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l CAUSES OF DEATH AT DIFFERENT PERIODS OF LIFE IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE
COUNTY OF BUCKINGHAM, 1938,

.

i AGGREGATE OF URBAN DISTHICTS. AGGREUATE OF RUHAL DISTHICTS.
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR
THE AREA.

{a) LABORATORY FACILITIES.

Crixicarn Mareriar.—There is a small laboratory fitted up in the County
Health Department principally for the examination of sputa and other
material connected with the tuberculosis work of the County. Oecasional
samples of water and other materials are submitted to the Clinical Research
Association for analysis and examination.

Mg —Samples of milk in connection with the administration of the
Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, the Milk and Dairies Order,
1926, and the Tuberculesis Order, 1925, are taken by the Chief Inspector
and his staff and submitted to the National Institute for Hesearch in
Dairying, Shinfield, near Reading, for bacteriological examinations and
biclogical tests.

Foop axp Drues.—Sampling is undertaken by the Chief Inspector’s
department and materials are submitted for analysis to the County Analyst,
Erie Voeleker, Stuart House, 1, Tudor Street, London, E.C.

ih) AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

For the transport of the sick and first-aid treatment and transport of
accident cazes an excellent motor ambulance service is provided by the
E;l;kf Joint Committes of the Order of St. John and the British Fed Cross

iety.

The Committee has provided 20 modern ambulances, and the L.M.S.
Railway continues to maintain an ambulance at Wolverton which is affiliated
to the county service. Hach ambulance is in the charge of a loecal ambulance
division and in seven cases is assisted by a local Committee,

There are now 22 men's detachments and 13 women’s detachments of the
St. John Ambulance Brigade and 13 woman's detachments of the British Red
Cross Society in the County.

For the transport of cases in the southern half of the County suffering
from puerperal pyrexia or puerperal fever or ophthalmia neonatorum the
excellent ambulance serviee of the London County Council is used. For
enzes in other parts of the County the nearest loeal ambulance service is
made use of. This also applies frequently for the transport of maternity
CASeS,

(¢} NURSING IN THE HOME.

Nursing in the home iz generally organised throughout the County by
the Buckinghamshire Nursing Federation, to which are affiliated 78 loeal
Nursing Associations, employing 10 district nurses. The objects of the
Federation were set out fully in a previous Report. In addition there are
3 Local Nursing Associations employing 14 District Nurses which are
independent and not affiliated to the Federation.

{d) CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.
A full description of these was furnished in the Annual Report for 1930.
No further change, ns reported last year, has occurred.

(o) HOSPITALS,

Vorusrary Hospirars.—In tha Annual Report for the year 1930 =«
complete list of hospitals, general and special, serving the needs of this
County was published. There appears to be no change in the facilities
provided, but large extensions at the Royal Bucks Hospital, Aylesbury,
have heen completed. These extensions provides an additional 35 heds
including a fully eguipped labour room, a special out-patients’ department,
additional kitchen and store room, and essentinl additions to the nurses®

home.
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REGISTERED NURSING HOMES.

NauME AND ADDRESSH.

i DESCRIPTION.

AMERSHAM o

AVERSHAM St
AYLESBURY

BracoxsrieLD ...

BLETCcHLEY

CHERHAM
DaTiHET

Farxnmam Common

GeErRRARDE CrO83 ...

Hisn Wrycompe

LiaxGLEY
Manrrow

MugrsLEY

Newront PaoaseLL

Srovan

SLovan

Peacehaven Nursing Homa,
11, Lexham Gardens.
Tenterden.

* Rossor,” 31, Tindal Road.
5t. Joseph.

White Posts, Walk Wood
End.
“Kinellan,” Penn Road.

Hed House Bungalow, High
Street,

Tho Cottage, Amy Lane.

Holmeroft Nursing Home,

The Old Bridge House.
“ Daneby,” Green Lane.

Chalfonts Nursing Home.

Uplyme and Tlona, Amersham
Hill.

St. George's, 123, Tondon
Road.

The Willows 147, Wast
Wyecombe Road.

The High Wyecombe District
Nursing Institution and
Maternity Home, Shrubbery
Road.

The Moat House.

The Berkeley Nursing Home.

Richmond Lodge.

:'l'ylterurﬂ Abhey Nursing

Home.

“ Heathfield,” Uxbridge
Villas, Uxbridge Road.

* Parkside,” TUpton Court
Road.

I Blough Maternity Home,

Burlington Road.

Maternity, Aged,

! Infirm.
Maternity or Medieal.
Meadical, Surgical,

{Aged, Infirm.

Maternity, Acute Suar-

gieal, Meodieal and

Minor Surgical, Aged,
Infirm.

Convalescent.
Maternity. Medieal,
Surgical, Aged, Infirm.
Maternity.

