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BUCKFASTLEIGH URB/N DISTRICT.

Report of the Medical Officer of Henlth
for the Year 1965.

preface

To the Chairman smd Members of the Council.

Mr. Cheirmen, Ledies snd Gontlamen,

I have the honour to present the Annuel Report for 1965. The undue
delay in producing this Report has arisen due to ¢n unfortunacte scries of
eventas. Firstly, your Medicsl Officer of Heelth, Dr. McQuaid, resigned
early in 1966, followed soon oftcrwsrds by the denarture to another
appointment of the Medical Officer of Heslth's Clerk. Then Dr. R.B,Walker,
Medical Officer of Heclth, S.W. Devon, becamc iicdical Officer of Health,
but before he could write the Renort hc cmigroted to Canada at the end of
October, 1966. The Ministry of Heslth then wrote to your Council steting
they had not received the 1965 Report, and this wes the first I hed heard
of the omission.

Vitel Statistics.

Po ation.

The Registror General estimated that the mid-1965 population had
inerecsed by 10 nersons to a total of 2,560 persons. However, because
deaths exceceded births by 17 people, it memms that a total of 27 people
moved into the ares during 1965.

Births and Deaths.

The stendardised birth rate at 17.66 per thousend is a little lower
than the Netional Average of 18.1, and the stendardised decth rate at
14,74 shows on increase over the previous year and is also well above the
Netional Avercge of 11.5 per thousend. As is usuclly the case, cancer
end diseases of the heart and circulation accounted for most deaths, and
there were three deaths from concer of the lungs and bronchus. There wes
one fatel motor accident, and two suicides occurred.

Infectious Illness.

I can troce records only of two cases of messles and one case of
pulmonery tuberculosis.






General Heslth.

Details are set out under Section C. by vour Surveyor end Public
Health Inspector, to whom I am greatly indebted.

Fin=1lly I wish to express my thenls to the members of the Public
Heel th Commi ttee, and particulorly the Cheimmen, for the kind way they
haeve received me during my spell of temporary duties, and also to
Miss G. Prowse of Plympton who has typed and bound this Report.

John Wildmen.

Acting Medicrl Officer of Hezlth.
(from lst November,1966)






PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMINT 1965

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

Moira McQuaid, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S., (I). D.P.H.
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CLERICAL ASSISTANT

Miss W. J. Taylor.
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G.T.W, Allen, F.R.S.H., M.A.P.H.I.
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Cheirman Councillor A. W. Thompson.
Chairmazn of the Council Rev. J. W. Timms, C.A., M.A.

and
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SECcTToON &

VITAL STATISTICS AND GENERAL STATISTICS 1965.

Table 1

Figures for 1964 sre shown in brackets.

POPULATION:
Estimated Mid-Year Populztion of Buckfostleigh Urban District

2,560 (2,550)

Natural increase or decrease ... e - 17
Migration in or out cas sas o T
Total increase or decrease - + 10
Population et 1961 Ccnsus R 2,550

GENERAL STATISTICS:
Arca of Buckfastleigh Urban District in Aeres

1,365
Number of Inhabited Houses gecording to Rote Books
93 (925)
Number of Houses ner acre SR 1.467
Number of Persons ner acre chin 1,875
Number of Persons per house e inis 2. 750
DWEllings owned h‘}r ﬁle GUUHCil 'R R 3@

Rateable Value of District

£91,286(£90,285)

Sum Reoresented by o Penny Rote
£366 (£360)






VITAL STATISTICS /ND GFNERAL STATISTICS 1965.

Table 2

Figures for 1964 cre shown in brackets.

BIRTHS:

Standerdised Live Birth Rsote ner 1,000 nopuletion

Area Comparability Factor for Births

Number of Live Births

Males
Total 18
Legitimate 17
Illegitimate 1
Number of Still Births 1

DEATHS:

Hn o

Standnrdised Death Rate ver 1,000 nopulation

Area Comparability Factor for Deaths

Nymber of Deaths

Mzles Females
All Ages - Total 24 17
Decths of Infants under 1 yr. 0 1
Numbcr under ¢ wecks of age 0 0
Number under 1 week of zge 0 0

Infentile Mortality Rate ner 1,000

COMPARISON WITH RATES FOR ENGLAND AND WALES
Death Rate

Birth Rate 18.1 (18.4)

vese  17.66 (19.15)
e Lass

Totol

24
32

s gy T C1E5)

LI Dl?é

Totel

51

o

ves 29.4 (0.0)

11.5 (11.3)

~ Infantile Mortality Rate 19.0 (20.0)

(Infants under 1 year of oge)

e







PREVALENCE OF /ND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASES

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: Cases Notified During 1965.

