[Report 1970] / Medical Officer of Health, Bromyard R.D.C.

Contributors

Bromyard (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1970

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/pr2gnwfm

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

BROMYARD FRURAL DISTRICT

Herefordshire

Joint
ANNUAL EREPORT
of the
Medical Officer of Health
and of the
Public Health Inspector

for the year 1970



s —

<os s PIEDIOIODVE

(1T

EEr———




BROMYARD RURAL DISTRICT

Herefordshire

Joint
ANNUDAL REPFORT
of the
Medical Officer of Health
and of the
Public Health Inspector
for the year 1970

- e . e o P



Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2017 with funding from
Wellcome Library

https://archive.org/details/b28959450



MEMEERS OF THE COUNCIL
{is at 31st December 1570)

D.H. EVANS (Chairman of the Council)es ++ s+ s+ EBromyard
Mrs. A.M. ROBINSON (Vice-Chairman of the Council) .. Linton

J.T. ARNGTT i n ele e ata e . e Stoke Lacy

Major M.A. BELLVILLE (Chairmen of the Health and Tzdstone
Development Committee) .. .. Delamere

Mrs. J.M. BIBBINGS .. .. & 2s¢ ¢+ s+ a+ Cradley

G.J. BOWLER et L R S sy e Bl EhopE Frome

RIGI BR;LI]T-IET L] - LR LN LN ) - L] L cr&dlﬁ':]"
V.L. ERIGDEH - - & & [ (] (] - w - Cradlf!}"

JI-FI CGIITGH - - e - & LI L] L - L FElt'Dn
llqu.ﬂl ﬂGx - & & - - & w LR - - I'Iﬂ'l‘tﬂ'rl
F.C,L.. ESSENHIGH e P e . s . «+ Brockhampton

O.H.M. HERFORD .. "o “e ‘e .o e - «s Bredenbury
H.C.C, HODGES .. e P e " " . . Avenbury
A.L. JAMES .0 .0 o5 s el am .o oo e+ Whitbourne
J. JAMES .. - — i 25 i = v i Bromyard

S. MEREDITH aar e wa s e mE ome oas 0 owe Oole Pychard

Commander E.A. NICHOLSON .. Ha o i i e« Bdvin Loach,
Saltmarshe and
Tedstone Wafre

W.D. PORTER o ~o i e e e e s ficton Beauchamp
Mrs. E.C. POWELL S A s B e A

J.5L. POWELL e e “a i v s .o ++ Edwyn Ralph
T.I. POYNER e e R RS e e OLInipawicle

T'l L‘ll RIGI'LI]'-R-DS LR W - 8 L LN - & L - S‘tanfa'r‘d EiﬂhﬂP

GI"‘LI RﬂPER L L ] & & L ] - & & & L ] L e IIthbUIF With
Hampton Charles

Hiﬁﬁ H! SI-EPIERD - - - - L] - L mlit'bﬂ.ul-na
DHJ'E' SK.‘IRH - L - - - L L L] L Upper Sapey
D-Jl THCHJE - - - - - - L - - . Pencgmhe Hith

Grendon Warren
REECVECE toe - ae Es | we | e we ew s oms O Brosyayd
Mrs. E.M. WALDRON - s s . . . .a »s Much Cowarns
J.H. WALLER (Vice-Chairman of the Health and

Development Committee) es s Winslow
RE? L] lel HJ.ILTGH L L] - - L L] L BiSh‘:‘P‘E FI‘QELB
B-Hp H“iERﬁ ] - - " # & L L] - . Cr"ﬂdlﬂﬁr

J*R. HIEKIIIS o - @ - & - K] L Erﬁﬂw-ﬂl‘d

Clerk of the Council .. MA.C. BISHOP






To the Chairman and Members of the Bromyard Rural District
Council.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report for
the year 1970, together with the report of the Public Health
Inspector.

The statistical section gives rise to no comment,
other than the fact that this district appears to have a totally
different experience of measles from the rest of North Here-
fordshire. Over the past 5 years the district has not suffered
severely in the three epidemic. years of 1966-7-8, but this year
has been almost the sole contributor to the total (page 8).
Presumably the infections arose from different sources - possibly
Worcester and Malvern.

I am grateful to HMr. Worsdall for his full and interesting
account of the sanitary conditions of the area, which forms the main
body of the report.