Aged, Infirm.
Maternity, Modieal,

Surgical, Aped, Infirm.
Medical, Minor Sur-
gical, Aged, Infirm.
| Medical Minor Sor-

| gical, Aged Infirm.

| M&ternil;j, Medieal,
Surgical, Aged, Infirm.
Medical, Surgical,
Maternity, Aged, In-
|  firm

Medical, Minor Sur-
gical, Aged, Infirm.
Maternity or Surgical.

Maternity.

Mental, Nervo.

l‘[ﬂiarhitg, Medical,
Burgical, Aged, In-
firm,

Maternity, Medical,
Surgical, Aged, In-
firm, Convalescent.

Maternity, Mental,

| Surgical, Aged, In-

| firm.

Aged, Infirm.
Maternity or Surgieal
Aped, Infirm.
Maternity.
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During the year petitions were presented in 19 cases and all (11 male
and 8 female) were detained under order in certified institutions,

In addition one male was admitted to a certified institution by Orders
made under s 8 of the Act by Courts of Summary Jurisdiction.

Varying orders were made under Section 7 (1) of the Mental Deficiency
Act, 1913, for the transfer of one female who had become unsuitable for
guardianship care to a certified institution, and under the Mental Deficiency
(Amendment) Act, 1925, for the transfer of three males and one female
from institution to guardianship ecare.

Being found ursuitable for further residence in a certified institution,
one female was transferred to the County Mental Hospital.

Fifteen cases between the ages of seven and 16 years were notified to the
Mental Deficiency Committes by the Education Committes under Section 2
(2) of the Mental Deficiency Act, 193, These were disposed of as follows:—

Male. Fremale. Tolal.

Sent to Institutions by order .................. 1 1 a
Placed under Statutory Supervision ... 7 6 13
] 7 15

Tue Buckmscmamsmine Vorustaky Associariox vor THE CAEP OF THE
Meyrarny DerpeTive mREronrts A8 FoLLOWs.—In the care of the mentally
defective, much tima has had to be spent in pioneer work to convinee even
a small proportion of the general public that it is a subject of grave
importance, not only to the present, but to future generations. We feel,
therefore, that as a Voluntary Association, we have cause to congratulate
ourselves on our share in the results achieved after a quarter of a century
of orgamised effort.

There have been many diffieulties to overcome, and in particular
progress has been hampered hy the want of means for housing defectives,
a problem which has, however, now been relieved for a time by the
completion of the first instalment of the extensions at the Borocourt Joint
Institution, which should greatly facilitate the work in future.

We would here refer to our report of April, 1934, in which the opinion
was oxprossed that we shounld be nearing that point when an annual decline
in the new cases ascertained might reazonably be expected. It is believed
that, but for the migration of families into the County, especially in the
South, from distressed areas, bringing with them a number of defectives,
the peak of ascertainment would have been reached ere this. As it is, tha
total number recorded, under all headings, for the past two years, shows
but a small increase, At Decernber, 1936 (901), 1937 (914), 1938 (927), which
by a coincidence is an addition of thirteen in each year. By this it is not
intended to infer that there will he no fresh cases, but it is believed that
such will, in the near future, be balawced by those written off each year
through deaths, discharges, or removals to other areas, together with border
line cases which make good and are suspended from supervision. Of the
latter class, sevem were removed from the list of cases under Voluntary
Supervision during the past two years.

It should not be assumed from the foregoing that provision of further
institutional accommodation is wnnecessary. As will be seen by the
Summary at the end of this Heport, setting out the present distribution
of the 927 cases, there is a total exceeding 400 under guardianship and
supervision in their homes, all of whom are potential institutional patients.
Experience shows that, as parents grow older, and other inevitable causes
arize which render them incapable of exercising the necessary care and
protection, an institution is the only alternative for the majority of such

Chses.
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Coming to the past year, we are able to report that the various branches
of work undertaken by the Association have been continued with success.
All eases under supervision have been visited periodically by either the
Divisional Hon, Secretaries, the local Visitors, or the Secretary, So far as
is practicable, tuition and training is provided for eases in their own homes,
the result of which is very encouraging. Help has also been rendered to
nocessitons cases by way of grants for clothing, medieal comforts, Christmas
extras, spectacles, ete. We were again able to send fifteen defectives to the
soaside for o week's holiday last summer,

We would once more express our gratitude to all those who have so
kindly assisted uws in the past, ecither by referring or supervising cases,
and respectfully solicit their future interest, by which means alone can the
Committee’s efforts be maintained,

The following iz a Summary of the total number of defectives, and
their distribution at the 31st December, 1938 :—

VI Bd s k] o] e B mhe Ly e e e e a54
Under Guardianship .....cio i s soiads 57
Under Statulory Supervision .........cccccceceimeees 158
Under Voluntary Supervision ... 127

Children between seven and sixteen years of age:—
In- Bpecial BehoolB ...l isrensnsnsnns 22

