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Staff of the Public Health Departmsnt

I.F. MACKENZIE, %.D.(Edin), D.P.H.,
D.T.M. & H. .
Medical Officer of Health. (Appointed 16th. August, 1952)

L.N, GOULD, M.E.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.H.,
(Resigned 1¢th. August, 1952)

Sanitary Inspector. J.N.8. HARRISON, M.8.I.A., M.I.E.T.,
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Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemsn,

The Annual Report for 1952 1s presented herewith. It will be
noted that, on this occaslon, 1% has been duplicated in the offlice
ingtead of being printed as hitherto. The ccss of printing amounted
to £10. 10. O last year: this ysar the report ras been produced at
an estimated saving to the rates of £8. 10. 0.

Apart from twenty-seven cases of Whooping Jough the health of
the community remained good in sc far as notiflable disease 1is
concerned. Two cases of Pollomyelltis ocoourred. Thess cases were
the first to be notifised since 1950, when two cases were also
notified.

The remarkable progress made with our housing schemes during
the year when compared with the difficulties experlienced in other
parts of North Hersfordshire brings the total of post-war new
houses completed or under constructlion at the ernd of the year to
125. This is indeed very credltable, and especlally so, when the
difficulties of securing sultable sites and of prcviding water
satlsfactory in quallity and adequate in amount are remembered.

A comprehensive water echeme based on a Mart.ey Rural Distrlct
project, though atill under conaideratlon, did nos make concrete
progress during the year in aso far gas Eromyard 1s soncerned and one
hopes that Hartley will be able to report developments during the
ensuing year.

Inspectlon of quarters provided for hop—-plckers, both before
and after the commencement of hop-plcklng revealed shat substantlal
+ improvement had been made during past years on a numder of farms
where, formerly, conditions gave rise to anxiety. The increaslng
popularity of machine picking now enables farmers to select thelir
pickers, and 1t i1s to be expected that the standard of cleanliness
and tidiness will improve generally with the elimination of the
persistent offenders among plokers.

I have been impressed by the frlendly co—opeéerative splrlt
existing among officials and by the confidence which you lir. Chairman
end the Members of the Council place in us, your ofiicers, to carry
out our duties consclientiously and impartially.

I.F. MaCKENZIE,
Hecdlical Offlcer of Health.

Public Health Offlce ¢ 4, Churclhi Street, Leomlnster.
- O}
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SECTION A — STATISTICS AWD SOCIAL CONDITIOHS OF THE AREA.

== T e

Area (in acres) .. i S i i it o 61114
Population ek 7,044
Number of inhablited houses {end of 1552} accorqing

to the Rate Books, .. 2,293
Rateable Value .. i s ik £18,214
Sum represented by a Penny Hate e cie .. &75. 17. 104.

EXTRACT FHOM THE VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR.

LIVE BIRTHS (Legitimate) .. i 112 55 5™
{Illagitimata} ik ok 3 g i
Total . . 12C ; [
STILL BIRTHS {LEgitim&EE} ‘4 2 2 -
Illegitimate) . L - i
Total . o 3 2 i
DEATHS .. i 8- 48 33
DEATHS FHOH PULHPLH&I uAUELB i e .
DLATHS OF INFAWNTS UNDER DHE
YEAR OF AGE (Legltimate) “a 3 2 1
(Iuegitimate} o p Wil
COMPARASLE DATA FUR ENGLAND AND WALES, 1952.
Birth Rate (per 1,000 estimated mid-yaar home pupulatiun s 17.0
Eirth Rate for Englanﬂ and Wales .. . ik omt liii
8t111 Birth Rate (per 1,000 estimated mld-year home pa;ulatiun} .43
5till 5irth Rate for England and Wales .. os 0.35
Death Rate (per 1,000 estimated mld-year home pnpula ion) 12.4
Death Rate for England and Wales .. 5 e - 11.3
Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 related llve births .. 25.0
Infant Mortality Hate for England and Wales ‘e . oy -

SECTION B - GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SLRVICLS FOR TE AREA.

