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To the Chairman and Councillors of the Rural District of Brixworth

Mg. CHATRMAN, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report on the Health and
Sanitary Circumstances of the rural district for the year 1947,

The review of the health and vital statistics for 1947 is satisfactory.
The birth-rate of 21-47 per 1,000 of the population shows an increase of
0-89 on the previous year, and is in fact the highest recorded rate in the
district. The birth rate for England and Wales in 1947 was 20-5. The
total number of deaths assigned to the district was 212, with a death
rate of 13-46, compared with a rate of 13-01 in 1946. Cancer and disease
of the heart and circulatory systems were again responsible for about
60 per cent. of all deaths.

Reference was made in the reports of 1945 and 1946 to the projected
Joint. Water Board. The Public Inguiry into the formation of this
Board was recently held, and extended over two weeks, but the result
will no doubt be some time in being issued. The Council has, however,
been able to proceed with its own Northern Water Scheme, embracing
Welford, Cold Ashby, Naseby, Sulby, Oxendon, ete., and the work is
showing good progress.

The extension of the Brixworth Water Scheme to Secaldwell, Old,
Hannington, Walgrave and Holeot is largely completed, and the Couneil
are to be congratulated on the expeditious manner in which this scheme
has been carried out.

Housing progress during 1947 showed some improvement. There
is evidence in the present contracts that the shells of new houses are
being erected at a greater speed—how long it will be before the houses
are ready for occupation remains to be seen.

The housing needs of the District are obvious, when it is borne in
mind that the waiting list for new houses is 587, and the Rural Housing
Survey has shown that 745 of the houses for the working classes are at
the present time unfit for human habitation. The number of new houses
completed during 1947 was 75, and the number completed in 1948 up
to the time of writing this report was 135.

The provision of new sewage works and the re-sewering of the
various parts of the District has not yet been commenced. The Council
are fully aware of the needs in this direction and will proceed with the
schemes with the utmost speed when it is possible to do so.

During the year, the County as a whole was swept from end to end by
the major epidemics of Infectious Disease—Measles and Infantile Paralysis.
Brixworth had a number of cases of the latter, one of which proved fatal.

My thanks are due to Mr. Russell, the Council's Chief Sanitary
Inspector, and his staff, for the invaluable assistance given to me during
the year, and also in the preparation of many of the sections of this report.

[ have the honour to be,

Your Obedient Servant,
DAVID J. JONES,
Medical Offficer of Health.
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Births—The number of live births assigned to this district was
338, compared with 321 in 1946. The rate per thousand of the popula-
tion was 21-47, which is the highest recorded rate for the distriet, and
exceeds the rate for England and Wales by 0-97. The following table
gives comparison over the past five year period :—

Birth Rate 1943-47.

1943 1944 1945 1946 1947
Brixworth S I 20-23 17-9 20-58 21-47
Northamptonshire ae 1781 2007 1898 19-17 20-42
England and Wales ... 165 17-6 16-1 19-1 20-5

Still Births—The number of still births during 1947 was four

(1 male and 3 females). The rates for the past five years are given in the
following table (per 1,000 live and still births) : —

Still Birth Rate.

1943 1944 1945 1946 1947
Brixworth e 26-66 136 21-05 30-96 11-69

Illegitimate Births—There were 23 illigitimate births assigned
to the distriet during the year (11 males and 12 females), compared with
22 in 1946. This gives a rate of 67-2.

Maternal Mortality—It is pleasing to record that no deaths
oceurred from puerperal causes, or conditions allied to childbirth.

Infant Mortality—The number of infants who died hefore reaching
their first birthday was ten (six males and four females). All were
legitimate. The causes of death are set out in the table below :—

Causes of Death of Children under One Year.
Age in Weeks.
Causes of Death. —1 —2 —3 —4 552 Total
1. Congenital Malformations. ... I e 1

2. Diseases of Early Infancy—
Congenital Debility and Ieterus — — — — —

Premature Birth -l 1 ] — — 4
Injury at Birth .. e = = = = = —
Atelectasis 2 B 1
Others ... el — | — = = = =
3. Diseases of Respiratory System — — — — 3 3

4. Diseases of Digestive System .. — — — — — —
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SECTION B.
GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES.

Laboratory Service—Laboratory work in connection with the
diagnosis and control of Infectious Diseases is carried out at the Emer-
gency Public Health Laboratory in Northampton General Hospital.
The following is a list of the work done during the year - —

Throat Swabs 48
Nasal Swabs ... 4
Sputum

Paeces 13
Blood .. 1 . )

Water 28
Milk " ... 84
Other ... 1

The Service came free to Local Authorities in April, 1947.

Diphtheria Antitoxin—A supply of antitoxin is maintained at the
Couneil Offices, in accordance with the Diphtheria Antitoxin (Outside
London) Order, 1919, and can be obtained by Medieal Practitioners for
use within the District.

Ambulance Services—General Medical and Surgical cases are
removed by the St. John's Ambulance from Northampton. Infectious
cases are removed in the ambulance of the Kettering Joint Hospital
Board to the Kettering Isolation Hospital.

