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A—VITAL STATISTICS.

! POPULATION.

The population of the County DBorough of Brighton at the middle
of 1898 1s estimated by the Registrar-General to be 122,430. This estimate
is based on the assumption that the rate of increase during the decennium
1831-go, is being continued in the present decennium.

During 1898, 324 new dwelling-houses were passed by the Borough
Surveyor’'s Department, as compared with 412 in 1897, and 397 In 1896,
These were situate in the following Wards :—Kemp Town 19, Lewes Road
65, Pier 8, Queen’s Park 11, Hanover 8, St. Nicholas 1, Regency 1, Pavilion 1,
Preston 150, Preston Park €o.

In Table II. an estimate of the population in each ward is given, and on
this estimate are based the death-rates in each Ward given in Table III. Such
an estimate can necessarily only be approximately accurate, in view of the fact
that 8 years have elapsed since the last census.

BIRTHS.

The total number of births registered in the Borough in the 52 weeks
ending December 3ist, 1898, was 3,035—1,531 of boys and 1,504 of girls.
This is equivalent to a birth-rate of 248 per 1,000 inhabitants., The birth-rate
of the thirty-three great towns was 3o'3 per 1,000, that of London being 2q'5.
Brighton had the lowest birth-rate among the great towns, with the exception
of Huddersfield, Halifax, and Bradford. For a comparison of the birth-rate
with that of previous years see Table I.

Of the births, 215 were of illegitimate children, forming 7'1 per cent. of the
" total births, as compared with 6.2 per cent. in the previous year. 79 births
'i occurred in the Workhouse, of which 67 were of illegitimate children.
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TasLe II.
Number of Deaths during 1898 from
E - | = 8
(= ) (] =T — —
= @ d @ y = : g ., =l
WARD, £ g 3|5 | sl g |al B |3 58|53
BB Al L = o helts | = (S8 | Es
22 [ 2L f2lElE| & |2l & | 3 |na|4E
= [F|&|2|= |g|& | & |sA |53
4 |S|18 |58 3 2 | 2&
b z 5 |
WEemp Town .| 7,56 |105() | 1|—|—| 3 |[|—| 4 5 2 |18
W Queen’s Park -~ _..| 7,194 | 147 (*?)| — | — 1| 3oy () | 12(%)| 13(%)| 92(=)] 18()
| Yier e | 11,000 | 248 18) | — | 2 b 15 5| 19 21 g | 35
. . | osams o) | wl=t=lg (=] =] &Y = |7
Regency ... .| 8202|1271 | 1| 2| 6| 5 T I e TR
| West | 2721 5T (V) |[—|— | 1] 1 - 1] i | 4 5
iMDntPBiiEl‘ 6,065 | 57 (") | — L | — ) T = 3| 6 2(*) 8
| 8t. Nicholas wo| 10,7086 (170 1| 4| — | 8 1 10 oo 11 |15
15t. John's ... .| 12,346 | 230 — = 3 | 20 3 15 18 8 4]
| Hanover ... <] 10,810 | 211 - 4 21 8 5| 20 19 i 23
| Lewes Road | 1L,856 (231 () | — 2 i 1|10 4 23 14 14 49
I8t Peter's...  ...| 8492 149 o| 2| 1| 4 T 5 G T 7 |16
| Preston Park  ...| 7,000 | 72 — == = 1 5 6 — (11
| Preston ... | 10,000 133 (*) 11 3] 2|1 -- ] 11 3 |16
| 122,310 [1984(7%) 7|22 | 18 [71(*)| 21 | 128 | 162 | 77 (%)|267(*)
! l e ) il I

The numbers oecurring in brackets relate to deaths in publie institutions, the home
addresses of whom conld not be determined. T EEJ" are not included in the
Ward death-rates calenlated in Table I1I., which shew the relative death-rates
from the more important preventible causes of death.

Tasre III.
i Annual Death-rate from
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Kemp Town..., 147 | 0'l4| — — | 042 | — | 066 | 0°70 | 028 | 2:52

, Queen’s Park 204 | 094 | 042 | — [ 168 | 1'82 | 126 | 2-52
ol Pier ... 208 — | 0717 | 008 | 056 040 | 152 | 1'68 048 | 280
_rl Pavilion 92 | 0018 | — — | 036 | — — | 072 | 036 | 126
| Regency 154 | 0112 | 024 | 0-72 | 0°60 | 0112 | 024 | 1-32 | 0:54 | 18D
B West ... 108 | — | — (019|019 | — | 019 | 0:19 | 076 | 005
Bl Montpelier ..., 94 — | 016 | — - — | 048 | 0096 | 032 | 128
o] 8t. Nicholas..., 158 | 010 | 040 | — — | 010 | 1°00 | 220 | 1-10 | 080
St. John's | 186 — | 0168 | 024 | 1'60 | 024 | 1°20 | 126 | 064 | 332
Hanover i 193 — | 017 | 009 | 088 | 0:34 | 198 | 120 | 120 | 335

Lewes Road ...| 198 — | = - — — | = — | — —
St. Peter's .| 172 | 024 | 024 | 0112 | 048 | 0112 | 096 | 1-32 | 084 | 102
Preston Park 10-3 — — — — | 04| 070 | 054 | — | 164
Preston 13-3 010 | 030 020 | 0°10 | — 060 | 110 ‘ 0-30 | 160
| |

~ There is a possibility of error in the estimated populations of the different
Wards ; but after allowance for this, the above death-rates, especially those for
diarrheea, phthisis, and bronchitis and pneumonia are suggestive and instructive.
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DEATH OF VISITORS.

Of the total z,1or deaths registered in Brighton during last year, 57
occurring in private houses, 43 in the County Hospital, and 1 in the
Convalescent Home, Kemp Town, were stated to be of visitors, The return
of deaths among visitors is incomplete, many of the deaths occurring amongst
visitors not being marked as such. The County Hospital in particular draws
a considerable number of patients from surrounding districts, as will be seen
from the following table of deaths in that institution :—

1802. 1893. 1804. 1895. 1896. 1897. 1898.
Deaths of Inhabitants of
Brighton WO O e e | S IR R
Deaths of persons from the
rural districts of Sussex,

&ec, RN SRR L [ P el e | LB |
Deaths of persons from

Hove ... ST B T e (R R S U i LR e e
Deaths of persons from

London, &ec. ... A T IS R e e R e
Addresses not known ... = cee = we B ovee L oaee = s 2 eee —
Death of person with no

fixed abode ... Sl Ry e e e e i e

Total Deaths in the
Sussex County Hospital 104 121 133 131 136 133 116

A e

e — ————

Thus, taking the average of seven years, 30°3 per cent. of the total deaths

in the County Hospital were of non-residents.

Of the 29 deaths in the Children’s Hospital during 1898, one came from
each of the following places :—Bognor, Oxford, Hove, Southwick, Worthing,
Littlehampton and London.