CLIRICS

Under the County Ccuncll and Reglonal Hospital Boerd schemes
the following elinic facllities are avallable to residenvs in the
district :-

Child Welfare Centre: On alternate Thursdays from £ 0 4 p.m.
at the Church Hall, Zromyard.

Children are refer»ad to the Ear Nose and Throat, Eye,
Faedlatric and Tuberculosls Clinies in Hereford as and w*en
required,

I am indebted to Hr. J.N.8. Harrlson, Banitary Inepector %o
the Council for the following statement {SLctinn C to E) furnished
under the Sanitary O0fficera ?Uutsluﬂ London) Regulations.
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WATER DOEFLANS.

Number and result of bacterlological and chemical examinations
of water.

Satlafactory Polluted Total

Bactericlogical 26 30 56
Chemical 3 = 3
Total 29 30 56

Houses wilth wgter lald on inslde the house December,

1951! L B T & L AL w L B L B | L I B‘iﬂ.
Eousea to which water has been made avegllable
inside the house during the year. . o i 19
New houses and houslng units provided during
the year with spproved water supply S e 43
Total number of dwEllingE with watEr laid
to the house .. . - ; i 02
Houses with no water supply within the house ok 1391
Total housing units, 1952 e g e e 2293

The above figures are amendments to the Housing Survey carried
out in 1949.

There are no publicly owned piped water supplies lald on to
dwelling houses in the dletrict, supplles are by private wells and
gprings wilth the exception of a few communal wells which the
Council maintain., The Council has provided a system of public
gtandpipes from the Wortvon public spring supply in order to improve
the access to the supply which was previocusly very difficult in
inclement weather,

Water faillures were reporited [rom Fromes H1ll, Cricks Green
anda Grendon Firs arsgs. In éach case ahl emergency supply was
arranged and water conveyed each day wikllst the emergency lasted.
It 1s known that shortages exlet in most arecas and that water has
toc be carried long dlstances. Thie 1ls sspeoiaslly so in the Cradley
area.

In an endeavour to provide for a local water echeme at Cradley,
one that would fl1t in wilith the Comprehensive Water Scheme, the
Council ordered thelr borewell deviner and sinker to make a survey
of Cradley district to ascertain the posslbilities of an abundant
supply of deep well weter. The result indlicated two sites where
supplies of at least 1,500 gallons per hour could be guaranteed.

One on high ground at Birchwood and the other in the village near
the Bosbury Road. The Council are further considering the possibil-
itles of these supplies.

The Council are now congidering a comprshensive supply for
the whole of the arsa from the Martley Rursel District. This scheme
1s dependant on the result of deep well borings which are now in
hand by the Martley Council.
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The Ministry of Health has sgreed the proposed local scheme
for the Whithourne grea. This is now in the hande of the Council's
Water Englineer.

Damage to public property still persista. HRepairs had to
be made to the concrete cover to a spring supplying public stand-
plpes at Norton. Also a standpipe was broken off at WNortocn with
the result that the whole system was drained.

Four hundred and twelve visits have beén made concerning
water supplies.

DRAINAGE AND SEWAGL

New drainage systems and treatment tankg have been approved
at fifty-one premiges including the twenty-eight new Council
houses. Water closets have been provided in all cases where new
drainage systems have been installed.

lumber of visits for the purpose .. O -

The sewage plants and drainage on the Housing Sites, as they »
increase in number and age, are demandlng more and more mailntenance
and attention. The maintenance staff are insufficient to give
the service required as adviged in the Housing Manual 1952. There
are now twenty-one sites with varilous kinde of sewage disposal
plants and drainage work to maintaln and two workmen whe are engaged
on all duties required by the Council.

The treatment tanks have to be emptled regularly to keep them
working and this 1s done by a firm of contrgctors with a mechanileal
eludge tank emptisr. They make thelr own arrangements with local
farmers for the dlsposal of the sludge; this has proved satisfactory
but is a costly service.

lumber of houses with water closets .. 601
lumber of houses with other type closets 1692

Total dwellings 2293 #
Humber of houses with no drainage systems 559 .

The above figures are amendments of the 1949 Houslng Survey
Report as far as office records allow.

