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A. Vital Statistics.

1947
Area (in acres) 6723
Population 3440
Number of Inhablted Hnuses 1350
Rateable Value £22,949
Rate per £1 ... = id 19/8
Sum represented by a penny rate £92/11
BIRTHS: M. F.
Legitimate : 5 41 36 77
Illegitimate 1 2 3
Birth-rate per 1,000 population ... a2
" - H (Bucks) ... 20.1
= = (England & Wales) 20.5
M. F.
Sl Birihy % WO MR 2 | 3
DEATHS 12 17 29
Death-rate per 1,000 population ... 8.4
A .3 ks (Bucks) ... 11.3
] a (England & Wales) 12.0
Maternal Mortality rate Nil
o = (England & Wales) Ll
INFANTILE MORTALITY:
Deaths of Infants under 1 year per 1,000
live births ... 58 12.5
2 {Bucks} 30.8
iy (Eng]and & Wales) 41
Deaths from Measles - Nil
N Whooping Cough s ,.
” Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age:) »
1947
PrincipaL Causes oF DEaTH : R T, M.
Cancer . : s A ¢ 7
Cerebral Hemmrahage T 4
Heart Diseases 3 s G | 3
Bronchitis litad it 3
Pneumoonia 1 - 1 I
Digestive Diseases R I
Congenital Causes o &
ToTars _-;r ; I_;r :_-g

IL:IH||J|ﬂ'\'_HuF

1946

6723
3439
1181
£22,660
18/-
£92

76

22.9
18.6
19.1

44

12.79
10.5
LlsS

Nil
1.06

50.6
30.1
43

Nil

1946

| xfl RO [T - T

The figures given above are, on the whole, most satisfactory.
In the principal cavses of death, the figures for the two most im-
portant diseases, Cancer and Heart Disease, are more than halved.
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B. General Provision of Health Services.

1. LABORATORY FACILITIES.

The arrangement made with the Emergency Public Health
I.aboratory Service of the School of Pathology, Oxford, to perform
pathological investigations continues. Chemical water analysis,
however, has still to be sent to laboratories in London.

2. AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

Infectious diseases are transported by the ambulance of the
Grove Hospital, Leighton Buzzard, or the Isolation Hospital,
Aylesbury.

Non-infectious cases and accidents by the ambulance of the
St. John Ambulance Brigade and British Red Cross.

3. NURSING IN THE HOME remains as heretofore.

4, CLINICAL AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

(a) Maternity and Child Welfare Centre.—A centre at
Congregational Chapel Hall has held bi-monthly sessions with the
Medical Officer in attendance once a month. Although the amenities
of the centre were far from ideal, good work has been carried out
therein and attendance has been satisfactory.

(b) Orthopeedic Clinic.—Sessions have been held twice
monthly and have been staffed by nurses from the Wingheld-Morris
Hospital.

(c) Diphtheria Clinic.—Monthly sessions were held at 19,
Stratford Road.

(d) Tuberculosis Dispensary.—The County Tuberculosis
Officer was in attendance once monthly at the dispensary, 19,
Stratford Road.

(e) Dental Clinic.—A room in 19, Stratford Road was
used as the School Dentist's Surgery.

(f) Venereal Diseases.—Cases were attended at the various
clinics in Buckinghamshire and neighbouring counties.

5. HosPITALS.

The following hospitals have received cases from this area :(—

Buckingham Hospital.

(Grove Hospital, Leighton Buzzard (Infectious cases).
Aylesburv Isolation Hospital (Iniectious cases).
Slade Hospital, Oxiord.

[tadcliffe Inhirmary.

Wingfield-Morris.

Oin = L W =



C. Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.
1. WATER.

As in previous years, this was a matter of great concern
throughout the year, both in quality and quantity. Some samples
in the Gawcott area produced very bad reports, Things were not
made easier by the discovery of defects in the water mains, with a
not very efficient chlorinating apparatus to counter possible pollution.
These defects led also to a continuance of the poor supply to the
Bourton, Tingewick Road and Gawcott areas. The high daily
consumption average of 50 gallons per head population was a false
figure, as much of the water was running to waste through the
various faults in the mains.

Towards the end of the year the situation had improved, and
at time of writing is still improving, the daily consumption having
been now reduced by 50,000 gallons per day.