The Registrar-General now excludes from the Brighton returns the deaths
occurring in the Female Convalescent Home, Marine Parade, in the Sussex
County Hospital, and in the Borocugh Sanatorium respectively, of persons who
had not resided in the Borough prior to their admission into the respective
institutions ; and includes on the other hand the deaths of any Preston paupers
which occur in the Steyning Union Workhouse. As shewn by the above table,
43 deaths of outsiders occurred at the County Hospital. The result of the
correction carried to this extent is to reduce the total 2ro1 deaths by 44. No
correction is made for the Children’s Hospital and other institutions in the
town ; and no account is taken of the much larger number of visitors who die
in Brighton, but not in any public institution in it.
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DEATHS AND SICKNESS ACCORDING TO SEASON.

Table XI. shews the weekly deaths from the chief causes. In the following
table the incidence of the notifiable infectious diseases is shewn according to the
months of the year. The cases are classified according to the date of onset of
each case.

TapLe IV.

: Il| ot Diphtlllm'i:.i. i : :

small | Searlet filne nterie | Punerpera g

Pox. | Fever. [Membranous| Fever. Fm'Par. Erysipelas. | Total.

I Croup.

January 0 28 36 8 2 9 83
February 0 24 37 12 1 9 83
March 0 39 2 | G 1 10 B0
April ... i 33 13 G 1 T 60
May ... (1} 20 19 4 0 12 G4
June ... 0 | 19 11 | B 1 ! 45
July 0 17 8 10 0 8 44
Aungust 0 | 27 17 12 0 ] 62
September IR 9 24 2 4 62
Oetober 0 | 40 45 i) 0 10 112
November (] 48 (il i ] -3 | 119
December 0 43 101 17 1 0 | 171
Total ... e 1] 370 350 130 a9 b1 088

CHIEF CAUSES OF DEATH.

The chief causes of death, and the number of deaths from each disease or
group of diseases, are tabulated in Table V. This table gives the relative
incidence of different diseases, and the incidence of each disease in the two
sexes and at different ages.

ZYMOTIC DISEASES.

The seven chief infectious diseases caused 284 deaths, as compared with
195 in the previous year, which is equivalent to an annual death-rate of 2°33 per
1,000 of population. A glance at Table I. shews how this stands in relation to
preceding years.

The relative proportion borne by each zymotic disease is shewn in Table VI.
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TaeLe VI.

Annual Death-Rate per 100,000 of population from
g i | | w & =
(=] 4 L~ = =
o e : 3 - 3 = s | = =
2 = o = o = E E_,; & Ea = |
ivE (ElE Bl E B S tER] B s §§
2 = = g = = w |2 | £ |22 |5 [E¢
ST IR A S I T e
2| & 85 (A | & |89]| R |5 |™[85
& < 5| B
1869 | 87,650 | 2060 | — ™ | 3% | 45 |8 | M7 | 38 | — | —
1870 | 88,8781 2300 | 45 | 44 | 150 | 32 | 83 | 40 | 111 | 508 | — | —
1871 | 90,345 | 2260 | 71 | % 91 9 9 | 38 | 156 | 306 | — | —
1872 | 91,684 2080 | 4 | 45 | 8 | 10 | 26 | 27 | 143 | 338 | — | —
1873 | 93,041 | 1870 | — 7 6 4 | 45 | 38 | 01 | 188 | —| —
1874 | 95,207 (2130 | 1 | 65 4 | 20 | 55 | 84 | 78 | 2568 | — | —
*1876 | 97,005 | 2250 | — 2 | 21 | 8 | 89 |2 |104 | 2186 | —|—
1876 | 98,746/ 2000 | 1 [ 57 | 68 | 9 | 18 | 14 | 76 | 288 | — [ —
1877 | 100,510 | 1910 | 10 2 | 27 | 65| 62| 18 | BO | 194 [288 | —
1878 | 102,320 | 2160 | — | 22 8 4 | 80 | 16 | 107 | 238 [225 | —
1879 (104,150 | 1930 | — | 25 [ 13 | 3 | 62 | 10 | 42 | 146 1¢| —
1880 | 106,200 | 2000 | — | 22 | 77 | 3 | 4 | 21 | 127 | 200 192 | —
1881 107,934 | 1910 | & | 21 | 68 6 | 30 | 42 | 48 | 263 [183 | —
1882 | 108,680 | 2180 | 4 | 143 | 83 | 7 |115 | 25 | 61 | 438 [208 | —
1883 | 109,423 | 1960 | — | 51 | 11 6 | 67 | 25 | 96 | 246 [192 | —
1884 | 110,180 | 1870 | 1 7|92 | 14 | a2 |24 | 80 | 178 |195 | —
1885 | 110,038 | 1760 | 1 | 31 6 | 16 | 40 | 16 | 32 | 142 01| —
1886 111,704 | 1780 | — | 10 | 12 | 19 | 60 | 12 | 84 | 197 [195 | —
1887 112,478 | 1770 | — | 64 9 | 27 | 28 |12 | o5 | 258 178 | —
1888 | 113,248 | 1700 | — 3 g | 21 |48 | 1% | & 142 (153 | 65
1889 | 114,020 | 1610 | — | 40 | 10 | 9 | 24 | 16 | 56 | 160 [178 | 67
1800 | 114,814 | 1910 | — | 53 | 10 | )2 | 80 | 11 | 82 | 257 [102 | 86
1891 | 115,606 | 1820 | — | 24 MR Yo e ) T 41 | 105 |143 | 81
1892 | 116,424 | 1890 | — | 99 7 | 19 | 19 7 | 58 | 200 141 | 79
1893 | 117,843 | 1840 | — | 11 9 | 80 | #7 | 18 | 74 | 158 [168 | 88
1894 | 118,715 1640 | — | 30 3 | 12 | 9 | 44 | 120 152 | 87
1895 | 119,606 | 1880 | — | 21 4-| 15 | 34 | 12 | 86 | 172 [187 | T4
1896 | 120,499 | 1610 | — | 45 516 ] 28 | 11 | 61 | 185 |150 | 68
1807 [121,401| 1501 | — | 14 | 10 | 10 | 21 | 17 | o1 | 163 [142 | 47
1808 | 122,310 | 1674 | — 7 6 | 18 | 18 | 15 | 105 | 2313 |136 | 65

* Preston added to the Borough in 1874,

THE NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

For a knowledge of the more important Infectious Diseases we are, since
March 1st, 1891, no longer dependent solely on the uncertain and late informa-
tion obtainable from the death-returns and from casual sources.

The more accurate and prompt returns furnished to me under the Infectious
Diseases (Notification) Act show that the total number of cases of Infectious
Diseases notified during 1898 was ¢85 :—Diphtheria, 380 ; Scarlet Fever. 370;
Enteric Fever, 129 ; Erysipelas, 88 ; Puerperal Fever, g ; Membranous Croup, o ;
Small-pox, o ; Remittent Fever, 1.

