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The Hospital Ship * Margarida.’’

Has been maintained in good working order and in
readiness to receive patients.

The Moorings of the Hospital Ship were examined in

June, 1905, and reported to be in order.
f

CASES OF SICKNESS DURING THE YEAR
1908.

On 12th Mareh, S.S. * Hilarius,” from Antwerp,
arrived and reported case of Enteric Fever left at Antwerp.
No sickness on arrival. Ship disinfected.

On 2nd April, the Customs reported that a man on the
8.8 “ Highland Prince ” from Alexandria to Bristol, was
suffering from an eruption on the head and body. The
ship was visited, the man seen by the Assistant Port
Medical Officer, and the case found to be probably
syphilitic.

On 13th April, the 8.8. * Hollinside,” from River Plate,
arrived at Bristol with one of the crew ill. The man
was suffering from bad cold.

On 18th April, the S.8. © Pendower,” arrived at Bristol
from Rosario. The second engineer had been ill about a
month, previously with symptoms attributed to slight
Malaria, but which might have been due to slight Enterie,
Man was practically well on arrival, but forward notice
was sent to the Medical Officer of Health, S. Shields,
whither he was proceeding.

On 19th May, notice was received from the Customs
that the 8.8. * Jersey City ” from New York had pro-
ceeded to Bristol Docks, and that the Master stated the
chief engineer died suddenly from Diarrhcea three days
after leaving New York. Enquiry failed to show any
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SHIPS INSPECTED UNDER THE REGULATIONS FOR
THE PORT OF GLOUCESTER.
1908.

With Sickness on Board.

On 29th March, the S8.8. * Generoso ™ arrived in King-
road from Rosario, bound to Sharpness. The Customs
detained her under the Cholera, Yellow Fever and Plague
Regulations, there being four cases of suspicious illness
on board, and reported at once to the Bristol Port Medical
Officer. The ship was visited by the Assistant Port
Medical Officer the same afternoon, and he found four
men suffering from illness which he suspected to be very
mild Enteric Fever. Blood from three of them was taken
for examination by Widal test, and the Gloucester Port
Medical Officer was warned by telegraph that the vessel
would dock at Sharpness next morning with four possible
cases of Iinteric Fever on board. The result of the Widal
test was positive for two out of the three samples sub-
mitted. The cases and the ship were dealt with by the
Gloucester Authority on her arrival there.

On 15th September, the owners of 8.8. ** Carib Prince,”
from Gaza to Sharpness, reported that captain had been
left at Malta, and there died from Inflammation of Lungs.
Gloucester Port Medical Officer advised of facts by wire.

On 20th October, the S.8." Avonmore” from Nicholaief,
was brought up in Kingroad and visited by the Assistant
Port Medical Officer. An A.B. fourteen days after leaving
Nicholaief, suffered from Diarrheea without other obvious
symptoms, and did not report sick : bowels more or less
loose up to time of arrival. Two firemen had also
slight Diarrheea during the voyage, but were well on
arrival. Only condensed water used on board. The
Gloucester Port Medical Officer was advised of the facts
and the ship proceeded to Sharpness.
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PUBLIC HEALTH
(REGULATIONS AS TO FOOD) ACT, 1907.
Two sets of Regulations have been issued by the Local
Government Board :—

1. The First Series (Unsound Food) Regulations
dated September 12th, 1908, came into force on
October 1st, 1908 ; and

2. The Public Health (Foreign Meat) Regula-
tions, dated September 12th, 1908, came into force
on January lst, 1909.

The execution of these Regulations is compulsorily
placed upon all Port Sanitary Authorities, and upon Port
Medical Officers of Health.

The Regulations are here summarised :(—

PORT OF BRISTOL.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT
(REGULATIONS AS TO FOOD) ACT, 1907.
[T Edw. T Ch. 32].

e ——

STATUTORY RULES & ORDERS, 1908. No. T17.

