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To the Chairman and Councillors of the Rural District of
Brixworth.

Mgr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report on the Health
and Sanitary Circumstances of the rural district for the year 1946,

The review of the health and vital statistics for 1946 is satisfactory.
The birth-rate of 20-58 per 1,000 of the population shows an increase
of 2:68 on the previous year, and is in fact the highest recorded rate in
the district. The birth rate for England and Wales in 1946 was 19-1.
The total number of deaths assigned to the district was 203, with a death
rate of 13-01, compared with a rate of 12-04 in 1945. Cancer and
disease of the heart and circulatory were again responsible for about
60 per cent. of all deaths.

Reference was made in last year’'s report to the projected Joint
Water Board, but up to the present time no permanent undertaking
has yet been established. The Council has, however, proceeded with
its own scheme, and a Public Inquiry was held to inquire into the
northern scheme embracing Welford, Cold Ashby, Naseby, etc. It is
hoped that work on this scheme will commence during the coming year.

Housing progress during the year was a sore disappointment to
the Council and its Officers. The housing needs of the district are
obvious, when it is borne in mind that the waiting list for new houses is
541, and the rural housing survey has shown that 267 of the houses for
the working classes are at the present time unfit for human habitation.
The number of new houses completed during 1946 was 11, and the
number completed in 1947 up to the time of writing this report was 68,
the magnitude of the problem would appear to need many, many years
to resolve.

There has been no further progress with the work of providing new
sewage works and resewering the district, but the technical details are
being collected by the Council’s Consulting Engineers, and it is to be
hoped that the housing, sewerage and sewage disposal, and water supplies,
programmes, may proceed together in construction.






The following is a list of the causes of death, in accordance with the
International List of Causes of Death, 1938 :—

Causes of Death. Male Female Total

1. Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fever — - -
2. Cerebro Spinal Fever ... 1 — 1
3. Scarlet Fever — — —
4. Whooping Cough —- - -
5. Diphtheria : — — —
6. T.B. of Respiratory hy%em 4 1 5]
7. T.B.—other forms — 1 |
8. Syphiletic Diseases 1 — ]
9. Influenza 1 2 3
10. Measles ... — - —
11. Ae. Poliomyelitis and Pﬂhoenﬁephahtlfx - = = —
12. Ac. Inf. Encephalitis ... = — — —
13. Cancer of Bucecal Cavity, Gﬂanph agus {M} and
Uterus (F) ... — 2 2
14. Cancer of Stomach and Duodenum .. 2 7 0
15. Cancer of Breast — 2 2
16. Cancer of all other sites 6 10 16
17. Diabetes A —- 1 1
18. Intra. Cranial Lesions 9 6 15
19. Heart Disease 30 41 71
20. Other disorders of Glrc-ll]ﬂ'l'-nrj? system 4 4 8
21. Bronchitis 10 6 16
22, Pneumonia : 5 5 10
23. Other respiratory dlsurders e
24. Uleer of Stomach and Duodenum == o it
25. Diarrhoea (under 2 years) - — —
26. Appendicitis —_ — —
27. Other digestive dlsordam 2 1 3
28. Nephritis : 7 8 15
29. Puerperal and post a.bn:-rtwe sepsm % —_— = .=
30. Other Maternal causes : — — —
31. Premature birth " 3 . 5
32. Congenital Malformation und Blrth injury 1 1 2
33. Suicide ... : 3 — 3
34. Road Traffic mmd&nts 3 — 3
35. Other violent causes = 2 2
36. All other causes 4 5 9

g6 107 203




Births—The number of live births assigned to this district was
321, compared with 279 in 1945. The rate per thousand of the popula-
tion was 20-58 which is the highest recorded rate for the district, and
exceeds the rate for England and Wales by 1-48. The following table
gives comparisons over the past five year period :—

Birth Rate 1942-46.
1942 1943 1944 1945 1946

Brixworth ... 17-86 17-47 20-23 17-9 20-58
Northamptonshire. ... Voo 1666 17-91 2007
England and Wales 158 16G-5 17-6 16-1 19-1

Still Births—The number of still births during 1946 was two
(both legitimate females). The rates for the past five years are given
in the following table (per 1,000 live and still births) :—

Still Birth Rate.
1942 1943 1944 1945 1946

Brixworth ... . 3267 2666 136 21-06  30-96
England and Wales e 93:20 30-10 27-70

Illegitimate Births—There were 22 illegitimate births assigned
to the district during the year (9 males and 13 females), compared with
26 in 1945. This gives a rate of 68-10.

Maternal Mortality—It is pleasing to record that no deaths
oceurred from puerperal causes, or conditions allied to childbirth.

Infant Mortality —The number of infants who died before reaching
their first birthday was eleven (five males and six females). One male
was illegitimate. The canses of death are set out in the table below :—

Causes of Death of Children under One Year.