G,D.K. NEEDHAM

Medical Officer of Health

e e e

G.D.K. NEEDHAM, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.F., D.P.H.,
Medical Officer of Health,
Westfield Walk,
LECHINSTER.

(Telephone: Leominster 2049)

N.E. WORSDALL, M.R.5.H.,
Surveyor and Public Health Inspector,
tIiRtH-r GIM‘IHG!. i'{-l-_‘LIPiHIIl-‘ cerslHij

Deputy Surveyor and Deputy Public Health Inspector,
(Appointed from 1st March 1970)

Couneil Offices,

BROMYARD,

(Telephone: Bromyard 2341)

Clerk to the Medical Officer of Health: OC.A. PREECE
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STATISTICS AND VITAL STATTETICS OF THE APEA

Ares (RN BEROSY.  aw | ed . As. . EE R e
Estimated mid=year home population . e
Average number of persons per acre - .e
Number of inhabited houses .. s - -
Average number of inhabited houses per acre

Average number of persons per house .. .o
Eateable value ‘e . P i . .e
Sum represented by a Penny Rate .. s .e

LIVE AND STILL BIRTHS

Live Births

asi - BLSEY
ve 8,560
.o 0.14
. 2,950
‘e .05
. 2.9
e £227,18

.. £2,034

Hales Females Total

Lepitimate 5l 56 110

Illegitimate 2 4 &

56 &0 116

Live Birth Rate per 1,000 estimated mid=year home population:
Comparability factor: 1.14 1970 1969 1968 1967 1966
Bromyard R.D. (Crud:) 13.6 14,2 12,3 17.1 13.6
» " (Adjusted) 15.5 16,2 14.0 20.1 14,0
England and Wales 16.0 16,3 16.9 17.2 17.7

Illepitinnte Live Births

Per cent of total live births:

Bromyard R.D. ae Dl
England and Wales .. 8.0

5till Births

Hales

legitimate 2
Tllegitimate -

S5till Birth Rate per 1,000 total live and still

1970 1969 1968

Bromyard R.D. 17.0 8.0 18.5
England and Yales 13.0 13.0 14.3

Females Total

al 2

births:

1967 1966

13.4 33,1
14,8 15.3

it is not possible to include the old U.D. figures in the
adjusted birth rates for the years 1956 and 1967.



(5)

IHNFANT DEATH RATES

Early Meonatal Mortality

Deaths of Infants under 1 week old

Males Females Total

Legitimate 1 - 1
Illegitimate - - -

Early Neonatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births:

Bromyard R.D. s GalD
England and Woles .. 11.0

Neonntal Mortality

Deaths of Infants under 4 wecks old

Males Females Total

Legitimate i1 - 1
Illegitimate - - =

Neonatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 liwve births:

Bromyard R.D. +e 9.0
England and Wales .. 12.0

Perinatal Mortality

5till Births and Deaths of Infants under 1 week old

Males Females Total

Legitinmate 2 1 3
Illegitimate - - -

Perinatal Hortality Rate per 1,000 live and still births:

Bromyard R.D. va 250
England and Wales .. 23.0

Infant Mortality

Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age

Hales Females Total

Legitimate 1 - 1
Illegitimate - - -
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Infant Mertality Rate per 1,000 related live births:

1970 1969 19568 1967 1966
(Totnl 9.0 33.0 9,4 6.8 4.2
Bromyard R.D, (Legitimate 9.0 3.0 9.8 7.5 28,0
(Illegitimate Mil Hil Mil Nil 100,0
England and Wales (Total 18.0 18.0 18,5 18.3 19,0
MATERNAL MORTALITY
Total number of Maternal Deaths .. @il

Haternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live and still births:

Bromyard R.D.
England and Wales

DEATHS

Nil

L

Males Females Total

Total nunber of deaths from all couses: 65 63 123
Death Rate per 1,000 estimated mid-year honme population:
Ceomparability factor: 0.75 1970 1969 1968 1967 1966
Bromyard R.D. (Crude) 15.0 12,7 14.3 9,9 15,6
s i " (Adjusted) 11.3 10,0 9.6 8.7 1.0
England and Wales 11.7 11.% 11,9 11.2 11.7
Males TFemales Total
Totnl deaths from Malignant Disease: 11 18 29