The Public Health (Foreign Meat) Regulations.
September 12th, 1908.

o ——

PROCEDURE.
1. TueE OrriceEr oF CustoMms, on arrival of a Ship,
shall ascertain whether the cargo comprises any Foreign
Meat.

2. The Orricer or Cusrtowms, if he finds the cargo
comprises any Foreign Meat of Class I. or Class I1., shall
give Notfice in writing to the Master or to the Importer,
requiring that it shall not be removed from the Ship, or
from the place of delivery or landing, or from any other
place specified in the Notice, until it has been examined
by the MepicarL OrriceEr or HEALTH ; and
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Public HealthT (Regulations as to Food) Act, 1907.

Statutory Rules and Orders, 1908, No. 718,

FIRST SERIES (UNSOUND FOOD) REGULATIONS.
SEPTEMBER 121H, 1908,

PROCEDURE.
1. The Mgpicarn OrriceEr oF HEALTH or an Assis-
tant acting on his behalf, may examine an article of food

on board or during landing or which has been landed
within the District.

2. The Mepicar Orricer oF HEALTH may examine
the article of food while it is on board a Ship within the
District, or after it has been delivered overside, and before

it has been landed.

3. The Master or A Smip, including the Officer for
the time being in charge of the Ship, shall, at the request
of the Medical Officer of Health, afford him access to the
ship at any reasonable time, for the examination of food
on board, and shall afford all such facilities, by convenient
and suitable arrangement, unpacking or uncovering of
cargo comprising food, as the Medical Officer of Health
may reasonably require for the examination of any article
of food.

4, The Custopiax of any lands or premises shall
similarly afford the Medical Officer of Health access to
the lands or premises, at any reasonable time, and shall,
as well as the ImporTER, afford the Medical Officer of
Health reasonable facilities for the examination of any
article of food.

5. The Mepicar Orricer oF HeavrrH, if of opinion,
on examination, that any article of food is unsound or
unwholesome or unfit for the food of man, may seize and
carry away the article of food: or may by Notice
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landed within the District and deposited upon such pre-
mises, he may make complaint to a Justice, who may
thereupon by a Warrant authorise the Medical Officer
of Health to enter the lands or premises, and to search
for, seize and carry away the article of food, with like
procedure as previously set forth.

9. The Sasrrary AvrtHority, where, in pursuance
of these Regulations, an article of food is destroyed or
otherwise disposed of under the supervision of the Medical
Officer of Health, shall, before the destruction or other
disposal of the article of food, cause a description sufficient
for identification to be duly recorded, and shall keep the
record in their custody for a period of not less than 12
months.

10. The Meprcar Orricer oF HEALTH may take a
sample from a consignment of articles of food for any
purpose of these Regulations .

11. The ImporTER or person having custody or con-
trol of the consignment of food, shall, if the Medical
Officer of Health is of opinion, on taking a sample that
special procedure is necessary for the examination of the
articles of food, afford, during such time not exceeding
48 hours as the Medical Officer of Health by Notice in
writing appoints, or during any longer time appointed
by the Medical Officer of Health, and consented to by the
Importer, all such reasonable facilities as regards con-
venient and suitable arrangement and place of deposit,
as the Medical Officer of Health may require for the
completion of the examination of the articles of food.

12, Where the duties of an OFFiCER OF CuUsTOMS
with respect to the examination of a cargo or consign-
ment comprising an article of food have not been wholly
discharged, consent of the Officer of Customs must be
obtained before the examination of the food ; but facilities
are to be afforded by Officers of Customs in pursuance of
these Regulations,
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Samples taken are forwarded to the Office for the in-
spection of the Medical Officer of Health, who is called
in for assistance in doubtful cases, or in case of seizure
of consignments. Proceedings before a Magistrate are
avoided, except in obvious cases of fraud, and condemned
cargoes are generally destroyed by private arrangement,

The Medical Officer of Health has the whole onus of
administration of the Act and Orders.