Teble 1.
fire Group in Years
Under Owvur
DISEASE TOTAL i 1= %= 1 2= 6
Measles 2 0 1 1 0 0 0
Tuberculosis ;| (8] 0 0 0 1 0
(Lungs)
Table 2.
Incidence by Cuarters
DISEAS TOTAL 1st 2nd 3rd 4th
Mecsles 2 0 0 2 0
Tuberculosis 1 0 0 1 0
(Lungs)






CAUSES OF DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1965

Line No.

Emm-.;mmawmt—*

PHURHIR W'Y B 23

M.IL C.A.USES [N (NN LN ] e

Tuberculosis, respiratory ... vou
Tuberculosis, other ...
Syphilitic disease +.s ene “oe
Eiphﬂleria L] LA ] L LR
Whooping Cough “es

Meningococcal infections S ver
Acute Poliomvelitis ... “er ‘e
Measles ves “os
Other infective and parasitic disease
Melipnent Neonlasms, stomach aee

. : lungs, bronchus

n " breast aee

i " uterus cee
Other malignant ond lvmphatic neoplasms
Leukaemia, aleukaemia
Dizbetes e ses o P
Vascular lesions of nervous systenm
Coronary disease, angina vee son
Hypertension with heart disease oo
Other heart disease ...
Other circulatory disense
Influenza sas ens .os Ve
Pneumonia . e e w T
Bronchitis ves ces .o “os
Other diseases of respiratory system
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum see
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea
Nephritis and nephrosis ves
Hyoerplasia of prostate sue r
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion
Congenital malformations see vas
Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor vehicle accidents ‘o
All other accidents ves one
Suicide v s
Homicide end operations of war vos
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SECTION _B.

GENERAL _PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES.

l. Hospitels.

A genercl proctitioner hospitel with 15 mixed medicel and surgical
beds is situated in Ashburton. Other hospitels which serve the district
are Newton Abbot Hospital end Torbay Hospital. There is a maternity
unit at Broomborough Hospital, Totnes, to which many of the Buckfastleigh
mothers ere admitted for their confinement.

2. County Council Heclth Services.

Under the National Health Services Act, 1946, the County Council
provides the following services:-

Domiciliary midwives, home nurses, health visitors, supervisory care of
expectant and nursing mothers and children under five, ambulance services,
vaccination and immunisation procedures, home help services, and the
aftercare of such persons.

One district nurse/midwife works in the district together with a
heglth visitor and a nursing assistant. A child welfare clinic is held
twice 2 month and the health visitor for the area is in attendance.

The Home Help Service is provided by the County Council and the local
orgeniser has her office at the Central Clinie, 14, Midvale Rozd, Faignton,
A chiropody service is provided by the County Council and has been made
available for the handicepped, aged,end expectent mothers. A chiropody
cliniec operates in Buckfastleigh for a whole day once a month,

%« Laboratory Seriicc.

Bacteriological examinations of pathological specimens ond samples
of milk, water znd ice cream are carried out at the Public Health
Leboratories at Exeter and Plymouth., The chemical anelysis of water is
undertaken by public analysts at Exeter.

4, Health Centre.

Owing to building problems the Clinic wes only helf finished by the
end of 1965, but it was hoped it would be opened early in 1966,

5« Mass Ministure Radiograchy.

Facilities were available a2t Totnes ocnd Newton Abbot for the general
public to visit the Mass Radiogrephy Unit, which called regularly every
fortnight at those towns,

_9_






é. Mental Heslth.

Arrzngements for treatment under the Mentol Heolth fet, 1959,
cen be made either by the patient’ls own doctor or by the Mental Welfare
Officer - Mr, Gliddon, Centrzl Cliniec, 14, Midvale Road, Paignton.
Tel. Paignton 5917%1.

7. Femily Plenning Service.

A clinic is held at the Central Clinic, Midvale Road, Paignton,
every first Monday of the month, 6. - 7.7 p.m., and cvery second end
fourth Mondey, 2 - 3.7 p.m. A clinic is also held at the Adult
Education Centre, Shinners Bridge, Dartington, on the third Tuesday
afternoon of alternate months beginning in Jenuary of each year,

8. Meals-on-Wheels Service.

This service is organised by the W.V.S. Mrs. D.M,Middleton, 12,
Dart Bridge Road, Buckfestleigh (Tel. Buckfastleipgh #%198), is the
organiscr. Meceals are cooked by W.V.S.members in their own homes and
ere delivered twice a2 weck,






SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF _THE AREA.