Cancer Death Rate per 1,000 estimated mid-year hone population:
1969 1968 1967 1966

2.22 2,90 1.75 3,38
2.35 2,27 2.27 2.25

1970

Bromyard R.D. 3.39
L

England and Wales

Cardio-Vascular Discase

Males Fenmales Total

Total deaths from Cardio-Vascular Disease: 30 22 52
Cardio-Vaseular Disease Death Rate per 1,000 estimated mid-year home
ponulation:

1970 1969 1968 1967 1966
Bromyard R.D. 6.07 6.07 7.66 5.50 7.3
England and Wales " 6,001 6.06 5.77 5.97

it is not possible to inciude the old U.D. figures in the adjusted
death rates for the years 1966 and 1967,

figures not yet available,
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Respiratory Disease (excluding Tuberculosis)

Males Females Total

Total deaths from Respiratory Disease: 11 13 2b
Respiratory Disease Death Rate per 1,000 estimated mid=year hone
population:
1970 1969 1968 1967 1966
EBromyard R.D. 2080 1.5 2.10 0,70 1,65
England and Wales - 1.77 1.75 1.37 1.60

*figure not yet available

CAUSES OF DEATH (=11 ages)

Malez Females Total

Malipnont neoplasm, buccal cavity ete.
Malignant neoplasn, cesophagus
Molignant necplasm, stomach
Malignant neoplasm, intestine
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus
Malignant neoplasm, breast

Molignant neoplasr, uterus

Malignant neoplasm, prostate

Other malignant neoplasms

Diabates mellitus

Avitanminoses, ete.

Anaenias

Mental disorders

Meningitis

Other diseases of nervous syston
Chronic rhoumatic heart disease
Hypertensive disease

Ischaemic heart disease

Other forms of heart disease
Cerebrovascular disease

Other disenses of circulatory system
Influenzo

Prneumonia

Bronchitis and emphysema

Other disencses of respiratory ststem
Peptic ulcer

Intestinal obstruction and hernia
Dther dissases of digestive systenm
Other diseases, genito-urinary system
Diseases of musculo-skeletal system
Birth injury, difficult labour, etc.
Symptoms and i1l defined conditions
Motor vehicle accidents

All other accidents

(RS VS

I |

=t

HA ] =] DA O =3 0 =
Il FE=DFROWHG R R REEO WA

[l

=
Uﬂ*rbih‘klk*k-kﬂk*h:ﬁnﬂknxnchﬂhﬂﬁudhr#ﬂArulu|~|dESIdrdouru1nrn:H

LR o S |

o
.
T
Wl
i
o2




(8)

ROTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISBASE

Bromyord Rural District

1

Dicanse | 1970 1969 | 1968 | 1967 , 2966
Whooping Cough I a) =l 2 &1 a3
Measles .t g | 22 : 29 | 90 3k
Scarlet Fever | &3 &8¢ 1} 241 1
ficute Encephalitis: j | ! i E
Post-Infectious | - E = 5 1 E - i -
+ Infective Jaundice ! 30 = E - ; - =
Heningococcal Infection E 2 i b | 1 j -
Dysentery - T -
Food Foisoning b o=l af af =l a
Tuberculosis: E ; i
Pulmonsryr E - : - 2 ; 1
Nor-Pulnonary F aj ab a2l =l =
NHorth Herefordshire
Whooping Cough P = i L ; 18 | 47 i 37
lMeasles 146 | 35 | 526 @ Z4 | 2;
Searlet Fever | 10 | sl 1! 1!l o2
Acubte Encephalitis: ! : ! ! E
Infective . - - - i = 2
Fost-Infectious ! - g - ? 1t - i =
+ Infective Jaundice i 0106 8 -~ P -
Meningocoeeal Infection d 2| =) =i 2l =
Dysentery I 24 2! 17! 285 | 9
Food Peisoning | 18| 9| 6] 0| 9
Tubersuleosis: I | 5 i i
Fulmonary i 3 J 0 S | i 3 f i
Hon=Fulmonary i 1t 2] 3 2§ ¥
i

+ Notifisblz frem 15,56.68,
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFIED IN NORTH mﬂmﬁ%ﬁmﬁmmmmm DURING THE YEAR 1970,