The above is the number of supposed cases of infectious disease. Further
observation in a certain proportion of these led to a revision of the diagnosis.

Three cases of Diphtheria, 7 of Enteric Fever, 4 of Erysipelas, and 4 of
Scarlet Fever, were notified severally by two doctors, chiefly in connection
with their removal to hospitals.

*The total number of notifications (including 6 by myself) was 1006,
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as compared with 700 in 1897. Of these, 200 occurred in public medical
practice—the amount payable for the certificates being £ 10 os.; while 8oo
occurred in private medical practice—the amount payable being L1100,

The cost of administering the Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act in each

complete year since its adoption in Brighton is as follows :—-
Cost OF NoTIFICATION FEES PAID TO

YEAR. MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS PER 1,000 OF POPULATION.
5. d.
1892 ... vk L
1893 . TSR i1 S
1894 ... R (- -
1895 ... e, 10 )
1896 ... e
FO0T e i -
1808 ... .. I8 o
TaeLe VII.
f:“i'umbEr of Nun{her of |Case-mortality
linfectionscases. deaths per :
per 100,000 of | 100,000 of |y amuer of |
population. population. |- oo nﬂfitied.
r 1802 a4 19 20:2
1583 157 30 154
1584 104 232 21°1
Diphtheria and Croup .../ 1885 171 15 ‘ 88
1896 141 16 109
1897 154 10 65
. 1808 all 18 a8
. 1802 321 7 2]
1893 406 9 R
18504 185 3 16
Searlet Fever woy 1895 163 4 25
1596 206 5 2:3
1897 250 10 37
. 1898 Jn2 6 20
- 1892 4 7 12-7
1893 65 13 19-5
Enterie and Continued 1394 69 Y 130
Fever ... wed 1885 72 12 16-6
18596 101 11 112
18467 HES 17 15°1
v 1598 105 15 14-3
- 1892 581 6 74
1893 145 12 53
1894 B2 5 60
Erysipelas ... ... ...d 1895 57 3 53
1896 6l 4 G0
1897 al [ 11-T
. 1808 81 4 40
1893 10 5 a0
1894 4 o £
Puerperal Fever... eq 1885 6 3 50
1806 9 4 46
1897 13 4 33
. 1898 8 1 12-5

* Notitication of cases evidently incomplete.
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ENTERIC OR TYPHOID FEVER.

During 1898, 129 cases were notified as Enteric Fever. Of these 16 sub-
sequently proved to be suffering from other diseases than Enteric Fever. 14
patients arrived in Brighton while incubating the disease or during the attack,
and 99 acquired the disease in Brighton. The gg patients acquiring the
disease in Brighton remain to be accounted for. The circumstances of each
these cases have, so far as was practicable, been carefully investigated. In
) certain proportion of cases this was impossible, owing to the death of patients
or their removal from Brighton.

The following table shows the history of cases of Enteric Fever in relation
o the eating of shell-fish during the three weeks preceding the onset of the
disease, since Midsummer, 1893 :—

TasLe VEII.
E E'E' g_h.': % § No. of cases apparently originating E3
2 —:uE 22T in the town in which : ’% ‘g,‘: =
Ihl—"g h:-rﬂ |;.: +Eﬂ
TE<S | E27 | =z = = e 'E S
552 |35 [33.]%8 | %: |33 |8:.| =
okl & s | Fagaba )l g g Slalag 8
gHo; 'SP |gEslET8| BB 158 (BT
Yen (228w . 280|225 56 52 [Ras ) %
5% 835 D5E|7up| B 35 2%
g ] Sao 32 2 | 22¥ g
o | B2 lERY (8221 A5 |32 |es | o
ey Bt R = - F-':-E .9.: r:rg = 3
seg cg’i 2ia | 282 L) &= '§§ )
se2 | sE&|SSE (277 | 38 |38 |£E | B
T R T B = e
1893 (from Mid-
summer) 1 14 19 (i} 6* —_ —_ 31
-------- + . 15 15 33 1 16 5 — 53
I
12 19 37 - Tt 12 — 56
743 18 Gl 2 22t 8 b WL 04
7+3 15 47 |l el 16 3 88
R 15 S 3 28§ 13 — 98
|
* No secondary cases, 1 Inelading one secondary case.

T Including two secondary cases,
§ Including five secondary cases.

+ It will be observed that of the 98 cases originating in Brighton during 1898 -
it was stated in 54 cases that no shell fish had been eaten within the time above
! Pecified ; in 3 other cases this point was doubtful, the patient’s own statement
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on the question not being obtainable; in 28 cases oysters, and in 13 cases
mussels, in most nstances proved to have been derived from a source grossly
contaminated by sewage, had been eaten within three weeks of the date of
onset of the disease.

Thus in 41'8 per cent. of the total cases of Typhoid Fever originating
in Brighton during 1898, there was a high degree of probability that sewage-
contaminated shell-fish were the cause of the attack. This percentage is higher
than in preceding years, and it is a public misfortune that our efforts in obtaining
control over the sale of these contaminated molluscs have hitherto been unavailing.
It must not be supposed, however, that no good has been effected. Medical
and public opinion have both been aroused, and there is reason to hope that
some measures of partial protection will ere long be proposed by the
Government.

Of the 54 cases of Typhoid Fever from the causation of which molluscs
were excluded, eight occurred in connection with a small milk outbreak, which
was happily discovered at an early date, and further trouble prevented. The:
details of this outbreak have been reported to the Sanitary Committee.  Of the
remaining 46 cases of local origin, some were due to personal infection, through
neglected cases which were nursed at home, three in one family and two in a;
second. In three instances sorters of dirty linen in laundries were attacked, and!
there is the strongest reason for believing that they acquired the disease by’
handling such linen, which had been specifically contaminated. No cases off
Typhoid Fever could be proved to exist in the houses from which the suspected!
linen came, but it is a well-known fact that mild cases of Typhoid Fever may:
remain unrecognised and yet be infective. No cases occurred among laundry--
women who were engaged in washing, a point which illustrates the importance:
of keeping all infected or even dubious articles in a wet condition.

The remaining 4o cases of local origin were not traced to any commoni
source of infection. It may be noted that in 56 per cent. of these casess
defective drains were found, as compared with 43 per cent. in the cases probablyy
caused by contaminated shell-fish. There is strong reason for thinking that the:
real source of many of the above cases remained undetected, owing to thes
difficulty of obtaining accurate histories.

SCARLET FEVER.

The proportion of cases and of deaths to population is given on page 15..
The type of disease is now very mild, which greatly increases the difficulty o
stamping it out, On several occasions during the year, small groups of cases
have occurred, which have been traced to an unrecognised case which had nov
been isolated. As in other dry years, the amount of scarlet fever during 1898
was excessive.
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DIPHTHERIA.

The proportion of cases and of deaths in population is given on page 15.
There was unfortunately a considerable increase during 18¢8.

