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TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE
BOROUGH OF BRIGHOUSE

Mr., Mayor, Ladies and Gernitlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the health
of the Borough for 1961.

I have again included details of my work in the Brighouse
Borough as Divisional Medical Officer of the West Riding County
Council to give a more complete picture of the health services of the
district.

As in previous years a most important section of the report has
been contributed by your Chief Public Health Inspector, Mr. W. Jenn-
Ings.

In addition to his other important duties, particularly with clean
food and housing, he has recently been vigorously concerned in ridding
this town of its industrial and domestic smoke. Fortunately, the help
and co-operation of the Council have been echced in the response of
many of the industrialists and of most of the public. By the end of the
year, the target set for the establishment of smoke control areas had
been passed by two years, a very creditable and happy record of
progress.

Many people who lived for years with obsolete grates and with
very inadequate domestic heating have been agreeably surprised by
finding how much warmer and how much cleaner their houses are,
and already in the parts of the Borough that have been dealt with, we
are told the drying of the family wash i1s not presenting the same
hazards.

It 1s, of course, particulaily irritating to people who have install-
ed an appliance in their home to see for themselves smoke poured out
by industry but the improvement made and envisaged by industrialists
is considerable. There is still much to be done, however, before we
have a clean town, and I earnestly hope that we will be able to make
the same progress in the years that lie ahead.

I wish it had been possible for us to make the same report on
our slum clearance programme.

Although we have reached our target, we did not set the sights
far enough for our satisfaction, and we still have many vears of work
ahead. It would have been obviously wrong for us to push ahead
without sufficient new houses to rehouse the tenants displaced by slum
clearance and 1 wish that our building programme could have been
larger.

This year, only 35 houses were built by the Council, and mean-
while older houses continue to deteriorate and to decay. We have a
sympathetic Housing Chairman and Committee but high interest rates
have their influence on the rate of building.



If history has any pointer to make, it would seem that houscs
built today would cost more to build in the future and meanwhile
would have brought comfort to their tenants. Obviously, financial
burdens have to be carefully considered but 1 believe that the proper
housing of the people is the biggest single factor which can be contri-
buted today by the Council to the health of the people; I believe that
the proper housing of the people not only contributes to their physical
and mental health, but raises the whole standard of family life.

We hear a good deal about sub-standard tenants and their
conduct in Council houses and there has become, necessarily, a strong
feeling that sub-standard tenants should be put into sub-standard
houses, or that their rehousing should be evaded altogether. Obviously,
private landlords will only select tenants who are likely to maintain
their houses well and who are unlikely to fall behind with their rent,
and it is only a local authority who can rehouse the difficult families.
This Council have never avoided this important social duty. We always
have had a nucleus of problem families, some of whom are apparently
incorrigible. Many of these families I have known over the years and
it is surprising how considerable a proportion of them have improved
and have responded to better housing conditions. Some of the difficult
families are not problem families, but families with problems, problems
of a large family and a small income. Despite family allowances, a
large family is still expensive.

Recently, we have had as immigrants a number of very large
families who have been used to a lower standard of living than that
which we possess. Some of these families have been living in very
overcrowded conditions in older houses which lack modern amenities.
It is natural that the rehousing of these people who are new to the
district has to wait, for although their need 1s greater, people who have
been waiting for a new house for several years cannot readily accept
others being rehoused after a few weeks or months, These familics
usually buy old unsuitable houses on mortgage or rental purchase
and although they are statutorily overcrowded, there is little we can
do without causing hardship to the whole family. Sometimes, they
would be overcrowded in a three-bedroomed Council house but on the
whole, they do not require and would not use four-bedroomed houses.
We often find that large families do not use a fourth bedroom even
when one is available, and the extra rent is unwelcome. One bedroom
for the parents shared with the newest baby and one bedroom
each for the male and female children ., however many of these there
are, is often the standard of these larger families. The older children
usually marry early and often these families cannot be persuaded to
use a fourth bedroom for their standards are not those of this century.