-

nzhmb July

Disease | Jan. m.m?w =E,._ ;E.m 33__“ _ fug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. Dec.;  TOTAL
i i H
H . | i i
Measles - Bl - = m -1 23 _ 34 & % 6 |17 | 146
Scarlet Fever - 1 - - _ T = _ = - - - 2 10
Infective Jaundice - 2 L 1 w L h - X i § - - 10
Meningococcal Infection - m - 2 _ - w - | - “ - - A - - - 2
Dysentery i W - L - W S 1 - 1 = - - =
Food Poisoning - - - W - A - n - w 5 m - - L 7 - 16
Tuberculosis: | w | | w m | _
Pulmonary = m - m 1 # 1 = ‘ = m q. £ il = e = =
Non-Pulmone ry a8 m = “ = m = _ = _ _ = = w - - - h 1L
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COMPARATIVE CASE RATES TOR CERTAIN INFECTIOUS DISE.SES

=

{ liorth Here- Enmland
Diseas I
= ‘ fordshire & Wales
Measles i .05 .17
Searlet Fever ] 0.28 .27
Infective Jaundice | 0,28 0. 04
Meningoeoceal Infection i 005 005
Dysentery ! 05 0.22
Food Poisonine ! 0.43 , 0,15
Tuberevnlosis: i i
Pulmonary | 0,08 ; 0,19
Non-Pulmonary : 0.03 : 0,05
TUBERCULOSIS
Pulmonary i Hon-Pulnonary

Hales Females | Males iFemales

Number on Register at
31st Decenber, 1969.

lew coses notified
Hoved into district
Recovered

Humber on Begister at
Zlst December, 1970,

i
i
i
1
t
I
|
|
i
!
i
I
H

17

1
ol

17

=

20
1

2l

R L e

toar | orsrioncions | on Repioras | et | Recovertee
| | -

1966 | 1 '; St - g

1967 2 L b9 X | B

1968 ; 1 } 49 b o "

1969 .I - | &9 I -

1970 | 2 g = B3
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RUBELLA (GERMAN MEASLES) VACCINATION

Vacecination against Rubella is available to all girls
of 13 years of age and is available through their general
practitioner or the County Council School Health Service.

Of the 46 girls in the age group in 1970 attending
Bromyard Q.E. School, 33 replied to the cireular offering
vaccination through the school health service, and 13 did
not. Of this 33, 22 were vaccinated and of the remainder
3 were done later, 2 left school, 5 had had rubella and
one refused vaccination,

NATTONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, Section 47
NATIONAL ASSISTIANCE (Amendment) hct, 1951

Action was talten in one case during the year for the
removal of an elderly lady teo hospital under a magistraté's
order. ifter a stay in hospital she was able to move to
a warden supervised dwelling, where she is still maintaining
herself.
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FUBLIC HEALTH INSPTCTOR'S SECTION OF REPORT

L
el

The proposals for the reorganisation of loecal government
may have cast a shadsw over many small authorities' ideas for
the future, and dimsesd individuality. Howecver this has not
prevented continued keen interest and enthvusiasm by Bromyard R.D.
councillors and their officers and staff, with all asvects of
environmental healil, administration.

PRIVATE HOUSTIG TEVETOPMENT

In the field of private housing development for the
Brooyard town area, only small 'infill' has been possible
elthough the private esiate development at lHighwell Meadow
made fair progross, and this scheme should be completed by
the antumn of 1571.

It is interesting to note that the medernisation of
existing properties (referred to later in this report) has a
bearing on private enterprice dewvelopment. Many potential
house owners prefer to purchase existing older type property,
utilise the financial improvement grant and thereby obtain
living asecommodation, generally up to Parker Morris standards
on completion of alterations and improvements. This, coupled
with the difficulty of finding sites likely to receive planning
approval, tends to restrict new residential development to a
certain degree.

The potential development in the nerthern (Winslow)
oo of Bronyard remains in sbeyance pending the constructien
of the new sewerage scheme for the town and the completing
of planning considerations. Every endeavour is being made to
expedite all the necegsary ninisterdial procedure in order that
this essentinl and important improwvement may be implemented
at the earliest possible dnte.

