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Medical Officer of Health I.F. HACKENZIE, %.E.E_Eﬂinglj D.P.H.,
] li.'i.- E": -
(resigned 31.10.56)

Acting Medical Officer of Health Ditte (from 1.11.56)
Publie Health Inspector AA. NAXWELL, M.A.P.H.I.,

= -

To the Chairman gnd Members of the Bromyard Urban District
Council.

Mr. Chairman, Mra. Powell, Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting the Annual Report for
1956, which has been prepared Jointly by the Public Health
Inspector and myself.

The health of the community renalned good and, apart
from thirtyone cascs of Heasles which were notified durlng
the third quarter of the year, there wore no majlor outbrealks
of notifiablc dlscaecs.

A noteworthy ocvent of 1956 was the passing of the
Sanitary Inspectors (Change of Designation) Act, which
provides that Sanitary Inspectors shall in future bhe called
Public Health Inspoctors. Even a cursory study of the
history of public health in Britain will roveal to the
student the kcy position cccupled by the Sanifary Inspector
from earliest dgys. That he should have becn cglled
Sanitary Inspcctor is a tribute to him as an individual, %o
hls profession, and also to the good scns¢ and the knowledge
of the clsssics of our forbears, who thought it appropriatc
%o glve him a designetion derived from the Latin, sanitas -
pertalning to and concorncd with the prceaservation of hcalth,
It may be a reflcetion on the lowly place now occupiled by
the classies in school curricula that "ganitary" ig, in the
minds of many pcople, morce closcly assoclated with dralns
thon with "hoslth"; henece the declsion of the House of
Commons to give the Sanitary Inspcclor a now title.

The appointment of Dr. 0.L. Evans as Distriet Hedlecsl
Officer of Heoalth for the Northorn Districts and as Agsistant
County Medical Offiecer, was madc on Deecmber 5th, 1956,

It was arranged that he would commence duty on March 1lst, 1957,
on which date my tomporary sppolntment as Acting Medical
Officcr of Health, will terminate.

In view of my rccent changc of appointmont this will
be the last annuel report that I shall nressnt to you as your
Modical Officcr of Health. I shall rctaln very warm ncemorics
of my yeara of scrvice, and of the hoppy relations that cxist
among officers and botwoen members of the council znd staff,-
a 8pirit of harmony that contributes much to the offectlvencss
of work in the local govermmont serviec.

I.FP. MACKENZIE
higdical Qiflcor of Health.

Public Health Office: 4, Church Stroct, Leominster. I.
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Ares (in acres) ... i St e SEal e
Population b e Tk S cve L BT0
Humber of inhabited houses (end of 195G6) according

to the Rate Books... 5”76

Ratesble Value 313 § s b B £18,
Sum repregentcd by a Penny Rate ... “nie -«.£73.12. 24.
EXTRACT FROW THE VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR
Total Mole Female

LIVE BIRTHS Ehegitima L e 23 8 15

Illegitimate)... 1 = 1

Total aa 24 g 16

STILL BIRTHS pivis i ¥il
DEATHS s E gk 17 1% 4
DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER
ONE YEAR OF AGE i Caile 1 - 1
DEATHS FROIN PUERPERAL CAUSES Hil

CCHPARABLE DATA FOR IHGLAND AND WAL:S, 1956

Birth Ratec (per 1,000 gstimated mid-year home Populaticn} 1&.%
1. L]

Birth Rate for ‘nglnnd and Wales ... i

8ti111 Birth Rate {per ,000 total live and still hirths} Nil

©till Birth Rate for Ing lxnd and Wales - 23%.0
Death Rate (por 1,000 estimeted mid-yecar home population) 10,2
Death Rate for Englond and Vales ... 35 i 11.7
Infont kortelity Rate (por 1,000 rclated 1live birtﬁs} dl.g
Infant Hortslity Rate for _nﬁlhnd and Wolce - 23,

SANIT.RY CIRCUnBTANCES AND INSPECTION
WATER SUFPLY

AT the e¢nd of the yeonr awing to the variable rainfall
throughout the greater pert of 19505, the supply reached a
very low level. It ig problomaticsl what the poalticon would
have becen had the four additional springs not bocn utiliscd.
In vicw of this developmont - that is that the water supply
was barcly sufficient in spite of the additional springs -
woe must face the fact that szomo sdditional sourcc muat be
incorporated in our systom. Otherwisc, with incrcasing
consumptlon from the provision of now houscs and, wo hope,
Trer industrisl development, peorlodical ghortagos arec incvitnbla.

The samples of the supply submltted for analysis huve
shown the quality to be sntisfoctory.



_4’_

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The problem of flood water at the Disposal YWorks
has not yet been doalt with, olthougn tendcrs have been
accepted. The approval of the liinistry conccrned has
not yct becen reeglved. Until this work is done, citiclent
operation of tho Threc Mills Disposal Yorks is improbable.