These families are often wonderfully happy ones, but it is
difficult for the children to mix daily in schools and later in factories
with children who expect and demand better clothes and more pocket
money, and they are subjected to great temptation. They, too, wish to
‘keep up with the Jones’s’ and their petty larcenies are easier to excuse
than mosi juvenile delinquencies.
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It 15 extraordinary how the average human being wishes Lo
conform with his fellows and indeed to surpass them. It is a pity
that worthwhile ambition is so often misdirected.

In this materialistic and comparatively affluent modern age,
older people who are wholly dependent on National sources for their
income sometimes feel left behind. It is particularly gratifying that
they are now catered for so well by the many clubs which have been
established, by the County Council’s free chiropody scheme, admin-
istered locally by voluntary bodies, and by the Home Help Service
which is supplied entirely according to need, and paid for according
to ability to pay.

The more helpless of the old people have now been provided
with Meals on Wheels, which service not only brings a well balanced,
well cooked meal into their homes but also brings the kindly, cheerful
helpers and an important contact with the outside world. For the still
more lonely old people, the provision of a new County Council home
on the Rastrick estate is welcome news. The Lightcliffe home has
now become a known and well-appreciated place and the new home
is another example of the co-operation by the County Council and
the Borough Council, which has proved so successful in the Warden’s
Scheme at Lightcliffe.

For the ambulant old people who find a journey to the town
a tiring process, the Old People’s Welfare Committee will soon have
established a Rest Centre where they can have a rest and a chat hard
by the bus station.

The district nursing service is well used by the old people, and
the Health Visitors, despite their manifold duties and paucity in
number, play a most important part in the welfare of the old. It is
well to think of the older people who have contributed much of the
foundation for przsent day affluence. We must not, however, forget
the young, from whom the citizens of tomorrow will come, and we
are glad to know that a new central clinic is planned for the Borough
by the County Council. This clinic will provide for all our personal
health services, and will replace our present school clinic, our present
Dental Clinic and our long outdated Child Welfare Clinic.

We also hope to have before long a new County Clinic for
Southowram now that there is some possibility of this village coming
under one local authority.

In this report, reference has been made to the excellent work
done at our Junior Training Centre at Lightcliffe. This centre is now
very overcrowded and there is an urgent need for a larger centre and
an adult training centre as a follow-up. At present, any older children
who cannot be employed have to be accommodated in an adult centre
in a neighbouring County Borough. Plans are now in hand for the
establishment of a new Training Centre near to the centre of Brighouse
where adults and juniors will be accommodated.
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Since the war and up to the present time we have been
fortunate in this area where there has been virtually no unemployment
and where labour has been greatly in demand. This has meant that,
while we have always been short of home helps, many of the less
able members of the Division have been able to find work, and forty-
eight of the adults who have been under our supervision are in regular
gainful employment. A fall in demand for labour might well result
in difficulty in placing our adults so successfully and we shall be glad
to have our adult training centre established, so that we are able to
mitigate temporary disappointment and distress. Of course, many of
these people who are mentally not well endowed are excellent workers
and it will always be our aim to make them self-supporting whenever
possible, The preservation and fostering of mental health in the com-
munity continues to be an increasing part of our work.

New attitudes to mental iliness are slowly developing, and it is
now generally accepted that outpatient and domiciliary care, and the
small unit in the general hospital will gradually take the place of the
large, out-dated mental hospital.

The public must realise that mental illness. as physical illness,
may happen to any of us and that most people recover from both forms
of illness with the proper help at the proper time.

Our mental health service has been short of staff but it is begin-
ning to take its place as an accepted service offered to the community,
and general practitioners, mental welfare officers and indeed all the
staff of this department, are now playing an important part in the
prevention and alleviation of mental ill health.

A great deal of our work is concerned with helping people to
solve their problems and by so doing we are. I hope: contributing to
the preservation of their mental health. More and more people consult
us about their problems, and it is surprising how intricate so many of
these problems can be.

We could not carry out this work without the great help we
receive from all sides and particularly the help given us by an under-
standing Committee

This report is a report on the work of the whole staff of this
department, who have continued to carry out their duties conscient-
iously and quietly and always courteously. My thanks are due to the
Town Clerk and to the other Officers of this Corporation for their
co-operation during the year, and I should like to thank you, Mr.
Chairman, Mesdames and Gentlemen for your unfailing encouragement.

