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ISOLATION HOSPITALS.

On 14th January, 1921, on a recommendation of the Medical
Officer of Health, made at the end of 1920, a Conference was held
between the members of the Health Committee of the Hereford
Rural District Council, the Bromyard Joint Hospital Committee
and the Health Committee of the Hereford Corporation, with a view
to ascertaining whether it might be possible to effect economies
in the Isolation Hospital administration in the Districts concerned,
without lessening, but rather adding to efficiency. The following
report, which had already been considered by the Hereford Rural
District Council, was laid before the Conference :—

“ The Hereford Rural Isolation Hospital was established in 1go4s
for the reception and treatment of cases of Smallpox and Scarlet
Fever. It is within the discretion of the Medical Superintendent
to admit cases of Diphtheria and Typhoid Fever.

“In 1914 plans were approved by the Local Government Board
for the enlargement of the Hospital Owing to the War the Board
would not permit the Council to proceed with the work.

“ An Army Hut has been erected during the present year, which

will considerably increase the accommodation. It will be possible
also to take in cases of Diphtheria.

“The distance of the Hospital from Hereford (over 4 miles),
together with the fact that the area of the District for which I am
Medical Officer of Health is very considerable (351,000 acres),
makes it impossible for me to attend cases of Diphtheria.

“In the interests of economical administration, not only in
the Hereford Rural District, but also in other parts of the County,
I think the time has arrived when you should seriously consider the
desirability of combining with other Local Authorities in the
County who possess Isolation Hospitals; these are—

The Corporation of Hereford ;
The Bromyard Urban and Rural Districts.

“This combination can be effected under either Section 131 or
Section 279 of the Public Health Act, 1875.
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SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

The slop-water drains from many cottages empty into the
nearest road-side ditch, a practice which has been condemned by
me in successive Annual Reports. It has been actually proposed
in connection with a certain number of newly erected dwellings,
and unless a firm stand is made against such an insanitary pro-
cedure, we shall be laying up trouble for the future. It is to be
feared that the practice has arisen, or at any rate has been con-
tinued, owing to the indifference of the Highway Authority of the
day. Sec. 72 of the Highway Act, 1835, provides that—

“If any person . . . shall suffer any filth, dirt, lime, or
other offensive matter or thing whatsoever to rum, or
flow into or upon any highway from any house, building,
erection, land, or premises, adjacent thereto, he shall
be liable to a penalty of 40 shillings over and above any
damages caused.”

I consider the time has arrived when the Highway Authority
should deal with this matter, not only as regards those house
drains discharging into roadside ditches, but also those
discharging into road drains, for through the inaction of the High-
way Authority these road-drains may automatically become sewers
vested in the District Council, who would be responsible for dealing
with the outfall from them.

DRAIN TRAPS.

A trap may be described as a double bend in the course of a
pipe enabling water to remain in the pipe in such a position that
air cannot under ordinary circumstances pass through it.

There seems to be still so much ignorance as to the essentials
of an efficient trap that it is necessary to point out that it should
be self-cleansing, should have a seal of at least one and a half inches
and should be fixed in such a manner that the drain cannot be
untrapped by removing the trap from its position.
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Plan of semi-detached cottages erected in 1914 by the
Belmont Cathedral Authorities, Mr, Ernest Davies, M.S.A.,
Architect,
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LEDBURY RURAIL DISTRICT. 'ﬁ?

WATER SUPPLY.

There are combined supplies in the parishes of Colwall, Eastnor
and Tarrington. The Colwall supply (Mr. Ballard’'s) is to about
70 houses in Mid-Colwall, from a spring on the hillside, whence
the water is piped to a few houses. The Malvern supply is now
available for the parish of Colwall. In the villages of Eastnor
and Tarrington practically every house is supplied with water
brought in pipes from hillside springs. FElsewhere, deep and
shallow wells and dip wells on the roadside or in the fields are the
available sources of supply. The walls of the wells are dry-steyned,
and the lining is rarely carried above the level of the surrounding
ground. It is possible, therefore, for pollution to take place.

The text of Sec. 26 of the Malvern Water Act, 1905, which
provides for the supply of Colwall from the Malvern mains will
be found in the Report for 1907 (page 101).

Water Analysis:—Samples examined, 3 ; no evidence of
pollution, 3; no dangerous pollution, o; unfit, o.

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

There is combined drainage in the parishes of Colwall, Eastnor
and Bosbury, and to a limited extent in Tarrington. Elsewhere,
the drainage from residential houses discharges on to adjoining
land or into watercourses. In a few instances filtration (contact)
beds have been formed. Slop drains from cottages drain into
roadside ditches, a practice which should be discontinued. Farm
houses and cottages are provided as a rule with privy middens,
though earth closets are being increasingly adopted. Very few
pail closets are in use.

HOP-PICKERS.

The question of adopting by-laws for securing the decent
lodging and accommodation of hop-pickers, etc., has been con-
sidered on various ocasions by the Council (see p. 88 &f seg. of the
Report for 1908).