The number of cases each month is shewn on page 11. A portion of the
increase was caused by the more accurate diagnosis now possible by bacterio-
logical means. The disease was originally imported from neighbouring districts,
attacking first three special schools. The suspicious absentees from these schools
were visited, and several slight cases for which no doctor had been called in were
detected by taking * swabs " from throats and examining them bacteriologically.
It appeared that these measures had checked the disease, but shortly afterwards
cases appeared in other schools, and on my recommendation the elementary
schools in the Borough were all closed a week before the date for the commence-
ment of the usual Christmas holidays. The disease since that date has steadily
abated. The case-mortality, as will be seen from the table on page 15, was
only 58 per cent. This may indicate a comparatively mild type of disease:
and it is probable that bacteriological means of diagnosis have caused certain
cases to be notified which in former years would have remained unnotified.
The main cause of the low case-mortality is however, 1 think, the fact that
antitoxic serum was administered in nearly every case, with striking success.

MEASLES.

Measles caused 8z deaths in 1898, as compared with 17 in 18g7. Of the
latter number 15 occurred in December,18g7. Of the deaths from Measles in 1893,
66 occurred in the first quarter of the year, 13 in the second, none in the third,
and three in the fourth quarter of the year. It will be seen, therefore, that an
epidemic of considerable magnitude occurred in December, 1897 to April, 1898,
The course of this epidemic and full particulars concerning it are described in
my Annual Report for 1897 and my Report for the first quarter of 1898, It
caused a very remarkable mortality in the children’s ward of the Workhouse
Infirmary. It is unnecessary to repeat these details here; but the epidemic
illustrates our partial inability to prevent the spread of this extremely infectious
children’s disease under present conditions.

WHOOPING COUGH.

This disease has caused only a small mortality in 1898 (see table VL. p. 14).



%3

INFLUENZA.

Influenza is an intensely infectious disease. During 1898 the number of
deaths ascribed to this disease was 33, being, with the exception of 1896 and
1897, the lowest since 1890, when, after many years’ absence, Influenza began to
bulk largely in the death-rate of England.

The number of deaths directly ascribed to Influenza in Brighton since it
first appeared in our midst has been as follows :—

TasrLe XI.
No. of Deaths ascribed to Influenza. Ay o )
Voar. Diseases of the
1st ~ 2nd drd 4th Total Respiratory Organs.
Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. | for Year, |

18349 - — e | = T 261
i 1860 18 5 -- — 23 417
1891 | 37 | 7 — 71 381
1892 143 3 1 2 149 302
1893 8 8 i 11 33 343
1l 15804 35 5 — 9 49 321
1885 82 17 1 7 167 411
1896 11 3 l 1 fi 21 299
1887 10 6 a 3 24 245
1898 22 4 1 6 33 J04

Besides the deaths returned as due to Influenza, a considerable number
returned as chest ailments have Influenza for their primary cause.

DEATHS FROM TUBERCULAR DISEASES.

A special importance attaches to tubercular diseases, in view of the fact
that they are due essentially to the entrance into the system of a special micro-
organism, the tubercle-bacillus. The majority of those thus receiving infection
are happily able to resist its development. In weaker persons, however, and
particularly in those with a family predisposition to the disease, the reception of
the infection is followed by the slow development of tuberculosis.

It will be seen from the following figures that some improvement in the
mortality from Consumption has been secured :—
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Mean Annual Death-Rate in Brighton from Phihisis ( Consumption) and other
Tubercular Diseases per roo,ooo Fersons in Groups of VYears.

TasLe XII.
| s S A
Ten years, 1861-70 295 08
Ten years, 1871-80 247 78
Three years, 1881.83 193 4
Three years, 1884-86 169 ?
Four years, 1887-90 169 ?
Three years, 1891-83 ... 150 51
1804 ... 162 87
1805 ... 167 T4
1806 ... 150 66
1807 .. : 142 47
BB ed il oy e 136 65

During 1898 the deaths from Consumption numbered 167. In 129 of
these it was found practicable to make inquiries into the history and environment
of the deceased. There was clear evidence that in at least 19 out of the 129, or
148 per cent., the illness dated from some time precedent to the date of coming |
to live in Brighton. In not a few cases death occurred within a few weeks after
the patient came to Brighton. Such sending patients to the seaside in the last
stages of disease is to be deprecated from the standpoint both of the patient and
the town,

Of the 19 cases in which a definite history was obtainable, three had lived
less than 1 month in Brighton at the time of their decease ; seven between 1 and
3 months; six between 3 and 6 months; two between 6 and 12 months.
In the remaining case the symptoms dated from a period previous to settling
in Brighton. It will be noted that this statement is necessarily incomplete. In
38 cases no inquiry was practicable, and there is reason to believe that the
majority of these were temporary residents in the town.

In every house in which consumptive patients had died the sick-rooms were
thoroughly cleansed and disinfected, and thus danger to the next occupants of
the rooms avoided.

During 1898 I have made several special reports upon Tuberculosis which,
need not be now repeated. 1n May I summarised the report of the 2nd Royall
Commission on Tuberculosis, shewing that we had locally, for some years,,
anticipated its main recommendations so far as meat inspection is concerned..
The Council, on the recommendations of the Sanitary Committee, subsequently:
agreed to adopt a memorial to the President of the Local Government Board,,
requesting him to introduce a Bill into Parliament, at the earliest opportunity, to)
give effect to the recommendations of the Royal Commission, but making:
provision for the payment of compensation in respect of carcasses condemned!
on account of Tuberculosis, to the limited extent and for the limited period!
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suggested in the supplemental recommendations adopted by certain members of
the Royal Commission,

In October it was decided to invite tenders for the supply of milk to the
Borough Sanatorium under the following conditions :—
1. That the Contractor shall furnish to the Medical Officer of Health
certificates from a qualified veterinary surgeon to the effect that

(a) The cows from which the milk supply is obtained have been
subjected to and failed to re-act to the Tuberculin test.

(#) That all re-acting animals have been removed from the
byres, and the latter cleansed and disinfected.

(¢) That all new cows purchased, from time to time during the
period of the contract, have been similarly tested.

2. That the Contractor shall not supply milk from any other source than
' the one defined above, without the special permission of the Medical
Officer of Health.

The Sanatorium is now being supplied with milk under the above conditions
at 1s. 4d. per gallon.  The Committee of the Children’s Hospital have adopted
similar measures. The County Hospital propose to do the same at the termina-
tion of their present contract; and the Board of Guardians are, I believe,
taking steps in the same direction.

In the latter part of the year, a system of voluntary notification of cases of
phthisis occurring in connection with the work of the County Hospital,
Children’s Hospital, Brighton Dispensary and the Poor Law Medical Offices,
by the kind co-operation of the physicians attached to these institutions. This
has been followed by measures of cleansing and disinfection in the houses
concerned, and by the delivery of non-alarmist cards of precautions to be
adopted. Further particulars are contained in my report for the last quarter of
1898, and in a special paper, Public Health, ¥ebruary, 1899.

