[Report 1955] / Medical Officer of Health, Bromyard U.D.C.

Contributors

Bromyard (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1955

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/fxxtgca7

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







[y ] 1 "
2 2T ] Jecen bey LS |
| . e 14 - : T
] Ly - g f: )
i
|
J wl =l i = J - L] T
- - E - Bl
= o i8s o l I Ls 22 |
| i 1 3 | L
| 2 s 1 | . L] -
L = 18 L | - L 0 5 - == T







siedical Officer of Health. I.F. LACKEWZIE, i:.D.(Edin), D.P.H.,
D.7.4. & H.,

Senltary Inspector. A. A, WAXVELL, 3.

To the Chairman and iembera of the Eromyard Urban District
Council.

Wr. Chailrman, Hrs. Powell, Gontlemen,

I have plessure in presenting the Annual Henort
for 1955 which, =8 uagual, has been prepared jointly by the
sanlitary Inepector and myself.

The health of the community remained good, and
though nineteen cases of Whooping Cougn were Botliied, no
deatlis occurrad. It will be obgerved that “wo new cascs
of Tuberculosis were recorted, one of them being on account
of digeasec 1ln the lungs. The total nunbsr of cases on the
register at th: end of the year was eleven. Thig is
practlieglly the same zs 1t was ten years ago. During that
pericd the wvarlstion fiom year Ho year has becn gulte slight.
The lowest recorded was eight, in 1948; the highest thirteen,
in 19K”0. It 1s to be expected thet 1n the course of coming
yearg there will be a progressive fzll in the occurrence
of tuberculogls in the community, when the cumulative effect
of better housing, of B.C.G. Veccinatlon of children agalnat
tuberculosis, and of the detection of unsuspected chronie
cages and early cases by the increasingly efficlent service
operated through the Chest CGlinic and the family doctors,
recuces the nuauber of hew cascs roported annuslly.

Unéder the Housing Repalrs sind Rents Act, 1954,
the Council were required to propares, by August 50th 1955,
a programme for the replacement of nroperty in the dlstrict
tiiat 1a unfit for humsn hebltation. A prelininary survey
carried out by your Sanitary Ingpector and myself resulted
in the Kinlstry belng informed that there are slxty houges
that apoeared to be sultable for inclusion in that category.
A detalled inspection of these and of other houses will
need to be undertziken, =s and when possible, so that accurate
date may bo avallable to enable eppropriate scilon to be
taken under Section II of the Zousing Act 1935. The Council's
underteking to deal with sixtoen of these unfit houses
during the cnsulng five-yeoer poricd Gid not altogetiier meet
with the approval of the linigtry; and 1t was sugmested by
a repregentative of the inistry that the Councll should
cndoavour to deal wiih all of the unfit cwellings in the
dlistrict during the five yoars.

A notable cvent of 1955 was the Council's éecision
to appoint Consul ting ZEngineers to preparc a acheme for the
treatment of the raw sowage from the district. Until the
treatment plant provided in connection with our Council
house project came inte full ozeratlon recently, practlcally



the whole of the sewage from the district was dlscharged
untreateé into the river Frome. Though the Council
deplored thls practice, yet the cost of constructing
treatment worls without grant aid led to the rejectlon
of plans that had becn prepsred in outline years ago.
Zven now 1t is difficult ©to se¢ how a small commmunlty
such as ours can bear the financial burden that a woedern
treatment works will impose on the ratepayers; and it
says a lot for the morsl courage of the Councl]l that
iIngtructions have beecn ziveon to thg Jonsulting Engineers
%o do ahesd and prenare detailed nlans for submiseion to
the Hinlstry of Housing and Local Govermment.

Reference has been made in the text o the
unrelliable cherscter of the ciilorinating »lant at the
Water orks. This devcloopment was the result of
increasing a2ge and prolonged nnd constant use. During
the year, thersfore, the Council congidered the possibility
of replacing this undependable appllance with one of
modern design, and instructlons were given for suiteble
Tirme to ¢ approached.

Flooding from excesaivc rainfsll of the
character experienccd during the carly suumer, is
fortunately a rare cccurrence. On the cceasion to which
I am referring, conglderable damagc was caused in cherford
Street, the Knapnp, and Nodens Lane. duvegh dilsconfort wae
also exnpericnced by householdera who were taken unawares
by the tremaondous flow of walber. Active conslderation
was immediatcly glven by the Council o measures to hielp
tioee peopnle who were in distrees; and to try ito prevent
slmilar damage arising should Tloodlng recur in the future.

The possibllty of ecxtending thc boundaries of
the Urban Distriet under the Town Development Aet, 1952,
iz a matter of considersble importance to the town, in
view of the need to encoursge the introductlon of more
light induatries; and of the likelihood that we may be
aslked ©to agree to aun increase in our population by
accepting some of the Blrmingham 'over-sgpill'. It should
be recorded here therefore that, during the year, the
Council devoted time aud thought to considering what had
best be done to furthe® the interesta of Bromyard as a
emall country town.

Homes for old people have, in view of the
pressing needs of the rounz, received all too litile
attention fron many local suthoritles. That cannot be
gald of us. As the Council's efforta earlier in the
year to try and persuade the County Council, as elfare
Authorliiy, to nsrovide o Home for 0ld People in Bromyard
had not achleved the desired result, the Couneil
investlgated the possibility of themselves srecting a
number of one and two roomed bungalows (eaigned specially
for old persons. It 1z expceted that further action will
be taken during the curcent year to determine if this
project could be a practicable »ronosliion in view of the
known difficuliy of finding sites situated conveniently
close to the centre of the town.




A novel suggestion that received support from
the Councll was that the Health Authority should provide
each child with a written record of the ilnoculatlons
that he or she had received during infanecy and school
life. Because protective materials for a falrly wide
range of dlseases, (which, among others, includes
Diphtheria, leasles, Vhooping Cough, Smallpox, Tetanus,
Typhoid, Tuberculosis and Poliomyelitis)} are now available
and in use, 1% geemed to the Council that it would be but
common gense for a record to be avallable in every home
so that, irregpective of change of residence from county
to county or cilty to city, a famlly doctor anywhere would
be sble to see what inooculations a child had had, should
1llness arisec. Though both the County Council and the
Einistry of Health were lnvited to put thils suggestion
into operation, it seemed to them that, largely on the
gcore of cost, the time was not opportune. Nevertheless,
ag the proposal is easgentially sound and 1z of undeniable
practlecal importance, it may be possible for the Council
to bring it forward agaln in e few years' time.

Your Sanitary Inspector and I would like to
acknowlecdge our appreciation of the keen interest taken
by the Chairman and iembers of the Commlittee in our day

to day activities. We find this to be not only an
encouragement to us, but an incentive ss well.

I.F. MACKEHZIE

Medicgl Officer of Health.

Public Health Office: 4, Church Street, Leominster.
Telephone HNo: Leominster 2555

GENERAL PROVIBIOK OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA
CLINICS
Under the County Councll and Repglonal Hoegpital Board

schemeg the followlng clinic facilities are available to
regidentas in the distriet:-

Child Welfare Centre: On aslternate Thursdays, 2 to 4 p.m.
at the Church Institute, Bromyanrd.

Children are referred to the Ear ljose and Throat, Eye
Paediatrioc and Chest Clinics in Hereford, as and when
required.
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Area (in acres) ... S saH S5 e 213
Population : ; : 1,660
Number of inhabited houses {end of 1955} acccraing}

tﬂ the Rate Bnukﬂ} 534
HRateable Value “ae . ; e 5 £9,942
Sum represented by a Penny Rﬂte cu ves £40

EXTRACT FROM TEE VITAL gTATISTICS OF THE YEAR

Total inle Female

LIVE BIRTS Epsgiujaatal ks Bk 16 10
I1legitimate) el e 1 1
Total e _T? ST

STILL BIARTES A SEEE MR Lo
DEATHS e i S ) 5 13

DEATHS FRUN PUERPERAL u}JSJE «as N1
DEZATHS OF INFANTS UKDER ORE
TZAR OF AGE sse voe s A

COLPARABLE DATA FOR ENGLARD AND WALES, 1955

Blrth Rate (per 1,000 estimated niﬁ-veur home population) 16. ?
Birth Rate for Lnglaﬂd and Wales . R e 15.0

St111 Birth Rate (per 1,000 total live and still births) HNil
5t111 Eirth Rate for England and Wales .o “ 23.1

Death Rate (per 1,000 estimated mid-ycar home populatisn) ii #

Death Rate for unalun& and Wales “us eon .o
Infant liortality Rate (per 1,000 related live birtha) Nil
Infant Lortality Rate for England and Weles «. viiis 24.9

SANITARY CIRCULSTANCES AND INSPECTION

WATER SUPPLY

Despite the low rainfell of 1955, the water supply
has remained adeguate, but the need for an Impounding Tanx
and a Storoge Reservoir at Flaggencrs Green must be stressed
again. Plang have been prepared¢ and submitted to the
Reglonal Engineer of the inigtry of Houslng and Loocal
Government, but nothing definite has yet been declded.

Additlonal connections were made to the supply
at Buckenhill fto increase the amount of water avallable.
The automatic pump has continued to work very erfficlently.
The chlorination apparatus, on the other hand, is of an .
obselete pattern and cannot be expected to continue to
function in a reliable manner for much longer.

Samples of the water submitted for analysls have
showed that the quality 1s satisfactory.
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SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Some difficultles arcse at the Disposal YWorks
during the year. The works were desighed for 200 houaes,
but the entry of large quantities of storm water on several
oceaslons caused inefflcient funetioning of the purificatlon
proccas. The scheme for desling with the storm water
must be started soon Af the works are to operate efficlently
at all tiaes.

The erection of a fcence around the Disposal Yorks,
though sanctioned by the Councll, has not yet been done.
The danger arising from ftresnass by cinilédren 1g self-evident
in view of the depth of the open ftreatment tanks.

REFUBSE DISPOSAL

The amount of refuse collected in the area has
not decreased, and 1t l1ls doubtful if publicity to the effect
that 'Burning Refuse Baves Rates' ig likely to achieve any
good rosult. Though 1¢ is generally known that the service
iz provided for hougeheold refuse only, some persons try fTo
persuade the collectors To remove garcen wasie as woll.,

PUSLIC CONVEHI-WCES

Careful supervision has been maintalned, and regular
cleanging (usuvally twiez daily) i1s carried out. In spite of
thig, there were some complaintg during the yegr.

MOVEABLE DWLLLINGS

Ilo trouble has been cavged by travelling fairs and
clrcuses. Aes mentioned in lagt year's report, there is
clearly a need for a caravan gite, and again I would like
%o say that the provision of one would be of Tinaneclal
benefit, not only to the Councll, but also %o the traders
in the town.

SLAUGHTEZR HOUSES

The two slaughter-houscs in the area have been
conducted in a very satisfactory manner, andéd no complalnts
were recelved or made. The statemcont of animals
slaughtered is set out in detall elscwhere in the report.

PREVENTION OF DANAGE 3 PE8Ts ACT, 1949

The efforts of the Opcrator nroduced the following
resultei-

Approximate kill:- at% Hefuse Tip .. e 1085
in szewers e i 200

Business preomises
and privatc houses .. 5
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FACTORIES and WORKSHOPS

Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948

ISPECTIOKS

umber Humber of
Premiscs B §n¢ = Inanections | Vritten | Occuniers
ARELEwel -
notlees | nrosecuted
Factories in
which Sectione
1,2,3,4 and &
are Lo be en- 9 3 + 3
Torced by Local
Aithorities
CASES Ii! WHICHE DEFECTS WERE FOUND
Fumber» of cases
in which defects were found FProse-
Particulars Fnunﬂiﬁemedied Heferred Cutkdots
! To B.1i. By H.K.
' Ingnecior| Inapector
|
Unreasonable '
teuperature (8.3) 3 3 = = z
Sanitary Conven-
lences (3.7)
(a) Insufficient - = = ~ -
(b) Unsuitable
or defective - 1 -
TOTAL i T - 1 -
SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT
Informal and Verbal lloticcs served ... b6
Ditto complied with 2 ae o,
Letters sent e S : ; 116
Complaints reccived o . 54
Ditto confirmed o . 32
Nulgances found .., b ) 16
GENZIRAL SUMMARY
Total number of Ingpections ... - 428
Total number of Re-inspections 243
DRAINAGE
liew drainage installed ... 12
Repaira to exlsting dralnage 31

Bmoke and Water teats ...

47
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DVELLING HOUSES

Ordinary inspectlons e - . bie 134
Infectious disecase ‘e ‘es iais 10
Overcrowding ks .5 sew i 7

REFUSE DISPOSAL

Hew Bins ks e ahs o 12

Accunmulations of refuse e e 2

Tips Ses s ol Ay 6

Rodent Control Surveys ... R e 2
WATER SUPPLILES

Inspecsion of Sorings ... - - 12

Gauging T S 5 . 20

Tegtlng Flow psaLE S = 2

Examination of Regervelra i &
LOVEABLE DUELLINGS

Falrs ecte. o s “ie St il

FOOD PRELISE

Grocers, Dalries, Cafes and Dutchcr's Shops
Bakehouses e R 2l i

= O
M3~

HOUSING
New houses erected and occupied:-

By Local Authority .. &
By private persons .. 1

A survey of dwelling hougeg was commenced, and
it was found that the standard of a good number of houses
is low. Appropriate action under the Housing Acts willl
be taken to secure lmprovement or, where applicable, to
re-house the occupants and apply toc the Council for the
gerving of Demolition Orders.

The need for bungalows for old people is nhow
apparent, and also provision for those persons living in
the almshouses which, in resmect of lighiing, ventllation,
and convenicnces, can only be regarded as primitive.

The completlon of the Council's programme of 54
dwellings should ecase the housing situation considerably
but, there etill remain pcople who, ddasplite advice, accept
expengive furnlghed appartments and then complain.

THSPECTION OF DYELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR:

1. (a) Total number of housea ingpected for housing
defects (under Public Health and Housing Acts) 54

(b) Humber of inspections made for the purpose .. 134

2. Number of houses found not to be in all respcets
fit for human habitation - via ik
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ACTION UMNDER STATUTORY NOTICES DURING THE YEAR

Proceedings under the Publlic Health Act:

1s Number of dwellling houses in rcspect of which

informal notlces were served requiring repaire .. 32

2. Humber of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedled after the service of noticos:-

(a) By Owners . -

(b) By Loecal Authority

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD
(a) BAKEHOUSES

The flve balkchouscs 1n the area are regularly

ingpected and the standard of cleanlineas 1la gatlasfactory.

(b) ICE-CREAL

All lce-cream in the area le pre-jpacked and no
coplaints have been recelved.

{c) FOOD ¥ANUFACTURING PREMIAES

The cooperation of the trade in carrying out
improvements, and in producing food under good hygenie
conditions ig to be commended.

(a) PUELIC HOUSES AND CATERING ESTABLISHMENTS

The condlitlons exliating in all the catering
establighments in the area arc of a high standard, with
ong exception. Desplte difficulties, some progress is
being made as & result of our representations and advice.

il

(e) STATESENT OF NUMBER OF ANTNALS SLAUGHTERED AND INSPECTED

148 Bullocks 54 Heifers 982 sheep and Lambs

84 Calves 256 Pigs
The total for the year was 1,524 carcases.

In 1954 the total was 1,355 carcases.

(f£) LEAT FOUND TO BE UNFIT FOR HUIAN CONSUMPTION AND DESTROYED

1,190 1bs. o Tuberculosls.
274 1lbs. S Bontie Katritis.
183 1ba. L Ocdoma.
94 lbs. g Distomatosis.
28 1lba. ‘e lielanosis.
65 1bs. i Kalnutrition.
714 1lbs. anim Excessive Brulsing.

102 1bs. S Futoedema.
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(g) OTHER FOODSTUFFS CONDENED

Cans of various foodstuffs numbering 471 in
all, woere examincod and destroyed, Tthe maln defecta
being either blown or rusty tins.

FREVALERCE CF TIFECTIOUS DISEASE

ANALYSES OF TOTAL KHOTIFIED CASES ACCORDING TO AGE

Age of Patient
Discase T :
0-1 |1-2| 3-d | 5-9 | 1h-24| 25 & | TOTAL
| Over |
Scarlet Fever - E - - 1 - - L
Whooping Cough 2 | 5 i - - 19
Heasles - - 1 s - - 2
Preumonisa - - - - - 1 1
Tuberculosis - - - - 1 - !
(Respiratory)
Tuberculosis - = - - - 1 1
(Other forms)

TUBERCULOSIS

At the end of 1955 the Tuberculogls Reglster
contained the names of flve males and gix femalea, who
normally reside within the distriet.

During the year, two new cascs were notifled, one
Pulmonary and the other Hon-Pulmonary.

In the same period, one person recovered and
another left the district.

NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946, Scetion 26
Vaccinatclon and Immunisation

Humbers of children in the digtrict who were
treated during the year:-

Purpose of fba an dﬁzguiimiﬁgﬂnisatiﬂn °F | Reinforcing
Injection : = 3 Injections
Umder ( 1 | 3 5-9 |15 & | Total
1 yr. | yr.|yre. | yrs.| Over
Immunisation
against 7 il = 6 - 20 24
Diphtheria
Immunigation
againgt 7 51 - - - 12 -
Whooping Cough
Vaecination
againgt 14 -1 1 - 1 16 1
Smallpox




T T

Vacclnation and Immunisation are a County

Council responsibility and the foregoing figures have
been kindly supplied by the County iiedical Officer of

Realth.

CAUSES OF DEATH (all ages)

Disesasge liales | Females | Totel
Hdalignant neoplaan, stomach 1 - 1
Other malignant & lymphatic neoplasns - = 2
Diabetes R e ‘i ssa - 1 1
Vascular lesions of nervous system 1 3 il
Coronary digease, angina 1 - 1
Other heart disease ... woaa i 3 3 6
Dther eclrculatory dlsegses ... L - q 1
Pneumonia s s b Eiii - 1 1
Other defined and ill-defined disesses = 1 1
Accidents S s ke ks - 3 1

All causes 6 13 19