I have the honour to be, Mr. Mayor, Mesdames and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
FRANK APPLETON,

Medical Officer of Health
October, 1962.
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VITAL STATISTICS

The estimate of the population of Brighouse is the mid-year
estimate of the Registrar-General. His estimate is 30,980, as compared
with 30,570 in 1960. He considers, therefore, that our population has
increased by 410. There were 502 live births and 383 deaths, so that
there was a natural increase of population of 119.

Birth Rate

The birth rate for the year is 16.2 per 1,000 of the population,
which compares with the birth raie of 14.9 for 1960. To compare
the birth rate with any degree of accuracy with that of the country
as a whole, it is necessary to adjust the crude birth rate by multiplying
it by the area comparability factor. Every district varies as to the
distribution of population among the sexes, and in age ranges. The
area comparability factor is an attempt to standardise our sex and age
range with that of the country as a whole. Our area comparability
factor is 1.05, which means that with our present sex and age range
the crude birth rate has to be adjusted upwards to bring it into line
with the country as a whole, and our corrected birth rate is 17.0.
This is 0.4 below the rate for England and Wales and (0.4 below the
rate for the West Riding Administrative County.

There were 27 illegitimate births, representing 5.4 per cent of
the total live births, and an illegitimate birth rate of 0.9 per 1,000 of
the estimated population.

During the year, there were five stillbirths, one of which was
illegitimate. This gives a stillbirth rate of 9.9 per 1.000 (live and
still) births, as compared with 20.2 for the West Riding of Yorkshire,
18.7 for England and Wales, and 15.2 for this town last year.

Death Rate

The death rate for the Borough is 12.4 per 1,000 of the popu-
lation. This figure is also our adjusted death rate for the compara-
bility factor in respect of deaths this year is 1.0. Our death rate
compares with the rate of 12.0 for England and Wales, and 13.4 for
the Administrative County.

The chief causes of death this year were—in order of frequency:

1. Discases of the Heart and Circulation—I164 ;
(compared with 178 in 1960).

2. Cancer—58 (compared with 63 in 1960).

3. Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System—55
(compared with 58 in 1960).

4. Pneumonia, Bronchitis, Influenza and other respiratory diseases—49
(compared with 26 in 1960).
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Infant Deaths

Twelve children. (six males and six females), under one year
of age died during the year. There were four more infant deaths
than last year, when eight children died, but of course there were 47
more live births this year.

There were no deaths among illegitimate children in this area
so that the infantile death rate among these children is nil. The
number of illegitimate children born is so low (27) that, as mentioned
last year, this figure is of little statistical significance.

The death rate of infants under one year of age per 1,000 live
births is 23.9. This rate is below that for the West Riding Adminis-
trative County, which is 24.6 . The rate for the country as a whole
is 21.4.

Particulars of the deaths of children under one year of age are
appended below, and last year’s figures are given in brackets :—

6 (2) under twenty-four hours (3 male, 3 female).

2 (4) between one day and seven days (1 male, | female).
— (1) between one week and one month.

2 (—) between one month and three months (males).

1 (1) between three months and nine months (female).

| (—) between nine months and twelve months (female).

Eight of our twelve deaths occurred within the first month of
life, and our neo-natal death rate is 15.9 as compared with 16.5 for
the Administrative County and 15.5 for the country as a whole.

Particulars of the cases and age of death are given in Table 3,
but some of this information requires elaboration.

Two cases of Foetal Asphyxia occurred in premature infants
who were very much under weight at birth. Both died within six
hours. The remaining case of Foetal Asphyxia was one where there
was respiratory centre damage, the birth having been complicated by
accidental haemorrhage. The other two babies who died as a result
of prematurity also lived under six hours. A child dying from con-
genital malformation only lived five hours. so that half the infant
deaths (six) occurred within a few hours of birth.

Two others, a child having congenital disease of the heart and
a child who was born prematurely, died within the first week. Two
other deaths occurred within the first three months, one due to an
accident to a child with very careful parents and the other due to
congenital heart disease. The two cases that occurred in older child-
ren were due to a fulminating gastro—enteritis for which no cause
was found and Tuberculous Meningitis in a child who had previously
had Chickenpox and whose family had apparently no infection with
Tuberculosis.
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Nursing in the Home

Altogether, 556 new cases were visited, and 11,885 visits made
by the Home Nurses.