OTHER PREEVENTIBLE DISEASES.

A large number of deaths from other diseases than those previously
considered are preventible, and will, with improvement in the standard of living
and the avoidance of evil habits of life, steadily decline. Among these may be
named a large share of the mortality from Bronchitis and Pneumonia, as well as
of the three causes of death which will next be considered.

SYPHILIS.

During 1898 the deaths of five male and seven female infants under one
year of age, and one between one and five years of age, were returned as due to
this cause, also of one woman and one man. The death returns under this head
are immensely understated, the prevalent immorality causing a great amount of
this disease, which lurks in the system for years, and is probably, next to
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alcoholism, the most fertile cause of ill-health and of death in our midst. Many
diseases occurring under other heads, as diseases of the brain and spinal cord,
and of various other organs, are really due either to alcoholism or syphilis, although
these are not mentioned in the death certificates. Syphilis (great pox) is a
contagious disease just as much as is small pox, though it is spread almost
solely as the result of immorality. One of its most painful features is the
transmission of the disease to the innocent offspring, as in the above seven
fatal cases among infants, It can only be diminished by the active enforce-
ment of all preventive measures against known immorality, and by the treatment
and, where practicable, the segregation of men and women who have become

infected. Such segregation is probably only practicable at present in the case
of bodies of men, as in a regiment of soldiers.

ALCOHOLISM.

During 1898, 16 deaths were returned as caused by alcoholism or delirium
tremens.  Of these, eight were men and eight women, and only two were over
6o years of age. The deaths do not represent more than a wvery minute
proportion of the mortality really caused by alcoholism. As a rule, the real
cause is concealed behind such headings as disease of the brain or spinal cord,
apoplexy, heart disease, liver disease, hcematemesis { vomiting of blood), cirrhosis
of liver, gout, Bright’s disease, which, with many other diseases, are caused to a
very large extent by chronic alcoholic excess.

Thirty-nine deaths (20 of men and 19 of women) were caused by cirrhosis
of the liver, a disease which is almost solely produced by intemperance. Alcohol
has been described by a well-known physician as the * genius of degeneration.”
There is no other agent so competent to hurry on the degenerative changes in
the system associated with old age ; in other words, alwhol is one of the chief
causes of premature old age. It is not sufficiently recognised that these ewil
effects are very commonly produced by the systematic indulgence in an amount
of alcoholic drinks that would by most be regarded as moderate ; and that those
who, while never becoming intoxicated, daily take a considerable amount of
spirits (especially if taken apart from meals) are much more likely to suffer in
health and prematurely break down than the labourer who may get drunk once
a fortnight and be a teetotaller in the intervals.

RHEUMATIC FEVER.

During 1898, 3 deaths were caused by this important disease, as compared
with 4 in 1897, g in 1896, 4 in 18¢5, 9 in 1894, and 6 in 1893. They represent
but a small share of the mischief caused by this disease. The case mortality
is low, but of those who survive, a large proportion go maimed by the heart
disease which has supervened on the rheumatism.
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Taere XU —JZuspections during 18598.

1st | 2nd | 3rd | 4th T?ﬁi.la T?;“;Iﬂl

Qrer. | Qrer, | Qrir. | Qrer. | 1898, | 1897,

| Number of Streets Inspected et I 06 63 51 ‘ 304 | 272
: Houses and  other Premises /

[ [|1a.pzct¢d 2792 | 2558 | 2409 | 1909 | 9666 | 8434
Number of ("nmplmnt.ﬂ attended to 238 | 230 | 306 | 302 | 1186 | 1196 |
= Visits to Slanghter Houses 1070 | 1041 | 1148 | 1193 | 4452 | 4362 {
i Visits to Cowsheds ... : 15 23 10 12| 63| 4]
e - Bakehouses : | — 198 | — 195 | 396 | 396 |

i 3 Dairies and Provision '

Shops 201 | 287 | 545 | 477 | 1600 | 1061
Number of Day Visits to Common Lmlwmg . Lf
Houses .. 21 16 16 12 65 59
Number of "'I:tht Visits to ditto s i 4 + 11 + 23 12

5 Visits in respect of Sickness 2602 | 287 | 1088 | 2063 | 6040 | 478
i Visits to Fumigate Rooms 1656 | 137 | 140 | 252 | 694 | 488
i Visits for Removal of Bedding 171 | 133 | 137 | 210 | G5l | 5676 |
. Drains tested by Volatile Tesg 45 27 431 211 136 | 185 §
Drains Opened for Examination...| 152 | 113 | 163 | 222 | 630 | 557 |
Ntlmbm of Smoke Ubservations o 31 3 49 i 85| 21§
= Visits for Sundry Furpus&s 2035 | 1017 | 2419 | 1174 | 6645 | 4522
Visits to look up Notices Served...| 2069 | 2207 | 2116 | 1972 | 8364 EFEVE
Number of Attendances at Police Court 3 2 21 8 34 Y
o Samples Collected for Analysis 24 | — a4 3 83 55
2 Inspections of Stables 377 | 579 | 469 | 524 | 1949 | 730
Wastes of Water reported... 199 | 166 84 37 | 486 | 364 |
Letters sent to Schools and Pablic | -
i .. 1130 [ 168 | 221 | 484 | 2003 | 9887
Meteorolog rical Observations taken 166 | 169 | 169 | 160 | 676 | 676 |
i i G 19 49 | 197 | 325 | 832 |
Number of Visits to Offensive TI mIea — — 3| — 3 25 1
7 Visits under Factory & W urkalmpﬂ
and Shop Hours Aet ... 628 ( 918 | B75 | 427 | 2648 | 3260
Number nf Visits for Cantagmus Diseases -
L Animals Committee o 12| — — ‘ 41 | 136 |
Drains flushed - -— 27 — 27 33
irenlars delivered - 170 [10000) — | 10170 | 10000
arkets Committee, 1 Inﬂspentﬂr —- — 12dysl — |12 dys8 dnst
| Notices served for Town Clerk.. M| — — — 34| —
| Visits to Houses Let in Lmlgings - - -- 70 | 79| —
|

preliminary * warning ” notices.

