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8taff of the Puhliq‘Healnh Department

I.F. MACKENZIE, M.D.(Edin), D.P.H.,
D-IT'IMI & Hi'
(Appointed 19th. August, 1952)

L.N. GOULD, M.R.C.8., L.R.C.P., D.P.H.,
(Resigned 19th. August, 1952)

Medical Offlcer of Health.

Sanitary Inspector. A.A. MAXWELL, M.8.I.A., MN.I.P.G.,

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

The Annusl Report for 1952 1is presented herewith. It will be
noted that, on thls occaslon, 1%t has been duplicated in the office
instead of belng printed as hitherto. The cost of printing amounted
to £10. 10. O last year: thils year the report has been produced at
an estimated saving to the rates of £8. 10. 0.

Apart from the odd cases of Meaeles and Whoopling Cough during
the early part of the year, no epldemic of infectious disease
occurred.

Ag our second housing scheme ls making good progress the main
problem, from the publle health point of view, that stlll faces the
Council 1s the provision of up to date sewage disposal plant. The
need has long been recognized by members of the Council. As
preliminary steps have already been taken and contact made with
the appropriate dinigtry, there 1s no point in my making further
reference to the project.

I have been impressed by the friendly co-operative spirlt
existing among officlals and by the confidence which you Mr.

Chairman and the liembers of the Council place in us, your offlcers,
to carry out our dutles consclentiously and lmpartlially.

I.F. WACKENZIE,

Medical Officer of Health.

Public Health Office : 4, Church Street, Leominster,
Telephone lo. Leomlnster 95.
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BECTION A - STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.
—_— mo— ——

Ares (in aoree) . sa Gs s e Tmet U
Population .. i s iid i e % . i 1,652
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1952) according)

to the Rate Books) .. 3

1
Rateable Value .t e . s o e . £9,610
Bum represented by a Penny Rate (estimated) between £39 and £40.

LXTRACT FROW THE VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

a1 e —— ———— e et e - = - s

Total kale Female

LIVE BIRTHS iLagitimata} . B 23 12 11
Illegitimate) .. .. 1 ~ 1
Total .. .e 24 12 12
BTILL BIRTHS ELegitimane} : ; - - -
Illegitimate) . : 1 = 2 3
Total R = 1
DEATHE .. .. e s Dakeoy et 29 16 13
DEATHS FROM PUERPERAL CAUSES Nil
DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER OME
YEAR OF AGE ﬁLegitimate} 2 = 2
Illegitimate) ; N1l

COKPARABLE DATA FOR ENGLAND AND WALES, 1952.
Birth Rate (per 1,000 estimated mid-year home population) 13.5
3

Birth Rate for England and Wales .. sk . . .

Still Birth Rate (per 1,000 estimated mid-year home population) 0.61
5t1ll Birth Rate for England and Wales . . A . 0.35
Death Rate (per 1,000 estimated mid-year home population) 17.6
Death Rate for England and Wales .. =i T % v 11.3
Infant Mortallity Rate Epar 1,000 related live births) B;.E
Infant Mortallty Rate for England and Vales . 1 aa 27.

et el o s L L i e T

Y T

e —— - —— -

CLINICS

Under the County Council and Reglonal Hospital Board schemes
the following clinic facilities are avallable %o resldents in the
digtrict :-

Child Welfare Centre: On alternate Thursdays from 2 to 4 p.m.
at the Church Hall, GSromyard.

Children are referred to the Ear Nose and Throat, Eye,
Paedlatric and Tuberculosis Clinics in Hereford as and when
required.

B
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I am indebted to Mr, A.A. Maxwell, Sanitary Inspector to the
Council for the following statement (Section C to E) furnished
under the Baniltary Ufficers (Outside London) Regulations.
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SECTION C - SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES AKND INSFECTIONS,

WATER SUFPPLY.

The supply from the springe has remained falrly atatic during
the year, desplite the leak in the gravitatlion main.

Cilorination is carrled out at Three Hills before delivery to
the Knapp (100,000 gallons) and Flaggoners Green (40,000 gallons)
Regervolirs.