In the rural area, final planning approval was granted
for the development of a large priwvate estate in the parish
of Cradley, This scheme is ambitious, involving improved
road access combined with attractive landscaping. The
estate drainage system is linked to the village sewerage
scheme completed severml years ago. It is thought that
construction work for this estaote will start in the Spring
of 1971, and in view of the resources of the large and well-
known national centractors, the projeet should be conpleted
by 1972,

In the parish of Whitbourne it is envisaged that
advantage will be taken by private eaterprise of the new
sewerage scheme which will serve the mnin nucleous of the
village., Engineering construction works started in May 1970
and antailed considerable time and effort by my Deputy on
supervision. During construction, land scheduled for
development received full consideration by the inclusion of
laterals to serve those sites within reach of the sewers.

It is hoped that this foresight will encourage future
drainapge connections te individunl new proverties and possibly
small private estates.

The figure for the twelve months of 1970 for private
dwellings completed within the rural district was 23, with a
further 73 under construction at the end of the yeoar. Because
of the Cradley private estate development and the Whitbourns
anticipated development, thesas figures should read considerably
higher next year.
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MISCELLANECUS DEVELOFPMENT

Perhaps the "highlight" for Bromyard town and environs
wos the opening of the new car park in Cruxwell Street with
its modern attractively designed electric lighting standards.
The car park affords accommodation for nearly eighty vehicles
and a small bay for motor cycles. Included in the car park
iz a2 modern teilet block and garden area with publiec notice
board: the landscaping features giving a pleasant completion
to the area. Altogether the park =erves this section of the
town admirably by helping to keep cars off the streets,
improving the lighting and eliminating a more or less untidy
waste ground. The project is undoubtedly an envirommental
amenity of no mean proportion.

The success of this venture hns pronmpted considerablo
thought by Councilleors about the possibility of another ecar’ park
to serve the other end of the town, perhaps incorporating
another toilet block., It is felt that the next park would be
for lorries as well as cars.

T am =ure the Council is indebted to considerable woluntary
effort by various people for beautifying other areas of Bromyard.

RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

As the year under review was "Conservation Year" emphasis
has been directed towards providing holiday and lsisure aomenities
at suitable sites within the district. The potential of the
natural open land areas at Bringsty and at Bromyard Downs has been
explored to the full with an eye to accommodating visitors from
many areas, On the initiative of distriet Councillors and Officers
and with the cooperation of the Planning Department, Manorial
Court and other interested organisations, it is hoped that the
near future will see agreement on the establishment of a country
park, picnic area, caravan club site, and possibly a golf course.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

All awvailable plots on the Station and Three Mills Trading
Estates in Bromyard have been sold and the factory buildings are
either in operation or in the course of erection.

Efforts continued to obtain more land which the planning
authority would consider for industrial development, but unfor-
tunately by the year end it appeared that agreement on purchase
price may not be possible and by this time there was already
thought being given to the question of compulsory purchase.

The establishment of small industries in a sparsely
populated area such as Bromyard is by no means easy and apart
from the natural reluctance of developers to move from more
heavily populated areas, it did seem that the high interest
rates and the lack of growth within the national economy was
making the project that much more difficult.

PUBLICALLY CWNED HOUSING

The three estates for elderly persons at Kirkham Garden,
Bromyard, at Holme Qaks, Ocle Pychard, and at The Leys, Cradley,
provide a very necessary need in this day and age when the
population is living much longer.
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FUBLICALLY OWNED HOU2ING (Continued)

The smooth and efficient day to day running of these
modern small cummunity centres is due to excellent cooperation
of the wardens, residents and officers concerned with admini-
stration: this work nocessitates much time and patience by
your housing officer and eclerical assistants.

Apart from the general administrative work entailed
with the supervision of maintenance and repair, some time
has to be allocated to assess applicants for accommedation
from substandard property. Difficulty is often experienced
in persuading people to move to healthy comfortable and
congenial surroundings. They feel they may be divorced from
their home village and life-long friendships, not realising
that these bungalows and flats provide good company and community
rooms, and at Bromyard and Cradley, shops, meeting halls etec.,
within sasy reach.

GENERAL BUILDING FROGRAMME

The Building and Works Committee have been active
determining the type of dwellings to be provided at Whitbourne
and at Quarry Meadow, Bromyard. It is hoped that building will
start in the parish of Whitbourne in 1971, when the sewerage
scheme will have been commissioned.

