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STATISTICS AND VITAL STATISTICS OF THE AREA

Area (in acres) e = T i o
Estimated mid-yeeasr home population .. P
Average number of perscus per acre .. S

Number of inhabited houses ot 5 o
Average number of inhebited houses per acre
Average number of persons per houss a
Rateable Value .. e i = .u s
Sum represented by a Penny Rate cs  ae

LIVE AND STILL BIRTHS

L

213
1,700
8.0
629
3.0
2.7

.. £54,848

£210

Live Births

Males Females Total

Legitimate 11 12 23
Illegitimate 1 1 2
12 15 25

Live Birth Rate per 1,000 estimated mid-year home population:

Comparability factor: 1.12 1965 1964 1963 1962 1961
Bromyard U.D. (Crude) 1.7 19.0 17.6 13.8 19.1
" " (Adjusted) 16.5 21.3 19.7 14.6 20.2

England and Wales

Illegitimate Live

18.0 18.4 18.2 18.0 17.4

Births

Per cent

Still EBirths

of total live births:
Bromyard U.D, ciar (00

England and Wales .. Figure not yet
available (1964: 7.2)

Males Females Total

Legitimate i - 1
Illegitimate - = -

Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total live and still births:

Bromyard U.D.
England and Wales

1965 1964 1963 1962 1961

33.5 Nil Nil Nil N4l
18,2 16.5 17.2 1B.1 19.1
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INFANT DEATH RATES

Early Neonatal Mortality

D=aths of Infants uader 1 week old

Males Females Total

legitimate - - -
Tllegitimate - - -

Early Necnatal Mortality Bate per 1,000 live births:

Bromyard U,D. «s Nil
England and Wales .. *  (1964: 12.0)

Neonatal Mortality

Deaths of Infants under 4% weeks old

Males Females Total

Legitimate - = =
Illegitimate - - -

Neonatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births:

Er-um;'al‘d U.D. e il
England and Wales ,. 13,0

Perinatal Mortality

Still Birthes and Deaths of Infants under 1 weck old

lMiales Females Teotal

Legitimate 1 = 1
Tllegitim=te - - -

Perinatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live and still births:

Bromyard U,D, «» 38,5
Enslﬂ.ﬂd and Wales W 26.9

Infant Mortality

Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age

Males Females Total

Legitimate - - =
Illegitimate - - -

*figure not yet available
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Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 related live births:
1965 1964 1963 1962 1961
(Total Hil 62.5 34.5 Nil N
Bromyard U.D. (Legitimate Nil1 69.0 38.5 Nil Nil
(Illegitimate N1 Nil Ni1l Nil Nil
(Total 19.0 19.9 2l.1 21.6 21.6
L

England & Wales (Legitimaie 19.k 20.8 21.3 21.2
(Illegitimate * 26,5 26,0 27.2 25.3

MATERNAL MORTALITY

Total number of Maternal Deaths .. Nil
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live and still births:
Bromyard U.D. s NAL
England and Wales .. * (1964: 0,25)

DEATHS

Meles Femzales Total
Total nmurber of deaths from all couses: 5 11 16

Death Rate per 1,000 estimated mid-year home population:

Comparability factor: 0.92 1965 1964 1963 1962 1961
Bromyard U.D. (Crude) 9.4 11,3 15.8 14.% 12.6

" " (Adjusted) 8.6 11.4 15.9 12.8 11.5
England and Wales 11.5 1.3 l2.2 11.9 11.9
Cancer

Males Females Total
Total deaths from Malignent Disease: - 3 3
Cancer Death Rate per 1,000 estimated mid-year home populatiomn:
1965 1964 1963 1962 1961

Bromyard U.D. .76 1.19 3.0% 35.00 3.59
England and Wales 2.23 2.20 2,17 2,18 2,15

Coardio=Vascular Disease

Males Females Total

Total deaths from Cardio-Vascular Disease: 2 Tl 5.8
Cardio-Vascular Disease Death Rate per 1,000 estimated mid-year home
popmlation:
1965 1964 1963 1962 1961
Bromyard U.D. 5.29 4,27 7.88 7.78 7.18
England and Wales 5,95 5.7% 5.22 6.1% 6.10