ReFUSE CULLECTION AND DISPOSAL

The monthly collectlion of the household refuse has contlnued
satisfactorily throughout the year.

Two new tlpplng sites have been made avallable during the
year, one at Ridgway Cross, Cradley and the other at Little Cowarne.
The otiher four sltes have continued to be used at Bredenbury,
Edwyn Ralph, Stanford Bishop and Woodend Farm, Cradley.

The tips are treated with D.D.T. powder in the summer to
compat fly nulsance and regular inspections are made by the Pest
Officer tc ensure there 1a no infestation of the tip face and top
after each period of tipping. Part of the Refuse Collectors
Contract 1g the covering and sealing of the tip face after each
pericd of tipping. This has satisfactorily been carried out by
the present contracstor.

Humber of vislts concerning Refuse Collectlon 50
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Contractors Records.

Total Average
per annum. per month.

Number of properties vislted for the

purpose of the collection of refuse. 15,628 1,294
Milleage covered on the above collection. 5,364 447
Tons of Refuse collected - approximate. 324 27

These figures show that approximately 56.5% of the population

are takling advantage of the service.

PREVENTION OF DAnAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

The Council engaged an additional workman in June and allocated

one week in three of his time to Pest Act survey and work. The

Peat Oiflcer attended s ftwo day course on Fodent Control at Hereford
organised by the Minlstry of Agriculture. The Feglonal Representative
has also been very helpful wlth advlice.

The Pest Officer's report for the year wae m8 follows :-—

RODENT CUNTROL

[, T;fpa Uf PI'GEErty
Local Dwelling "Agricul- All ‘other Total

Authorit; houses fural including
excluding Business
comblned and
dwellingh Industrial
business
premlses

Total number of i

properties in Local 26 1,885 1L T S 7 2,293

Authority's district i = iy

Number of properties i

inspected by the Local (a) - 5 = = 5

Authority during 1952 a8 . . B2 e 4 ¥

a result (a) of Notifi- | ; | '

cation or (b) otherwise | (b) 25 | 507 A3, . =29 . 691
. Number of properties | Kajor - 4 10 ; - i 14

{Gnder IT) found %o bs |- 1. | : : :

infested with rats. | Minor - 66 68 5 1 139

Number of propertiea | ! ;

(under II) found to be ' - 3 = - j 3

sericualy infested by mics

. Number nf :Lnfeated. ] z i !

properties (under III and

Iv)

treated by the uccal - | e - - - : 2

Authority.

Humber of Notlces aarvedi
under Section 4:- '

(1)
(2)

Treatment | - = et e 5

S‘t‘.ruc‘l‘.tifsl *nl‘c:r-ké.. 5 [T L ' T ._- "”-_ : = =
(i.e. Proofing) E
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RODENT CONTROL (Continued)

; ..Tyﬁé g e =
. Looal Owelling Agricul- All other Total
Authority. houses tural including

. excluding ! .Businesa !
' combinsd and |
i dwelling Industrial !
i buglness i
| premises

I[TI. Wumber of ca&ses in ;
which defgult action | : |
wag taxen by Local | - - g - 5 e
Authorlity following
isgue of Wotiece under

Secticn 4. : !

II. Legal Proceedings . - - -
IX. Wumber of "block
contrel? schemes Nil.
cgrried out

S ——
i
i
'
|
=

The County Agricultural Executlve Rodent Contro. Officer was
notifled of the ten major infestations found on agriz:ultural property
and in each case a contract between them and the fars occupier was
made %o clesr and maintain the premises free of rate. The other
cases were satisfactorily dealt with by the householder concerned.

DISIFFEUTION AND IRFECTIOUS DIShASLS.

Number of wisits concerning infectious diseasss .. 17

liumber of premises disinfeoted (including hop-
pickers quarters, T.B. shelters ezc., = .. 24

Preventive disinfection of hon—pilckers latrines and barracks
were carried out agaln this year by the owners in an endeavour to
combat fly nulsance.

CARAVALS, BUwkiR CRHALLTS, iTc.