The Committee have also kept in mind the desirability of

acquiring land at Bishops Frome and Ullingswick for housing, and
in addition, possible industrdial development in the former parish.

IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

Statistics for the years 1969 and 1970:

(a) Discretionary Grants 1969 1970

No, of houses in respect of which applications
wore made: 10 s

Outstanding at December 1969 (1968) 2 b

Wo. of houses in respect of which grants were offered: & 29

No. of houses in respect of which applications were
outstanding at December 1970 (1965) & &

Grants withdrawn or refused: e 3

Total grant offered in respect of above works: £5,548 £22,202

(k) Standard Grants

Wo. of houses in respect of which applications
were made: k1 30

llo. of applications ocutstanding at Dec. 1969 (1968) |

No. of houses in respect of which applications
were approved: 36 32

[1V]

No, of houses in respect of which applications
were withdrawn or refused: 2 Nl

Total wvalue of grants paid during the year: £5,271 £5,957
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IMPROVEMENT GRANTS (Continued)

Singe the enactment of the Housing Act 1969, which increased
the amount and scope of improvement grants, it will be seen from
the comparable figures given that the ratio of applications has
reversed as between standard and discretionary grants for 1969
and 1970, In 1969 the number of applications approved for
standard grants was much higher whereas for 1970 the discretionary
grants approved were approximately threc times for those in 1969,

This interesting variation is due to the monetary gain by
which the owner is helped to reach Parker-Morris standards of
housing, the target set by the Act. Also the efforts at both
national and local level to inform the general public of this
grant aid appears to be proving more successful. However,
considerable time both in the office and on the site has to be
given to clarifying legislation for owners, potential owners,
and architects. This aspect of environmental health work is
most rewarding.

I should like to pay tribute to the valuable assistance
given by the Improvement Grant Sub-committee to the officers
who implement this legislation. It is time consuming but
important work, which enables many units of accommodation to
remain in occupation when otherwise they might fall into disuse.

The Bromyard Council is very much in favour with this
aspect of housing, and is carrying out the Ministry's wish that
standard grants should only be encouraged where dwellings are
reasonably fit and the deficiences in the houses are limited to
the basic amenities.

WATER SUPPLY

Details of connections to properties at 3lst December
1970 are:

Bromyard 260 Moreton Jeffries 1
Acton Beauchamp 27 Norton a8
Avenbury 36 Ocle Pychard &7
Bredonbury 11 Penconbe 3k
Brockhampton 5 Saltmarshe 1
Collington b Upper Sapey L1
Little Cowarne 16 Stanford Bishop 24
Much Cowarne 52 Stoke Lacy 33
Cradley 336 Tedstone Delamere 24
Edvin Loach 1 Tedstone Wafre 16
Edwyn Ralph b2 Thornbury 3
Evesbatch 1h Ullingswick b
Bishops Frome 129 Wacton 9
Grendon Eishop 3zl Whitbourne 113
Linton 78 Winslow 85

Wolferlow 10

Total: 2,104
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WATER SUFPLY (Continued)

Spot checks for bactericlogical examination of water
supplies have been carried out periodically, and on request
by owners and occcupiers, The general standord of main
supplies has been highly satisfactory. When wells have been
reported as unfit immediate negotiations have taken place with
the person concerned to pget connection to the mains supply.
Where this is not possible as with isolated dwellings, invest-
igations have often to be carried out to trace the source of
pollution and possible methods of prevention.

It is to be hoped that in the very near future the
whole of the main living area of the rural district will be
gerved by trunk mains. During the year the Ullingswick water
scheme and the Sparrington council homse area conversion scheme
were finally completed.

PUELIC SWIMMING BATHS

Thers are no public swimming baths within the rural
district. Plans are already formulating for a youth centre
and swimming pool; an effort in which local organisations
are taking a leading role.

PRIVATE SWIMMING POOLS

The school swimming pools within the area were sampled
regularly during the summer season and on every occasion the
boactericlogical examination proved to be satisfactory.

i credit to the school management,

SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Supervision of the operation and maintenance of sewage
disposal works both for populous villages and council house
sites occupies considerable time, and frequent sampling is
necessary to check agoninst River Board standerds of effluent.