Expericnce hos shown that the sludge in the humus
tank cannot be pumped by nand back To the scdimentation
tanks. An cleetrieal pumping plant would, in view or tails
expericnee, bo moncy well spont Docouge not only would 1t
save man-hours, but 1t would increcasc tho efflcicenecy of the
plant substoentially.

The ercction of a fencc around the Disposal Works
though sanctloned by the Council, hos not yet boen donc.
The danger arising from trespass by children is self-cvidont
in viow of the depth of the opon treoatment tanks,

Proposed Modern Sewsge Disposal Vorks

It will be rcealled that in 1955 the Council
inatructed their Consulting Engincers to preparc a scheme
for the treatment of the soewage at prescent being dlscharged
in the raw state into the River Frome. arly in tho year
under rovicw 2 preliminary report on the proposcd works wos
submitted by the Zngincers. This report rcvealed that the
co8t of an offiecicnt plent of adequante capoeity would be in
the region of £30,000, The Council gave carcful consideratlon
to the propeossls and it was rosolved that the Enginceora should
procecd to the ncxt stege, that is, the completion of the
detalled plang and particulsrs roquircd for the submisslon
of the scheme to tho Minlstry of Housing ond Local Government.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

The idca that country towns collcct loss domesatlc rofuse
per housc than Industrisl arcas is not bornc out in thils arca.
The contents of the refusce bins reveals the truth in certain
cagea of the facetious statemont "A modirn housewlfe only nceds
a con-opener! The ompty con and wastc paper content of the
refusc is ineroasing yeer by yoor. Asheag, dust, ond vegetable
matter show 1ittlc wariation.

FUBLIC CONVZNIENCES

The condltion of the Pubvlic Convonicnces gives causc
for some concoern. Deaplto eleansing itwlec deaily, 1t 1z
regrettable to have to report that somec persons, especelally
tnose using the femaloe seotion, do not apprecinte what is
provlided for thelr use.

SLAIGHTER HOUBES

The two slaughter housesg have bocn conducted in a
satiafactory manncr. The atatement of animals slaughtercd
1s given elsecwheore in the roport.
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PREVENTION OF DAMNAGE BY PZ8TS ACT, 1949

The efforts of the Operctor produced the following
reaults:-
Approximate kill:- ot Refuse Tip.....1l10
in sowWorg. ..., 200
private houscs.... 51

FACTORIES and 'ORKSHOZS

Factorics fiets, 1937 and 1948

INSZPECT 1015
Humbecr Kumber of
T = = i e
fromlsos | Lonah Inspections | Jritten |0ccupiers
| Registor Notices |prosccuted

wiilch Scctions
1,2,5,4 and &6 | 9 32
are %o be en- |
forczd by Local |
Authorities i

Wl
1

Factories in i

CASES IN VHICE DEFECTS ''ERE FOUND

|

' flumber of cases |

t in which defects worc found { Prose-
Particulars | found Remedied) Aeferred cutions

[To H.N By H.NX.
inapeoator |[Inspoeton

|
Unrcasonablo ‘
tomporature (8.35) 1 1 - - -

Sanitary Convon-
lenees (B. ?:'

a} Ingufficlent = | 1 - 1. -
B) Unsuitable F

or defective 1 [Z )| 2 | - 1 1 =

TOTAL 2 4 = 2 -

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT

Informal and Verbal Yotlecs served ik =
Ditto complied with e T
Loettors sent , - 134

Complaintas rccoived S fae
Huisanccs found 2 ot 0k 19
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SANITARY INSPECTION CF TH:E DISTRICT (CONTINUED)

GENERAL SUNIARY

Total number of Inspcctions ... i A78

Total number of Re-inspcctions 298
DRATHWAGE

Mow drainsge installcd i T 57

Hepalrs to oxdsting dralnsge ... B 52

Smoke and ¥Wator Tcecats . % din i

DIELLING HOUSES

Ordinary inspcctlons e S 1Y
Infcctious discasc e e &
Overerowding o o 5]

RIFUSE DISPOSAL

Bow Bins o - SE

Accumulationa of refusc withera wn

Tips b : 64

Rodent Control Survoye i § =0
WATER SUPFLIZS

Ingpecetion of Springs ik it A5

Gauging o T 23

Tosting Flow & sieia ae 24

Exaninetion of Ruscrvoirs s 2.5 76
HOVEAZLE DVELLINGS

Fairs, cte., 2
FOOD PRELNISES

Grocers, Dalrics, Cafca and Butcher's shops 69

Bﬁ.kﬂhﬂusﬂﬂ L - LI 14—

HOUSTHG

How houscs croceted and cccuplod:i-

By Local Authority ... 46
By privatec pcrsons ... 3

The provislon of bungalows for old perschns ls now
proceeding, and 1€ ig hoped that durling the comlng yoar
twenty bungalows will be crceeted. Eight will be of the
ene-nodroom typoe ond twolve of the 2-bDodroom typo.

