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PUBLIC HEALTH STAFE.

Medical Officer of Health :

DAVID G. ANDERSON, M\B., Ch.B., D.P.H.
(Appointed October, 1935).

Area Medical Office, 4, Church Street, Leominster.
(Tel. No.: Leominster g5).

Sanitary Inspector:
JAMES D. BARRS, C.R.S.1L
(Appointed 1912),
Victoria Chambers, Bromyard.

Clerical Stafj—Area Medical Office:
J. J. ADAMS.

DUTIES OF PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF.

The Medical Officer of Health, who is restrieted from private
practice, is Medical Officer of Health for six other County Districts
and Assistant County Medical Officer. In his latter capacity he iz
in clinical charge of the Tuberculosiz Dispensary and the Maternity
and Child Welfare Centre. He also carries out the medical inspection
of the school children at the two public elementary schools and of
the boys at the Grammar School. The greatest possible eo-ordination
between county and distriet work is thus secured. Also there is
continuity between the services for different ages.

The Sanitary Inspector is part-time only, having several other
offices under the Council and 1s not restricted from private work.
Thiz officer is not available on the telephone.

The clerk at the Area Medieal Office is available for both distriet
and county work.

STATISTICS OF THE AREA.
Area—in Acres 213
Population—Census, 1931 ... 1.570
Registrar-General's estimate of resident population, mid-year,

| s : : 1.522
Number of Private Families (Census 1931) ... 415
Number of Inhabited Houses (end of 1937) according to Rate

looks 471
Number of structurally separate dwellings occupied (Census,

1931) . ! 406

Rateabhle Value—£8,271.
. Bum represented by a Penny Rate—£31 9s. 2d.
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Chief Statistics for England and Wales for the year 1937, compared
with those for the Bromyard Urban District.

Hate per 10 Maternal Mort. per
Hate per 1,000 pop.  live birthe, 1,000 total birtha,

Deaths
Dentha, under Puer.
Live Births. all causes. | yr. of age. Sepsia Cithers.
England and Wales 14.9 12.4 58 0.04 217
Bromyvard
Urban Distriet 17.74 *13.14 74 Nil Nil

# The Standardized Death Rate is 10.90.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA.

Staff.—=ee beginning of report.

Laboratory Facilities.

EBacteriological and chemical examinations are made at the County
and City Public Health Laboratory, County Offices, Bath Street,
Hereford. These examinations are carried out free of charge to the
County Districts, which is of great value. All results are communi-
cated both to the private practitioner and the area medical officer
of health so that action may be taken as promptly as possible. Special
examinations, such as virulence tests in Diphtheria are carried out
at Birmingham or Bristol University Laboratories.

The following examinations were made at the County Laboratory
during the year:— s -
Positive. Negative. Total.

For Diphtheria 0 11 11
For Tuberculosizs ... 0 b 5
Other Examinations 1] 1 1

Ambulance Facilities.

There have been no alterations during the year. No complaints
as ta inability to obtain an ambulance have bheen received. There is,
however, no ambulance maintained in either the Urban or Rural
Distriets of Bromyvard.

Nursing in the Home.

Thiz iz earried out as regards non-infections diseaszes by the nurs-
ing association, which employs two nurse-midwives. The area covered
includes a large number of parishes in the rural distriet. The nurses
also assist at the child welfare centre.

There is no provigion for the nursing in the home of cases of
Intect+dus dizease.



Treatment Centres and Clinics.

~ The County Counecil Tuberculosis Dispensary is now held af
Froome Bank. Bromyard, the Medical Officer attending at 11,30 a.m.
on alternate Thursdays. '

The Child Welfare Centre is also at Froome Bank (in other rooms)
and is held on alternate Thursdays from 2 to 4 p.m.

: The Venereal Diseases clinie is at the Publie Assistance Institu-
tion, Hereford.

The nearest Orthopeedic Clinie is at Hereford.

Hospitals.

There are no publie or voluntary hospitals in the district. There
are =ick wards at the Bromyard Public Aszistance Institution near the
town. For most purposes the Hereford and Woreester voluniary
hospitalz are utilised.

The Infectious Disease Hospital 1s at Stretton Sugwas and the
Smallpox Hospital at Bromyard. Both these hospitals are used under
an agreement made with the Hereford Rural Distriet Couneil.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
WaTER SurrLy.

The supply of water during the year was adequate for all purposes.
The whole of the Urban Distriet and 7 houses and 4 farms in the
Rural Distriet are now supplied. Chemical analysis in previous years
had proved satisfactory. In February it was decided to institute a
bacteriological control, samples to be taken every two months, The
first sample was taken on the second of March and proved unsatis-
factory and this was confirmed by further samples, one =ample taken
after a dry spell was satisfactory but subsegquent samplez in wet
weather were again unsatisfactory. The results were reported to the
Couneil and snggestions made as to safeguarding the supply. Samples
taken from the various wells at Buckenhill gave varying results and
chlorination was decided upon. This is still being carried out and
advice has been sought as to a chlorination plant, and guotations have
been obtained and are under consideration.

In all 24 baeteriological and 4 chemiecal analysis were carried out
during the year.

The mains were extended in the Clover Road and at Lower West-
field= a larger main was laid for new housing.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DIsrosarL.

It was stated in the report for 1936 that application had been made
for sanction to a loan. Formal application, however, was delayed and
in October there was a Ministry of Health Inguiry. Subsequently a
consulting engineer was asked to proceed with a scheme and formal
application was made for sanection to the loan.
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(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-head
(1) above) which were inspected and recorded under
the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 ...