— 8 —

l. Refuse.

Refuse is collected weekly and tcken to the refuse tip which is a
disused cuarry situcted well cway from the town. While mensures are
teken to ensure nuiscnces do not occur at this tip, it must be realised
that fully controlled tipning is not carried out in Buckfastleigh.

Some measure of control over fly &nd rat infestation is obtained by
controlled burning. This has beocome necessary becouse of the bulky
volume of the refuse due to the double ond treble wrcpping of some goods
and packages. Burning roduces this bulk and kills fly eggs and lervee
ond deters the scavenging of rots.

The incressing bulk of the refuse results in more journeys to the
tip, end with the erection of more houses will sprecd the load over the
week to a much greater extent. With this in mind the Council zre
considering thc purchase of a larger vehicle in the near future.

2. Sewage,

The Works have settled down to a regular rythm, but it was noticed
that the severe frosts rcsulted in icing up ot verious stages end so
tllowed the effluent to slide over the media without any intercetion,
brinzing cbout 2 low degrec of vurification.

Deteoils were received snd aporoved for the acceptonce of up to
a total of 6,000 gcllons per day of domestic scwage from the parish of
Decn Prior, in the Totnes Bursl District.

o2 Whilst the pilot plent experimoent conducted by Imperisl Chemiccl
Industries,Ltd., is being corricd out at the Disposcl Works, edvontoge
is being tcken of the presence of Imperial Chasicol Industrios personnel
to have ¢ comprehensive reoort prepered on every stage of the working
of our Purification Processes, snd of those at the Industrial Concerns
in the Town.

3« Ceravens,

There are two licenosed caraven sites in the district, one of which
is owned by the Council. Both are well run ond nenaged.

4, Fpctories.

This local euthority is responsible for enforcing the provisions
in the Factories Act, 1961, r.lating to sonit ry convenicnces and the
regulation: made in connection with these in 011 factories. The district
councll is clso responasible for enforcing the provisions of the Act
dealing with cleznliness, overcrowding, temnerature, ventiletion,and
drainzge of floors in all factories not using mechenicel power.

Zabl=






Visits were made to the fectories in the area by the Public fleclth
Insnector. 21 of the 29 premises in Buckfastleigh do not use mechanicsl
power. Conditions =t c¢ll the factories were found to be sctisfactory.

Part 8 of the Factories Act 1961 desls with home work and the
provisionms relating to this are enforced by the District Council. Une
outworker lives in the town.

5. Swimming Pool.

The swimming pool has a cepacity of 59,100 gellons. The water is
obtained from a leat running ‘hrough the town, the origin of which is an
uplend surface source on Dertmoor. The leat however runs through a part
of the town oand some mixed farming country before arriving at the pool,and
the water is not filtered before it fills the pool, which is open-air.

The water is chlorinated by hond and is changed at least once a week.
The Council have spproved in principle a scheme for the automatic
chlorination of the water.

It is plessing to note that an increasing use of the swimming nool
is made by the youth of the Town, due no doubt to the continuance of this
type of recreation after leaving school, and to the fect that it is so
reasdily accessible in the centre of the Town.

6. Rodent Control.

Under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949, this Local
futhori ty has an obligation to ensure that, as far as is practicable,
the area is kept free from rats or mice. For this purpose frecuent
inspections are necessary,and, in addition, occupiers of land are
recuired to give notice to the Locsl Authority whenever it comes to their
knowledge that rats or mice are present on the lond in substantial
numbers, In the case of food premises, the notification must be made
to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food.

The control of rodents has proved satisfaoctory; no lorge infestations
have occurred or been reported. Although some lengthening in the time
of "kill" in some nlaces has becen noticed, due nossibly to alternative
food sources, no Warfarin-resistont colonies have shown themselves.

7. Water.

Upland surface water is collected on Dertmoor snd rcaches the district
by gravity from o large storage reserwir., The woter is chlorinated,
end hardened by cdding soda ash. The trected water is not plumbo-
solvent.

The South West Devon Water Board carry out bacteriological examinations

at regular intervals. HNo contemination of the wzter has been reportcd.
The cuality and quantity of the water was satisfactory throughout the year.

S -







8. (Cuarry Dust,

A petition,signed by 40 rcsidents,was recceived during the year
concerning the nuisence of dust arising from a necrby cuarry. As it was
felt that this nuisence was a contravention of Plsnning Control, it was
referred to the Countr Council which intimated that dust srresters and
suppressors were being instslled by the Guarry Owners, and that a triel
period be given to the Company to install and observe the working of the
new plant.

