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To the Chalmman and lembers of the Bromyard Rural
District Council

Mr. Chairman, Ladles and Gentlemen,

I have nleasure in n»resenting my Annuval Repord
for 1961, together with the report of the Public Health
Inanector.

Vitsl Statisoties

As in previous years, the birth rate was sub-
etantially above average. The Death Rate was higher
than of late, with speeific increases in the rates of
death from Cancer and heart dlsease.

Infectlous Dlseases

Nothing of especizl note occurred during the
rear.

Housing

The Councll's poliey of supplementving their
house building by buring old houses contlnues, as
lir. Woradgll has polnted out in his section of the
report. The Council now owns six such houses and
eachh 1s serving a very useful purposc.

While the first house was bought to provide
adequate accommodation for a grossly overcrowded
large near-proolem Tamily, subsecduent houscs have not
been bought so much with a definite tenant in view as
with the aim of uweing empty liouses to the beast advantage.

Thiese houses provide a simple but acceptable
s8tandard of comfort without the necessity of becoming
part of a wodéern estate, and so relieve tenante of
limited means and aspirations of the necessity of
attempting to reach a standard which they cannot
attain. The tenants in these cases have come from
gelther dllapidated hutes and vans, or condemned property
of a standard so low as t™muily not to be fit for pigs.

I Zope the Councll will continue in this course,
and that other councile will follow in thelr footsteps.

I would like to thank 2r. Worsdall for
completing much of this report, and for his help in the
past rear.

G.D.K. NEEDHAIL

e@lical Officer of Heslth
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STATISTICS AND VITAL STATISTICS OF THE AREA

Avea (in acres) g ? AR 1 L )
Estimated nmid-year home popul&tinn i , 160
Avergge number of persong per acre .u L1
Humber of inhabited houses .. i 2,286
Average number of inhabited houses pcr acre .. 04
Average number of perSuns per house i i 2.97
Rateable Value vh e e 233,092
Sum represcnted by a Penny Haue o G o b e ed.

LIVE AND STILI BIRTHS
Live Births

lales Females Total

Legltimate Wi h5 55 110
Illegitimate .. e 3

-
-
-

b5 5a 113

Live Birth Rate per 1,000 estimated mid-year home population:

196). 1960 1959 1958 1957

Brcm?ard R.D. {Grude] 16.7 17.7 13.5 16.4 16.8
: . Adjusted) 18.7 19.8 12.1 18.2 18.8
England and Wales 17.4 i7.1 16.4 16.1

Illegitimate Live Births

FPar gent of total live births:

Bromyard R.D. PR P
England and Wales .. figure not vet
avallable

3till Births

Males Females Total

Legltimate - il 1l
Illegltinate - - —

Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total live and still births:
1961 1960 1959 1958 1957

Bromyard R.D. - 8.8 14.2 20.2 133.6 32.5
England and Wales .. 18,7 13.5 =21.0 2l.6 22.4

Total Live and 5%till Blrths

lnles Fomales Total
Lepitimate 55 56 111
Illegltimate - 3 2
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INFANT DEATH RATES

Zarly Neonatal Liortality

Deaths of Infants under 1 waek old

Males Females  Total

Legitinate - = =
Illegltimate = = —

Early Neonatal Hortality Rate per 1,000 live births:

Bromyaird H.D. e 1R
England and *ales 3

Neonatal lortality

Deathe of Infants under 4 weeks old

leles Females Total

Legltimate - 2 2
Tllegitimate - - -

Heonatal MNortality Rate per 1,000 live birtha:

Bmm}rﬂm Rl DI L] l?“?
England and aleg .. =

Perinatal Mortality

8t111 Births and Deaths of Infants under 1 weck old

Males Femnales Total

Legitimate - 1 1
Illegitimate - - =

Perinatal Mortality Rate per 1,000 live and st%ill births:

Bromrard R.D. pw 0LH
iIngland and Wales .. =

Infant lbrtality

Deaths of Infants under 1 year of ngze

liales Females Total

Legitimate 1 2 3
INlegitimate = = -

3 = 3

# Tigures not yet availsble
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Infant liortsllty Rate per 1,000 related live births:

1961 1960 1959 1958 1957

Total 26.6 Nil 62.0 26.0 33.6
Legitimate 27.3 N1 H2.6 28.5 33.6
INNlegitimate Nil i1 ¥il Mil Hil

Bromyaré R.D.