Supervised by the ﬁumcmtlon on behalf of the
Education Commuittes .........cccccoceerrnicininiienes i |
Public Assistance Cases ........ccccoocenssecmmmmeiae a7
In County Mental Hospital ................ 84

Reported from reliable sources, l:ml. rm nchun
L RRIDEAL. ot e e e i = Db R bl e S 27
827

The Committee cannot close this Report without reference to the
valuable help given to the Association during the last twenty years by
Mr. Fizher. It iz impossible to express the affection and esteem which is
falt by all who come in contact with Mr. Fisher—to go into a cottage with
him, and to see the way in which he is received, is a lesson’ to all who have
to undertake this work. The best wishes of the Committee go to our
Secretary. May he have a happy long life after hizs retirement from public

serviee,

THE UNMARRIED MOTHER, ILLEGITIMATE INFANTS
AND HOMELESS CHILDREN.,

Much of the work of dealing with the unmarried mother is in the hands
“of the Oxford Diocesan Couneil for Moral Welfare, and in this county, local
voluntary Committees are responsible for the management of shelters at
Aylesbury and Slough.

Pregnant single girld are generally transferred to the Avlesbury Shelter
to which is attached an excellent small maternity home, the Mid-Bucks
Maternity Home, which also provides beds under the County Couneil
Beheme for married mothers.

During the year 1938, 35 unmarried mothers woere admitted to the

Aylesbury Shelter for their confinements.

MIDWIVES.

MNumber of Midwives who notified their intention to practise 208 (202)
(OFf this number 175 were permanent midwives and 33 under-

took temporary duty).
Number of Midwives removed from the roll at own reguest .. H {07

o g T e e e S e O e a
reported to Central Midwives Board ...... 0 (1)

b

ap L] ak
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Twenty-two of the registered midwives took less than three cases, 7 of
the 22 doing no midwifery, the reasons being (a) emergency or maternity
nurses, (b) the midwives lived just outside the county but hoped to practise
in Bucks, and notified their intention for this purpose.

Of the 208 midwives registered, 147 worked for Associations, 1 was
employed at Newport Pagnell by the Bucks County Couneil, 3 by the
Oxford Diocezan Council, and the remainder took their own fees,

Visitd By BurERvVISOR.

Number of ordinary Inspections ........ccccceeceeiiemss s 08 (388)
L SRR~ T LT LGN 1 1] a1 o) 11 e e eyt s i L Sl e 108  (87)
s » other visits in the interests of midwifery work ... 89 (#4)

Cages ATTENDED BY Mipwivea.

e e R R R S e s e T 1,837 (1,876)
With doetor .....ooooooevvovveinnn e S, 1 1,717 (1,729)
Nomice ror Senpiwe vor Mepicarn Herr.
T aame-al e e e BT  (B54)
including ™ for Rige of Temperature ™ . ..coomiiiiiiinrennes 53 (50)
In can 0F: AT o i e ros frinas e se e s s by e e e e e e s e 103 (72)
including * Eye diseBarge ™ ..ccoocciiieciinn s casssncoe s smsnesvasns 24 (22)
" Rise of Temperature " eventually notified to Loeal Sanitary
Anthority s Pusrpieral Ferer ... cocccscissusssmues i 12 (7)
“ Rise of Temperature " eventually notified to Local Sanitary
Aunthority as Puerperal Purerif .....oo.ocoooceciiiemssessmnsnsesasnns 28 (7)
“ Eye Discharge* eventually notified to Local Sanitary
Authority as Ophthalmic Neonatorum .......... e e et e 12 4
NuMpER oF BrriimiRTHE NOTIFIED . ....cccoiiismmssmmnmnnne 30 (17)
DEATES OF WEODEERE |, s i e in st K s s fruss e b smoes el hae s 1 (5)

1 Cardiac failure and collapse due to prolonged labour
and uterine inertia.

TIBATES OF DHBATIE . o o et ve ie o S de Ao o e e e s R rae 25 (29)
6 Prematurity. 1 Bronchitiz.
1 Congenital heart. 8 Feebleness.
3 Asphyxia. 1 Malformation.
2 Cardiac Failure. 1 Jaundice.
1 Spina Bifida. 1 Imperfect dilation of lungs,
T TN it v s e e e T ey s e s sy i 0 (0

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Ixeaxt WerFare Cexties—The total number of centres is now 60
All centres are managed by Voluntary Committees and are supported
finacially by annual contribution from the County Council under the
provisions of Section 101 of the Loecal Government Act, 1929,

Tho total number of children under 1 year of age who attended at the
Centres for the first time was 2,013, and between the age of 1 and 5 years
28, The percentage of children under 1 year of age who attended at a
cqntre for the first time to the total number of notified live births was 57.2,

The total mumber of attendances at all centres durirg the year by
children under 1 year of age was 28,190, and by children between the ages

of 1 and 5 yvears 25,54
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Hearrs Visrmise.—The County Council employs ten whole-time Health
Visitors and by arrangements with Voluntary Nursing Associations is
qnabled to have the services of 80 District Nurses. The number of visits
paid during the year by all Health Visitors is as follows:—

(a) To expectant mothers first visits 2,140—totnl visits 14,579,
(4) To children under 1 year of age, first visits 2 303—total visits 12,197.
(¢) To children between the ages of 1 and 5 years—total visits 22,162,

AxTE-Natan Cestees.—At Lane End and Chesham where ante-natal
gessions are held prior to the ordinary infant welfare sessions the work
continues to be carried on satisfactorily. At Aylesbury and Slough special
sessions are held on premises owned or leased by the County Couneil.