9. Offices, Shons and Railway Promises Act, 1963.

The total number of premises affccted is only 4, and apart from the
offices the other nremises were already being inspected under other Acts,
80 that the impact was not as greet as was et first anticipated.

No changes, other than personnel, took place during the year under
review. All conditions were agrin found to be satisfactory according to
the Act.






SECTION D.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

1. Food Premises.

There were 4% food premises operating in the district during the
year and this figure includes 10 cafes, hotels and restaursnts, and 33
reteil food shops. All were visited snd found to be well-mcnaged and
clemn.

2. Food Hygiene.

The shopkeepers cnd their cssistents have now become 'hygiene
conscious', but the opinion is expressed thot it is now time to educate
the public as so many customers attempt to hendle goods even though they
do not intend to buy. This is most noticecble in the fruit ond
greengrocery trade.

%« Unsound Food.

A small cucntity of tinned food was surrendered, some apparently
due to bad warehousing. One batch of food surrendered for destruction
consi sted of a number of pockets of frozen food,which had thawed out
over a weekend duec to the breakdown of a2 decep frecze cabinet. Another
batch of 41 tins of fruit was surrenderecd owing to packing damcge.

4, Meat Inspection.
Meat inspection was carried out as in previous yerrs.

Two slrughterhouses cater for the district. The following is a
trble showing the meot inspected znd the guantity condemneds-

Sheen &

Cattle Celves Lembs Pigs Total
No. killed 197 10 395 - 53
No. inspected 197 10 233 - 530
No. of entire
carcises condemned - = - - -
No. carcases of
which some port
was condemned 7 ~ = - 7

= .







SECTION _E,

HOUSING.

l. Generel,

Of the 971 inhebited houses in the district 326 were owned by
the Council.

Approval was received for the go-ahead to erect 77/ houses and 3
gerzges on the Barn Park Estate.

2, Housing Survev.

Out of 26 houses appecring in the preliminary housing survey as
worthy of further inspection, the Medical Officer of Health found 20 to
be unfit and eccordingly made Representations to the Council for thcir
closure or clearance.

The Buckfastleigh Urban District Council (No.l) Clearsnce Order
1965 was made in respect of three cottages in Station Road.

3. Housing improvement grants.

Improvement grants were approved in respect of 10 nroperties in
the town.

4, Infeststion,
One house wcs found to be infested with fleas, and, following the

removal of the occupant to hosnital, sproying end fumigation was curried
out and proved effective.

i s







SECTION F.

FACTORIES ACT 1961.

The following is a summary of information recuired in respect of
the year 1965. A totzl of 41 inspections wes made in respect of 29
premises listed in the Factories Register.

Part I of the Act,

1. Inspections for purposes of nrovisions as to health.

(1) Fectories without Mechenical Power.
(Scctions 1,2,3,4 & 6).

Number on Register ... see e B
Inspections ... sae o
Written Notices e O
Occupiers prosecuted s siw O
(i1) Factories with Mechonical Power,
(Section 7)
Nymber on Register ... C s 2l
Inspections ... L
Written Notices ain cve O
Occuniers prosecuted see sew 0

(1ii) Other Premises under the Act
(Section 7)
(Electric Stations, Institutions, Sites of Building
Opcrations, Works of Engineering Construction, but
excluding Uutworkers' Premiscs)

Number on Register ... o dis =B
Inspections ... o e S e
Written Nﬂtices “ew e e 0
Ocecuniers prosecuted van P

2. Cases in which Defects were found,

See table overleaf,

T 1







2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found.

Particulars

Want of cleanliness
{5.1.)

Overcrowdinz (S.2.)
Reocsonable temp.

Inadequate ventilation
(Bed.)

Senitery convenionces

a) Insufficient

b) Unsuiteble or
defective

¢) Not senarate for
scXes

Other offnces against
the Act (not including
offences ralating

to outwork)

Found

Renedied

Number of cases in which
defects were found

Insn.
mmﬂ:mm eI LR

Insp,
—_——— e ——

Nunmber of
cases in
which
Referred _!| prosccutions
By H,M, | To HM)] were made

.
————— = s

Totel

'_1?...'.
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VIII OF THE ACT.

QUTWORK.

(Scetions 1%3 and 1%4)

Noture of Section 133 Section 134
Work 5
No. of '| No. of No. of | No. of Notices | Prose-
out— coses of | prosec- | instances| served cutions
workers | defrult utions | of work
in in for in un-
bugust sending foilure | wholesone
list list to to premises
required| the supnly
by Sec. | Council lists
133(1)
c)
(1) (2) (2 (4) (5) (6) (7)
Wearing
apparel
(meking) 1 - - = = =

= 18