The Sanitary Inspections enumerated in Table XIII. have been followed by
the serving of the notices given in Tables XIV. and XV.
proportion of the work is done on the strength of verbal recommendations or

A very large






R

31

TapLe XV.—Notices served on Occupiers during 1898,

Warning and Verbal Es oo
Nntlfms. Final Notices.
— Total
number
Number f:-_f
Nature of Notice. ‘:”TF:I"IEEI Number! Namber nu;g:es
hu.'f'lt:f' Lbefore IFE| Diih:;.(i :E:::"\IJ::HH r:nmjxlied':}c{:upiﬁml
BOLVEL |asrvice [T oo *| with, |complied
notice -
of final . with.
notice,
I . £l |=
To cleanse and white-wash rooms 30 21 a9 12 12 33
To clear drain or soil pipe 16 13 3 10 10 | 23
To clear, repair or cleanse closet, i

or repair flushing .tp])ﬁ.l.‘ﬂ-l-lln ! .

or pan ... | 242 173 69 72 72 245
To abate other n|11sn,nu¢5 6Ga a7 8 11 11 (it
To discontinue keeping n.mmals_

&0 as to be o nuisance . 88 42 46 ha 5l 03
To abate overcrowding ... o 101 59 42 52 51 110
To abuate smoke nuisance 10 6 4 4 4 | 10
Cleanse and white-wash ha.ke

honses .. 57 52 5 3 3 | 55
Cleanse und white- wash wﬂr]-t

rooms ... 20 20 o 5 b 25
To discontinue to let or mcup:,r

cellar dwellings G 13 13 — — - 13
Cleanse premises and remove all

foul accumulations ... el 278 155 123 138 138 | 293
Totals LI e 611 318 380 | 357 | 968
Total of notices served on owners| 5245 2H56 2389 2445 2078 al34

= |
Total notices served .. B174 J467 2707 2305 | 2635 6102

The increased readiness with which notices are complied with has been
continued during 1898, as evidenced by Table XVI.
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Unsound Food seized or survendeved during 1898,

No. destroyed
Nao. con- ; ;
P No. of by arrange- | Total weight
Description. animals. fﬁfg;ﬂ;ﬁ ment with in lbs.
) owner.
A.—At the Abattoir—
Bullocks (whole carcase) ... i — 5 3119
o (part of carcase)... 55 — 541 LU
Calves (whole carcase) 2 - 2 131
Sheep (whole carcase) 1 — 1 B0
.y (part of carcaze) ... 10 — 14 Al
Pigs (whole carcase) 44 — 44 3510
v (part of carcase) 479 . —_ 479 G546
| B.—In the Private Slanghter-
houses and Shops—
Bullocks (whole carcase) ... 11 —_— 11 G154
. {part of carcase)... 305 12 AR5 a013
Sheep (whole carcase) 7 3 4 469
»s (part of carease) ... 85 —_ 88 Do8
Pigs (whole carcase) : 10 — 10 1203
s |part of carcase) 23 — 23 194
3y 138 hams) 28 33 b 340
Rabbits 3 3 —_— 9
Totals ... 1171 al 1120 DR25G

BuTcHERS...

The total amount of meat destroyed in connection with private slaughter-
houses and shops was 13,538 lbs., at the abattoir 14,421 1bs. Three summonses
were issued during the year for the sale of unsound meat, the fines imposed
‘being £ s, 335, and 33s. respectively.

In addition to the above, 541 bushels of cherries, 1 bushel of pears, and
3 of plums were voluntarily surrendered.

The following butchers slaughter at the Public Abattoir :—
. Mr. Aylward, lLewes Road.

Mr. Bloomfield, Livingstone Street, Hove.
Mr. Dean, Lewes Road.

Mr. George, Islingword Road.

Mr. Florence, Western Road, Hove

Mr. Hucking, Western Road.

Mr. Hills, Southover Street.

Mr, H. Jones, Islingword Road.

The London and Provincial Meat Stores, Church Road
Hove.

The Sussex Farmers' Meat Supply Association, Norfolk
Square.

Mr. Sandalls, Lewes Road.
Mr. Seal, Preston Road.
Mr. Vigar, Southover Street.
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that the gradual purchase of the worst of these slaughter-houses might render
this unnecessary; but it will be imperative to enforce extensive structural
alterations in many instances ere long,

The most unfortunate aspect of the matter is, that even after all the
alterations that can be enforced under the Public Health Act have been made,
many, if not most of the private slaughter-houses in the town will still remain
a source of serious nuisance. This cannot be avoided when an offensive trade
like slaughtering, with its necessary concomitant of removal of putrefiable
materials, is carried on among densely populated houses.

There is the further fact, from the standpoint of the meat-consuming public,
that many of these private slaughter-houses are so circumscribed in area and so
low-pitched that the dead meat has to be hung close to where slaughtering is
going on. This cannot conduce to its wholesomeness.

SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

Number of samples collected during the year 1898 ... A
o 5 adulterated during the year 1898 3
% prosecutions during the year 1898 3
% convictions during the year 18¢8... 2
5 withdrawn during the year 1898 ... il AR

Aggregate amount of fines ... e
Analyst's fees recovered i BTG D
£710 o
Cost of samples =~ ... e 40 0 2
Cost of analysis... s 20 T0
Inspector’s salary R i Y
33 10
Fines and Analyst’s fees recovered ... 7 10 o

Cost of working the Act over and above
the amount recovered in fines ...Z£26 o 8§

The samples collected were :—Milk, 62 ; condensed milk, 1; butter, 6;
lard, 3; beer, 5; whiskey, 1; demerara sugar, 3.

Of the samples of milk, 8 were adulterated with added water, 20, 20, 18,
18, 8, 5, 5, 5 per cent., respectively.

The remaining samples were all genuine,
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HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES ACT—PART I

Official representations have been made by me under Part I1. of the above

Act during 1896, that the following premises are in a state so dangerous to
health as to be unfit for human habitation :—

1 [ 1

| Legal
Situnation of No. of  Proceedings Result.
Premises, Houses. taken,
Essex Place 2 - Houses elosed and sold to Corporation for

demaolition.

Nelson Place (] — Houses put into thorough repair.

Spa Street... & 11 — These houses have since been reported
under Part I, and form part of a
condemned area.

Little Russell St....| 8 - Under consideration.

Claremont Row ... 2 2 Honses pat into thorough repair.

West Street Court : 6 -— House closed voluntarily.

Gio'ster Passage .. 2 - Houses put into thorough repair.

Nelson Row | — | House put into thorough repair.

High Street | — | House closed vnluntﬂrﬁy.

Centurion Road ... | — House being put into repair.

New Dorset Street 2 — Houses being put into repair.

Three summonses were issued during the year under this Act.

No. go Spa Street.—A closing order was made, and a resolution as to its

demolition suhsequently passed by the Council,

No. 718 High Street. — A summons was taken out for letting a house after
a closing order had been made. It was adjourned, and the house having been
vacated and the costs paid, the summons was withdrawn.

Nos. 14 and 15 Claremont Row.—An application for a closing order was
made. The summons was adjourned and extensive repairs carried out, after
which the summons was withdrawn on payment of costs.

COST OF PRECEDING SCHEMES UNDER PART L

' The present seems an c:rp.pcrtune occasion for summarising the cost which
the Council has hitherto incurred in carrying out the two preceding schemes
under Part I. The following tabular statement is based on figures furnished by
the Borough Accountant.
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- converted into stores, &c., while others have been demolished. About 150 have
- been put in thorough repair.

i Allowing 6 persons per house, goo persons have been thus re-housed ; and

~ when this total is added to the population of the three areas under Part L., it will
be seen that when the Spa Street area has been dealt with, 2,888 will have been
re-housed in satisfactory houses, or 1 in 42 of the total population of Brighton, a
not unsatisfactory record of work for the Sanitary Committee and Council.

