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BUCKFASTLEIGH URBAN DISTRICT.

Report on the Heelth of the District for the Year 1971,

preface

Mr. Chairmman, Ladies znd Gentlemen,

I present herewith the Report on the feslth of the District during
1971, drawn up elong the lines suggested in Department of Heslth &
Social Security Circular 1/72, dated -Ta.nuarf, 1972. Included in the
Report is the Report of your public Health lnspactor.

The Registrar General's population estimate of 2,690 persons is
based upon the 1971 Census figure. There were 35 births giving a
Stendardised Birth Rate of 17.3 which is above the National fverage of
16.0 per thousand. Deaths incressed to 46 giving e Standardised Rate of
12,8 which is sbove the National Average of 11.6. The majority of deaths
were cesused by heart disease end cancer. Therc was one infant death duc
to oan unavoidable czuse.

Perhaps the greatest cause for concern in the Urban District is the
fact that the Xilbury Sewsge Works is unable to adequately purify the
sewage it receives. It was thought that elimination of much of the
infiltration water from defective sewers would have ecsed the situation,
but this has not proved to be the cése. The problem is complicanted by
the faect that a high proportion of the sewage received at the VWorks is
coming from verious factories in the District and is a potent effluent.
The Council's Consulting Engineers znd the Devon River /futhority are
investigating the situation snd secking a solution, possibly by extending
the Works.

Again I wish to thank all Members of the Council and Staff for thelir
help and co—operation during the year.

John Wildmen,

Medicael Officer of Health.

July, 1972.
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PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMINT 1971.

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

John Vildman, M.R.C.S., LsR.CuP., DsP.H., I& EGM

DEPUTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

HEIT El- B‘ldding, MGBIJ B-Ch-, B-'S‘:l, DiPlHi’- MIFIGIMI

PUBLIC HEALTH INSPRCTOR (/lso Surveyor).

G.TI -'“-'I Allend F' Hl— S'IH' l M" -:JI-IP'IH'I‘

Council Uffices,
Town Bg11,
Buckfastlelgh. Tel. Buckfastleigh 23%%3.
PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE.
Cheirman Councillor M. Tolchard.
Cheimman of the Council Councillor J.R.Willcocks.

and

Miss F.M.Axford, Messrs. L.W.Thompson, J.A.West, L.W.Pinney,
end Dr.M. Wigram.

M.0.H.Central Office. Area No.5 - South West Devon,
Public Hezlth Department,
Council Offices,
8, Plymbridge Rd.,
Plympton, Flymouth. Tel.Plymouth 36644,
PL7 4LG,

M.0.H.Clerk, Miss G. Prowse. Tel. Plymouth 36644,
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SECTION A.

VITAL STATISTICS AND GENERAL STATTISTICS 1971,

Iﬂble 14
Figures for 190 are shown in brackets,

POPULATION:
Estimated Mid-Year Population of Buckfastleigh Urbsn District.

2,690 (2,440)
Natural increase or decrease sas  sss - 11 é- Pl
Migration in or out AT e < +261 -63)
Total increase or decrease R +250 (-70)

GENERML STATISTICS:
Area of Buckfestleigh Urbsn Digtrict in Acres.
1,365
Number of Inhabited Houges according to Rate Books L;;M_Lrﬂ.}_

1,033 (1,034)

Number of Houses per acre T e O 0 (0.758)
Number of Persons per acre ses  asa L9701 (1.787)
Number of Persons per house T (2,360)
Dwellings owned by the Council ... +.s 295 ( 395)

Rateable Velue of District (1st April).
£104,080 (£103,78)

Sum Represented by New Penny Rate.

£968 (£406)
(01d Currency)
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VITAL STATISTICS AND GHENERAL STATISTICS 1971.

Table 2.