Total 21.4 21.9 ;E 2 92 23.1
England & Wales (Legitinate 5 21.5 21.9 22.8
Illegitimate =  26.4 f 4 ﬁ 30.0

# figures not yet a?ailahle
MATERNAL HORTALITY

Total number of ilaternal Deaths .. i1l
Haternal Mortallty Rate per 1,000 live and still births:

Bromyard R.D. ve MY

England and ¥Wales .. i

DEATHS

vsles Females Total

Total number of deaths from 211
causes: 50 57 107

Death Rate per 1,000 estimated mid-year home population:
1961 1960 1959 1958 1957

Bromyard R.D. (Crude) «s  15.8 11.3 11.9 10.3 15,

N " (Adjusted) .. 11.4 .8 10.2 7.9 11.
England and Vales ;o T 1.8 11,5 11.6 1.7 1S
Cancer

Hales Females Total
Total deaths from l.alignant Disease: 11 12 23

Cancer Death Rate per 1,000 estimated mid-year home population:
1961 1960 1959 1958 1957

Eromyard R.D. se 339 1.79 1.84 1.70 Z.27
England and Wales o ® 2,16 2.14. 2,12 2,09

Cardio-Vascular Disease

lales Females Total

Total deaths from Cgrdlo-Vascular
Dlsease? 22 35 57

Cardlo-Vascular Dlsease Duath Ratc per 1,000 estimated
mid-yoar home population:

1961 1960 1959 1953 1957
Bromyard R.D. T .10
clind SR 28 8 L&

Englund and Wales 4t 84
# fipures not yet availaﬁle
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Reapiratory Diseasge (excluding Tuberculosis)

Males Femal es Total

Total deaths from Respiratory
Disease & il g

Respiratory Disease Death Rate per 1,000 cstlimated mid-year
home ponuwlation:

1961 1960 1959 1958 1957

Brﬂm’ﬂl‘d RJD{- & 8 ll'33 l.?ﬂ' ?|.1-.3 DiBS‘ Ei-g?
Encland and Wales £ T G- R T T T SR TR L
# figure not yot avallable

CAUSES OF DEATH (a1l ages)

Disease Males Females Total
Infective and parasitic diseases 1 - 1
}¥allgnant neoplasm, stomach 2 1 3
liallgnant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 1 - i
Malignant neoplasm, breast - 3 5
Other malignant & lymphatic neoplasms 4] 5 13
Leukaenla, aleuvkaemla - 3 3
Diabetes 1 1 2
Vascular lesions of nervous system 9 12 21
Coronary disease, angina T 13 20
Hypertension with heart disease - T 3
Other heart disease i 5 G
Other eirculatory disease 2 2 Fi
Pneumonia 4 1 5
Bronchitis 5 - 3
Other diseases of respiratory system Al - 1!
Congenital malformations - 1 1l
Other defined and ill-defined dlseases 4 5 9
iotor vehicle sccildents 2 - 2
Al]l other accidents 1 1 e
Sulclde - 1 1

TOTAL: 50 57 107
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NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE — BROMYARD RURAL DISTRICT

Disease | 1961 | 1960 | 1959 | 1958 | 1957
Whooning Cough T R 1 O 1 30
Measles 57 17 E 99 l 29 65
Scarlet Fever 1 4 8 13 6
Erysipelas | i B 2 - 2
Aoute Pneumonia - | = 2 5 8
Dysentery 2 i B : 3 9 =
Food Poisoning [l e g e 2 -
Fuerperal Pyrexia | = = e 1 i |
Tuberculosis: ; ;

Pulmonary I 1 | X - 4

lon=Pulmonary | - 1. = - 1
Acute Poliomyeclitis:

Paralytic o= = ol R 1

Hon—Paralytic I i - - | - 2
HOTIFICATION OF INFWUCTIOUS DISEASE - NORTH HEREFORDSHIRE
WVhooping Cough 126 | 70 | 38 39 | 192
Measles 583 | 149 i 308 | 258 | 144
Scarlet Fever 11 23 | 46 28 71
Eryeipelas 3 A ': 4 2 7
Acute Encephalitis: ;

Infective 1 O - -

Post—Infectious = , 1) P =~ *
Acute Pneumonia 18 18 | 33 14 49
Dysentery 62 | 123 I 3 16 38
Food Poisoning E n 39| 3 5 | 1p
Paratyphoid Fever i = | = | = 1 -
Puerperal Pyrexia | 1 L = | = 2 3
Tuberculosls! | ' ‘

Pulmonary . 9 ? T i 13 T 33

lon-Pulmonary z | 2] = 3 4
Lcute Poliomyelitis: i

Paralytlc - | -- l - - 12

llon-Paralytic - = .. = - 14
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INFECTIOUS DISEABES NOTIFIED IN IOR