The total number of expectant mothers who attended the clinies was 402
{eompared with 553 in 1937), while the total number of attendances made
by such mothers was 909,

402 expectant mothers attended an ante-natal clinie, 11.4 per cent. of the
total births notified.

There iz a slight decrease in the number of ante-natal visitz paid by
district nurse midwives to their patients, the total number for 1938 being
14,579 as compared with 14,770 in 1937,

Mirg AssisTanciE.—Tha demands upon this service continued to grow.
During the year 136 expectant and 234 nursing mothers were supplied with
gither cow's milk or dried milk as compared with 88 and 163 mothers
respectively in the previous year. Free supplies for infants up to the age
of five years inereased from 146 in 1937 to 288 in 1938. The total number of
cases nsgisted during each of the last three years is as follows:—1936, 274;
1937, 397; 1938, 638,

Dewran TreEaTuest oF Exeecrant avp Nursine Mormers.—As reported
last year, the dental treatment of expectant and nursing mothers and
infants up to five years of age continued to be carried out by private dental
practitioners, whose charges for the work are based upon lines similar to the
dental benefif provided by Approved Societies under the National Health
Insurance Act. The County Council bears one half of the ecost and the
recipient of treatment the other half. One hundred and thirty-thres mothers
and 10 infants obtained thiz benefit during the year, a total of 143 cases
as compared with 122 in 1937,

It is unfortunate that the teeth of many expectant mothers are in a
very poor condition, many of the teeth having gone far beyond the stage
when it is possible to fill them. Tt is hoped that the improved care of
the diet of young infants and the present excellent school dental service will
result in much better dental standard in the expectant mothers of the
future. Meanwhile the present scheme of treatment does good service.

MaterxiTy BeEps.—Under the auspices of the Public Health Committes,
128 cases were admitted in 1998 as compared with 142 in the previous year,
and the following tahle shows the number of cases admitted to Institutions,
ate,

No. of cases

Tnateiufion, aadmatied,
Mid Bucke Maternity Home ..........cccommmmimemmmimssnesss a0
The Radeliffe Infirmary, Oxford .......coccovevecevesccnccinnnnnns aw
Badford 'Conunty Hospital .........iccecmemiemansssommssassssessrsssiss T
The Grange, High Wycombe ........cooeeevirivcanrersnunsensnesnnn 1
Maternity Home, Slough ............cceee. A e R R pA 13
Barrett Hﬂ.tﬁrnity Home, Northampton .............occecenvees 123
Royal Derkshire Hospital ......ccccooiiiiiiesieincrmvsssemssissennaes 5
128
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INFANT WELFARE CENTRES.

Nuiue or CeENTRE.

—

SITUATE.

Aunmau AND Cuaam.u

| 2150 1 I SRR R s B
ATLEBOURY ..coccomsis
BEACONBFIELD
Breprnow axp INSTRICT ...
BrercnLey
BouBNE ISND ..ccoconssnmnsans
BRADTELL ..aie otk sramnmaanaen
| E4 0 0 ) e e e S
BuckiNGHAM
Bunxuawx .......
CHALFONT ST, {::Lnﬁ
Cuavroxt St. PETER

------------------

-----------------------

--------------------

Cuantrinpge axD TrHE LEE

CHESHAM
CIFPERBAM .....ccocassnnamsinis
IhaTcHET B e i s
I R e e R R e A

ELLESDOROUGH ..ccoceceecncnns|

Eron

Eron WIOKE ....cccciememasssnsial
| The Village Hall

Fapnmgam BOTAL ..cccoieen
81, Micraen's, Fanvgam

ROYAL .oenvenens
FrLACEWELL ]{rm‘n
Friern
GERRARDS CROBE ..vvvrvrenin

GREAT HAMPDEN .cccveeeees
Cinear MISSENDEN ...........
HorTow ....
TTBR S inin s i
IviNGHOE 55 DIIH‘RIGT

PR R o et
LACEY GREBN ...ccccomsmsannens
I Ry B L e
PR [ e e e O
LAVENDON .....ooee
Y - e e
Lorxg CEENDON ..occeressse
LOUDWATEE  ..voeeseeesssssasian
Marnow e e nn i nni

FAEsssEEEREEEE

NAPHILL ........
NEWPORT Pmmnn

VLR . oo s it riemma s
Presrwoon &  GrEaT

KixGaHILL . P e
Prixces Rranuﬂm:run
QUATHTOR .uverires o e
Ricninas Park

BLOaE et
STORENGHUBCE »ovveveeserenns ]
Store PooEa ............
Broxy STRATFORD .....
THLERDE GREEN ...oemcismmnins

Wapneapow ........
YWRNDORER ...cosnsmesisnsapsnen
Wincnwore Hron ............
WINGE S i i e
Winerow ...........
Wonvryw Sanns

WornvERTON

Woonury Grees
WRATABURY ..ocovvriiasisossnse

...........