*figure not yet avnilable
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Respiratory Disease (excluding Tuberculosis)

Males Females Total

Total deaths from Respiratoery Disease: 1 - 1
1965 1964 1963 1962 1961

Bromyard U.D. 0.59 1,78 1l.21 0.60 1,20
England and Wales 1.5 1.77 1.7 1,57 1,60

CAUSES OF DEATH (all ages)

Disease Hales Females Total
Malignant neoplasm, stomach - 1 1
Malignant neoplasm, breast - 1 1
Other malignant & lymphatic neoplasms - 1 1
Vascular lesions of rervous system 1 1 2
Diabetes T - 1
Coronary disease, angina 1 3 h
Hypertension with heart disease - 1 1
Other heart disease - 1 1
Other circulatory disease - 1 1
Bronchitis 1 - 1
Other defined and ill-defined diseases 1 - 1
igecidents, other than motor wvehicle - i 1
5 11 16

ROTTFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE
COMPARATIVE CASE RATES FCOR CERTAIN INFECTICUS DISEASES
o e
Whooping Cough 0.1% i 0.27
lMeasles 14,22 10.67
Scarlet Fover 0.33 0.56
Ery=ipelas 0.08 0.0k
Acute Pneumonia | 0.08 G017
Dysentery | 0.16 0.55
Food Poisoning .22 0,10
Tuberculosis:

Pulmonary 0.22 0.28

Non-Pulmonary 0.08 0.05
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NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIQUS DISEASE - EROMYABD UREAN DISTRICT

Disease 1965 195#| 1963 1952‘ 1961

e |
Whooping Cough - G - ] &
Measles 23 | 16 ; 116 =l g2
Dysentery = = | = = 2
Food Poisoning 1 - - - -
Tuberculosis:

Pulmonary - 1 = = 2
Puerperal Fyrexia I i - = =
Malaria (Contracted e - - 1 -

abroad) =

NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE - NORTH HEREFORDEHIRE

Whooping Cough | 5 70 29 13 | 126

Measles 525 | 609 | 507 | 337 | 583
Scarlet Fever 12 ] 12 g 11
Erysipelas T 2 z 5 3
Acute Encephalitis: | !

Infective e - 2 2 1

Post-Infectious e - 1 2 -
Acute Pneumonia 3 B 8 . 1 s 9 s -
Dysentery | & 3 7 1 62
Food Poisoning I 8 14 7 5 | 11

Paratyphoid Fever

I

Tuberculosis: ;
Pulmonary | 10 9 2 g
Non-Pulmonary ! 3 4 2 2
Malaria (Contracted ! - - - e

abroad) !

|
Pusrperal Pyrexia | = 1 1 s B R
|
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TUEERCULOSTIS

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary

Halesi Females | Males | Females

Humber on Register at

3lst December, 1964, 6 F6 il N i =
Mumber on Register at E i
31st December, 1965. (3 3 | 1 i -
] ; |
Year | New | Total cases Deaths! Recoveries
I Notifications | on Register
! i
1961 | 2 | 14 = S| 1
i ? |
1962 | - | 13 | - -
| a
1963 | - 5 8 |k 1
1964 | 1 — ; - -
1965 | - | 10 { - -
. | I

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, Section 47
NATIONAL ASSISTANCE (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1951

No action needed to be taken under this section during the year.
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PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR'S SECTION OF REPORT

In the preparation of the Publie Health Inspector's Annual
Report many of the details submitted are double-dutech to the layman
and councillor. The image of the Fublic Health Inspector being
solely to deal with defective drainage, sewers and nuisances has
altered completely. . In the not too distant past the title 'Huisance
Inspector' was carried by officers who had no traiming in the spheres
of techuical duties which are carried out today. Sach year sees
more hipghly technical and skilled duties being placed on the shoulders
of Public Health Inspectors who, unlike other colleagues in local
government, are the Jacks of all trades and masters of them all.