The Counecil have approved the use of individusl caravans for
summer use only at two places, and one van at Hlll Cottage, Stokes
Hi1ll, Hampton Charles for one year, whilst plans are being submitted
for the erection of a bungalow. Existing licences have been renewed.

HOP PICKERS LODGING ACCOMMODATION,

Except for inconvenlences caused by the weather conditions
the acconmodation provided this season for hop-pickers has been
reasonably good. Since the reduction ln the number of pickers
requirca oy the increase of machings the type of plcker and accommo-
dation appears to have ateadlly luproved. There are now ten farme
wlth machines, which serve fourteen farms, an increase of two
machines and one farm over last year. BSeveral farms have been
connected to the slectricity mains and have inastalled electrlo
i1ighting in the barrgcks.

Mo infectlous dlsease was reported aunongst the hop plckers
thls year.

Severel other improvements were carried out including additional
accommodation at Rosemaund, Felton, for 200 pilckers and also at
Hinton Farm, Felton, to replace existing old farm buildings. Two
old Bulldinss at Upper House, Blshorps Frome, which were condemned
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Dr. Dongldaon, the Ministry of Health representative, made
his annual visift early this year, e was able toc see that the farm
owners had provided buildings %o 3yelaw standard.

Twenty informal notices were glven corcérning complaints of lack
of refuse bine, neglected closet accommodaiion and defects to
structures.

Humber of wvisits made e hE 106

TABLE SHOWING INSPECTIONS CARRIED CUT DURING THE YEAR:-

Inspections ete. " Humber | Informal Statutory  Notices
under i ' Notices Notices !complied

e NN A QNN _ | eerveq. = gerved | with.
Housing Act 763 54 1 | 50
Dreinage and |

Public Health Acts wo |l 226 20 ~ bo20
Cowsheds and Dairies | 132 g = ; g
Factories and Workshops ' g - - -
Bakehouses 2 - - ; -
Hop Pickers Quarters 106 20 - [ 20
Water Supplies W 412 30 - | 28
Infectious Dis=uses 1 = = ! E
Food and Drugs Act 1938 16 2 - -~
Ice Cream e — 24 3 - 3
Petroleum (Regulations)

Act 1928 and 1936, 13 3 - 14
Refuse Collection 50 36 - 36
Caravans ete. 4 _ R WAl e i A
FACTORIES and WORKSHOES

Faotoriee Acte, 1937 and 1948
IHBPECTICNS
R e T T Nuilar of A,
Premises | con | i0g
L iong | AWritten  Occuplers
Reglever | AHapoChLalE i dn prosecuted
() e e e R T g
whleh BSectlons
1,2,3,4 and 6 - |
are to be en- _ 1 3 = =
foreced by Local | -
Authoritles. ’
(11) Factories not ?
included in (1) i
in which Bee. ¥ 3 ' -

1s enforced by the
Local Authority.

Other premlssa in
which Section 7 is
enforced by the
Local Authority
(excluding out-
workers' prenises)

(111)

MAAMAT

A



SECTION D. HOUSING.

The Council now own 11 houses as follows :-

Heathilelds 2; Avenbury 2; Wolferlow 2; Cricks Green 4;
Evesbatch ¢; Pencombe 6; Tedstone de la Mere 6; Upper Sapey 6;
Stanford Bishop 6; Linton §; Whitbourne 8; Ullingewick 9; iuch
Cowarne 10; Stoke Laey 10; Grendon Firs 10; Gradley 26.

These include the 28 new houses built by the Council during
the year at Tedstcne de la dere (o), Upper Sapey (6), Stanford
Bishop (&), and Grendon Firs (10). The latter site included four
two bedroomed bungalows.

Work is in progrees on 22 houses at Fromes Hill. Sites
have been approved at Bishops Frome and Ocle Pychard. Several
further siteés have been agreed tut are waiting the approval of

the rinistry of Housing and Local CGovernment before building can
commence.

The result cf the 14 days pumping t%est at Grendon Firs
Borewell was an average ol 2,250 gallons per hour. This test
could not indicate the total yleld of the well as the pump used &
was the largest that oculd be fitted in the 6" borewell lining.
During the test the water level in the weéll never showed less
than 75 feet.