PART III.—HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES ACT.

A In the Jubilee year, 1897, two gifts of land were made to the Council by
Sir John Blaker (two acres) and Messrs. Friend & Abbey (about four acres) for
the purpose of erecting artizans’ dwellings under Part III. of the above Act.
. This marks a new departure on the part of the Council, it having been decided
~ to build and retain the houses in the possession of the Council. Delays have
- occurred in securing suitable plans and in securing the endorsement by the
- Local Government Board of the details of the schemes of the Council, but
. plans have now been passed and cottages will this year be erected on portions
of each of the sites. The Council find themselves in a difficulty in building
. decent houses which can be let at a rental within the reach of the labourer
~ earning 20s. to 255. a week, who more especially needs such houses as the

Council propose to build. One of the conditions rendering it extremely
- difficult for the Council to let the houses for a low rental is the fact that the

capital sum invested in the houses can only be borrowed for a term of 3o years.

THE MANUFACTURE OF NEW SLUM PROPERTY.

The cost of removing insanitary areas is so great that it appears hardly
necessary to emphasize the importance of not allowing any such new insanitary
areas to grow up in our midst. If this could be prevented, we might reasonably
hope in a few years to have a clean sheet. How do matters actually stand?
Two factors are chiefly concerned : (1) the structural condition of houses built
in recent years, and (2) their environment as to freedom of access of light and
air. On the first score, so far as stability of structure is concerned, new houses
are generally more fragile than old, and will reach the decrepitude and decay,
which attack houses as much as men, sooner than would have happened with
more substantial erections. In one particular neighbourhood there are houses
built within the last zo years which cannot much longer escape condemnation.
This need cause no alarm, as no expense will be incurred by the ratepayers.
These houses are in fairly wide streets with abundant air space in the rear ; and,
when the time comes, all that will be required will be to represent them under
Part II. of the Housing of the Working Classes Act, and secure the carrying out
of complete structural repairs by the owners.
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So far, then, as structural defects are concerned, the outlook is good,
It is very much less satisfactory so far as encroachments on light and air
space are concerned. Nothing has come more clearly into prominence in recent
years than the close association between closely crowded houses with imperfect
air space in their rear and an excessive amount of consumption and other tuber-
cular diseases, as well as of other diseases which do not bulk so largely in our
death returns.

This point can be studied in detail in Table 111, on page 7. It is one of
such grave importance thac I reproduce some of the more salient features of this
table in the following summary for the four wards which have the greatest
density of population, along with the greatest mortality from consumption.

I have taken the density of population and the death rate of Preston Park
Ward as wnity, and represented the four other wards as multiples of this, for equal
populations,

|  Density Mortality
WAaRD. ! of from
Population. Consunmption.

i

FPreston Park 1 1

Fier -+ | 94 2

St. Nicholas ... I 10 2§

Bl Tohs = i me ] 10 14

i T 11 | 14

It would be easy to extend statistics like the above, and it is abundantly
clear that the excessive prevalence of consumption and other infective diseases
is in a very large measure favoured, if not actually caused, by the unfavourable
conditions as to air space and ventilation under which a considerable propor-
tion of the population are obliged to live.

In the older parts of the town, backyards are daily being partially or entirely
covered over, and the houses connected with them thus rendered less fit for
human habitation. A house through which free ventilation, back and front, is
impracticable is rendered by that fact alone unfit for habitation. Even in newer
parts of the town the same process is going on ; and it is to be feared that unless
greater vigilance be exercised, or unless the present state of the law be altered,
new insanitary areas will be manufactured, which in time to come will entail in
their removal a serious drain on the Municipal purse.

In a few of these cases I have represented houses in which such obstructive
out-buildings had been erected as unfit for human habitation (Part 2, Housing
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of the Working Classes Act) and have secured their removal. This course is
not always practicable. The man difficulty is in connection with the present
state of the law.

In accordance with the building bye-laws, a certain amount of free air space
must be allowed at the rear of every dwelling-house. If, however, a person
erects a building in his back-yard encroaching on this air-space, and the
encroachment is not discovered within six months (or under certain exceptional
conditions within twelve months) from the time of its erection, the encroaching
building cannot be compulsorily removed.

It may be said that the new erections ought to be discovered by the
Buildings Inspector before the expiration of the legal limit of time. This could
easily be done if the obstructive erections faced into the street. They are,
however, nearly always at the rear of houses, and a considerable increase of the
Surveyor’s staff would be required to ensure their detection in time. There is
the further difficulty in cases actually found of proving that the erections have
been made within the last six months, the onus of this appearing to rest on the
Local Authority. Every effort has been made for several years past to supply
the Borough Surveyor with additional information from my own department on
this point. During 18¢8, fifteen such cases were reported by the Sanitary
Inspectors to the Borough Surveyor.

Possibly some further co-ordination might be secured between the
Inspectors of different departments of the Corporation, by means of which the
Borough Surveyor would be enabled to receive early intimation and subsequently
act promptly in a larger proportion of these extremely important cases. The
Waterworks Inspectors have always to inspect back-yards in their systematic
visits, and it would be easy to arrange for a note to be made of any recently-
erected shed, &c., which was encroaching on the backyard. A similar
co-operation has been arranged between the Sanitary and Waterworks Inspectors.
During 1898, the Sanitary Inspectors have communicated with the Waterworks
Engineer as to 486 wastes of water which they had found in the course of their
house-to-house visits ; and 61 nuisances, such as choked drains, broken closet
pans, &c., have been reported by the Waterworks Inspectors to Mr. Skinner,
Chief Sanitary Inspector. Some arrangement like the above might bring more
cases of encroachment on air space to the notice of the Borough Surveyor.

I do not, however, expect that it will be practicable entirely to prevent this
manufacture of insanitary houses and areas, without some alteratitn in the law
which will enable the Local Authority to insist on the removal of any building
added to an already existing building which has been erected without prior
approval of plans by them, whatever may be the interval before this encroach-
ment on air space is discovered.
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was negative In 6o instances. These were cases in which the suspicion was
entertained that diphtheria was present, and considerable expenditure in hospital
isolation was avoided by the negative result thus obtained.

The same remark applies to the negative results obtained in connection with
cases in the Sanatorium wards. Ina certain number of slight cases the absence of
the Klebs-Leeffler bacillus was proved at an early date, and patients were able to
be discharged, whom otherwise it would have been necessary to keep for three
to four weeks. These cases greatly overbalance the few in which the persistence
of the Klebs-Loeffler bacillus has necessitated keeping diphtheria patients in the
Sanatorium for an unusually prolonged period. The longest period during
which it has been found necessary on this account to continue isolation of a
diphtheria patient has during the last year been about six weeks.