Nursing in the Home—The services of the District Nurses were
available hoth as mid-wives and maternity nurses and also for general
nursing. The exact number of cases which they attended during the
year was not available at the time of writing this report.

Treatment Centres and Clinics—The following clinies, staffed by
members of the County Council Staff, are held at the places and dates
indicated.

Brixworth Infant Welfare. 3rd Friday each month—Village Hall

Welford = - 4th Wednesday ., ’ r s
Moulton = 5 1st Tuesday o= i i e
Brixworth Ante-Natal Clinic 2nd Friday = e " "

Hospitals—Cases of Infectious diseases are removed to Kettering
Isolation Hospital. General Medical and Surgical Cases obtain treatment
at the Northampton General Hospital. The Northamptonshire County
Couneil administer 8t. John's Maternity Home, Weston Favell, which is
available for maternity cases. Admissions are arranged through the

County Couneil.
1o



SECTION C.
SANITARY CONDITIONS OF THE DISTRICT.

Water Supplies—The provision of piped water supplies throughout
the district was advanced further during the year, by the completion of
the extension of the Brixworth main to the villages of Scaldwell, Old,
Walgrave, Hannington and Holeot. During the year negotiations with
the Air Ministry for the purchase of th: Harrington main and water
tower were completed. When this latter main is brought into service
the villages of Maidwell, Draughton, Lamport, Arthingworth, Kelmarsh
and Hanging Houghton will be supplied. The scheme for the supply
of water to Welford, Sibbertoft, East Farndon, Clipston and Great
Oxendon was approved, and at the time of writing this report work was
well advanced.

With the completion of these schemes there will be but few villages
without a piped water supply, and the Council are to be congratulated on
the expediency with which the schemes have been carried out.  Whatever
the decision may be regarding a County Water Board, it is true to say
that Brixworth District will be almost completely supplied with piped
water within the space of the next year or so.

Table at end of report gives full details of water supply.

Sewage Disposal—There have been no major schemes during the
year. The Consulting Engineers have carried out a survey of the
existing sewage disposal works, and prepared plans, ete., for the construc-
tion of up-to-date works, in accordance with the schedule approved
by the Council. Many of the present sewage disposal works are out-of-
date. grossly overloaded, and even with the maximum of supervision
and labour, cannot possibly produce an effluent in accordance with the
required standards. Furthermore, it iz the Council’s policy to proceed
with the building of new houses in those parishes having piped water and
sewerage disposal plants—the old sewage works at present in existence
in many of the villages could not cope with the additional sewage from
new houses. It is to be hoped that some of them can be dealt with in the
near future,

The addition of piped water supplies, as shown in the preceding
paragraph, to the village: named will almost certainly lead to many
households installing Aush water closets, which will aggravate the present
problem of overloaded sewage works until the new works are con-
structed.






SECTION D.
HOUSING.

The Housing shortage remains the most acute problem. Con-
struction of new Council Houses was much in advance of 1946, but at the
rate of building in 1947 it will be many years before the needs of the
District are adequately met.

During 1947 the number of new Council Houses under construction
was 124 and 58 were completed during the year.

27 houses were erected by private enterprise during the same period.

A survey of all the Working Class Houses in the District was com-
pleted during the year, under the terms of the Hobhouse Report.

The Houses surveyed were provisionally placed in five categories,
viz :—

Cat. 1. Houses which were in all respects fit.
»» 2. Houses with only minor defects.

.. 3. Houses requiring repair, structural alteration, or improve-
ment—not eligible for assistance under the former Housing
(Rural Workers) Aects.

,» 4. Houses requiring repair, structural alterations or improve-
ment eligible for assistance under the former Housing
(Rural Workers) Act.

.» 2. Houses which were unfit for human habitation and beyond
repair at a reasonable cost.

The following table shows the categories into which the houses have
provisionally been placed, in the parishes concerned. Out of a total of
3444 houses inspected, 745 are considered unfit for human habitation and
incapable of being rendered =o fit. This iz 21-39 of all houses inspected.

13
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: Eﬂiﬁﬂﬂ:? No. No. of Classification
Parish. gj Fing Touses
luzs Honses o .