This gives an indication of the value placed upon these Nurses
and the use made of them by the General Practitioners. Between
the Nurses and Doctors an excellent collaboration continues.

Home Helps.

The hours worked this year are equivalent, approximately, to
seventeen Home Helps working a forty-two hour week with two
weeks annual holiday. These would be much greater if we only had
sufficient Home Helps to meet the demand. As it is, every case is
carefully scrutinized and the number of hours kept down to a min-
imum. The value of the Home Help Service is incalculable. not
only economically in the saving to the County Council in the pro-
vision of places in old people’s homes, but also to the Hospital
Service. 1 only wish there were sufficient women coming forward
to supply every need.

At the beginning of the year, 181 domestic cases and two
maternity cases were bemng attended, 164 of the domestic casecs
being old people. During 1961, there were 92 new domestic cases
as compared with 97 new domestic cases last year, 77 of these
being old people. Thirty-five new maternity cases were attended
as compared with 68 last year. Four of these had to continue the
service until the post-natal period, one of whom also required help
ante-natally. Two other cases were supplied with a Home Help
during the ante-natal period, and one patient had help during the
post-natal period only.

At the end of the year, two maternity cases and 202 domestic
cases were being attended. Omne hundred and eighty-eight of these
were old people. At the end of December, 1961, we had 50 Home
Helps working part-timje in Brighouse, and the total number of
hours worked in Brighouse during 1961 was 36,596. This figure
compares with a figure of 35,860 for 1960.

Our Divisional establishment of 37 Home Helps working a
44-hour week was cut to 35 Home Helps working a 42-hour week,
so that the number of hours per week was cut down from 1628 to
1470. It will be appreciated that we had previously had greater
usage than the County average and when the cut was made it was
indicated that if we required a larger number of Home Help hours.
sympathetic consideration would be given to our request and our
establishment was exceeded by a small percentage. This would
have been much greater if we had been able to obtain sufficient Home
Helps to meet all our demands. As it is, with the labour available,
our correct establishment is probably in the region of 36 or 37. If.
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however, unemployment returns to this area and it becomes possible
for us to obtain more Home Helps so that all demands can be ful-
filled, we would probably need an increase in establishment. On
the other hand, with unemployment of women, greater help would
no doubt be given voluntarily by women who normally are employed,
to their older relatives.

Chiropody Service.

The Chiropody Service established early last year has worked
remarkably smoothly considering the number of people responsible
for its administration. The Nurses’ Endowment Fund only covers
the area of the old Brighouse Borough so that their activities had
to be confined to their srea. = The Hipperholme and Lightcliffe.
Bailiffe Bridge and Norwood Green Clubs had each arranged a
chiropody service in connection with their Club members and will-
ingly accepted people in their schemes once the County Council had
agreed to reimburse them all their expenses. This left Southowram
and Clifton, for which the Old People’s Welfare Committee agreed
to be responsible.

The Brighouse Nurses’ Endowment Fund employed the five
local Chiropodists and the Hipperholme and Lightcliffe Good Com-
panions Club employed four of them, whereas the Bailiffe Bridge
and Norwood Green Clubs employed their own Chiropodists. The
treatment was carried out on a sessional basis at the Bailiffe Bridge
Club, the Norwood Green Club, the Southowram Club and at our
Rastrick Clinic, which is the only modern clinic in Brighouse. We
hope that when the new clinic is established, it will be possible to
treat the Brighouse patients in this clinic.

As the Hipperholme and Lightcliffe Good Companions Club
is opposite to a Chiropodist’s surgery which is far better equipped
than the Club premises, sessions for this Club were arranged in the
Chiropodist’s surgery.

With these arrangements, it has been possible for old people
readily to obtain chiropody without having to travel very long dis-
tances. I have to acknowledge the help of these voluntary agencies,
without whose help our comprehensive chiropody scheme for the
Borough would have been impossible.