The sewerapge scheme for the parish of Linton which was
completed this year enabled the mojority of houses within the
Linton area, including the council houses, to connect to the
system. The Bromyard Hospital replanned drainage system was
completed this year and connected to the main sewer,

At Whitbourne, the major part of the sewerage scheme was
completed towards the end of the year. It is hoped that by the
Spring or mid-sumpmer the works will be in operation.

By coocperation and persuasion it is also hoped that owners of
the majority of properties in the ares of the scheme will
connect to the sewer and do away with septic tank systens,
which in some ¢ases are inadequate. The new Council housing
estate will be coupled to the new sewers and the existing
ectate septic tank remowved.
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SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISFPOSAL (Continued)

Negotiations for the purchase of land for sewage disposal
at Bredenbury continued against the background of a reluctant
seller.

At Pencombe, instructions have now been given to the
Consulting Engineers to prepare the scheme for tender, and
negotiations for the purchase of the land for the works and
the accoess were completed.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

Bural area

The fortnightly paper sack collection for all parishes
within the rural area continues to be sotisfacteory. Approximately
98% of the properties receive this service.

Town area - Bromyard

The weekly collection for the town is mainly from metal
dustbins, but a start has been made to convert to paper sack
collection on Council estates.

The present refuse wvehicle has reached the end of its
life, having giver nine years service. . replacement will be
necessary for 1971.

Disposal

Tipping is carried out at two points (one at Warren Wood
and the other at Edwyn Ralph). As far as possible, care is taken
to prevent rat infestation and nuisance from fly breeding.
Efficient gates and fencing are provided to prevent stock gaining
access to the tip with possible injury to animals, and also to
try to prevent unauthorised entry.

CaRaval SITES

There are a few individual sites licensed in the area but
apart from this, attention 1ls concentrated on two large holiday
caravan sites, one in Bromyard and the other at Saltmarshe, about
two miles distant. The amenities provided at both of these sites
are first class, and the management exemplary. No complaints
were received during the year regarding supervision or maintenance,
and standards and conditions found on inspection were highly
satisfactory.

FOOD THSFECTIOR, ETC.

Food and Drugs Act

Humber of food shops! 3
Complying with Regulation 16: 53
To which Regulation 19 applies: 12
Complying with Regulation 19: 12

Number of Public Houses: 55
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FOOD TNSPECTTION, ETC. {(Continued)

Slonghter of Animnls Aot

Number of licensed slaughterhouses
in distriet: il

Number of licensed slaughtermen: 6

Foultry Premises: nil

FACTORIES ACTS

Inspections
i Mugibay | thumber of
i an { i
o, | Inspections | Written  Occupiers
Sagisver | . Notices . Prosecuted
| 1 !
(1) Factories in !
which See.l,2,3, | | !
b &6 are to be i ; i ;
enforced by L., Wil | = | = | =
{2} Factories not i £
included in (1) : , i |
in which Sec. 7 E ! ! |
is enforced by L.i. | 21 | 7 i - I -
|
(3) Other Premises ' ! ; !
in which Sec.7? is | ; |
enforeed by L.A. : ! i ’
{excluding out- i ’ : ;
workers! premises) Nil : - L = -
Cases in which defects were found: Hil
Outwork (Secs. 133 and 134%): 2 |

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES iCT, 1963

(a) Registrotions and general inspections

Number of registered MNumber of Registered

premises at the end premises receiving

of the yaar, general inspection
during the year.

Offices g 7

Retail shops 30 2k

Catering establishments
opan to the Publie,
cantesns 11 11
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OFFICES, SEOBS AND RAILMAY PREMISES ACT, 1963 (Continued)

(b) Analysis of contraventions

Section 4 Cleanliness 2
Ir 9 Sanitary conveniences il
" 10 Washing facilities 1

There were no other contraventions.

FOOD HYGIENE REGULATICHS

Food surrenderod or condemned

Cooked meat and meat products 28 1b.
Canned meats 66 1b.
Other canned foods e 1b.

Frozen foods dus to cabinet
breakdown & cwt. 10 1b.
Other foods 2 1b.

Total: 5 ewt. 26 1b

RODENT CONTROL

The contract scheme run by the joint authorities still
operates successfully.
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