Where else in any department of a local authority has an
offiecial sueh a range of different duties that require specialist
knowledge and experience ? {ne ha= only to read the Meat Repulations,
which list a nurber of the diseases found in animals slaughtered for
human consumption: it almost appears to be the basis of medical
students' and vetoerinary surgeons' studiss to qualify in their
professions: but this is only one section of the work falling to the
lot of the Public Health Inspector.

The preparation and sale of food under hygienic conditions
ealls for knowledge in other svheres. The heating, lighting and
ventilation of shops and offices has been ineluded in recent legis-
lation and has been delegated to the department. There is also the
control of infecticus diseases; the control and treatment of rodent
infestation; the inspection of rroperty under the Housing and Public
Health Acts; and the knowledge of law both statutory and common, to
be able to advise the Council on action required to enforce these
acte and regulations.

We hear of the teaching profession protesting against extra
duties being imposed upon them but have they, beyond their gualifying
training, to continue their studies and keep up to date in technical
matters and law dealing with the health and welfare of the community,
as members of the public heslth profession do 7

During the past year I had the privilege of wisiting North
Anerica and meeting members of Sanitarian Departments. T was amazed
at the duties carried out by the Health Inspectors of both the United
States and Canada, The Inspectors were recognised as specialists in
their various spheres of work and their duties did not inelude such
things as meat and food inspections which were carried out by the
veterinary and medical professions. Food hygiene was dealt with by
the Hygiene fAdministrator: housing and slum clearance by the Building
and Safety Departments. The inspection of schools, the conditions
of the buildings, and hygiene, unlike this country were dealt with by
the Héalth Inspector. Except where the medical and veterinary
professions were in control, the other departments were for administration
purposes only under the Health Inspector. All reports were dealt with
by an elected representative known as the Commissioner of Health, and
are not submitted to the Commission which is the equivalent to ocur
Councils or Committees.

Whilst our friends in the United States and Canada hold positions
of executive vower and can if they wish wield a very hard hand, they
lack what we in ZEngland have ~ the closze personal contact of the
pecple, and friendliness and cooperation with us in our duties. They
are classed as officials enforcing the law, not as we are in this
country 22 friends and z2dvisers, and in many ccses confidents of the
ratepayers.
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WATER SUPPLY

L

Number of houses conmnected to the maine supply : 651

The supply has been adequate during the past year, and the
development of the Whitbourne water scheme of the Hsrefordshire
Woter Board has given the consumers a softer type of water, Whilst
the works at Whitbourne have allowed for an intrease in consumption,
it is obvious that extensions will be regquired unless the general
public economise in the use of water.

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The works at Petty Bridge are functioning in a very satis-
factory manner, and during the year a contract was entered into
for the sewers from the Bannut Tree Estate to be taken off the
works at Three Mill=s and treated at the new works. This will
ensurs that the trouble experienced at the Three Mills will be
considerably reduced and I hope eliminated in due course. One
complaint which occurred repeatedly at the Fetty Bridge works was
in dealing with trade refuse in the sewers, and this is still
occurring. The installation of a grit chamber has eliminated
the trouble caused by grit choking the punms.

Again the problem of disposal of sludge has been a major
one, and despite many approaches to the apricultural fraternity,
the offer of free supplies at the works has not been accepted,
although some of the farmers indicated they would like the sludge
if delivered free on their land,

HOUSING

This problem still exists. VWhere can we find a site to
build an estate or even a house ¥ This is a question asked at
least once every week by residents and estate developers. Whilst
the present County Development Plan is in existence very little
can be given to these enquiries.

It is a well known fact that the government appeointed
committee dealing with the economic and industrial development of
the West Midlands have surveyed this area, and the facts given
have been confirmed that Bromyard has been recommended in the
Regional Development Plan as a growth point for the West iidland
conurbation along with the towns of Ross and Hereford. If this
scheme comes to fruition tha policy might be dictated as to the
development of the area, and regrets may be expressed that it
had not been a voluntary effort.

During the year 12 new houses were erected by private
development and 20 by local authority development at Kirkham
Garden: the lotter being a welfare scheme. The foresight and
ability of our neighbour the Rural District Council and its officials
dezserves high commendation in pioneering such a scheme.