St. Michael’s Hall

.| The Clinie, Pebble Lane

The Old Rectory
Tho Memorial Hall
=ehool Clinie
Fairfield School
Bowyer Hall

The Oddfellows’ Hall

.| The Village Hall
.| Memorial Hall

Cottage Hospital, Horn
Hill

Heading Room,
Chartridge

The Clinic, Germain St.

Central Hall

. Working Men's Club

Memorial Hall
Parish Hall

Church Hall, High St.
The Institute

.| Blough Bocial Centre

Temperance Hall

Village Institute

British Legion Men's
Hall

Parish Room

The Church Room

.| Champneys Hall

The Village Hall
.| The Town Hall

By wnoM ProvibED,

| Voluntary

I County Couneil

Voluntary

Committes

Committes

| County Couneil

| Yoluntary
oluntary

Committes
Comumittes

| County Council
Working Mon's Instltutn: Voluntary

| Voluntary
| YVoluntary
Voluntary

Voluntary

Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary

Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary

Voluntary

| Voluntary
VnIuntﬂ.rj'

Committes
Committes
Committee
Committes

Committes

Committea
Committes
Committes
Committes
Committees
Committea
Committes
Committes
Committea

Committes
Committee
Committes

Committeo

| County Couneil

Committes
Committea

Cuun ty Council

' Voluntary

Committes

Mre. Lavington’s, ﬂ.akutl| Voluntary Committes
| County Couneil

The Memorial Hall

The Village Hall

Red Lion Hall

The George Club Room

Forster Imstitute

The Old Court House

Village Hall

Court Garden,
Lane

. The Village Hall

73, High Street
Church Hall

Pound |

Voluntary
Voluntary
| Vaoluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
| Voluntary
Voluntary

Voluntary

Committea
Committes
Committes
Committea
Committes
Committes
Committes

Committee

County Council

| Voluntary

Memerial Hall, Prestw*ur] Voluntary

Baptist 'Chu:rch Room
Memorial Hall
Church Hoom
Haalth Coentra

| The Centre Hut
- The Village Hall

The Parish Room

St. Margaret's Parish
Room

Village Hall

British Legion Hall

Memorial Hall

Rothschild Hall

| 8t. Lawrence Room

The Friends Meeting
Housn

Council School,
bury Streat.

Church Hall

Beout Hut

Ayles.

Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
Voluntary
YVoluntary
| Voluntary
| Voluntary
| Voluntary
Voluntary

Committes

Committes
Committes
Committea
Committeo
Committes
Committes
Committea
Committes

Committes
Committea
Committes
Committea
Committes

| County Council

| YVoluntary
| Voluntary
Voluntary
I Voluntary

Committes

Committea
Committea
Committes
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PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

Motifiable Cases.

Tunercurosis.—The year 1938 showed a decrease in the number of
notifications of pulmonary tuberculosis from 162 in 1937 to 113. There was
an inerease in the number of notifications of the non-pulmonary type from
36 in 1937 to 39 in 1938,

OppTEALMIA NeowaTorum.—Fourteen cases were notified, as aganst 4
in the previous year.

PuerpERAL FEVER AND PUERPERAL Pryrexia.—41 cases were notified,
9 more than in the previous year.

CerEpro Spivan Fever.—Eight notifications were received compared
with seven in the previous year,

PoriomyeriTis,—Three cases were reported, compared with eight in 1937,

Excernarrms LeTsarcica.—One case was notified, compared with one
in 1937.

Extrric Fever.—Eight cases were notified, compared with 7 in the
previous year.

DierrHERIA.—There were 157 notifications, against 110 in the year 1937.
Slough (53), Wycombe (25) and Bletchley (11) were the Urban Districts,
and Eton (19) and Aylesbury (11) the Rural Districts with the heaviest
incidence.

ScanLer Fever.—Notifications numbered 651, compared with 515 in 1937.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

The diphtheria immunisation scheme for Infant Welfare Centre children
has now heen in operation in thiz County for approximately four years.

