncil has decided at present not to
bring any pressurc to boar on tenonts to nove ngningt their wishes.

FACTORIES,
1. INSPECTIONS FOR PURPOSES OF FROVISIONS AS TO_HEALTH

| Wo. on | thupber of

| Prouises Register | Inspoc=, Written Occupicrs

: tions Hﬁtic@ﬁ_l..n;m.

| (1) Factories in which sections

| 1,2,3,4 and 6 are to be '

| enforced by Local Authorities 4 2 e -

| (41) Factories not included in (1) | | |

| in which section 7 is enforced ! !
by the Local Authority 10 B - -

i(1ii) Other premises in which Ssction

I 7 is enforced by the Loecal

' Authority (excluding out- .
workers premises) - - - -

Totals 14 10 w =

2. GASES IN WHIGH DEFEGTS WERE FOUND

" Tlo, ol cageg ip Wnacn defccts | Humber of
I Heferrod ceses in whi
Particulars Found| Reme—: Te H.M. By H.M. | prosceuticna
| died | Inspoc-i Inspec- | wera
; | tor | tor |instituted
1 | ]
| Want of cleanliness (5.1.) - S g pood [ -
| Overcrowding (5.2) - - R R -
| Unrecasonable temperature (S.3) - - = - -
Inadequate ventilation (S.4) - - g e -
Ineffective drainage of i
floors (5.6) - - - i - -
Sanitary conveniences (5.7) |
{a) Insufficicmt 1 1 - ! - -
{t) Tnsuitable or defective - - - i - -
{c) Not scparate for scxes - - - r - -
i Other oficnces against the i
| et (not including offences i
{  relating to Outwork) = o s e -
Totals: [ i 1 - ' = = 1