Standard Grants

Despite the publicity given to the grant aid available
for modernising property, there is still reluctance of both owners
and owner-occupiers to avail themselves of this.
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HOUSING

Council Houses

In spite of attention to complainte for repairs, the general
conditions of the Council houses is the coumse of worry. Today the
tenants in the majority instead of adapting the old saying 'of a
gtitch in time saves nine' will allow certain defects to become
major repairs, where in the first ipstance a nail or a screw by
the householder would alleviate the trouble. Many tenants Lthink
they are entitled to every little repair they require to be done,
and in a number of instances these repairs are caused by abuse and
are not fair wear and tear.

In the older type of dwellings infestation of wocdworm has
been found and arrangements have been made for all the pre-war
dwellings, and a number of post-war houses, to be treated. It is
notable that the older the house the greater is infestation, as
in some cases the dwellings are cccupied by excellent tenants:
it appears thereforz to be due to the lack of treatment of the
timber when the houses were erected. In future when new houses
are being erected, all wood will be treated with the insecticide
to prevent this ocecurring.

Rent Act, 1957 and 1965

No action was required under the 1957 Act. At the end of
the year the 1965 Act came into operation. It is to be regretted
that the appointment of Rent Officers was made in such 2 manner.
In many cases officers were appointed without the posts being
advertised, in some instances by the personal selection of the
County or Town Clerk. The knowledge of housing and rents of the
public health officers has becn ignored for these appointments
which are in the £2,000 per annum salary range, and so we have
retired police officers, retired bank managers, and retired civil
servants carrying out the duties.

With such a policy itmakes one wonder what iz the benefit
of studying in such spheres as a Health Inspector, when ungual-
ified persons who are now on pension obtain these appointments
to carry out duties where experience and knowledge are essential,
Unlike many posts in local government, these appointments are
statutory and require Ministry sanction for suspension or dismissal.

PUBLIC CLEANSING

The past year saw the average loads of refuse increase
from 20 loads per week (or 1,004 loads per annum) to 25 loads
per week (1,264 lozds). Whilst the weight of the refuse has
decreased, the bulk (due to the sale of foods etc., in packages
and tins) has increased by over 174, The disposal of this bulk
is creating a serious problem and despite burning, the volume is
getting greater each year. The collection of trade refuse has
also increased due to the non-return of packages and during the year
the collections amounted to 171 loads compared with 120 the previous
year. The fee charged of £1 per annum from each business premise
means that the refuse is moved for little over 24. per week. Jith
ths increase in wages, transport maintenance and running costs,
these prices should be reconsidered.
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PUBLIC CLEANSING (Continued)

As regards facilities for a new refuse tip, these are being
investigated but though this is one of the most essential
requirements of a public cleansing service, after the finding of
a site this will require the approval of the planning authority
in case the site affects the amenities of the area. Alas, gone
are the days when, if a farmer desired his land to be reclaimed,
controlled tipping could be started and completed and waluable
land obtained; now with our mass of legislation the devicus
channels of procedure must be followed.

CARAVAN STTES

The only site within the Urban District which is at Petty
Bridge, gives no cause for complaint. During the year colleagues
from various authorities in the Midlands have requested to visit
the site, so that they may make a standard for existing or
proposed sites in their own areas.

FUBLIC CONVENIENCES

As menticned in previous years, these facilities are abused
and disfigured by a certain class of the public, despite daily
cleansing. The need for another block of conveniences at the
Cruxwell Street end of the town has been under consideration,
and it is hoped that when the land is acquired for a car park
these faeilities will be made available for the publie.

SHOPS, OFFICES AND RAILJAY PREMISES ACT

Not much progress was made in the ndministration of this
Aet, owing to attention having to be given to other urgent duties.
It must be mentioned that this is one /ct where returns have to be
submitted every quarter and also annually in triplicate to the
Ministry. Not only under this Act but also with other legislation
dealt with by the Hezlth Department, the increasing amount of
paper work in making returns to Hinisterial departments is
increasing daily. One often wonders if the administrative staffs
of these departments puzzle their minds to find some subject to
enable them to ask for returns, either to increase their importance
or to cause the officials of leoecal authorities to seek extra staff,
thereby increasing the already mounting costs of local government.