During 1938, diphtheria immunisations were carried out on 263 pre-school
and 160 school children during the ordinary sessions of the Infant Welfare
Centres. The total number of childrenr who have been immunised in this
County to the end of 1038 is 2,464. When a child attending the Infant
Woelfare Contre has brothers and sisters attending school it has heen
convenient to treat them all at the Infant Welfare Centre =0 that in this
way the whole family is made immune.

No child is immunised unless one of the parents sign a consent form.
The parents are given a certificate of immunity three months after the
last injection.

Non-Notifiable Cases.

Measles, 1,957 children were reported as suffering as compared with 978
eases n the previous year. 128 schools were ‘attacked and it was found
neceszary to close four gchools for a period. German measles was respongihlo
for 65 cases compared with 14 in 1937,

Chicken-pox was responsible for 870 cases, as against 902 in the previous
year. Mumps showed a decrease, 270 children being attacked as against 393
in 1957. The number of cases of Whooping Cough was decreased by 141,
20 being attacked. One school was closed for a period.

With regard to Measles, it is still very difficult to obtain immediate
information of the first case arising in any school and putting into force
the short exelusion of those children who have never been attacked. This
measure when it can be undertaken at the proper moment is extremely
unaaful in preventing a gemeral outhreak.
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CANCER.

Facilities available in, or for, the arca.
The Council have not provided any special facilities in the County for
the treatment of Cancer, neither have they entered into any agreement with
other local authorities or voluntary bodies for this purpose.

Specialist surgeons are attached to the Voluntary General Hospitals in
and serving the County for cases referred hy general practitioners.

Lectures, ete.

The special committee of the British Empire Cancer Campaign has set
up an organization in the County to stimulate the edueation of the public
on matters concerning cancer. Local Hon, Secretaries, who in some areas
are Assistant County Medical Officers, have been appointed and panels of
lecturers have been drawn up.

PROVISION FOR THE CARE OF THE BLIND.

Dosrcrraary Rener ron TEE Brisnp.—The arrangements for the relief
of the Blind on hehalf of the County Council by the Bucks Association for
the Blind continue to work satisfactorily.

The numher receiving regular grants during the four quarters of the
year woere respectively 148, 142, 149 and 148, giving an average throughout
the year of 147, compared with 131 in the year 1937,

The amounts wvaried from 1/- to 30/- per week. A Case Committes
reviews all cases once a guarter,

In the financial year ended 31st March, 1939, the total of grants paid to
necessitous blind persons was £3,303 17s. 2d., of which £2,650 was provided
by the County Council and the remainder was paid out of the funds of the
Association.

From the Annual Report of the Association for the year ended 31st
March, 1939, the following extracts are made,

The number of registered blind personz continues to increase. On 31st
March, 1939, there wers 397 registered blind in the County, an incrense of
13 in the year. As stated last year the great majority are over middle age—
278 boing over the age of 50 years. There are mo blind children in the
county under the age of one year.

The ages of the blind population are shown in the following table:—

VT3 Lol b T e R e iR e Nil
L TR . e e i 1
b [ i L i e i 15
JRESR o e 10
W=l o st e 45
M=Bl i e e e A5
oy, TS Pl SRR TR B B
P R S 39
Ehyor T yanars - ol S 155

a7
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Nine persons over the age of 16 years are undergoing training in
institutions for the blind.

314 persons are classed as “ unemployable.” These are principally
ul.der!y people, but there are 73 who have serious mental or physical
disability which prevents them from working, as shown helow:—

Mentally defective ........coccevveeeivnennnnne. 16
Physically defactive ..o iniinieiniie 45
Deaf, including 1 deaf-mute .........cocvoeen., 12

Five persons are in homes for the blind, 3 in mental hospitals, and 23
in public assistance institutions.

The approved Home Workers numbered 21 at the end of March.
These Home Workers continue under the general supervision of the London
Society for Teaching and Training the Blind, and the Home Teachers also
help by arranging Sales of Work.

In all, 56 blind are usefully employed, and seven are under training
The employments followed are-—

Bazleet makers o a ki s 14
Buot repaivers .o i nin g i 5
Chair-seater ............ e AR e 1
Agents and .shopkeepers ................ 0
Knitters (hand 2, machine 5} ......... T
Mat Makers .......ccooeeiieen A e 3
MR b i et G e e R AR F e m 1
Munic  beashar ... s o edebammss 1
Farmers and poultry farmers ......... B
1= T 1]y P Py T e s L s 1
ol I VT S e e s PR 2
KT T R N SR e A 1
MiscallamBOUE iiiiiiieiinrees s sussatbbaseass &

Thirteen children hetween the ages of 5 and 16 are in special schools and
two, who are mentally defective, are in institutions suitable to their
conditions.

The Association continues to co-operate with the British Wireless for
the Blind Fund, and assists in the maintenance of the sets. During the
year £60 8s, 5d. was expended in providing new hatteries, and for repairs
and replacements of parts.