Age in Weeks.
Causes of Death —1 —2 —3 —4 5-52 Total

Congenital Malformations - —_— == — = —
2. Diseasges of Early Infancy—
Congenital Debility and Icterns — — — — —
Premature Birth
Injury at Birth ... e e e
Atelectasis ——_— — = = =
Others ... e — - = = 1
3. Diseases of Respiratory System  — 1 — — 3
4. Diseaszes of Digestive System ... — — — — —
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SECTION B.
GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES.

Laboratory Service—Laboratory work in connection with the
diagnosis and control of Infectious Diseases is carried out at the Emer-
gency Public Health Laboratory in Northampton General Hospital.
The following is a list of the work done during the year.

Throat Swabs ... 36
Nasal Bwabs ... 2
Sputum ... 1
Faeces .. 53
Blood ... 3
Water ... 79
Milk o o1

The cost of this service was £13 4z, 0d.

Diphtheria Antitoxin—A supply of antitoxin is maintained at the
Council Offices, in accordance with the Diphtheria Antitoxin (Outside
London) Order, 1919, and can be obtained by Medical Practitioners for
use within the District.

Ambulance Services—General Medical and Surgical cases are
removed by the St. John's Ambulance from Northampton. Infectious
cases are removed in the ambulance of the Kettering Joint Hospital
Board to the Kettering Isolation Hospital.

Nursing in the Home—The total number of births attended by
District Nurses as midwives was 123, and as maternity nurses 74. The
number of general nursing cases attended was 618.

Treatment Centres and Clinics—The following clinics, staffed by
members of the County Council Staff, are held at the places and dates
indicated.

Brixworth Infant Welfare. 3rd Friday each month—Village Hall

Welford iy £ 4th Wednesday ,, = = i
Moulton - " lst Tuesday 3 25 35 5
Brixworth Ante-Natal Clinic 2nd Friday i i 2 »

Hospitals—Cases of Infectious diseases are removed to Kettering
Isolation Hospital. General Medical and Surgical Cases obtain treatment
at the Northampton General Hoépital. The Northamptonshire County
Couneil administer St. John's Maternity Home, Weston Favell, which is
available for maternity cases. Admissions are arranged through the
County Couneil.
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SECTION €
SANITARY CONDITIONS OF THE DISTRICT,

Water Supply—The provision of piped water supplies throughout
the Distriet is under consideration, and the extension of the Brixworth
Main to Scaldwell, Old, Walgrave, Hannington and Holcot has com-
menced.

Sewage Disposal—No major schemes and/or improvements were
carried out during the year ; the arrangements of drainage and sewerage,
therefore, remain substantially the same.

Closet Accommodation—One privy vault lavatory was replaced
by a water closet, and two additional water closets were provided during
the year.

Disinfection—Concurrent and terminal disinfection by means of
gaseous and liquid disinfectants is carried out in homes where infectious
disease is notified.

Disinfestation—In three cases disinfestation of premises was
carried out following complaints of their verminous condition,

Eradication of Bed Bugs—No cases of infestation by bed bugs
received treatment during the year. Only one case was reported and
upon investigation it was found to be without foundation.

Moveable Dwellings—No licences were granted by the Council
under the Public Health Act, 1936, Sec. 269.

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919—The County Council, as
the Authority under the Act, has delegated their powers as provided
under Sect. 2 (2) to this Council. A number of rat infestations have been
dealt with in conjunction with the County Pests Officer, employed by
the NNW.A.E.C. The Council's refuse tips are treated by the NNW.A E.C.
as necessary at an annual charge of £5 per tip.

Public Cleansing—Refuse is collected throughout the District
monthly, except in the case of Devon View and Whitehills Estate

Districts of Boughton parish where a fortnightly collection is made.
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SECTION E.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Milk and Dairies Order, 1926—The number of cowsheds on the
Register at 31st December, 1946, was 168. Periodic inspections were
carried out by the Sanitary Inspectors, usually coinciding with the
visits for the purpose of milk sampling.

Cowsheds inspected .. . N
Cowsheds—defects fuund a.nd remedted 5
No. of milk samples taken ... e |

Milk Sampling—Samples have been taken from dairies and during
the course of delivery to the consumers throughout the year, and sub-
mitted to the County Laboratory for bacteriological tests for cleanliness
and keeping qualities. Whilst the Milk and Dairies Order 1926, does
not. prescribe any bacteriological standards, the reports on the samples
give some indication to producers and retailers of the standard of cleanli-
ness they attain in producing clean milk and its keeping qualities.

The bacteriological test used is the Methylene Blue Reduction Test
and standards on which milks are classified are as follows :—

WINTER.

| |
Decolourisation in | Decolowrisation in |ﬂemhmrimtian after
less than 4 hours | 4}—5) hours. | 5 hours

Bad. Moderate. Good.