The Rurgl Dilstrict still have properties obtaining their
supplles from the Urbsn area and it 1s reported that they intend
Joining the Martley Rural District escheme. Whether thls means that
the properties at present getting the supply will automatically
be transferred no informatlon hee been obtained, but in my opinion
the exlsting supply needs more storage capaclilty 1f propertles in
the Furgl Dlstrict want water from the Urban Distrlet. With costs
a8 they are at present, surely the time has come for the parochial
outlook of suthorlties to be forgotten and concentrated action
needed to get not the Urban area but the adjolning Rural District
an adeguate supply.

The work of installing the automatic pumplng machinery is
proceeding.

The samples of the supply which were submitted during the
year were termed to be "Very Satisfactory".

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The progress during the year for a disposal plant was nil,
but in Sherford Btreet a new 6" sewer was lald to replace the
stone drain and no flooding has since occurred,

PUBLIC CLEANSING

A motor refuse lorry was obtalned at the end of the year and
the direct labour acheme results in more efficlent and speedy
collection.

The highways are cleansed daily end the gulleys disinfected
after cleansing.

The Public Convenlences are now free to both sexes and the
bulldings are cleansed dally.

HOVEABLE DYALLINGS

There ls one camping site in the district which 18 mostly
used by Falre and Circuses. The condition of the vans used by
these people made the ilngpections a pleasure as they were so clean
and tidy.

The tourlsts travelllng ln caravans also¢ kept them 1n a
spotless condition, the objectlion of some areae against holiday
caravans le not made in Bromyard. The Council's polloy is to
attract the holidaymaker with the caravan.

RAG, FLOCK and OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1551

There are no premises in the District requirling reglstration
under this Act.
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OFFENSIVE TRADES

No buslnesses of thils type are within the District.
DISINFESTATION OF PREMISES

Two houses were treated for minor infestation of fleas
during the year.

PREVENTION OF DACAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

The efforte of your operator during the year produced the
fol lm.'ing regultse:-

The approximate kill during the year at Refuse Tip - 250;
Sewers - 135; Buslness Premieses and Private Houses - 300,

SMOKE ABATEWENT

A complalint of alleged smoke nulsance wae agaln received
during the year and waes agaln due to neglect on the part of an
employee. Thls was rectlfied immedlately.

The occnditlon of the sewers has agaln caused concern by the
effluent btut 1t ls hoped that when the Forburries Outfall is
treated this will cease.

FACTORIES and WORKSHOPS

Factories Acta, 1937 and 1948
INBPECTIONS

; Number | Number of

Premlees on | TInepections| Written K Occupiers
Reglster inoticaal prosecuted

nx o

= = den e ——r——————

(1) Factorles in | :
which Bectlons ! |
1,2,3,4 and 6 | ! :
are to be en-— : 9 i 28 : -
forced by Local i 5
Authorities. i -

|
|
(11) Factoriee not ' : i !
included in (i) | :
in which 8ee. 7 | - = ; = I =
|
I
]

R

1s enforced by the i
Local Authority. | 5 !

(111) Other Premises in! f f
whileh Bection 7 is i i
enforced by the | ! i
Local Authority - ! - i = -
(exeluding out- | ;
workers' premises) ! ;

TOTAL 1_ 9
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CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

— - e L e

i hﬁu'l.llilﬁﬂi" of cases Humber of
; in which defectes were rounq;_____ cases in
Particulars ! Fnund Remed 1ed Referrad i which

| To H.M. : By H.M, |prosecutions

Ine were
peotor| ingtituted

R e

; ? Inapectnr
i ,,_.-_.f.._.h_._..,__.,.._l SEE T
Want of cleanli- i |
ness (8.1) TR 1 : = 2k =
Overcrowding (s.2) | - | - = " 2
Unreasonable ; i
temperature (8.3) ! | - i | 5 2
Inadequate ! | f
ventilation (8.4) =4 = - = x
Ineffective drain-
age of floors (8.6) - = = = 2
Banitary Conven-—
iences (8.7)