TH

HEREFORDLHIRE DURING

Ly

YSAR 1961

=i m . _ | _ . “ . I
Digease m Jan. | Teb. | Hpﬁ._ Apl. | waj ngnmm July | Aug.| Sept.| Oet. | NHov.| Dec. TOTAL
| | | _ i L] -
| FE] | | _—
Whooping Cough 9 a3 15 | 29 52 | 12 | 13 _ - 2 - ey | 196
“ h | _ _ ! . _ “
Neasles |19 |62 |=18 [8 |50 | 37 | 38 |22 T |3y Tlag et 583
| i | _ | | | ! |
Scarlet Fever | = _ 1 R - 2 | = m - - | 5 1: =1 11
! “ . “
irysipelas das o =aagena - - e = = = = = = %
Acute Encephalitis: i “
1 | m _ |
InfTective | = § = | = | S A - - = - | - - - 1
i _ | | _
Acute Pneumonia [ e 1 | 2 2 - | - Ll 1 3 3 18
Dysentery [ R L i T ] sy = B il th - - | o2
| | f i
o : | I i
Food Poisoning = - n 4 |55 “ B, A e E - 8 S 2 1 m 11
Tuberculosis: _ m “ " i “
_ _ | m _ |
Pulmonary 1 11 | e s A e S i 1 : Wl g
- | _ _ | _ _
Eunnﬂcpsnnmﬂqw - - | — “ 1 _ — = _ =l = = 1 Tl = | o
Puerperal Pyrexia Po= - _ - _ = | =1 = | - _ - - 1 - o 1
| ! | i ! “ : |
| | | ] | |
i | ! ! _ . |
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COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR CERTATN INFECTIOU> DISEASES

Disease Horth Here- % England
fordghlre | & Wales
Whooping Cough 3.47 : 0.53
licasles 16.08 . 16.52
Scarlet Fever 0.30 0.43
Erysipelas 0.08 0.05

Acute Encephslitis:

Infective 0.03% 0.003
Acute Pneumonia 0.49 Q.40
Dysentery L.71 .44
Food Poisoning 0.30 G LT

: Puerperal Pyrexia 1.1 0.01

Tuberculosls: E

Pulmonary 0.25 i .42

Hon-Pulmonary 0.06 | 0.06

i per 1,000 Total (Live and St111) Births.
TUBEZACULOS I3
Pulmonary E Non—-Pulmonary
E:ales t Females E liales | Femples

Number on Reglster at | i ! ; |
3let December, 1960. i 2 | 22 5 | 8
Moved into dlstriot g = 1 i = ? o
iioved out of district | - - bk [ -
Recovered i 2 1 | = | =
Died from other causes | 1] - I 5 =
flumber on Reglster at : |
3ist December, 1961. § 16 21 |. & | 8
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TUBERCULOSIS (Continued)

Year 1 Hew Total cases Deaths Hecoveries
Hotlfications | on Reglster
1o | 5 64 Wil 1
1958 Nil 63 Wil 2
1959 Wil 56 1 3
1960 3 58 1 2
1961 Nil 53 1 | 4
i ]

NATTONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, Section A7
NATTONAL ASSISTANCE ( AMENDMENT) ACT, 1951

ilo action needed to be taken under this section during
the year.

WATER SUPFLIES

During the year {1 samplea of water were taken for
examination, with the following results:

1. Publio sources (i.e., Water Board and Loaal Authority)

Satis. Unsatis. Total
Bacteriological A0 10 50
Chemical - — -
2. Private sources
Bacteriologlcal 13 6 19
Chemical 1 1 2

lihere bacterlological examination showed contam—
ination, housesholders were advised to boll the water.

Water Supply Schemes

It 1e always difficult to get away from routine
in an Annusl Report, especially on a subject which is all
too often consplcuocus by its absence. On this occaslon s
look back to 1954 might add some interecst. Water gunplies
in much of the County are nrimitive in comparison with
practieally the whole of England and progress towards
parity has been painfully slow. Once more therefore, the
usugl figures are omlitted, but a minimum are included at
the Ninistry's insistence and 1t is hoped their import is
fully comprehended.
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WATER SUPPLIES (Continued)

1954 - Engineera instructed to prepare scheme from River
Teme gource. Formation of County Water Hoard
supporrted — practically the only Council to do so,
Bishop's Frome village scheme mentioned;

1955 — Controversy over proposed Water Board bscame
sharper. Ingineers inastructed to prepare schemes
for Bishop's Frome and Bredenbury villages;

1956 - Annual Report extract — "For practical purposes
1956 was a poor year' iinistry published draft
Water Board Order - a last effort to get L.A's
to agree to co-operate. Controvery still.
Engineers produced schemes and catimates for
Bishop's Frome and Bredenbury,
Engineers reported on Cradley.
Standplpe erected at Edwyn Ralph

1957 — Minlstry gave notice of intentlon to make final
order. Controversy more acute - Bromyard may get
oné zlly from the other rurals.