WS T e o BT o |merv| v

Althorp ... 2l H 8 - 1 I 7 | ==
Arthingworth ... 57 44 —_ 12 | 7T | 30
Boughton 205 250 — | 203 27 ' 20
Brampton, Chu[ml 44 i - 16 41 2
Brampton, Church 5l 35 - 21 14 —
Brington ... 159 148 — 15 - ‘ A5
Bl':ianr‘t-h.... 265 354 —_ 248 i 4l
Clipston ... 126 122 — 42 40 | 40
Cold Ashby i o7 52 — 1 12 | 24
Cotieshrooke 43 a0 — 14 | 19 &
Creaton ... 85 80 — 22 | M 24
Diranghton 24 19 — T (i1 (i
East Farndon ... 54 45 — | 20| 19 6
East Haddon .. .. .. 108 06 — | 48 24 24
Great Oxendon ... 59 56 — | 27 20 ]
Guilsborough ... 80 82 g8 | 49 16 9
Hannington 31 | 27 - 4 15 ]
Harlestone 108 101 6 | 21 65 19
Hazelbeach 21 I 19 — 3 1fi —m
Holeot ... 54 76 | — 29 28 21
Haoldenhy 0 25 | — 11 TP [
Hollowall .... 30 24 — 18 2 1 &
Kelmarsh ... 27 21 —_ 10 ii l * 6
Lamport ... a0 22 |l 10 9 | 3
Hanging Hmlghtnn 19 1% [ — L] 2 B
Maidwell 28 26 by i ‘ 9
Hothorpe & Marston Trumell 28 | 24 paviass. 14 7 3
Moulton ... 583 | Al | — | 367 6 | D8
Nazeby ... 87 80 | — i O - 11
Old Lo e i ....l i bt | — a2 | 16 | 2'.
Overstone i [ A | — i L R W
Pitsford ... el 107 | 100} [ — 48 | 15 | 37
Ravensthorpe ... 52 4 | — g | 18 19
Coton 34| 14 11 | — | 6 | 1 4
Sealdwell ... il 70 03 — 24 L] 30
Kibbertoft 11 | ] - 27 19 4
Hpirabbamiyiads Leutie | S oy 185 160 — | 9% 23 38
Sulby i} i — — 3 —=
Thornby ... 27 25 — 4 18 3
Walgrave ... 174 | 157 ] ! 42 41
Walford ... 206 | L85 — | GO (it} 67
TOTALS .. 3750 dd444 14 (1709 a7k T4a

i |

It is still true to say that certain condemned houses are still being
oceupied, and in some ecases the properties are deteriorating very rapidly,
and the tenants are suffering great discomfort.

The general standard of cleanliness and maintenance of the Council
properties is quite good. There are of course a small number of cases
where conditions are, however, rather unsatisfactory. Every effort is
made in such cases to improve the general conditions, and a number of
visits have been paid during the year for this purpose.
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SECTION E.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Milk and Dairies Order, 1926—The number of cowsheds on the
Rerister at 31st December, 1947, was 177. Periodic inspections were
carried out the by Sanitary Inspectors, usually coinciding with the
visits for the purpose of milk sampling.

Cowsheds inspected . P e
Cowsheds—defects f011|1{1 a.nd rﬂnedmd 6
No. of milk samples taken .. !

Milk Sampling—Samples have been taken from dairies and during
the course of delivery to the consumers throughout the year, and sub-
mitted to the County Laboratory for bacteriological tests for cleanliness
and keeping qualities. Whilst the Milk and Dairies Order 1926, does
not prescribe any bacteriological standards, the reports on the samples
give some indication to producers and retailers of the standard of cleanli-
ness they attain in producing clean milk and its keeping qualities.

The bacteriological test used is the Methylene Blue Reduction Test
and standards on which milks are classified are as follows - —

WINTER.

Decolourisation in | Decolourisation in | Decolourisation after
less then 4 hours 4—51 hours. 5L hours

|
|
| Bad. Moderate. : Good.

Food Premises—Y Bakehouses were inspected during the year.

Meat Inspection—Uwing to the fact that meat is now slanghtered in
Northampton and Market Harborough and sent out to the various
butchers within the District, very little meat is now inspected. From
time to time unsound meat is reported to the Sanitary Inspector and is
then examined.

Careful attention is being paid to the method of delivering meat to
the District, in some cases the vans delivering meat have been found to
be unsatisfactory.
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Diphtheria—There were no cases of Diphtheria during the year.

Diphtheria Immunisation—

Immunisation in relation to the child population.

The following table gives the number of children who had completed
a full course of immunisation against Diphtheria up to 31st December,

1947.
= | | | | ;
Age at 31.12.47 Under 1 1 2 3 4 5to9 |10to 14| Total
Year Born 1947 1946 | 1945 | 1944 | 1943 | 1938-42 | 1933-47 |under 15
I 1
Number immunisad 3 i 129 | 170 | 212 | 185 | 905 | D32 25346
Estimated mid-year | |
population 1947 1335 I 1938 3273
Percentage I 52 | a5 77

A comparison with the similar table in 1946 report will show that the
figures for the immunisation of the child population continues toimprove.
The above table does not allow for the numbers of children who may be
immunised by general practitioners under private arrangements.

Immunisation is carried out at all the Infant Welfare Centres in the
District, viz., Welford, Brixworth, Moulton and also at sessions of school
medical inspection when required.

Application for immunisation can be made to the County Council
Health Visitor, or arrangements can be made with private general
practitioners under the County Council Scheme.

Measles—155 cases were reported during the year, the highest

total for many years. The infection was of a mild type and no deaths
were reported.

Whooping Cough—Thirty-five cases of whooping cough were
reported and one death was notified.

Poliomyelitis—The epidemic of this diseaze, which swept over
England and Wales during the summer and autumn of 1947, was fortu-
nately not severe in this District. Five patients were removed to hospital,
three of which were ultimately proved not be be suffering from the
disease, one was an abortive case with no residual defects. One case
proved fatal, in five days from the onset of the disease.
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