INSPECT IO _‘GF DVWELLING HOUSES DURING THL YELR:

1 (a) Total number of houscs ingpected for housing
defoets (undor Public Hoelth and Eousing Acts) 61

(b) NBumber of inspootions made for the purposc .. 147

2 Humbeor of houses found not to bo in all
regpeets fit for habiltation kv 2o
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LACTION UNDER STATUTORY NOTICES DURING THE YEAR

Procccdlinga under the Public Health Act:

1. DNumber of dwelling houscs in regpeet of which
informal notleccs were scrved requiring repairs .. 41

2. HNumber of dwelling housos in which defocets were
remedicd after the service of notieces:—

(a) By Owners & e
(b} 3By Local Authority .o WAL
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FCOD
(a) BAKEHOUSES

The five bakchouscs in the area arc regularly
inapcoted and €l stoandard of clcanliness 12 gatlafaciory.

(b) ICE-CHEAM

All ico-croam in the arca is pre-packed and no
conplaints have beon recclved.

(¢) FOOD KANUFACTURING PRIIISES

The cooporation of the trade in carrylng out lmprove-
ments, and in predueing food under good hygenic conditions
is to bc commendod.

(a) PUBLIC HOUSES AKD CATIRING ESTABLISHMLENTS

The conditions existing in 211 the catering ostablish-
menta in the area are of a high atondard, with one exception.
In tris cage o gchome 1g now in opcration to improve these
promiscs.

{(e) STATCHENT OF HUMBER OF ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED AND INSPECTED
317 Bullocks 118 Helfors 2,104 Shocp ¢ Loubs.
172 Calves 600 Pigs

The total for the year was 3,311 carcasca. The incroase
ovar the provious year wos duc to one butcher supplylng four
shops in Birmingham.

In 1955 thc total was 1,524 carcasos, and in 1954 the
total was 1,355 carcases.

(£) ¥DAT FOUND TO B UNFIT FOR HUMAN CONBUIPTION AND DESTROYED

1,050 1bs. AT Tubeorculosis.
218 1bs. S Soptic Matritis.
212 1lbs. - Ocdema.
219 lba. ie e Distomatosis.
28 1bs. St l.clanoslis.
97 1ba. Gl Cirrhosis.
128 los. g Malnutrition.
418 1bs. ok Execcesive Bruising.

180 1bs. i, Gutocdema.
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(g} OTHER FOODSTUFFS CONDEINED

Cans of various foodstuffs numbering 378 in all,

were examined and destroyed, the maln defects heling

either blown or rusty tins.
PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE

ANALYSES OF TOTAL NOTIFIED CASES ACCCRDING TO AGE

Age ol Patlent

Disease 0=111-2] 5-415=9| 10-14 15-24]2H & | TOTAL
| ; I Over

Measgles A Bl 9 131k 1L 1 - gl
Tuberculosis
(Non-Pulmonary) (- | - | - | - - 1 - 1
Acute Primary

Pneumni_a - - - - - — 1k i [
TUEERCULOS IS

At the end of 1956 the Tuberculosls Reglster contained
the nameg of flve males and six females who normally reside

within the district.

During the year one new Non-Pulmonary casc was notified,
and one Pulmonary case moved inte the distriet.

In the samc periocd two persons left the diatriet, o
Pulmonary and onc Hon-Pulmonary.

NATTONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946, Sectlon 26

Vaeccingtion and Immunisation

liumbers of children in the district who

no

vore treated during

the year:-
| d =
Agc of chila Reln-

Purpose of - T & | 5=9 110~-14 Ih & Total | iorcliag
Injﬂﬂ-tiﬁn 1 yr.jyr. ;FI'B- I-_I_rr-g_i Trs.: Yre.i GVCP; Ellj oo tilone
Immunisation : | i { ' |

agalnst 17 8| - | 1 7 1 - 34 | 40
Diphtheria | ! ;
Inmunisation !

agalnagt 18 il | 1 - - - 27 | -
Whooping Cough | !
Vaeceination : |

against 21 == {=1 1 - - 22 | 1

Smallpox | | |
CAUSES OF DEATH (all ages)

DiavaRo Maleoe Femalos TOTAL
Mallgnount neoplasm, lung, bronchus ... 1 - &
Molignant naaplznn, brengt ... - 1 1
Other malignant & lymphatic nbﬂﬂluﬂmﬂ 3 2 5
Vascular legions of nervousg systom ... 1 - i
Gﬂmnm:lr ﬂlﬂeaﬂﬂ, &nsin;‘.’l ] CRC E - E
Otheor hoart dlscasc. .. i 3 = 3
Pnﬂumﬂ'ﬂiﬂ LR # & a * om # 8 @ - 1 1
Bronchltis ... wntin aam areiks - 3

All causes ... i et I 4 17