Tenders received for Bishop's Frome.
Hnlstry's enquiry into proposed Wabter Board held
in Harch;

1958 - A red letter year in that Bromyard R.D.C., became
a Water Undertaker for the firat time, by the
completion of the small Bishop's Frome scheme.
Bredenbury village scheme started.

Perhape most significant advance was iilnlstry
allowing the Council to plan in detall first

stage of the comprehensive scheme covering
Whithourne, lorton, Bromyard, Cradley and Pencombe;

1959 - A fine, dry summer snd the Fire Brigade virtually
became Water Undertakers and more pecnle were
convinced of the necessity for a proper water supnly.
Engineers nearly completed plana of comprehensive

gcheme. Arrangements for wayleaves and purchase
of land in hend. Bredenbury wvillage scheme
completed;

1550 — The Herefordshire Water Board Wecame into being and
inevitably took time %o establish its admin-
istrative organisation and to "get the feel" of
the more lmnortant schemes. In the Bromyard dilstrict
st of the smaller supplles passed on to the Board,
continueL to be managed Dby the Couneil;

15961 - Brum;arﬂ District Schome accepted by the Ministry
in 1958 now given first priority by the Water Board,
and furL&er, “the parishes of Wolferlow and Upper
Sapey arc to be supplled from the Tenbury R.D., as
part of a joint scheme with Hartley R.D. Viork on
this started sbout Christmas 1961.

In addition g sgmall village acheome at Edwim Ralph,
associated with a new housing site, was provided by
the Water Board and much appreciated by the local
inhabltants.
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WATER SUPPLILS (Continued)

IDnrall ing-heouses supplied from public water maing direct

to houses
Parish Satiasfactory Unsatis- Population
| factory { approx

Bishop's Frome 41 é - 185
Bredenbury 48 E - 216
Bdwyn Ralph 15 { e 45
Cradley - !

Heathficlds - g | 9

Buryfields 29 ; - 141
Evesbatch 4 - 18
Fromes Hill 23 E - 104
Ocle Pychard 15 g - 68
Pencombe - | 8 36
Sparrington 10 : - 45
Stanford Bishop 7 | = 32
Stoke Lacy 10 ; - 45
Tedstone Delamere 7 i - 32
Ullingswick 4 E - 18
Upper Bsgpey - % T 3
Whitbourne - 9
Holferlow - ! 2 9

.
213 | 28 | 1,076

Dwelling-houses sunplied from public water mains by means
of standploes

{enprox) i | Pastery |
12 | 8 4

s e

No. of houses served | Eﬂtiafactﬂrrr Theatlis—|

e

|
Population

(approx)

t
i a Er

| =

o e ——
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HOUSING

Last year reference was made in this report to
four main items - {a) provision of 0.P. Bungalows on
existing sites, (b) the Bromyard central scheme,

¢) purchase cf older properties for speclal fam;lies,
and (d) improvement grants.

Improvement Grants continued to densnd agttention
and the cumilative result sinee 1950 is most rewarding
when viewed within the whwole housing ploture. Standard
Grants atiracted increasing interest and it is probable
the insuguration of water schemes will give added lmpetus
to Standsrd Grants. It ia an unfortunate symptom of the
times, that really competitive tenders have often been
diffieult to obtain and in many instancez bullding work
progressed so very slowly.

By the end of 1961 the Council owned six lower
gatandgard but sound cottages, and all were occupled by
gpeclal families, and, incidentelly, much appreciated.

Thle getivity has much to commend 1t and is comple-
mentary to the normal building programme which, for
various ressons, has proved difficult to get started agaln.

The imaginative Sromyard old peoples' bungalows
and school toachers accommodation scheme has really not
moved one inch durdng the whole of 1961, due entirely
to a fallure to geot agrecement with one of the land-owncrs
on the questlon of commensatlon. There are those who
thought this projeet well suited to the necds of several
parishes adjoining the urban district, capeciolly for the
elderly and retired, often living in situations in-
appropriate to thelr age.

Finally it 1s a pleasure to record that early in 1962
the Council's firsat two sites for old peoples! bungslows
should be occupled; at Fromes Hill and Edwyn Ralph. PFlans
were pushed shead for three further sites in 1962, Whiltbourne,
Oele Pychard, and Stoke Laecy. In addition, land was pur-
chased at Cradley.