In the Clubs and at our Rastrick Clinic, voluntary helpers
have given assistance to the individual patients in removing shoes,
stockings, etc. These ladies have not only given this assistance but,
by their presence, to old people who are often very lonely, they have
been able to give new interest, and the assistance generally has been
very good. There is no doubt that the Chiropody Service is one of
the best services provided for old people in this Borough.
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Health Visitors

For the first part of this year, we were still without Miss
Gardiner and Miss Greenwood, who had left us to take up temporary
appointments in Canada, and we were very glad to see these ladies
return. During their absence the pressure on the other Health Visitors
was very great and it is remarkable that the total number of wisils
made this year again shows an increase. It does mean, unfortunately,
that it was necessary to spend less time with individual patients, and
I should be the last one to believe that health visiting can be measured
by the number of visits made. It must rather be measured by the
amount of help given, and a perfunctory visit is of very little use.
Even the best of mothers benelits by the support given to her by an
intelligent, well-trained professional person, who can confirm that she
is on the right lines.

Although we were not fully staffed, we were not allocated any
Health Visitors through the County Council Training Scheme as we
were informed that the need in other areas was greater than ours.
The field of work of a Health Visitor continues to expand and 1 am
afraid that the main source of recruitment in industrial areas such as
this one is from a Training Scheme. Very few Health Visitors are
attracted to these areas by advertising in professional journals.

Believing, as I do, that health visiting is perhaps our most
important service, I hope that the Training Scheme will be expanded
and that more Nurses will be attracted into this difficult, and often
unrewarding and unappreciated branch of our work, work which, how-
ever, 15 well worth while.

TABLE 7
VISITS PAID BY HEALTH VISITORS IN 1961

First visits to children under one vyear 365
Subsequent visits to children under one year ... 3.477
Visits to children one to five years ... 4,403
Visits to expectant mothers ... 131
Miscellaneous 3,379

Total ... 11,955

Ante-Natal Clinics

Table 8 gives particulars of the attendances at the ante-natal
clinics. One hundred and fifty-nine confinements took place at home
and 218 new expectant mothers attended our ante-natal clinics. In
addition, 49 expectant mothers attended who were also attending last
year, making a total of individual mothers attending 267. These
mothers made 1,061 attendances.

The number of attendances divided by the number of mothers

attending indicate an average attendance of four times for each case.
20



These figures do not give an accurate indication of the total atten-
dances made by individual mothers. Some women, particularly those
with several other children. may book late in pregnancy. whilst others
attend from the twelfth week, or sometimes earlier.

In actual fact, the system in operation in Ante-Natal Clinics
is that normal cases attend monthly until the thirtieth week, and
thereafter at fortnightly intervals. Thus the average attendance of a
women booking early in pregnancy would be seven or eight such visits.
If the woman’s condition warranted it, these attendances would be
more frequent.

In the vast majority of cases, these visits alternate with those
to the booked General Practitioners. Some General Practitioners
carry out routine ante-natal examinations during the pregnancy whilst
others are satisfied that the patients visit them only occasionally,
realising that if there is anything untoward, they would be advised
by the Borough Ante-Natal Clinics.

In general, an extremely satisfactory liaison exists between the
medical and nursing staff of our Clinics and the General Practitioners
concerned.

TABLE 8
ATTENDANCES AT ANTE-NATAL CLINICS

1957 1958 1939 1960 1961

MWumber of sessions T 98 106 108 ]
Number of new exper:lant ‘mothers ... B Eildaw 15 148 182 218
Total number of individual expectant mothers 192 194 210 250 267
Total number of attendances ... ... 7168 Beb 1009 1089 1061
Average number of patients per session ... 7.38 884 952 1008 10.72

Relaxation Clinics

A table showing particulars of the work of the clinic is given
below :—

TABLE 9

ATTENDANCES AT RELAXATION CLINIC
Ante-Natal Figures

MNumber brought forward from previous year 17
Mumber of new cases ... : 79
Total individual mothers 96
Total attendances 607
Post-natal Figures
Individual mothers 17
Total attendances 17
.n"\.ntl: natal Pnst-na!al Flgure'i.
Number of sessions ... ; . 90
Average attendances per session ... 6.9
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Post-Natal Clinics