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose
(3) Number of dwﬂlmg houses found to be in a =state =0

dangerous or injurions to health as fo be unfit for human
habitation !

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to he in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation

2. Remedy of defeets during the year without service of formal
Notices :—

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in conse-
%ﬁnce of informal action by the Local Authority or their
CEers Ty R

3. Action taken under Statutory Powers during the year:—

(a) Proceedings under Seetions 9, 11 and 16 of the Housing
Act, 1936:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were 1&11{101‘&1:1 ﬁt
after serviee of formal notices:—

(a) By Owners = X
(L) By Loeal Authority in deianlt uf OWNers

{b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defectz to he remedied ...

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices —

(a) By Owners
(b) By Local Autlmmv in de!'au]t nt‘ OWTers
{¢) Proceedings under Section 11 and 13 of Hmmmg Act,
1936 :—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which De-
molition Orders were made 2 :

(2) Number of dwelling-houses rlenmll-,hml in pursuance
of Demolition Orders s ; 5

(d) As to Ministry of Health’s Circular 1630. Proceedings
taken
4. Housing Act, 1936—Overcrowding :—

(a) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at end of the year
(2) Number of families dwelling therein
(3) Number of persons dwelling therin ...

1
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASE.

There were seven eases (other than Tuberculosizs) notified during
the vear, and these are shown in the following table . —

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES (other than Tuberculosis)
during 1937.

CASES NOTIFIED.
All Underd 2 3 4 3 10 13 30 35 45 65 Cases

Disense. ages. | yr. ane a-:1+ te Tl
aver, P a2
Scarlet Fever ... 3 = eteiiE l | [N e y
NEUMONIE s e B ot e e e TRy e | = |
Erysipelas  ..cieee. 1 — — — — — 1 — — o= - — L
7| e ] P L e sl e T | 1 1 = 2 | 2 1

Scarlet Fever.

The three eases were sporadie and all had heen to areas in which
Searlet Fever was oceurring.

Influenza.

~In common with the rest of the country there was an epidemic of
this disease in the early part of the vear.

ISOLATION HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION.

During 1937 two cases from the Distriet were admitted to the
Credenhill Isolation Hospital under the agreement. No cases have
heen refused admission but, on oceasion we have had to wait while it
was ascertained whether there was a vacant hed,

The present arrangement iz that the Hospital iz owned and worked
by the Hereford Rural District, which also rents the old Bromvard
Isolation Hospital as a Smallpox Hospital, The Urban and Rural
Districts of Bromyard retain between them four beds. The retaining
fee iz £15 per hed. The Counecil is only entitled to have the
number of patients in hospital for which beds are retained.
The only two diseases other than Smallpox in the agreement are
Searlet Fever and Diphtheria, moreover they must not be complicated
on admiz=zion by either having been in contact with or, even more
important, by being aectual sufferers from =ome other infectious
disease.  The hospital anthorities have always, but, as an aect of
grace, taken in other infections such as Typhoid Fever., Cerebro-
Spinal Fever, and the like. They have, also, not insisted on the
number of patients being limited and as many as six cases have been
in hospital from one Distriet at one time. No attempt has been made
to obtain extra payvment for these cases, maintenance charges being
the same as for those ecases covered hy the retaining fee.

The facts are quite definite as regards the present arrangements.

(a) The number of beds available under the agreement for eacl
authority iz inadequate.






HEALTH EDUCATION.

Talks are given by the Medical Officer of Health at elubs, Women’s
Institutes, ete., on request.

PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS.

The County Counecil carry out all the work under this heading.
Your Medical Officer of Health as Assistant County Medical Officer
arranges for the treatment of cases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum,

In the Annual Report for 1936 it was advised that hospital accom-
modation for cases of infectious disease other than Diphtheria or
Scarlet Fever was required and thizs would apply to cases where
complications involving the eyes arose.

e The cazes of Ophthalmia Neonatorum dealt with are summarised
elow.

CASES, Tatal
Motified. Treated, Vision Vision Blind-
At home.  In hospital.  unimpaired.  impaired. ness, Deaths.
Ml — = — e — e

CAUSES OF DEATH, 1937.

M. F.
1. Tuberculosis of Respiratory System (9) ... G = I
2. Syphilis {(I1) ... 1 --
3. Cancer, Malignant Disease (13) 5 2
4. Heart Dizease (16) s 2 3
5. Other Circulatory Diseazes (18) ... 1 1
6. Pneumonia (all forms) (20) ... = . 1 —
7. Other Diseases of the Liver, ete. (26) — 1
8 Acute and Chroniec Nephritiz (28) ... 1 -
9. Congential Debility. Premature Birth, Malformations,
ete. (31) [T
Total 20 12 8

_—

(The figures in brackets refer to the Registrar-General’s Short List).

INFANT MORTALITY.

There were two deaths of infants under one year of age. both
legitimate and both males. One aged 6 days from cerebral hemorrhage
following a difficult labour, and one aged 5 weeks due to marasmus.

BYELAWS ADOPTED DURING THE YEAR.

The Bvelaws with relation to New Buildings were adopted during
the year and are now in force. No byelaws regarding these have
been in force for some years. The series adopted was the model
skeleton form and more comprehensive byelaws will have to be
considered.
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