Improvement Grants

1961 only Total to Dec. 1961

ilo. of houses in reapect

of whnich full spplica—

tiones were made il 4 201
lo. of houses 1n reapect

of which greants were

offered il 150

llo. of houses in respect

of which appllcations

were refused or withdrawm - 4
Ho. of houaes in reapect

of which improvement

works were conpleted 18 159
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HOUSING (Continued)

Improvement Grants (Continued)

1961 cnly Total to Dec. 1961

Total value of works
approved for grant £15,375. 0. 04d,. 5131,96?.10. 4.,

Tetal grant offered

in respect of above
works £6,055. 5. 0d. £66,440.17. 14.

Standard Grants

llo. of housea in resject
of which gpplications

were made 25 -

Ho. of dwellings

improved 8 _ 14

No. of applications

approved 23 -

Value of grant paid £1,125. 0. 04d. £1,716.11.104.

Unfit Houses

Number of houses subject to Time & Place Hotloes - 13
i - i - " Demeclition Orders - 3
- " 5 n " Closing Orders - Ml
H " "on which Undertakings were accepted - 8
" " n® " r to repair

were accepted - 1
llew Houses
Number of private dwellings completed - 9

¥ . " " in course of

erection, Deocember 1961 = 13

Oatezory V positions

The position regarding Category V houses is now:-

Humber of houses in Category V at end of 1960 - 162
Deleted from all records - Wil
Placed in higher category - 1 - 1

Total Category V houses to be deslt with
at end of 1961 = TRY
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SEVERAGE

It 1s still very broadly true that a general
absence of public water mains means that problems of
sewerage and sewage dlsposal have not arisen in an
acute Tform. However, the villages of Bredenbury and
Bishop's Frome have satisfactory water systems and the
Council met the situation by instructing their Consult-
ing Engineers to prepare sewerage schemes for both
villages.

In addition, the Englineers are to report on

. schemesa for COradley, Fencombe, and Linton, the
intention being to antielpate the arrivel of weter in
1963/ 4. The Councll is acutely aware of drainage
problems which are bound to appear in ecach of these
narighes. There is the further point that a sewerage
plan i1s necessary to accommodate a proposed housing
eéatate at Cradley, and it iz evident some nrivate
development will follow the provision of water.

PREVEIITION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

In company with the Rural Distriets of Hereford,
Ross and Ledbury, the effort to control damage by rats
in particular hps continued and thanks are due to the
officers concerned with this scheme.

SWINMING BATHS

There is no public swimming bath in the distriet.

REFUSE COLL=CTION

Once again the contract scrvice has functioncd well,
perhape with emphasis on scavenging the Common Lands.
Clecarly the problem of litter is fast coming to a head
and unlesg the visiting nublic can be persuaded or
coegrced inte tidier conduct, the Council will have to
consider spending more money on scavenging.

An inereasing number of refuse containers and
inconerators are nositioned over the Common in an attempt
to contrel the nuisance, and cach is emptled fortnightly
during the summer period. Both the number of receptacles
and the interval betwecn clearances will require constant
review.

The figures glnec 1953 are:-

wilcage Properties Loads
1953 5560 16675 172
1554 642l 17371 108
1955 6487 18032 185
1955 7228 19591 202k
195 452 199 198
A e
1580 : 23770 525
1961 4820 2%361 308&
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HOP PICKEING ACCOMEODATION

A summary of the 1961 positilon is given below:

Total number of faris 68
Mumber of farms housing plckers i 13
Mumber of farmas with loecal pilckers e e ]
Appitox. number of pickers
housed in 1961
(excluding travellers, gypsies
and small children) Ga | Bop
Estimated children « 100
Egtimated travellers S e )
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD
(=) Food and Drugs Act.
Humber of food shops cg
fuwber of public houses 25
Number of premises reglstered for
the ssle of ice-cream 22
(b) slaughter of Animals.
Fumber of licensed slaughtermen &
Slaughterhouses
There are no licensed slsughterhouses 1n the
digtrict.
FAGCTORIES ACTS, 1937 to 1959
Premlses . MNo. on Register
|
Factories in which Bectlions |
1,2,3,4 and 6 are to be en- |
forced by the L.A. | 1
|
Factories not ineluded in L
above 1n which Secticon 7 i
iz enforced by L.A. ! 5
TOTAL . 6
[Tumber of Inspections Nil
Humber of Written Hotlces Nil

Cases in which defects were found
ar remedied
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