Figures for 1970 are shown in brackets

RTHS:

Standardised Live Birth Rate per 1,000 populetion ... 17.3 (21.3)

Ares Comparability Foctor for Births  sse  see  «ee 1.33 (1.33)

Number of Live Y4 rths

Males Females Total

Totel 21 14 k5]
Lezitimate 19 14 33
Illegitimate 2 0 2
Number of Still Births 0 0 0
DE/THS:
Standardised Death Rate per 1,000 Population ssn 12,8 (14.2)

Lres Comparebility Factor for Deaths ... «ee e Do 5 10 75)

Number of Deaths
. Males Females Total

All Ages - Total 22 24 46
Deaths of Infants under 1 yr. 1 0 1
Number under 4 wecks of age 1 0 1
Number undor 1 week of age 1 0 1

Infentile Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births. eee 29.0 (26,0)

COMPARISON WITH RATTS FOR INGLiND AND WALES:
Birth Rate 16.0 (16.0) Death Rate 11.6 (11.7)

Infentile Mortality Rate 18.0 (18.0)
(Infants under 1 y-ar of age)
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PREVALINCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS _DISEASES.

No notifiable discases were rcported.

NATIONAL, ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948,

Section 47.- No statutory action wes necessary for the removal of
persons in need of care and attention.

Section P.~ No burizls took place under this Section of the Act.






CAUSES OF DEATH 1971.

B4 Enteritis and other Diarrhoeal Discases
B19( %) Malignent Ycoplasm, Stomach
B19(4) Malignent Neoplasm, Intcstine ...
B19(6) Malignant Neoplasm, Lungz, Bronchus

B19(7) Malignant Neoplasm, Breast e
B15(8) Mclignent Neoplasm, Uterus N
B19(11) Other Malignent Neoplasms

Bgl DiabEtES Hﬂuima-.- - [ N -we
B2 Mnaemias .as  ese  sse ass  aes
B46(2) Mental Disorders  see  ess  sss

B26 Chronic Rheumatic Heart Disease ik

B28 Ischeemic Hesrt Diseasc et = 2l
B29 Other Forms of Hesert Disease
B Cerebrovascular Disecase o e

B46(6) Other Disesses of Circuletory System
B3%(1) Bronchitis end Emphysema ...  sae

B46(8)0ther Disenses of Digestive System

B46(9) Other Diseases, Genito-Urinery System

B4%3 Birth Injury, Difficult Labour, ete.

B45 Symptoms and I1l Defined Conditions
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SECTION B,

GENERAL, PROVISION OF HFALTH _SERVICES.

1. Hospitels.

A General practitioner hospital with 15 mixcd medical and surgical
beds is situated in Ashburton. Other hospitals which serve the district
are Newton Abbot Hospital ¢nd Torbey Hospital. There is @ meaternity unit
at Broomborough Hospital, Totnes, to vwhich many of the Buckfastleigh
mothers sre admitted for their confinements.

2. County Council Health Services,

Under the National !iealth Service Act, 1946, the County Council
provides the following services:-

Domiciliery midwives, home nurses, health visitors, supervisory
care of expectant and nursing mothers and children under five,
ambulance services, veccination ¢nd immunisation procedurcs.

One district nurse/midwife vorks in the district together with 2o
heelth visitor and a nmursing szcsistent, £ child welfere clinic is held
twice a month end the heslth visitor for the arec is in atiendince.

3. Social Services (Devon County Council).

The Area Director of Socizl Services at The Family Welfare Centre,
Pomeroy House, Bridgetown, Totnes, Telephone Totnes 3665, is responsible
for providing & Socinl Work Service under the Children s Acts, The
Mental Health Lct, 1959, end the Nationsl Lscistence fct, to the elcderly,
the mentally 111, the physically hendicsnned end homeless persons end
femilies. The Socisl Pervices Depertment also eduinisters the fome
Help Serwice, the Social Work Scrvice to schools, the Yecupational
Therapy Services snd residential homes and centres.

4, Laboratory Service.

Bactcriologicel cxrminations of pathological specimens ond samples
of milk, water ond ice cresm cre cerried out at the Public fealth
Leboratories at Exetcr and Plymouth. The chemicel anelysis of woter is
undertekon by pubiic enclysts ¢t Lxeter, ¢nd clso by the South West Devon
Wet er Board,

5. Heelth Centre,

This wes opencc in Mey, 1966, end provides surgery accommodetion
end clerical help for two Genersl “ledical Prectitioncrs as well es clinic
facilities for Devon County Council Services.

i . X






6. g Ministure ogranhy.

Facilities were available ot Totne: end Newton Abbot for the general
public to visit the Mass Radiogriphy Unit, vhich called regularly every
fortnight ¢t those towns.