The work needs continuous supervision.

Provisions for Special Examinations.

No Veterinary Medical Officer is engaged because live
cattle go to Deptford, and are there examined by an
Inspector of the Board of Agriculture, and the Meat
dealt with in the Slaughterhouses.

In case of special analytical, pathological, bacterio-
logical, or veterinary advice being required, Dr. Williams
calls in the aid of experts, to whom special fees would be
paid.

Clerical Work.
One Clerk is employed his whole time in connection
with the various Notices and correspondence.

Schedule.
NecEssaAry Forms axp NoTICES.

1. The London Customs Bill of Entry (including
Bristol). Subscription £3 10s. 0d. per annum—
gives daily list of arrivals with nature of cargo.

2. Notice of Seizure to Superintendent.

Request of Owners to sort seized goods,

Notice to Superintendent to deliver goods for
destruction.

Inspector’s Report of Food destroyed.

Medical Officer of Health's certificate of destruction,
Undertaking not to use as human food.

Medical Officer of Health’s permission to use but
not as human food.

A
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No arrangements have been hitherto made by the Port
Sanitary Committee for securing inspection of imported
Foods. The Port Inspection Staff is organised only for
dealing with the importation of dizease, and with the
general sanitary condition of vessels, and they have their
hands quite full, '

The only two Ports that have hitherto syvstematically
examined food imports are Manchester and London,
where the Port Medical Officers of Health undertake Port
work alone as whole time work,

RECOMMENDATION.

We consider that it would be advisable at first
To appoint a Port Inspector of Foods, who possesses
as far as possible, the qualifications necessary, to act
under the direction of the Port Medical Officer of
Health or the Assistant Port Medical Officer of Health,
in execution of the Public Health (Regulations as to
Food) Acts, 1907, and Regulations made thereunder.

It would appear to be advisable for this Inspector of
Foods to live at Avonmouth, where he could not only
attend to the Food imports discharging at that Dock,
but could also undertake inspection of the Slaughter-
houses, and of slaughtering taking place at the Docks,
and so relieve the City Meat Inspector. (See suggestion
in Special Report of Medical Officer of Health on Exten-
sion of the City Boundaries, December, 1904).

Avonmouth is only a short train journey from Bristol,
and Portishead can be reached by train and ferry, or by
boat, so that his services could be divided amongst the
three places.

If further assistance were needed in the Bristol City
Docks for Food Inspection, it is a question whether some
co-ordination could not take place with the present
Inspectors under the Food and Drugs Acts,
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T have to acknowledge with thanks the assistance
accorded by the Port Sanitary Officers at Cardiff. Newport,
Barry and Swansea, in following up ships requiring atten-
tion, and supplying information, by which much work
has been secured.

Tables giving details of the work done and results
obtained are appended.

Port Sanitary Launch.

In the Spring of the year the Launch, by the Committee’s
instructions, was surveyed by Lloyds, and the Docks
Engineer’s Surveyors, and considerable repairs were carried
out, with the result that, though regularly at work few
and unimportant repairs have since only been needed.

During the year the Boat, with the exception of the
period when under repairs, was employed in regular tide
work, between 6 am. and 8 p.m., till September 25th,
and, from that time, in consequence of the prevalence of
Cholera in various Ports, on every tide to the end of the
vear, when such Ports became frozen up.

The Boat also was used as tender to the Ship Hospital
for supplying stores, ete,

Ship Hospital.

During the year the exterior and most of the interior
of the ship was painted. A portion of the main deck
under the Laundry and Store room with the starboard
gsills of the Deck-house were removed in consequence of
decay and leakage, and were replaced by the ship carpen-
ter, assisted by the ship steward, as directed by your
Committee, and no outside assistance has been required.

1 am, Gentlemen,
Yours obediently,

S. DIMOND,
Cheef Port I nspector,
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