Further borewells were sunk wlth pumpling tests indicating
as follows .-

Fromes Hill - 750 gellons per hour tested 7 days.
Cricks Gresn - 230 L i i " 4 days.

The Cricks Green borewell 1s to supply four Council houses
built in 1920. The only water supply being a 12 foot well which
always dried up in the summer and showed pollution. It 1s proposed
to lnetell a pumplng plant, tower and feed %o each house.

The gravity supply from & spring for the Upper Sapey Houslng

Site 1s now workling satisfactorily. ®
The Council were concerned that houses were being vacated

with damages and defects whlch were due to the tenants neglect.

They were put tc a lo% of trouble tn recover the cost of remedying

these defecte., They now demand & deposlt of 50/- from each new

tenant which is returned when the house is vacated, less any cost

of repalrs resulting from the tenants neglect.

The total consumptlion of water at the 26 Buryfields Houses
wag 415,850 gallone, glving a daily average per house of 44% mallons.

The lunderfield Houses have been wired for and connected to
the electricity maln.

Number of houscs completed during the year :-—
Couneil - 28§ Private - 13 Total - 41

Number of housing units providsd by conversion of existing
oullding :-

Council -  Wil. Frivate = s Total - 2

Total additional housing unite provided .. L5 43
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Humber of inspections made during the year under

the Public Health and Housing Actsa, .. o 989
Number of Demolition Orders made s e Nil
Number of Closing Orders made .. e S Nil
Humber of Statutory lotlces served o i Nil
Humber of undertakings by owners not to relet Nil

Housing Act, 1949.

Applications for grants for reconditioning exlsting houses.

Number approved .. g ik ig 6
Humber refused G e S i Nil
Humber paid on completiocn i < Nia

Houging Act, 1934.

Applications for grant alded agriculturzl dwellings.

Number approved .. = s .5 Nid
Number refused S i e ) i |
Number completed .. - ‘e i 2

SECTION E. INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOUD.

Mllk Supplies.

Number of prenlses reglstered by the Local Authority. Iill
Humber of milk samples taken i e i s 13
Humber of visits “n ais =i i 3 i 132

Result of Milk Samples.

Satlsractory. Unsatlsfactory Total.
From school supplies o2 3 71
Other milk suppliles 2 0 2
64 9 73

The monthly sanpling of milk from schools was terminated when
the suppllier obtained a T.T. milk bottlers licence for his premises
outside the Bromyard Rural District.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1938 and FOUD HANDLING BYELAWS.

A suspected case ¢f Food Poisoning from Sherbet powder was
reported. Analyaed samples proved negative and no further complalntai
were regelved,

Informal notices were served concerning the use of an
unsatisfactory vehicle for the conveyance of meat and meat products
and for lack of hot and cold water, Towels, etc. To a butchers shop.
The bullding has not since been used and an alternative vehlcle ls
being used,

Forty pounds of beef werc¢ condemncd and surrendered due to
bone taint.

Wumber of visits ki 16
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ICE CREA.
Total number of shops reglstered ‘e - 4
bumber of wvislits . B 5 S = 24
Number of Informal Notilces . . o 3

Ice cream purveyors continue to visii the hop-filelds during
hop-picking time; some of the vehlcles are totally unsuitable for the
gale of Ice Cream and they were warned nos to revisit the area.

A nationally known firm of Ice Cream Manufacturers visit several
parts of the areg delly. Their arrangemenss are extremely good.

Une additional application was approved for the sale of pre-
wrapped lc¢ oream and oneé reglstered person ceased to gell ice cream.

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT.