7+ Family Plennine Service.

Clinics are hald each t.o months at Buckfustleigh Hezlth Centre, on
the 3rd Tuesdey beginning at 2 p.m.

The Orgenising Secretery is Mrs, Bidmead, 10,Hembury Park, Duckfast,
Teleshone Buckf:gtleigh 2523.

8. Cervical Cytology.

A cervicel cytology cliniec for the early detection of cencer in
women 15 held spproximately once & month &t the Buckf;st.leigh Heclth
Centre, Telephone Buckfsstleigh 2534, 411 women ere eligibleto apply for
& test.

9. Mcels on Wheels,

This voluntery service continmued throughout the year end between
Q9 =nd 14 meals on average were provided twice & week. The meals were
cooked at Buckfast Lbbey, due to the generosity of thc Abbot. Ten
Voluntcer Helpers distributed the meels under their Urgeniser, Miss
P.S.K.Davies (Beukfastleigh 2592).






SECTION C.

SHKNITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

1. Refuse.

The quantity and variety of rubbish collected contimues to increase,

the average now being sbout 12 tons per week 2s against 11 tons in 1968.
The material is burnt to reduce bulk end is then covered by querry waste
To overcome the trouble caused by trespassers on the Tip the Council have let
the exclusive rights of selvage on the Tip to & local Scrap i-lerchant.j end an
immadiat.-:. benefit wes noticed. Ywing to the total closing of = tip belonging

¢ neighbouring Authority we now have had an increase in the gmount of
rubbish brought secretly to the ip end cdumped over the hedges ¢nd fences.

2. Sewercge.

The defective sewers have now been relaid and an assessment of their
value insofar as the flow is concerned showed a 623% reduction on the
previous yesr's flow. WwWhen compared with the orevious 8 years the figure wes
H3%, so that a worthwhile and marked rcauction has becmn achieved.

3. Sewage Disposel,

Whilst good results heve been shown for the releying of the defective
sewers, the exclusion of the surface weter has mecent that the sewage reaching
the Works has not becn diluted. From the enelysis figures the finel B.0.D.
has worscned considercbly owing to the high strength of the influent, as the
efficiency of the Works is still the same.

4, Caravans.

There is no change in the numbers or control of the Caravan Porks from
last yecr. In the case of the Council-owned Pairk, the number of caravaners
does not abate and the Council have ordered that additional emenities be
provided for next yesar.

5. Swimming Pool.

The continuoue chlorination snd re-circulation plant has proved
satisfactory, but it was found that the weter becsme very turbid cnd h?.d to
be chenged more frequently than was enticipated, even though it was still
sterile,

This Town amenity continues to be very popular.






6. Rodent Control.

The past year has shown again that the rat and mouse sopuletion is very
well maintained at a low level.

7. Pest Control,

In this field wesns continue to cause the greatest nuiscnce although
ants are becoming a close second., Part of the increase in the nunber of
complaints is undoubtecdly due to a growing awareness of the public to the
fact that this service exists.

Wasps nests and ants in houses sre deslt with free; a smell charge

is made for desling with them elsewhere, elthovzh in the case of wasp nests
near to the highway these are also dealt with without charge.

8. Water.

Water is supplied by the South West Devon Water Board and is
satisfactory both in gquelity ond -usntity.

9. Offices, Shops « heilwey Premises Lct, 1963,

Ten new premises were registered during the year, 6 of which were for
refreshments, illustrating the holiday ottractions of the district.






SECTION _D.
INSPICTTION ANMD SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

1. Fond Premises.

These were =1l visited at lesst once during the year, znd were found
to be un to standrid.

2. Food dygicng,

Clecnliness of premises and of the workpecople employed is most
satisfzctory.

3. Food Condamation,

One retail shop suffered losses by having a decp-freeze cabinet thaw
out twice, allegedly due to the elecctricity power cuts upsctiing the
temperatare controls,

The surrendercd packets were immersed in diczinfectent and then turied
on the refuse tip.

4, Meat -'-ns:-uutgcn.

No mest wes inspected during the year es the two butchers now buy from
an out-of-tovn abattoir. They both continue w0 have their slsughterhouses
registered znd liccnsed.

=y B S5






SECTION E.