The Association administers the relief of the unemployable blind and
their dependants, and the demands on this service continue to increase,
entailing a vast amount of work on the divisional secretaries and almoners.
In the year under review there have been on the average 148 persons in
receipt of regular relief, an increase of nine per weok, costing £3,303 17s. 2d.
compared with £2,977 1s. 5d. in the previous year. The relief is paid weekly,
at the homes of the recipients, and none but those who are engaged in the
work can realise the sacrifices made by voluntary workers in discharging this
valuable sorvice to the blind people, and the Committes would like to take
this opportunity to thank all who take their part in this work.
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Home Tescners vor toE Brsn.—The Teachers carry out the
duties of giving instruction in the homes of blind persons, in Braille,
Moon and several handicrafts. They have also organised, in conjunction
with members of the Bucks Association for the Blind, tea parties and
entertainments for the blind, The total number of visits paid was 5347
The following list shows the number of lessonz in Braille, Moon and

handicrafts given during the year,

No. of persons No. of Leaszons

taught. given.

Bradlla' ..o e cnemins . e 24 219
i o L S b S L 16 47
Bead work ... o Sy 1 3
AR GRG0 o sk e Ran e 3 a
Deaf-blind alphabet ...........c.......c. 1 2
LT | e e R 2 3
Pulp cange work .......ceoeeencsssens 2 10
Basket MAKIOE ..ocoveieenmmmsminmmssmmemans 2 2
Straw plait work ........ccceeesieieienan g 0
Sea grass stool rush seating ... 1 1
I EIAMTIRE, i iet i e ai s Sefe = uns 1 2
SOETIENE. ol e S e Bt e e e et 1 2
I e i e et ke 1 4
a7 314

ArrroveEp Home Workers.—At the end of the year there were 21
Approved Home Workers supervised by the London Society for Teaching
and Training the Blind, who also assist in obtaining orders and marketing
the goods, ‘U'here are seven female and one male home worker employed in
knitting, eight males employed as basket makers, four males as piano-tuners
and one male as boot repairer. The County Council augments their earnings
on a flat rate of 10/- por week.

In the following statistical table of the blind persons in the County of
Buckingham for the twelve months ended 31st December, 1938, the figures
show some variation of those published in the Annual Report of the Bucks
Association for the Blind, which covers a period of twelve months ended
st March, 1939,

No. of blind persons on the Register, 31.12.38 ............... 387
(1] #E L1 ] B BE i1 FE 3111213?‘ EEAEAEAEAEEEEE N 33-1
Mo. of new cases and transfers from other disfricts ... 45

No. of Cases removed from the Register:—

e e e L Ly s Rk R SR S R e 25
L O s o s s v e s 13
Tl ealepbiimed A e e s i b e S e e 4
-_ 42
No. of registered Home Workers ...........oococoviiiiinininiiinnas 20
No. of Blind persons in Training Institutions ............... 7

Mo. of Blind Childron in Special Schools ...........ccococueeene- 10
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PROVISION MADE FOR CASES OF PUERPERAL FEVER,
PUERPERAL PYREXIA AND OPHTHALMIA
NEONATORUM.

The number of notifications of casez of Puoerperal Foever and Puerperal
Pyroxia was 9 more than the previous year; 25 were from Urban areas
and 16 from Rural areas.

There were 14 cases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum notified as against 4 in
the previous year.

An appreciable number of notifications of these three conditions were
not re-notified to the County Medical Officer in accordance with the
Regulations governing such notifications. Re-notifications were received in
respect of 23 cases of Puerperal Fever and Puerperal Pyrexia and 8
Ophthalmia Neonatorum,

Three cases of Pucrperal Pyrexia occurred among the 138 maternity
ecases which were maintained by the County Counecil during 1938 at the
YVoluntary Hospitals or Institutions with which arrangements are in foroe.

The returns received from the Public Assistonee Institutions in the
County show that 85 maternity cases were delivered during the year and of
these one developed puerperal fever.

The County Council has arrangements in force for the admission of
cases of puerperal fever and puerperal pyrexia to the Radeliffe Infirmary,
Oxford, Northampton General Hospital, Bedford County Hospital, Queen
Charlotte’s Isolation Hospital, HRavensecourt BSguoare, Royal Berkshire
Hospital, and with the London County Council for the use of the North-
Western Fever Hospital, specially devoted to this type of case.

Twenty-threa cases of either puerperal fever or pyrexia were admitted
to those hospitals during the year and were distributed as follows;—

Radcoliffe Infirmary, Oxford .......ccooemiiirmmmmiinsamnsssens 3 cases
L.C.C. North-Westorn Hospital ........cccociereermsssencss i .,
Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading ......ocooveveeeeecen. 1
Queen Charlotte's Hospital, London ......oocovvenenennnnns ¥
LT 8T = e A T e e N P

Six cases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum were removed to 5t. Margaret’s
Hospital, London and two to Oxford.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

Deaths from tuberculosis in 1938 numbered 127,

Notifications.—113 notifications of pulmonary and 39 non-pulmonary
tuberculosis were received. 156 new cases were seen by the Tuberculosis
Ufficer during the year.