The majority of the hop-growers are acting in accordance
with the provisions of by-laws if there were any in force in the
district, but it is hardly possible to ensure the accommodation
in the farms occupied by the minority being brought up to the
same standard unless by-laws are made and enforced.

I strongly advise the Council to proceed with the adoption
of by-laws.
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TasLE IV.
LEOMINSTER RURAL DISTRICT.

INFANT MORTALITY DURING THE YEAR 1g20.

Nett Deaths from stated Causes at various Ages under
One Year of Age.
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LEOMINSTED D.D. COUNCIL HOUSING.

NON  DARLOR  TYDL.

GROUND PLAN - BEpDooM  DrAN
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WEOBLEY RURAL DISTRICT. a3

WATER SUPPLY.

On page 7 of my Report for 1919 the position of Rural anid
Parish Councils with regard to water supplies is set out.

Most of the houses in the district are supplied from shallow
wells, which are dry steyned, and in very few instances is the
lining carried up above the ground level. Pollution from surface
washings is thus very likely to occur. The correct construction
of a well is shown an page 19.

In the parish of Letton, six houses, and in Staunton-on-Wye
14 houses and Jarvis' Endowed Schools have a piped supply.

Uncovered roadside springs are the only source of supply
to some houses. They are open to pollution, and should be covered
in, and wherever possible treated as shown on page 20.

In the centre of Weobley there are 102 houses more or less
compactly situated. About 70 houses are rated under and the
remainder over £ro per annum. There are 21 husiness premises,
and three licensed houses and three dairies.

At 52 houses there is water on the premises.

At one (the Police Station) it is piped from a spring, at the
remainder the supply is obtained from shallow wells, except at the
Vicarage, where there is a deep well.

The supply for 50 houses has to be carried either from neigh-
bouring houses or from public supplies, of which there are three,
namely, Chapel Street pump well, supplying 14 houses; Mill Street
Pitch dip well for g houses, and Back Lane dip well, 3 houses. A
chemical examination of water taken from the Chapel Street well,
and the Mill Pitch dip well reveals no evidence of pollution. The
report on a sample taken from the Back Lane dip well shows
that the water is contaminated and unfit for drinking purposes.

Of the private supplies, 19, after examination,* have been
reported as unfit for drinking purposes. They are situated for
the most part on the East and West side of Broad Street, and supply
30 houses.

In 1gor the District Council instructed me, together with the
Surveyor (Mr. F. Gwillim), to report upon the water supply of the
Weobley houses, and as to the possibility of obtaining a further
supply if found necessary. We reported that a supply could be
obtained from springs on the high lands, from which it would
flow by gravitation. No action has been taken on that report.

The recommendation I have made in previous vears that a
combined supply should be provided from a source which would
be above suspicion, is emphasised by the fact that more than
one-fourth of the houses are now supplied with water that is
polluted.

Water Analysis :—Samples, examined, 13; no evidence of
pollution, 3; no dangerous pollution, 6; unfit, 4.

*In 1921.




































BROMYARD URBAN DISTRICT. ID5

WATER SUPPLY.

Since the completion of the Waterworks in 19o1 a decreasing
number of houses in the town obtain water from wells provided
with pumps on the premises.

The Waterworks supply is drawn from springs which are
protected from surface water pollution by iron cylinders, and are
situated on land at Buckenhill, the property of Mrs. R. Phipps.
The water gravitates from the springs to a pumping station at the
Three Mills, and is raised from this point by a water wheel in con-
junction with an oil engine to the low level reservoir, which holds
100,000 gallons. This reservoir supplies the low level district
and is 506ft. above sea level and 165ft. above the lowest hydrant
near Sherford Bridge, where the pressure in the mains is 73lbs.
to the square inch. The high level reservoir, with a capacity of
20,000 gallons, is situated at Flaggoner Green, and supplies the
high level district. This reservoir draws its supply from the low
level reservoir by means of a wind-motor, and is 578 feet above
sea level, and 103 feet above the lowest hydrant in York Road,
where the pressure is 45lbs. to the square inch. A 3-inch main
was laid in 1go7 to supply some newly-erected houses in the New
Road. There is also a Tower Tank with a capacity of 8co gallons
adjoining the high level reservoir, for supplying a few houses
which cannot be supplied from the reservoir.

The question of acquiring the existing supply or of obtaining
a supply from another source is still under the consideration of the
Council. It is very desirable that a decision should be arrived
at.

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

A 12-inch stoneware pipe sewer, laid in Sheep Street for a length
of 280 wards, replaced old stone drains. This sewer connects
with an old stone drain in St. Peter's Lane, which discharges on
to the Porthouse field above the railway and in the neighbourhood
of the church. Two new stoneware pipe sewers have been laid,
viz., a I2-inch in Hereford Street for a length of 76 vards; and
a 7-inch in the King's Arms yard entry for the drainage of four
houses and the yard. These take the place of old stone drains
which had become so defective that adjoining premises were
constantly being flooded by foul storm water after rain. The
new sewer in Hereford Street is connected to a stone drain which




































