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Causes of Death.

The causes of death are shewn in.the statistical table on
page 12 and are classified under thirty six headings, based on
the abbreviated list of the International, Statistical Classi-
fication of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death 1948, as
used for England and Wales, This year the Registrar-General has
listed the Causes of Death in age groups, of under 1 year, then
in quincades to fifteen and thereafter in decades to 75 and over,
Male and female deaths are also shown.

The vitel statistics for the year show that there were 209
deaths, 20 less than last year, his gives a standardised rate
of 8.78 conmpared with the national figure of 12.2. Female
deaths exceeded male deaths by 27. The great preponderance of
deaths from discases of the heart and circulation is once nore
evident, making a total of 134 of which 39 died from coronary
disease alone, while 43 died from other heart disease, a further
42 from vascular lesions of the nervous system, and 10 from
hypertension and other circulatory diseases,

Disease of the heart and circulation constitute therefore
over one half of the total deaths. Cancer remains again the
second cause of death, taking this year 30 persons, a decrease of
20 on last year. 7 died (2ll males) fron cancer of the lung, a
decrease of 6 on last year, Disease of the heart and circulation
together with cancer cause in the district 77% of the total deaths.

The trend of principal causes of death continues therefore
towards the mai nly degenerative and neoplastic conditions, and
away from infectious disease now largely controlled by the wide
number of antibiotic and other drugs, However, it can be seen
that 49 persons out of 2 total of 209 deaths died before the age
of 65, The causes of their deaths were predominately either due
to respiratory infection, accidents, arterial disease or cancer,

Accidents both on the road and in the home take an indiscrim-
inate $0ll of young and o0ld. On the road there is s ever
increasing carnage, which if caused by an infectious disease would
create a consternation so urgent that every power would be invoked
for its control. Each year more automobiles are licensed and
soon no family will be without its motor car.

ﬁcc@dents in the home are all preventable, yet last year over
7,000 died as a result of such an accident, and no doubt countless
thousands were injured, Those affected are usually the young and
the aged. Mothers of young children need always to be on the
look out for hazards, particularly in relation to burns and
scalds, aecidental poisoning and electricity. The aged have the
problem of failure of sight, hearing, smell and balance, and their
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for domicilary maternity cases and particularly in this area in
the care of old people, who can remain comfortably at home, and
who, without this help would be in Institutions,

GENGRAL HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION. The Oxford Regional Hospital
Board is responsible for the provision of hospitals and out
patient clinica,

All medical, surgical and paediatric and gynaecological
cases are treated at Northampton General Hospital.

Maternity cases are treated at the Barratt Hospital, wvhich
forms part of the General Hospital.

Accident and orthopaedic cases are treated at the General
Hospital, and the latter also at the Manfield Hospitd ,
Northampton,

Two Geriatric Units for old ladies are situated at Pitsford
within this district.

ISOLATION HOSPITAL. Cases of Infectious Disease which require
isolation are treated at the Harborough Road Isclation Hospitd ,
Northempton, which comes under the administration of the Oxford
Regional Hospital Board. Cases of tuberculosis are treated at
Creaton Hospital.

WELFARE OF OLD PEZOPLE, National Assistance Act, 1948. Section 47
and National Assistance (Amendment) Lct, 1951.

Under this section the Council is responsible for the removal to
suitable premises of persons needing care and attention. No
action was necessary, under this Act, this year, though a number

of o0ld people were kept under supervision, and arrangements made
for them to enter Institutions, or to be looked after by other
neans, We are fortunate in this district in having two
comfortable country houses at Pitsford as hospitals for old ladies,
We have no accomnmodation in the district for males who have either
to go to St. Edmunds Hospital, Northampton, or to Danetre Hospital,
Daventry.

SERVICES FOR QLD PCOPLE.

The following provide services for old people -

1. The National Health Service,

(a) General Practitioner Service.
(b) Hospital and Specialist Services including the lLlmoner

Service. In this district there arée two geriatric
hospitals for old ladies at Pitsford.
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FProm these details it will be observed that the total
number of unfit houses throughout the district declined by 16
during the year, either through -improvements or demolition,
whilst no further housescame under control by means of an
undertaking from the owner not to re-=let o ter vacation until
made fit for human habitation,

Whilst these figures show good progress in slum clearance
during the year under review, it should be remembered that the
slum clearance problem in the Brixworth Rural District had
largely been dealt with by the end of 1960, A survey of the
position at the end of the year 1963 is appended below, and
shows the position in better perspective, with only 27 houses
remaining to be dealt with. This is a verg satisfactory
position with regard to which the District Council are to be
congratulated,

No. the subject of Undertakings 183 ;

No, dealt with by Demolition 425
Order, Clearance Order or
Closing Order

No. repaired by owners and up-
graded aia 307

No., remaining to be dealt with 27

Nevertheless it must again be recorded that a fairly large
nunber of sub-standard houses are still occupied by single
persons or old couples. Practically the whole of these are the
subject of Undertakings not to re-let when they become vacant,
Though the majority may be adequate to serve the life-time of
the present tenants, a re-survey of these progérties is at present
being made in order toc determine this, The Council has no new
houses under construction but the survey referred to may reveal a
need for a few more old peoples' bungalows,

Private owners continue to take advantage, encouraged by the
Council, of the financial aid available for improving their
properties. The position to date is summarised as follows -

383 properties have been brought up to modern standards by
the provision of Discretionary Grants amounting in total to
£94,962, The most significent thing @bout this, however, is that
75 of the 383 referred to were substandard and as a result of the
improvements, costing £17,556, they have been upgraded and their
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