HOUSING.

l. General

Of the 1033 inhabited houses in the district 395 were owned by the
Council.

The two blocks of flats started last yecar have been completed and are
now occupicd.

L private Develoner commenced an estate for 127 houses for private
sala.

2. Improvemcnt Gronts,

Improvement grants were spproved in respect of 9 private propertics in
tha Town.






SECTION _F.

FACTORIES iCT, 1961,

The following is & summary of informption re uired in respect of
the year 1971. A total of 73 inspections wes made in rezpect of 33
premisez listed in the Fectorics Register.

One Fectory was especially visited on a number of occasions due to
a neighbour's compleint of noise. The Factory Inspector was consulted end
readings were teken but the noise wes found to be within the accenteble
TEnge.
Part I of the lict.

1. Inspections for purposecs of provisisns es to heslth.

(1) PFactories without Mcelhonical Power.
(Sections 1,2,3,4 & O)

Number cn Reglster ... ves ssr 2
I.II.JIE:‘QE{.:"'_L '_::1".3 an & w 8w 'R 2
wﬂtt&": I"'C‘-tiﬂﬂs - ww 'R ] 'R D
Occupiers prosecuted sse  sae  2es O
(ii) Factories with Mechuniczl Power
(Section 7).

Mumber on F-'i'-gistﬂr e tan e 28
Inapecti?ﬂﬁ R TR e "aw EB
Written Notices iem | iasy aEa 9

0

Ucmpiﬂrﬁ Pmﬁﬂmtﬁd P e " wa

(1ii) Other Premises under the Act.
(Scetion 7)
(Elcctric Stations, Institutions, Sites of Puilding
Operuzticns, YWerks of Engineering Construction, but
excluding Outworkers' Preomises).

Humber on Register ... “os Sah, 5
Inspections .da sun aea 43
Written betices FE—eey ey —
Occupicers prosecuted ... vos sas 0O

2., Cases in which Defects wore found.

Sec tzble overleaf,






2. Cases in which DEFTECTS were foond,

Particulars Number of cases in which Number of
defects were found ¢ases in
which
Heferred prose-
Found Remedied §by H.M. To .M. cutions
Insp. Insp. were made
i
Want of cleanliness - = = L 2
(S.1.)
Overcrowding (S.2.) g - ~ - -
Unreasonable temp. i - - - =
(5131}
Inadequate venti .'La‘-:'—.:“rfi - - - = =
S.4.) :
InE'ffectivE ﬁr<7"i.!1L.-_=";. i - - - - —

of floors (S.0.;

Sani t-E-LI"}I' CUnVenilecEs

(S.7.)
a) Insufficient - - - - =
b) Unsui table or

defective | - = - =
¢) Not separate fcr

sexes - - - - -

Other offancez gpainzt
the Act (n~t ancluding
offences relaiing

|
to outwori) l =5 = i = i
Totsal bo- - - - -

o ——






PART _VIII

OF THE ACT.

QUTWORK.

(Sections 133 end 134)

A small Firm has become esteblished in the Town for the supply of

artificial flies for anglers.
about 15 females.
under the fAct.

After training, the work is given out to
This work does not eppear on the list specificd by Order

Nature of Section 133 Section 134
work
No, of jo, of No,of o, of Notices |Prosec-
out- cases of | prosee- | instances | served cutions
workers {default utions of work
in in for in un-
fugust [sending failure | wholesome
List list to to premises
requiredjthe sunnly |
by Sec. [Council lists |
1%2(1)
(¢)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Vearing A
parel - - - - - -
&Fmakingi } [

-16-






PART VIII OF THE ACT.

OUTWOEK .

(Sections 133 =nd 154)

A small Firm has become esteblished in the Town for the supply of

artificiel flies for anglers.
about 15 femsales.
under the Act.

After training, the work is given out to
This work does not eppear on the list specified by Order

Nature of Section 133 Section 134
work A
No, of fo. of No,of Mo, of Notices |Prose-
out- cases of | prosec~ | instances | served cutions
workers |default utions of work
in in for in un-
fugust |[sending feilure | wholesome
List list to to premises
requiredithe supnly |
by Sec. [Council lists
133(1)
¢ i
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) I (6) (7)
|
Wearing
epparel - - - - - -
making) [

-16-
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