Our post-natal clinic is held at the same time as the ante-natal
clinic so that the mothers who are used to attending during pregnancy
can see the same Medical Officer post-natally. Many women now,
however, very properly receive their post-natal care from their own
Doctor and all the women delivered at home had a post-natal exami-
nation either at the clinic or at their own Doctor’s surgery. Most
of the patients delivered in hospital attended at the hospital for post-
natal examination. Altogether, only three women attended the clinic
for post-natal examination,

Domiciliary Midwifery

There was a decrease in the number of domiciliary confinements
this year, despite the increased number of births. More and more
people wish to have their confinements in hospital and it is not antici-
pated that this number is likely to increase. For some years, two-
thirds of our babies have been born in hospital and only one-third
at home. It is appreciated that hospital is usually the best place for
a first baby, when unexpected difficulties may arise, and every case
who has had difficulty with the first baby, a difficulty which may arise
with susequent pregnancies, should be admitted into hospital, but
when there are other children in the family, I think there is a good
deal to be said for normal confinements taking place in the normal
family setting.

There has been no change in the midwifery staff this year. Miss
Lister has continued to be responsible for Rastrick, Miss McCormick
for Brighouse and Miss Duckworth for Hipperholme.

The work done by the Midwives is set out in Table 10 below.

TABLE 10
WORK DONE BY MIDWIVES DURING 1961

Labours Conducted: (a) as midwives 159

{b) as maternily nurses —
Ante-natal visits 1,080
Post-natal wvisits 1.989
Dental Scheme

During the year, 50 expectant mothers were referred for treat-
ment, and treatment was completed in 74 cases. This last figure in-
cludes, of course, continued treatment of cases who had begun their
treatment last year and other cases for whom appointments had been
made.
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Ophthalmic Scheme,

During 1961, 26 Brighouse pre-school children were examined

at the Ophthalmic Clinic, all suffering from Strabismus, and spectacles
were prescribed in 10 cases.

WELLHOLME PARK DAY NURSERY,

The average number of daily attendances has been 24, or three
less than last year, so that the Nursery is considerably unused. This
is not because the demand for places is insufficient but because child-
ren arc only admitted where there are social or medical reasons for
admission, Children whose mothers are unmarried and have to go
to work to support them, and children whose mothers are ill, widows’
children and occasionally children who would benefit by a short period
in association with other children are admitted. They are our main
sources of admission. There is considerable movement into and out
of the Nursery, very much more than used to be the case, for mothers
who are the principal support of the family often cannot obtain a job
which will fit in with the opening hours of the Nursery and in a time
when industry is slacker are required to work full industrial hours.

and children whose mothers are temporarily ill. only spend a short
time with us.

It is interesting to see how the long-stay children become con-
fident and often act as leaders to the new-comers, somelimes very
aggressive leaders. It is also interesting to see how children who come
to us for short periods because they are not able to eat and show
varying kinds of maladjustment soon settle down and become normal
members of the Nursery.

We have had one or two backward children under five who are
still at babyhood and who would not fit readily into the Training
Centre routine as they still have to be fed.

Although our numbers are small. I am satisfied that the work
of the Nursery is valuable and that it has never been more useful
than it is at present.

Our main difficulty is the refusal of people who are in tempo-
rary financial difficulties and seek to use the Nursery as a way out.
We often wish we could help them. especially as we know that there
is a tendency to leave children in unsatisfactory homes when Nursery
accommodation is refused. It is sometimes difficult for them to be
persuaded that the Nursery does not exist purely in order to enable
a family to qualify for a higher standard of living.

There was practically no infection in the Nursery this year. We
only had one case of Measles which did not spread throughout the
Nursery.
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MENTAL HEALTH

In November, 1960, the Mental Health Act came into operation.
This means that we shall have, eventually, big changes in the adminis-
tration of mental health. This Act was important, not only for the
legislation it contained, but for the fact that Parliament and the country
had begun to realise at last the great importance to the health of the
community of the mental well-being of its members.

When a new Act of what we hope will be far-reaching import-
ance is passed, its implementation often has to be a gradual process.
The County Council were anxious that their Mental Health Service
should be placed on a firm foundation and Mr. Parkinson was appoint-
ed as Senior Mental Welfare Officer for seven County Divisions with
his headquarters in this area.