(a) Insufficient L o > = <

(b) Unsuitable
or defective 4 4 =5 = =

(e) Not separate
for sexes - - - - =

Cther offences

againet the Act (not
ineluding offences - - - . | -
rel&ting to Outwork)

e

TOTAL

- ——— e —— ——— e i e e e e e B S e

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT

Informal and Verbal Hotices .. : 72
Ditto complied with . bd
Letters sent out .. a2 i 70
Complaints recelved it a5 - 18
Ditteo confirmed arva . 17
Nulsances found g 8
GENERAL SUMMARY

Total number of Inspections - . 411

Total number of Re-inspections made . 186
DRAINAGE

New Dralnage . e 10

Repalrs to Exlsting Drainag& ] T 16

Smoke, weter ete. tests . i AT 26

Trape provided s e e s 1
DWELLING HOUBES

Ordinary .. o ik S o 58

Infectious Disease and contacts % 6

Overcrowding . .e e i e
SANITARY CONVENIENCES

Water Closets provided . o 2



HEFUSE DISPOBSAL

Wew Bins .. i ok 2
Acoumulations of Refuse i £ 6
Tips oo " e .o . he
Rodent Control Surveys e . 12
WATER
Inspection of Epringa .o aa 12
Gauging ' e . i 1
Testing Flow and Pressure .. - 6
Examination of Reservolrs e o 12
Moveable Dwellings - Faira, eto. .. 10
Disinfection .2 wh i 1
FOOD PREKISES
Dairles, Cafes and Butchers' Shops 72
Bakehouses, eto., Informal lotices 8
SECTION D - HOUSING
@)
No houses were erected by the Local Authority during

the year.
Two houses were erected by Private Persons.

The demand for housing accommodation continues and people
are clamouring for new houses 1ln the area. The Council have
at present slxteen houses under construction and have decided
to erect 55 houses of the "Gregory" type at Bannut Tree Estate.
The cost of bullding 1s etill increasing and one wonders when
will a celling be reached for economic costs.

INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR:

1. (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health and
Housing Aota) .. ok 5 e Gk 58
(b) Number of inspectiona made for the purpose 62 ”1&.

2. Humber of dwelling houses found not to be in all
respects regsonably fit for human habitatilon. 12

ACTION UNDER STATUTORY NOTICES DURING THE YEAR:

Proceedings under the Publlic Health Act:

ulfE Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
informal notlces were served requlring repairs 8

2. Number of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied gfter the service of formal notices:-

(a) By Owners .. i 54 2 . 6
(b) By Local Authority i % i N1l

SECTIUN E — INSPECTION AND SUPERVISIUNW OF FOOD
BAKKHOUSES
There are five bakehouses in the area which are lnspected

at frequent intervals. The standard of cleanliness in all cases
was falrly satisfactory.
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PUBLIC HOUSES AND CATERING ESTABLISHMENTS

The Licensed Premises in the dlstrict have on request improved
where necesgary the sanltary accommodation:and the washing facilities
have been improved. Although all the public houses have not yet
inatalled hot water suppllee 1n the serving espartments, promlses
to have thls put in hand have been mede by the Brewery Companies.

The condltlione of two of the catering establishments were
the subjeot of action during the year. Certain alteratione and

improvements were reguested and where work has not been completed
it is in progress.

ICE CREAM

All 1ce cream scld in the area ls pre-packed and no complaints
have been received.

FOOD MANUFACTURING PREMISES

The Butchers' Ehope ueed for manufdacturing sausage and cooked
meat have received attention during the year and where no facllities
for washing were provided informal notlces were served askling for
this glong wlth struetursl improvements. The trade co-operated
well and all the improvements are now completed.

DAIRIES

During the year ten mllk samples were taken and two failed
to meet the recognized standard of cleanliness.

The bottles at one delry have been the sublect of bacterlologlcal
examinatlon and the results have proved satlsfactory

FOOD FOUND TO BE UNFIT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION & DESTROYED

15 Cwt. (approx.) Soft Fruilt Decomposed

96 Lbs. Ham .. : - : Ditto.
4 tins Imported Gﬂoled Ham » Punetured tins.
6 Chickena .. . i . Decomposed
7 Lbs. Imported Onilons Ditto.