The increase in both notifications and deaths are to be expected in
view of the larger population; in the Slough aren especially one has to face
not only an increase of population but an increase drawn largely from areas
where unemployment has caused conditions of life which are likely to
produce or to aggravate tuberculosis,

A large proportion of patients seen for the first time during the year
were in a moderately or far advanced stage. This is uufurtunately the usual
experience and it makes the ultimate outlook worze; though many of them
are improved by sanatorium treatment, the prognosis is a fatal one in the
course of two years or less. Provision has been made at the Sanatorium
for such enses, but there is one drawback to the admission of such cases,
the increasing number of deaths at the Sanatorium, which has a wvery
depressing effect on other patients, Under the existing conditions such a
thing is inevitable, butl it raises doubts as to the wisdom of the policy, and
makes one think that many such cases could be treated in the Institution
Huospitals in the County, as what they need most is nursing and eare—
active treatment iz out of the guestion in cases of this type. The number
of patients who are suffering from chronic advanced disease, many of them
having no home to which they ecan be transferred, has been the cause of
delay in the admizsion of more hopeful cases.

There is a limit to the number of bad cases with which the Madical
and MNursing staff can deal, and some patients are unwilling to go to
Peppard to end their days as it is very inaccessible from some parts of
Bucks for the wvisits of their relations, so that it 18 sometimes necessary
to find room for these cases elsewhere,

Examination of contacts is still unsatisfactory. There has heen a good
deal of discussion recently as to the value of examining child contacts,
zome holding that it iz only worth while to deal with adults and adolescents.
The ideal is to examine them all, but the easiest to get at are the children
who will often he hrought to the Clinics by a parent; to get hold of both
parents and those of the household who are over school age is usually
difficult.

Artificial pneumothorax has been used increasingly and the number of
refills at wvarying periods has sadded considerably to the work of the
Tuberculosis Officer, while the tendency to employ zome form of surgical
treatment in more cases leads to longer periods of institutional treatment,
which causes a larger number of patients waiting for admission. In view
of this it may be necessary to build more accommodation at the Sanatorium
s as to avoid as far as possible the deterioration of patients waiting long
for a vacancy.

In connection with this form of treatment X-Ray examinations are now
considered essential, so that for the diagnosis of doubtful cases and for
“AP." cases X-Ray examinations become more and more frequent. The
excallent results obtained by the Radiographers at the Royal Bucks
Hospital and Wycombe War Memorial Hospital have been of the greatest
assistance, and the co-operation of the Hospital Staffs 15 much appreciated
by the Tuberculosis Officer. For cases in the north of the County the
Northampton Borough Council have kindly consented to their Tuberculosis
Officer making any necessary X-Ray examination, and his help has been
vory valuable,
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TREATMENT OF VENEREAL DISEASES.

For the treatment of venereal diseases the Bucks County Council is a
participating authority in the London and Homea Counties Scheme for the
Treatment of Venereal Diseasez and has the advantage of the facilities
provided at the clinics of 21 large general and special hospitals in London.

During 1938 the number of new patients attending the London Hospitals
wans 181 as compared with 163 in 1937. The total attendances made wers
3,574 as compared with 3,530 for last year, an increase of 44 attendances.

The number of in-patient days show a decrease from 305 in 1937 to
6 in 1938,

At the Radeliffe Infirmary, Oxford, 10 new patients attended for treat-
ment as compared with 4 last year. The total attendances made were 180
as against 138 in 1937. In-patient days, 35.

There were 22 new patients in attendance at the Northampton General
Hospital, and the total attendances made were 385, as compared with 16 and
358 in 1937. There were T8 in-patient l.iu_l,rﬁ, as ﬂgﬂi!lﬁt. 177 in the previous
year,

Hosrers.
Ten patients from the County availed themselves of the facilities of

staying in an hostel.

Necessitous cases and those whose treatment requires prolonged
attendance are assisted by the County Counecil in the payment of their
railway fares. A sum of approximately £200 was expended during 1938 in

providing this assistance.

The following table gives the number of pathological specimens
examined during the year:.—

London Northants Oxford
For or aT THE CENTRES.

Datection of Spirochastes .................. G 1 —
Y s DT, . <. v s v ke 762 a7 8
Wassermann Reaction .. 37 26 13
KMEBSES ......coocoeceimeees soo 393 b —

For PrACTITIONERS. |
Detection of Spirochaetes ............. — - —
3 w OONOCOCET L.iiiiian s o0 — ol
Wassermann Reaction .. 158% —_ ==
T R 19 — |i—
i 0 [ e SO |L 1,875 64 21

*Includes 12 specimens sent up for examination to St. Thomas's Hospital
from the County Health Office.
