Already. in this Division, we have made considerable efforts
over the years to carry out the after-care of cases discharged from
hospital, and we have had our own psychiatric clinic established now
for seven years. Until this year, Miss Wroe, our Mental Health Social
Worker, was engaged for two Divisions. The present County estab-
lishment is for one Mental Welfare Officer for Division 19 and our-
selves and a further Officer who would be shared between the Divisions.
With an increase in the staff from one to three, together with a Senior
Mental Welfare Officer who would help to co-ordinate the work with
our neighbours, we believed we would be able to carry out a great
deal more work, work which was there to be done. Unfortunately,
this early promise was not entirely fulfilled. Although an additional
Mental Welfare Officer was appointed, he did not at first know either
the district or the patients and we lost the services of the Duly
Authorised Officer, who was very familiar with the district. In addi-
tion, we had to help considerably neighbouring Divisions who were
not so fortunate in their staffing position as ourselves. At the same
time, the Halifax Psychiatric Clinic became more demanding. It was
necessary that this Clinic should be established, for our patients from
Greetland and Hipperholme find it easier to attend the Halifax Clinic
than to come down to Brighouse.

In this Division, the Brighouse Psychiatric Clinic is serving an
approximate population of 22,000, and the Halifax Clinic, approxi-
mately 31,000. The normal catchment area of the remaining 5,000
people of the Division is Bradford. Mr. Lee, the newly-appointed
Mental Welfare Officer, serving as he did the two Divisions, was able
to see all the County patients referred to the Halifax Clinic in his
tri-weekly attendances at this Clinic, and his attendances at the Clinic,
although time-consuming, have been very well worth while. During
the year, 48 new patients were seen from this Division,
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Brighouse Psychiatric Clinic

The Brighouse Psychiatric Clinic has continued throughout the
year, and the figures for this Clinic are given below :—

Number of sessions 48
Domiciliary cases attended by Psychiatrist I
New cases attending (domiciliary) 65
Total number of attendances ... 486
Home visits by Mental Welfare Officer in connection

with Psychiatric Clinic ... 51
Admissions to hospital (voluntary) 7
Number of cases having E.C.T. treatment :—

Huddersfield Royal Infirmary (O.P.) ... 3

Halifax General Hospital (O.P.) ... —

There were less new cases this year, probably due to the fact
that Miss Wroe has spent rather less time with the patients, consequent
upon her increased clerical work and her work in other Divisions,
and has not been able to encourage so many people to attend. Despite
this, 7 voluntary informal admissions were arranged from this Clinic
and much of this is due to the sympathetic handling by the Psychia-
trist and the large measure of understanding existing between him, the
patient’s own doctor and the social worker. It was a sad blow to our
clinic when Miss Wroe left us at the end of the year, for the continuity
which we have maintained for so long has now been broken and she
was a very much-loved person in the area. She has gone to what we
hope will be a wider field of work and we shall always be grateful
for all she did here.

Another reason why Brighouse Psychiatric Clinic did not receive
so many new admissions was that the other Mental Welfare Officer.
Mr. Lee, as mentioned earlier. was already putting in three attend-
ances at the Clinic at Halifax and patients from the parts of the
Borough near to Halifax and from Elland and Queensbury and Shelf
have usually been referred to the Halifax Clinic.

I append below the report of Dr. Wilkinson, the Consultant
Psychiatrist, on the Brighouse Clinic :—

“This Clinic continues to function satisfactorily. Clinics are held
every Tuesday afternoon and continue to be very well attended. It is
becoming clear that Out-Patient Psychiatric Clinics will grow in import-
ance over the next few years. The psychiatric services as a whole are
gradually changing in character, essentially there is a change in emph-
asis from hospital care to community care of the patient.