Number of Slaughtermans licences lssued
inoluding renewals A e i 1

Humber of licenced slaughtermen reglstersd 10

SLOTION F - PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISHASE

ANALISES OF TOTAL NOTIFInD CASRS ACCORDING TU «GE

g T T ! S Aga of .Pavtie-ﬁ_t- e

e e e e ..._+._ e TR pELTs =T = - e s —

ﬂ-lnl-& i 3-4 '5*9 lﬂhld,JE-Ed.Eﬁ & bnknownuTGTAL

Scarlet Fever | =% i 1 ! Cs i o ] 2 = é 8
Whooping Cough 41 6 {10 | - i ” " 2 : 27

Acute Pollomyclitis i ! f ! | : E
(Paralytic) | = | 1| - |- 1 - | - = B

Acute Pollomyelities ! | !
(Hon-Paralytic) | - I o ] = @ = 2
Measles - | 2 ‘ 314 ; 1 z 1 1 = ! 12
Fneumonla - | - - 1| = - 3 = i 4
Dysentery ; - E - { - | =1 1 - - - 1
Eryelpelas | = =1 =} = = Hl = 3 - 3

DIPH;thI& IMKEUNISATION
The following figures are presented through irnfeormation
suppllied by the County Medical Officer.

Humber of children who completed & full course of  primary
immunisation and number who received a secondary /reinforcing)
injectlon subsequent to primar»y immunisaticn at an egrlier
age, auring the 12 montha ended 3lst. December, 1952.
Reinforoing

Age at data Gf final 1njectiun
EREERETR | 1njectiuru.f

|
|
(Under 1| 1-4 5-14- Total |

3 | 5 | 20 I

e TR, A —— — — = IR
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The Registrar General regrets that owing to a reduction
in the sources of information available for estimating local
populations under 15 years of age for County Districta, it will
no longer be possible to supply estimates of such populatilons.

Population figures under 15 have been supplied in the past
mainly to provide a basls for estimating the proportion of the
child population in the area which had béen immunised against
diphtheria.

TUBERCULOSIS

At the end of 1952 the Tuberculosis Reglster contalned
the namesa of thirty-two males and twenty-slx females who normally
regide within the district.

During the year, seventeen new cases were notifled, sixteen
on account of Pulmonary Tuberculosls and one becsuse of the
presence of the discase in parts of the body other than the lungs.

During the same perlod one death of a person suffering Irom
Tuberculosis occurred, and three leit the district.
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CAUSES OF DEATH (all ages)

|

A AN S A R e S . - MR < RS s A it s i i

Disease Haiéa; Females Total
= - S S ————ee
1. Tuberculosis, Respiratory ... G 1 i - ; i
2. Tuberculosis, other ... i A - i - { =
3. Byphilitlc disease «.. ... ... 2 ! 2
4. Diphtheria ... 1 " - = E < i i
5. Whooping GCough e ki wikid - ! - i =
6. Meningococcal infectlons ... 5% - = e
7. Acute poliomyelltis .. - _—— = i = E =
8. Measles _— - s ey - - E -
9. Other infective and parasitic dlseases - - { =

10. HMalignant neoplasm, stomach . - 2 1 1 -
11. Malignaent neoplasm, lung, bronchus . - j - E -
12. Mallgnant neoplasm, breast . R - 2 -
13. Hallgnant neoplasm, uterus .. s - o ol |
14. Qther malignant & lymphatlc ncoplasms 5 ! 2 | T
15. Leukaemia, aleuksemia 1 - =
16. Diabetes - - 1 1
17. Vascular lesions of nervous system .. 8 9 17
18. Corcnary disease, angina ... 4 3 7
19. Hypertension with heart dlsease e - - -
20 Other hecart diseass ... - s 12 g | &
2l. Other clrculatory dlsease ... . e 2 1 %
22. Influenza e i i) - = Ex
23%. Pneumonla ac fuomii8 ian ‘e 3 2 5
24. Bronchitis 2o T R 1 2 3
25. Other diseases of reésplratory system - : - | -
26. Ulcer of stomach and ducdenum - s [ - | I
27. Gastritis, enteritis and digrrhoes . - ; - | -
28. Nephritis and Nephrosis g S - - -
249. Hyperplasia of prostate araig e = - -
30. Pregnancy, chilldbirth, abortion S - 2 2
31. Congenlitel melformatlions i giinE 1 - ik
32, Other defined and 1ll-defined dlscases 5 5 10
33. Motor wvehicle sccidents .o R i 5 - 1
34. All other accidente ... T i - - -
35. Bulcide Ry S g —_— 1 - 1

36. Eomlclde and operations of war i - - | -

All causes 87
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