I should like to pay tribute to the zeal and efficiency of
Mr. Farrell, the Borough Surveyor, and his staff, due to whose
untiring efforts these improvements have come about.

Lack of records and a detailed plan of the water mains and
valves has made Mr. Farrell's work most difficult.

2. SEWERAGE.

The main disposal works at Buckingham are still overloaded
and the land is mostly “sewage sick.” The settlement tanks are
not really functioning as they should and the pump house and
fittings are out of date.

However, the works continued to function without any
serious nuisance, and samples of the effluent have proved that no
pollution of the rniver is taking place. It is hoped that the new
works will go ahead as quickly as possible.

3. REFUSE DISPOSAL.

The situation regarding refuse disposal has improved since
the introduction of the motor refuse collector.

4. RIVERS AND STREAMS.

Some pollution of the Ouse has occurred, but not sufficiently
serious to warrant official action.

5. SWIMMING BATHS AND PooLs.

The bathing pool in the river was found to be badly polluted
and the public were advised not to use it.
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A proposal for a public swimming bath was mooted, but sc
far nothing definite has emerged. A properly constructed and
controlled swimming bath is more than an amenity. Its importance

in fostering physical fitness and self-reliance cannot be too strongly
emphasized.

6. FACTORIES.

No matters calling for special attention have been reported,
and factories Act Form No. 572 has been completed.

7. PUBLIC MORTUARY.

The Mortuary continued to serve the needs of the Borough
and the Rural District.

D. Housing.

There has been little change in the position as compared with
the previous year. There are still too many people living in over-
crowded conditions and in houses unsuitable for human habitation.
However, Buckingham Borough is no worse than the rest of
England in this respect and the Council are certainly doing all that
is possible to alleviate the situation.

During the year twenty-six families were re-housed.

E. Annual Report of Sanitary Inspector.

I have pleasure in presentng a brief report on the principal
activities of the Public Health Department during 1947.

Nuisances, Contraventions of Bye-Laws, etc.

Complaints received and investigated ... qol
Nuisances, etc,, found without complaint ... 18
Nuisances, etc., abated . 87

Stetutory Notices served under the Public Health Acts Nil
Informal Notices served under the Public Healt Acts 56
Prosecutions ... il

Houses and Premises I[nspected.

The total number of inspections under the Public Health
Acts were as follows ;:—

Dairies and Cowsheds 3
Bakehouses 3
Butchers’ Shops 2
Slaughterhouses I
F nudshaps 26
Visits under the Tuberculosis Order 3
Infected house visits (excluding Tuberculosis cases) 10
Miscellaneous visits 220

270






Shops Acts.

Strict supervision under the above-mentioned Acts is still
not so necessary oiliiiisaanee® s closing hours are now far
below those allowed by the Acts.

Public Conveniences.

The state of the Public Conveniences throughout the vear
was not of a high standard, due in some measure to the anti-
social behaviour of some of the general public.

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Order, 1919.
Rodent Infestation Order, 1943

Work under this heading has continued to occupy a large
amount of time, and much good work has been done in this
direction throughout the vear. The following is a brief
summary of the work carried out :—

Nnmber of complaints received .. 6o
Number of premises cleared of rats 120
Number of premises cleared oi mice

Estimated number of rats destroved 746
Actual rats bodies found gj
Visits of Inspection and Survey . 1,240
Visits for baiting and extermination 127

Water Supply.
Fourteen samples (10 bacteriological and 4 chemical) have
been submitted fox analysis, with the following results :—

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory
Bacteriological samples i 3 3
Chemical samples 4 Nil

The unsatisfactory bacteriological samples were obtained
from the old supplv at Gawcott, and the © Spout” Bath Lane.
Notices were issued to the public that the water was unfit for
drinking as it is not practical to close these supplies.

Permanent metal signs were fixed at every point where
this water could be drawn off, stating the water was unfit for
drinking.

THOMAS HENRY FARRELL,

Surveyor & Sanitary Inspector.

F. Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious and Other Diseases.

1. GENERAL.

The epidemic of Infantile Paralysis (Anterior Poliomylitis)
throughout the country caused some anxious moments, particularly
towards the Autumn. Two cases were notified as suspected
Infantile Paralysis, but on further investigations they proved not to
be cases of this disease.

The Borough has been very free from Infectious Diseases.