The bacteriological diagnosis of diphtheria has also proved of great value in
relation to a certain proportion of scarlet fever patients. Several of these were
admitted as being mixed scarlet fever and diphtheria, and clinically they bore out
this diagnosis. On bacteriological examination it was found, however, that the
membranous exudation on the throit did not contain the Klebs-Leeffler bacillus,
and consequently these patients, who, under the conditions of diagnosis
practicable before bacteriological diagnosis became available, would have had to
be separately treated and isolated at considerable expense, were able to be
treated without risk among the other scarlatinal patients. In a few other
instances, there was true mixed infection, and the bacteriological examination
gave the information which secured the necessary isolation without delay.

In another group of cases, several patients were sent to the Sanatorium
with supposed diphtheria, there being a membranous exudation on the throat.
A suspicious rash was found on admission or shortly afterwards, the patients
were isolated, and the absence of the Klebs-Leeffler bacillus having been
demonstrated, they were drafted into the scarlet fever ward.

In my first report on the bacteriological diagnosis of diphtheria (first
quarterly report for 1898), I stated that “the failure to find the Klebs-Loeffler
bacillus does not prove that the case is not diphtheria.” ‘This statement, in the
light of further experience, requires modification. With the exception of
cases in which the absence of growth on blood-serum is due to the previous
application of antiseptics to the throat or to the swab having been imperfectly
taken, I am confident that a negative result of bacteriological diagnosis may be
nearly always accepted as indicating that the case is not one of diphtheria.

Diagnosts of Typhoid Fever.—Since the end of March, 94 specimens of
blood have been examined, nine of these being derived from patients outside
Brighton. Of the remainder, 62 were from patients in Brighton and 23 from
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D.

THE WORK OF
THE BOROUGH SANATORIUM

The new portion of the Sanatorium (Administrative Building, Scarlet Fever
Pavilion, Isolation Pavilion, New Disinfecting Station, Discharge Lodge and
Porter’'s Lodge) was formally opened by the Mayor, Alderman Sir John Blaker,
on October z7th, 1898. It is not necessary to recapitulate here the account of
the new hospital which was given in a special pamphlet, of which copies can be
still obtained on applying at my office.

The following table gives a summary as to patients treated in the Borough
Sanatorium during 1898 :—

Number of Patients during 1898.

Remaining Total Number . s
in the Aditted number Number |who have ullzﬁl;&;?;:f
DISEASE. Hospital | &a =" treated | discharged |diedinthe " =%
on Dee. 1 EBSE during during Hospital | 1,00 a1
31st, 1897. - 1805, 1865, during 1898,
1808. ;
| !
Scarlet Fever...| 32 306 338 St e e
Enteric Fever... 9 85 91 74 | 10 7
Measles - & o 3 3 — —
Diphtheria ... 4 223 227 168 16 43
Small Pox .. - — — - — e
Other Diseases — 3 | 3 1 2 -
|
TOTALS 43 619 662 1 532 33 o7
| |

In addition to the above, the following members of the staff were ill
during 1898 :—One nurse (typhoid fever), one porter (scarlet fever), one nurse
(scarlet fever), one ward maid (scarlet fever), and one ward maid (diphtheria).
All these recovered, except the typhoid patient.






The results of
table :—
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treatment for several years are shown in the following

Mortality per 100 cases of each Disease under treatment.
DISEASE. q ; F
1890 | 1891 | 1592 | 1393 | 1804 | 1895 | 1806 | 1897 | 1808
|
SEAAS I
Scarlet Fever ... al | 83 [-28 | 26| 124 27| 2 | 37| 20
04 148 TH4 415 a7 e 148 198 288 ERUE
Enteric Fever... 286 0 | 148 | 182 | 14°3 | 200 | 127 | 192 | 129
10 5 a8 L irT 13 Ie T2 LY ]
Diphtheria ... 600 88 | 143 | 33 176 78 78 &6 78
B 12 44 R ] (1] we T1 167 ave
Measles 0 0 0| 0O 0 0 | 10:0 0 0
L] 18| 1| 4 1 is 19 & b
Small Pox —_ - — 0 0 0 0 0 0
» 3 & + 1] 0
L

NOTE.-—The small figures show the total number under treatment for each disease.
It is important to have regard to them, as percentages based on small numbers are
relatively less trustworthy.

* The case mortality (fatality) is caleulated by dividing the deaths multiplied by 100,
by half the sum of the admissions, discharges and deaths for the year.

The results of treatment as shown in the above table were extremely good.
The scarlatinal fatality has become phenomenally low, and the typhoid fatality is
much below the average. Perhaps the most satisfactory feature of the above
table is the great reduction in the fatality from diphtheria. This disease, when
it is treated by antitoxin at an early stage, is deprived of its virulence, and
recovery can confidently be expected. Unfortunately, in many instances, the
nature of the disease is not recognised, and the treatment has been dangerously
delayed.

The fatality of cases of Scarlet Fever treated in the Sanatorium was 2'o per
cent., that of cases treated at home, 31 per cent.; the fatality of cases of
Diphtheria treated in the Sanatorium, 7°8 per cent., of cases treated at home 3'8
per cent. A large proportion of the latter were cases unrecognizable clinically,
which were diagnosed by bacteriological examination.
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Percentage of Patients admitted to the Sanatorium.—The proportion
between the total number of infectious cases and cases removed to the Sana-
toriumn in successive years is shown in the following table :—

' Pereentaze of Total Cases removed to the
| Sanatorium of
YEAR. I
l
Searlet Fever. Diphtheria. | Typhoid Fever.
|
1804 ... 822 435 132
1895 ... T4 44-1 126
1896 ... o B2 G 350 607
' |
1897 ... ) 557 ' 655
THOe o T S 827 | 579 B85
|

It is plain that while the proportion of scarlatinal patients removed to the
Sanatorium to total scarlatinal patients has now become stationary, the propor-
tion of diphtheria and still more of typhoid patients has enormously increased,
the Sanatorium being almost solely used for the treatment of these cases, except
such as are treated at home.

The following is a statement of the disinfecting work carried out during
1897 :—
464 Mattresses
3o5 Palliasses
378 Beds
1,335 Pillows and Bolsters
1,414 Blankets
512 Sheets and Counterpanes
897 Dresses and Coats
1,936 Other Articles of Wearing Apparel
462 Carpets
1,372 Other Articles
33 Boxes, &c., of Wearing Apparel (Articles not classified),
and a large number of minor articles

Number of Journeys with Ambulance to Sanatorium 571
' 1 5 ¥ Hﬂipilalﬁ e I3

5 3 ,» Van to Sanatorium with Infected
Articles 432

a 5 , Van from Sanatorium to return
Disinfected Articles 353
1369

The work of disinfecting, although carried on at the Borough Sanatorium,
may be regarded as a separate Department. It completely occupies the time of
one disinfector, and occasionally of two.