RODENT CONTROL

The control of rodent infestation has continued and during
the year the treatments on the refuse tips and the sewasrs has shown
that the infestations are bing slowly mastered. The new disposal
works has no infestations and I think this is due to the efficiency
of the staff in charge.
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FOOD INSPECTION AND SUPERVISIGH

Food Premises

The gencral condition of the food premises are on the whole
as good as anywhere in the courtry.

The hygienic conditions in one cafe which was is new
ownership required attention. After wverbal instructions on the
requirements of hygiene, these were improved considerably, and
reached a satisfactory standard which is now being adhered to.

Cne of the causes of action during the year was due to
loose and stray dogs entering food premises, but difficulty in
finding the owners of these animals resulted in no action being
taken against them, but the shopkeepers concerned have taken
precautions against foulage of their produce by this couse.

Focd Inspection

One interesting case for inquiry which arose during the
year was from the sale of potatoes, which, when veeled in the
home were found to be diseased. Investigations at the shop
concerned showed that the retailer had bought these vegetsbles
as good ware potatoes. On checking with the wholeszaler it was
found that these had been supplied by a licensed Ministry dealer
who had purchased them as sound from the farmer. The retailer
replaced the potatoes, but two points arise here: how can a
retailer examine potatoes for internal disease: if action is
required should it be made against the wholesaler, licensed
dealer, or the farmer. When one caleulates the amount of bad
or diseased potatoes thrown away without thought by houscholders
throughout the country in one year, the amount paid for diseased
potatoes to the producer must reach a colessal sum, and increases
the cost of living to every household.

Meat Inspection

During the year prosecution was made against the owner
of the slaughterhouse operzting in the area, who was fined for
using unlicensed premises.

Certain alterations carried out in the slaughterhouse were
subject to a planning inquiry, and the result is awaited.

Eight persons are licensed to slaughter animals under
the Slaughter of Animals Act 1933-54%. No licences include horse
slaughtering.
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Meat Inspection (Continued)

Carcases and offal found to be unfit in whole or in
part and surrendered:

| e |
| Cattle | | | Sheep
excluding | Cows |Calves| and Pigs
| cows | i Lanbs
1
! i
|
Number killed ! 480 e b1 % 1603 1599
| |_ i aly
I 1 1
Nurber inspected 8o 1 % Ly % 1603 | 1599
I
All diseases | |
except Tubercul- i |
osis & Cysticerci | |
] H
Whole carcases i i
condemned ! - i 1 ik - 1
o
Carcases of
which some part i
Or Organ was ’ : |
condemned 8k - el gB == ag
| | {
| 1 {
Tuberculosis only | 1 i
Whole carcases 1
or carcases of
which some part i
or Organ was ! ; , i
condemned i - [ - - - i =
' i
Cysticerosis ! |
|
Whole carcases j
or carcases of
which some part !
Or Organ was |
condemned ' - | - - = E -
! i 1
Unsound Meat Surrendered:
Abscesses w08 Ahe Oedema «s 108 1b.
Distomatosis 2D, Parasites . }Eﬁ 1E¢
Inflammation .. U6 1b, Malignant growths .. 1b.
Septicaemia .. 260 1b, Erysipelas «s 108 1b,
Melanosis o A5 ABG Angioma ss - 10 1b.
Actinomycosis .. 12 1b. Immaturity i 17 1b.

Cirrhosis .. 62 1b.

T —
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SHOFS ACT, 1950

Sixteen visits were made specifically under this Act
during the year. However other visits were made under other
laws, such as the Food Hygiene Regulations, and the Offices,
Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963.

FOCD HYGIENE

Types of Food Premises in the district

Balkehouses & 2
Cafes and Canteens ws 10
Grocers and General Stores .. 14
Greengrocers e
Retail Fishmongers SR
Fried Fish Shops Bk
Sweet Shops R s i
Butchers i L
licensed Premises w1

Turing the year fifteen visits were made to Bakers,
106 to Butchers shops, and fifteen to the Fried Fish Shops.