“Many of the old large mental hospitals will gradually disappear
over the years and be replaced by psychiatric units attached to general
hospitals. This implies that more patients who previously spent long
periods in mental hospitals would be cared for in the community. The
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Local Authorities will play a prominent part in this respect. By and
large, the hospitals will deal with the acute cases and as the patient
improves, it is hoped that the great majority of these will then be fit
to be cared for at home. The General Medical Practitioner, Mental
Welfare Officer and the Consultant Psychiatric staff will all play an
important part and it is hoped that the Out-Patients’ Clinics, such as
the Brighouse Clinic, will be used not merely to diagnose cases but also
for helping in the intensive follow-up of cases after the Hospital. It
is only by such means that we can hope to keep large numbers of these
cases in the community.

“During recent years, there has been increasing tolerance by the
community at large towards people with mental ill health and, of course,
this will need to be increased if many more of them are to be cared
for at home. Every effort therefore should be made by people res-
ponsible for these patients in any way to try to improve the general
public’s attitude to psychiatric illness generally.

“As far as the Clinic is concerned, the Psychiatric Social Worker,
Miss Wroe, left during the year to take up an appointment elsewhere.
She was always most helpful at the Clinic and 1 am sure she will be
missed by the staff and patients attached to it.”

Mental Health Preventive Service

Previously, all admissions had been arranged by the Duly Auth-
orised Officer, and I should like to pay tribute to the excellent work
done by Mr. Johnson in this area before the implementation of the Act.

The total number of patients referred to the Service in this
Division from all sources during the year was 151, the sources of these
referrals being —

From general practitioners 50
From hospitals (following treatment) ... 17
From local education authorities 3
From police and courts ... 9
From other sources (relatives, other agencies) ... 46
From out-patient clinics ... 26

151

—

~ Of the total patients referred to above, 60 patients entered
hospital under the following Sections of the Mental Health Act, 1959 :

Admitted informally (Section 5) ... 39
Admitted for observation (Section 25) ... |
Admitted for treatment (Section 26) ... 4
Admitted for emergency period of observation 16

60
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In addition to the 60 patients admitted to hospital, several
other patients have been admitted informally without our knowledge,
as it is not the hospitals’ normal practice to inform us when patients
arc so admitted. Sometimes we learn of them when after-care is
necessary, but often we do not know of them at all.

Just as a patient can suffer from a minor physical illness and be
in hospital for a short time and make a complete recovery, so with men-
tal illness, and a patient who is admitted to hospital informally and
does very well and is discharged quite soon, may not need our help in
giving after-care. They should be able to rely on the support and
help of their friends and relations, although this is by no means always
forthcoming, and indeed sometimes even today they are regarded as
strange beings from a strange world. The sympathy meted out to
them is still sometimes that of a pitying superior, although all of us
who have any imagination have known times ourselves of mental
stress and perturbation, and it is very little comfort to anyone to be
regarded as liable to future breakdowns during a convalescence from
any illness, mental or physical. I am hopeful, however, that the
present improvement in the social attitude will continue, and that this,
combined with the success of new methods of treatment, will result
in a continued decline in the number of days spent in hospital and a
gradually improved social climate so that cventually mental illness
may be accepted as an analogous entity to physical illness and not
regarded as a thing apart and as something of which to be ashamed.
Perhaps the time will come when people, by a short period of out-
patient treatment, can get over their temporary difficulties and the
need for hospitalisation of any kind becomes still less.

We are promised that beds will soon be available in the general
hospitals and I feel sure that this is a big step forward in our endea-
vours to improve the mental health of the community. It will, I hope,
become common knowledge that people who regard patients who are
mentally ill as subjects of pity and curiosity are themselves far from
complete personalities, ill-informed and unimaginative.

Altogether, BOO visits have been made by the Mental Welfare
Officers and the number of patients dealt with under Section 28 of
the National Health Act was 98. There is no doubt that the work
has increased and will increase and our main difficulty is that of staff.
It is somewhat frustrating when work needs to be done in the Division
but other, more urgent, work is required in other Divisions where
there is a temporary shortage of Mental Welfare Officers but although
this may appear to be a disadvantage of a County area, we know
that we, too, will receive similar help, if and when we have similar
difficulties.

Meanwhile, the number of patients admitted to hospital has
increased during the year and the length of stay reduced. With the
quick turnover of beds, patients are now rarely staying in hospital for
more than four weeks and more emphasis is placed on the after-care
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of patients. