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Staff of the Public Health Department

Medical Officer of Health. I.F. WACKENZIE, M.D.(Edin), D.P.H.,
DIT'}"II & H'#!

Sani tary Inspector. A.A., MAXWELL, ; H.Inat.Ex.E.,
, Dip.(Eng).

lana).,

m-l- #

Mr, vhalrman and Gentlemen,

The Annual Report for 1953 1s presented herewlth.

An outbreak of heasles occurred in the early monthe of the year
at a time when thie diseasse was prevalent throughout the greater part
of North Herefordghire. In all, 80 caseg were notified; the mejority
being between 5§ and 9 years old, The illness was, in genersl, mild,
and no fatalities ooccurred.

One ocase of paralytic Pollomyelitis wase reported.

This year, as last year, there was one notification of Pulmonary
Tuberculosis. The inclidence of this dlgcase in our midet 1s, happlly,
low; and the total number of established cases on the Regleter (10)

- which inocludea persons who move into the dlstrict suffering from
Tuberculcels - 18 glmocet statlonary.

Fenewed intereat in the provision of a sewage treatment plant to
bring to an end the discharge of raw sewage into the River Frome;
and the attention being given to this source of river pollution by
the Wyc Hiver Board have ralsed hopes of concrete actlon being taken.
The high cost of such publlic works however and the anomalles that
make 1t unlikely that the scheme prepared by the Consulting Engineers
will be grant-aided, may delay the project, and lead to temporary
worke btelng constructed.

Your Sanltary Inspector and I have pleasure ln acknowlecdging
our indebtednese to the Chairman (Councillor H. Robinson) and Members

of the Committee for the interest congisgtently taken throughout the
year in our day to day work, and for the encouragement given to us.

I.F. WACKENZIE.

Medical Officer of Health.

Public Health Office : 4, Church Street, Leominster.
Telephone lo. Leominster 95.




BTATIETIGE AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE hREA

.....

Area (in acres)
Population

Number of 1nﬁabiteﬂ huuasa (enﬂ of 19533 aauurding

.

L) LI & @

LI E
gl 1,6

to the Rate Bookas) .. 520
Rateable Value (at 31.3.54) .. i L i B £9,721
Sum represented by a Penny Rate ik ik e - £40
EXTRACT FROM THE VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.
Total Male Female
LIVE BIRTHS iLegi‘Eim&t&] 23 9 14
Illegitimatﬂ} Nil = i
Total .. 23 9 14
STILL BIRTHS (Legitimate) 1 1 -
DEATHS ., 20 15 5
DEATHS FROM PUEHPLHAL GEUBLE Nil
DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ONE
YEAR OF AGE (Legitimate) 1 - 1
COMPARASLE DATA FOR ENGLAND AND WALES, 1953.
Birth Rate (per 1,000 estimated mid—raar home pupulation] 13.9
Eirth Rate for En;land and Wales 15.5
S5till Birth Rate (per 1,000 estimated mid—yaar home pnpul&tiun} 0.60
8till Birth Rate for Englanﬂ and Wales .. . e 0.35
Death Rate (per 1,000 estimated mid-rear hnma pcpulatinn} 12.1
Death Hate for England gnd Wales V 11.4
Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 related live births) 4%.3
Infant Mortality Rate for England and Wales .. 26,
PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE
AHALYSES OF TOTAL NOTIFIED CASES ACCORDING TO AGE
“Disease b5 oy AEe; OF Pablansl b
in -1|1-2| 3-4] 5-9‘ 10-14, 15-24| 25 & Unknown | TOTAL
e e ) H | Over
Scarlet Fever = ! - ! =| 3 1 [ - - 4
Acute Poliomyelitis | g
(Paralytiu) - ] - i -1 1 - ] - - S
Measles b2 li7.125 jaa] 6 | = - - 8o
Preumonia L=t g e foanl S 2 i MO - 6.
1U?EQ"ULD&15

At the end of 1953 the Tuberculosis Reglster contained the
names of four males and six females who normally reside within the

district.

During the year two cases were transferred to the Reglster from
other districts and cone new case was notified on account of pulmonary

tuberculosels.
tuberculoels left the district.

During the same perlod one person suffering from



DIPHTHERIA Ii:UNISATION

The following figures azre presented through information supplied
by the County Hedlcsl Officsr.

Number of children who were priasrlly lmmunlised ggalnst diphtheria
in the 12 months ended 3lst Decemher, 1953, and those who were
given a reinforeing injection :--

_——— o e S T A s A .

Age at date of Tinal injection. i Reinforeing
R G T EEE E TAE  L| 1:1'1:&(".151{)1'15.

Under 1 | 1-4 | 514 | Total |
i - | i | g |
! | _5_“.“. Eﬁ_m__i“_ 48 |

BT s e PO N U [ S

I am indebted to Mr. A.A. Maxwell, Banitary
Inspector to the Councll, for the fellowing statement.
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WATER SUPPLY.

The supply from the springs at Buckenhlll remained fairly
congtant untll the last two months of the year, when a drop in the
flow caused concern. To help remedy this, the Council renewed over
400 yards of the gravitation main with 6" Spun Asbestos pipes to
replace the stoneware pipes that had been installed over [ifty
years ago. It was amazing that the supply had been so good.
Examingtion of the pipes lifted showed them to be damaged and not
even jolnted. The level of the main resembled hump-back bridges.

To keep the supply efficlent, steps must be taken :-

(a) to collect two springs at present running to waste. During
periods of drought a flow of 1,000 gallone per hour has been
gauged. The gauging tazen shows that 1n normal weather the
flow increases to 1,500 gallons per hour. It must be realised
that the dry weather flow amounts to 24,000 gallons per day,
which means with the other springs there is avallsble in the
dryest weather, allowing for defects and leakagea, at least
50,000 gallons and

(b) to prevent any shortage by conserving the water as near the
source as possible, and to reduce the expense of pumping,
the construction of a new impounding tank is an urgent
necesslty. The capacity of the present tank does not allow
for the flow in a normal period. Thousands of gallons
therefore overflow every month.

Flans are now made for the supply to the Bannut Tree Estate
to be by a 3" main; and, to obviate complainta from the West Hill

area, the adjoining houses will be connected to this supply which
comes from the tower tank.

I regret to state that the sutomatic pumping plant is not
yet completed, but representations are being made continually to
the Contractors. It appears that the supply of certaln equipment
from the manufacturers is the cause of the trouble.

damples taken of the supply during the year ylelded no adverse
reportsa.
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SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

It is plemsant to report that prices and tenders are now in the
hands of the Ministry for a new sewage dlsposal plant which will deal
with all the new houses on the Bannut Tree Estate and the exlsting
houses on Ballhurst. Thls scheme has entalled the laying of a new
sewer along the Milvern Lane, across Porthouse lMeadow to the Railway

Bridge, where the pipes will be carried over, above the rallway, to
the site of the works at Three Mills.

The ascheme will take over 60 houses from the exilsting system
80 the pollution at Forburries should decrease slightly. The
Council recognise the neced of sewasge dlsposal plante but do not
agree with the elaborate schemes suggested by Consultants which
would cost in the region of £50,000, The grante to Rural Districts
for these schemes often appear to oreate anomalies when we consider
that some Rural Districts in the country have towne of over 10,000
population getting grante for the aschemes aa they are part of a Rural
District, yet in the cese of Bromyard with g population in the region
of 2,000, because it is an Urban Digtrict, it will recelve no
financial aid. With the rate burden getting higher esch year, how
can small areas with high assessmente and low rete income progress?

WOVEABLE DWELLINGS

The one camping elte in the area is frequently used by Falrs and
Clrcuses. The conditions under which these people live, make the
ingpection of thelr asccommodation a pleasure and in my experience the
Health Inspector is weloome, and is looked on, not as an intruder but
as a friend,

It 18 regretted that more touring caravans do not use this site,
a8 the owner 1s willing (if the need arises) to provide up-to-date
amenitlies for these vieitors. Thoe Councll feel that if they could
attract more holiday mekers with caravans, the community as a whole
would beneflt.

PUELIC CLEANSING

The Council undertake the removal of household refuse by direots
labour end since the dutles were taken over a regular collection has
been maintained with a year free from serlous complalnts.

The cleansing of the highwaye within the town le carrlsa out
dally and the street gullles are dieinfeoted after cloansing.

The Public Convenlences are cleansed daily, but I regret to
report that despite the efforts of the Council employees we find

that some persons of both sexes do not have the respect for publlc
property that they ought to have and deface 1inglde walles.

RAG, FLOCK and OTHIR FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1351.

Thére arc no premises requiring reglstration under this Act.

OFFENSIVE TRADES
There are no offensive trades in the Distriet.
PREVENTION OF DAxAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1543
The efforts of your operator produced the following results:-
The approximate kill - at Refuse Tip .. i P o,
Sewera e ; - .. 200

Buginess Premlsea and Private
Houses .. e e i



FACTORIES and WORKSHOPS

Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948

INBPECTIONS
“mq-.""_.,mm"q,m-,__"?wﬁaagégrj_"____hm“"__u_ﬁﬁaﬂar GE_ﬁm_m_“__“-
Premlsesn i. on | Inspeotiona | Written Occuplers
1y et | Reglater ' | nntquE, prosecuted
i ! TR e
(1) Factorles in | ! i |
which Bections i : }
1,2,3,4 and 6 | | |
are to be en- 9 { 30 - ! =
foreced by Local : | |
Authorities. | | |
(11) Factorics not ; |
included in (1) | |
in which Bec. 7 | & - - -
is enforced by the |
Local Authorlty. 1 i
(111) Other Premises in | i
which BSeotion 7 1is| |
enforced by the | i |
Local Authority - - -
(excluding out= . |
workers' premises)
TOTAL 9 30 ; a1 =
CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND
i Humber of naaea _*mnﬂuﬁgg;_;f
dn which defects were fuunﬂ ad _; cases in
Particulars Fnund Rﬂmadieq Referred | which
! Tﬂ' H.M. . B}T H. M. Ipl‘ﬂ:gigtlﬂﬂﬂ
; 'Inapactnrilnupﬁutor- instituted

B e T P -

Want uf cleanlineaa

(8.1.) -

Overcrowiing (8.2)
Unreasonable

temperature {E.3ﬂ 2 |

Inadequate
ventilation (8.4) -

Ineffcotive draln-
age of floors (8.6)

Sanitary Conven- |
lences (8.7)

(a) Insufficient 1
(b) Unsuitable !
or ﬁefectite 2

(c) Not separate
for sexes . -

Other offences
against the Act (not
including offences -
relating to Dutwnrk}
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SANITARY INSPECTIONM OF THE DISTRICT
Informal and Verbal Notices ) e T
Ditto compl ied with 5 e 24
Letters sent out e . ‘s 4
Complainte received .e . s 12
Ditto confirmed . . s 10
Nuisances found v ; e 8
GENERAL BSUMMARY
Total number of Inspections .. . .r 420
Total number of Re-inspections mnﬂa .« 206
DRAINAGE
New Dralnage : i s S i
Repalrs to existing drainage . ik i 6
Smoke, water ete. tests 2 . et e
DWELL ING HOUBSES
Ordinary s s 41
Infectious Diuaaaa and contacts . o 12
Overcrowding i 4 i ' gk 3
REFUSE DISPOSAL
Hw Eina L B L ] L B [ B LN T
Accumulations of Heruaa . 3
Tipe . 52
Redent Guntrul Eurvayu . 26
WATER BUPPLY
Inepection of Bpringa . 12
Gauging . . n . 8
Testing Flow i . 8
Examinations of Haaarvﬂlra . e
MOVEAELE DWELLINGB
Faire eto. . My B s i 4 g
FOOD PREMISES
Dairies, Cafes and Butchers's Shops S
Bekehousss . .s i 5 il 10

2ougHe

Fifteen houses were crected by the Local Authority durilng
the year.

Two houses were erccted by private persons.

The price of the Gregory houses was flxed and the tenders for
roads, sewerg and water mains were in the Quantity Surveyor's hands.

At the end of the year tenders were recelived for a sewage
disposal plant to serve all the Council houses in Ballhurst and
Bannutt Tree Eatate and they are now before the Miniastry for approval.
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INSPECTION CF DWLLLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR:

1 28 (a) Total number of houses inspected for houaing
defects (under Public Health and Housing Acts) 67

(b) Kumber of inepectlons made for the purpose AT |

e Number of houses found not to be in all respecta
flt fD‘I‘ hLiIﬁE.n hﬂhit&tion. s - (Y LI W 16

ACTION UNDER STATUTORY HOTICES DURING THE YEAR:
Proceedings under the Public Health Act:

1. Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
informal notices were served requiring repeirs 26

= Number of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied gfter the service of notlces :-

(a) By Owners i s - ok e 20
(b) By Local Authority S e oo AT

e Y
BAKEHOUSES

The five bakehouses in the area are regularly inspected
and the standard of cleanliness 1ls satisfactory.

ICE CREAL

All ice cream sold in the area 1ls pre-packed and no complaints
have been received.

FOOD MANUFACTURING FREMISES

Difficulties in the past with the trade have now been
overcome and Manufscturera have co-operated excellently to ensure
that the food 1s produced in g hyglenic manner.

PUBLIC HOUSES AUD CATZRING ESTABLISHUENTS

The improvementa reported laat year have continued, but
in one case the cooking facllitles of one establishment still gives
gause for conecern. Interviews with the management brings hope that
durlng the coming year the desired improvements will be carried out
without resorting to formal action.

FOOD FOUND TO BE UNFIT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION & DESTROYED

3 Cwt. Soft Frult s g Decomposed
9 1lbs. Ham G s i Bone Taint

4 tins Imported Ham .. i Punctured Tins

€ly tins Frult, Beans, Boupse etc. Blown, punctured
or rusty tins.