Food Premises—Inspections made by the Sanitary Inspector and
his staff during the year were as follows :—
Butcher's Shops 27
Bakehouses 11

Meat Inspection—Owing to the fact that meat is now slaughtered in
Northampton and Market Harborough and sent out to the various
butchers within the District, very little meat is now inspected. From
time to time unsound meat is reported to the Sanitary Inspector and is
then examined. During the year 40 lb. of beef was found to be unfit
for human consumption.

(Careful attention is being paid to the method of delivering meat to
the District, in some cases the vans delivering meat have been found to
be unsatisfactory.
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SECTION F.

PREVELANCE OF AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER DISEASES.

Notifications of the following infectious diseaseswere received during

the year, the figures in brackets for the same diseases, notified during

1945. Period distribution and parish distribution tables are to be
found at the end of the report.

Rate per 1000

| population.
Disease Male. | Female. | Tolal. :
Briz- | Eng. d:
worth | Wales.
Pneumonia 2 3 5 (3) 0-32 0-89

Measles b s | - el L 30 (301) 1-90 3-92
Searlet Fever

S DT 18 (39) | 1-98 1-38
Anterior Poliomyelitis — — —(D — —
Dysentery Sonne — — — (14) — e
Erysipelas 1 1 2 (2) 0-13 0-22
Diphtheria ] — 3 3 (3) 0-19 0-28
Typhoid ... 1 — 1{(—) | 0-06 —
Whooping Cough T R I 11 27 (15) 172 2.28*
Peuperal Pyrexia el — — —{7) — 8-50
Ophthalmia Neonatorinm 1 1 2(—)| 013 -

TOTALS L 44 44 88
|

Small Pox—No cases reported.

Scarlet Fever—Eighteen cases were reported during the year, of
these thirteen were removed to the Isolation Hospital at Kettering,
and five were isolated at home. No deaths were recorded.

Typhoid Fever—One case of Typhoid was notified, being a resident
at the County Institute of Agriculture, Moulton. He was from
Aberstwyth, and had been living there during the typhoid epidemic
before coming into this District. The patient recovered.

16



Diphtheria—Three cases of Diphtheria oceurred during the year.
All were removed to the Isolation Hospital at Kettering, and no deaths
were reported.  All were adults who had not been immunised.

Diphtheria Immunisation—

Immunisation in relation to the child population.

The following table gives the number of children who had completed
a full course of immunisation against Diphtheria up to 31st December,

1946,
Age at 31-12-46 Under 1 1 2 3 ' 4 Gto9 | 1060 14| Total
Year Born 1946 1945 | 1944 | 1943 | 1942 | 1937-41 | 1932.46 | under 15
Number immunised _ 134 203 177 180 046 ‘ a1l 2561
Estimated mid-year
population 1946 1340 2060 3400
Percentage 52 90

A comparison with the similar table in 1945 report will show tha* the
figures for the immunisation of the child population continues to improve.
The above table does not allow for the numbers of children who may be
immunised by general practitioners under private arrangements.

Immunisation is carried out at all the Infant Welfare Centres in the
District, viz., Welford, Brixworth, Moulton and also at sessions of school
medical inspection when required.

Application for immunisation can be made to the County Council
Health Visitor, or arrangements can be made with private general
practitioners under the County Couneil Scheme.

Measles—Only 30 cases of measles were notified throughout the year.
The infection was of a mild type and no deaths were recorded.

Whooping Cough—Twenty seven cases of whooping cough were
reported and no deaths were notified.

Scabies—Four notifications of scabies were received during the year.
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HOUSING.

1. Inspection of Dwelling houses during the year :—

1. (a) Number of dwelling houses inspected for defects
under Public Health or Housing Acts
(b) Inspections made for the purpose

2. (a) Number of dwelling houses inspected and recorded
under Housing Consolidated Regs. 1925/32
(b) Inspections made for the purpose

3. Number of dwelling houses found to bein a state dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habi-
tation

Dwelling houses (exclusive of those under preceding
subheading) not in all respects reasonably fit for
habitation ...

2. Remedy of Defects during the year without the service of

Formal Notice :—
Number of Houses rendered fit in consequence of action hy
Local Authority or Officers :

Housing Act ...
Public Health Act

3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year : —

A.  Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 Housing Aect,

1936 :—

1. Dwelling houses in respect of which notices were
served requiring repairs

2. Dwelling houses rendered fit after service of Formal
Notice :
(a) By Owners
(b) By Local Authority in dﬁfﬂ.ﬂlt -:rf' owners

B. Proceedings under Public Health Acts :—

1. Dwelling houses in respect of which notices were
served requiring defects to be remedied

2. Dwelling houses in which defects were remedied
after service of formal notices :
(a) By Owners
(b) By Local Authorityin deu.ult uf OWTers

19

1419
1861

267

281
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