Foodstuffs Condemned

The following was surrendered by traders:

21 tins Pork 64 tins Tomatoes

18 " Corned Beef 51 " Peas

g6 " fAsstd. Meat Products 31 " Evaporated milk

22 " Grapefruit 20 " Pears

25 n Fruit Salad 3 L Creamed Rice
2 " Oranges 18 " Fish Products
19 " Peaches 1% " Apricots

14 1b. Margarine 7 1b. Herrings

1l 1b. Butter 7 1b. Cod Roe

18 1b. Meat Pies 28 1b. Haddock

28 1b. Bausages 27 1b. Plaice

14 1b. Hake 7 1b. BSkate

Ice=Crecm

A1l ice-cream sold in the district is pre-packed and
stored under hygienic conditions.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT

Total numbers of Inspections

Public Health Acts

Cbstructed drains and sewers i 8
Drainage and sewer tests . 15
General Nuisances:
Dwellinghouses o 31
Other Premises . 21
Cleanliness of houses vl 2

Keeping of animals . 3
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SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT (Continued)

Total numbers of Inspections (Continued)

Public Heslth Acts

Infestation (except Rodents) . 1
DMisinfection e 3
Water supply . 2
Hoveable Dwellings ii 116
Fublie Cleansing Service

Refuse collection e 5
Refuse disposal e 5e
Cesspools .o 10
General Tnepections

Dwallinghouses i 2L
Hotels and places of entertaimment 2b
Public conveniences i 100
Others g 16
Housing Acts

Improvement Grants s &
Housing Consolidated Regs. 'e 1
Re=inspections s 13
Overcrowding . 1
Certificates of Disrepair g —
Rehousing applications i 7
Housing Survey . 5

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949

Vigits o 10
Re=-visits 2 20
Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948
Part I . 24
Shops Act, 1950 . 16
Food and Drugs Act
Fried fish shops . 15
Butchers shops sib 106
Bakehouses .e 15
Grocery & general stores -h 68
Greengrocers & fishmongers as 25
Hotel & catering kitchens as 20
Other food preporing or serving

premises ap 91
Confectionery shops ar 12
Ice-cream sellers . 12
Licensed Premises - 1
Slaughterhouses i 186
Food delivery vans e 14

SUMMAEY OF BEPAIRS AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS

Interior of Houses
Sinks renewed “e 2
Sash cords repaired & windows repaired 4
Doors repaired or renewed e 12
Chimney flues repaired i 1
Defective gas pipes repaired - 1

Burst water or ddfective water pipes
repaired .. 10
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SUMMARY OF REPAIRS AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS (Continued)

Intarior of Houses

Fireplaces repaired or renewed .. &
Steps taken to combat dampness au 2
Proper lighting awd wentilation

of food store .o 1

Extericr of Houses

Gutters rencwed or repaired Fir 4
Leaking roofs repaired R 6
Rainwater pipes rencwed or repaired 3
Defective chimney pots repaired .. b
Walls repointed es 1
Yard pavings repaired . 1
Outbuildings repaired ‘s 1
Drainage
Choked drains and sewers cleared .. 25
Waste pipes repaired or renewed .. 0
Manholes repaired o k]
Choked W.Cs. repaired o &
New inspection chambers installed 3
Sanitary Conveniences
Flushing cisterns renewed or repaired 5
W.C. pedestals renswed HiE k4
W.C. roofs repaired i 1
W.C. doors repaired Sy 1
FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 and 1959
e Huzzer Humber of
Inspections | Written | Occupiers
Register Notices | prosecuted
Factories in which
Sees. 1,2,3,4, & 6
are to be enforced
by the L.4, 16 24 - -
Factories not in-
cluded in above in

which Sec.7 is en-
forced by L.A, - -

Other premises in |
which Bec.7 is
enforced by L.A. - - | -

Cases in which defects were found:

Found Bemedied

Want of cleanliness: 1 1
Banitary Conveniences:
{(a) Insufficient 1 1
(k) Unsuitable or defective 1 1

Cutwork
Nature of Work: making ete., of wearing apparel.
Number of outworkers in Aug. list required by Sec. 110 (1) (e} .. 7