194 tins Bzana, Tomatocs ) Blown, Punctured

Soups, Frult, ete.) . . or rusty tins.
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SECTION F - PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE

e o e e R -

s i i S - R —— e ——

Disease Age of Patient

} = Zpclil £ At A
| | ¥ [ i . | i

| 0-11-2|3-4 5-911u-14{15-24 §5 & | Unknown| TOTAL
i | i

S o R . S . . Bl PR e + e a8

Scarlet Fever i - 1=-11]-= = g =il =
Whooping Cough ; F- R Tk 18! 1 I [N = A - A
Acute Poliomyelitis!

(Hon-Paralytic); - | - | - | - =

HMeasles

o

e —

T
1
I
I
wWoH B e

i
|}
Pneumonis | = 1=1=1=|
Food Polsoning i '
I

B e

FOOD_POISONING O

Three cases of Food Poisoning were notified during the year.
These caseés all occurred in the same household and compriged a
mother and her two children. The organism responsible wae ldentified
as Salmconella typhi-murium. Investigatlion did not reveal the food
causing this lsolated outbreak.

DIPHTHERIA IM{UNISATION

The following flgures are presented through. information
supplied by the County Medical Officer of Health.

Number of children who completed a full course of primary
immunisation and number who received a secondary (reinforecing)

- ilnjection subsequent to primary immunisation at an earlier
age, during the 12 months ended 3lst. Descember, 1952.

"ok a7 il b leosior Nl M C
R R R e e T T injectlions.

| Under 1] 1-4 |5-14 |Totar | ‘MJeCTOmE.

(- Tae {oaa [ 3 || e e nisene

The Registrar General regrets that owlng to a reduction
in the sources of information avallable for estimating local
populations under 15 ycars of age for County Districts, 1% will
no longer be poselble to supply estimates of such populatlons.

Population figures under 15 have been supplled in the pasat
malnly to provide a basls for estimating the proportion of the
child population in the area which had been ilmmunised against
diphtheria. '
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TUBERCULOSIS
At the end of 1952 the Tuberculosis Reglater contained the
names of four malee and four females who normally reside within
the district.

During the year, one new case was notified on acocount of
Pulmonary Tuberculcsis.

During the same period two deaths of persons suffering from
Tuberculosis occurred, and three left the district.

CAUBES OF DEATHE (all ages)

e ——————— —_————— —————

Disease j Males | Females | Total
a —aloa aa
i
1. Tuberculosls, HRespiratory ... o J - I - -
2. Tuberculoels, other ... . B e - ' -
3. Byphilitic disease ... TSy SRR | et S
4. Diphtheria Shats T el | - | = <
5. Whooping Cough S T s : - E 1 ! 1
6. Meningococcal infections ... e i = | . = : -
7+ Acute poliomyslitia - s e = ; = ; -
8. lMeasles e o et e = b R
9. Other infectlve and parasitic dlseases - - ; -
10. Malignant neoplasm, stomach . S 1 ; - | 1
11. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus . el & e
12. Malignant nsoplasm, breast - S - i - ? -
13. Malignant neoplasm, uterus . i R R T e |
14. Other malignant & lymphatic neoplasms | 2 | 1 L m
15. Leukaemla, aleukaemla . T - f = - ' -
16. Diabetes s, e Ko = -
17. Vasocular leslons of nervous system . ] & : 3 6
18. Coronary disease, angina ... i RS R 4 i
19. Hypertension with heart dlsease i | 1 i - 1
20. Other heart disease ... e e S el 2 5
21. Other circulatory disease ... T i ] - -
22, Influenza ‘o “or “te con L = -
23. Pneumonie .o .us uialia . aie e - -
24. Bronchitis ... S Wik e [ e | - 2
25. Other diseases of respiratory systen | i - -
26. Ulcer of stomach and ducdenum e I - - -
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea . I - ; = j =
28. MNephritis and Nephrosis i i L - -
29. Hyperplasia of prostate el s [ - ; -
30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion ... B - ! -
51. Congenital melformations ... i Eali= ol i | 1
32. Other defined and ill-defined diseases | - | - | =
33. DMotor vehicle amccidents S 3 B - | -
34. All other accidents ... b o L v R S
35. Suilecide o= - I -
36. Homlclde and operations of war e l -

- = S e S S A = S

All causes - 29













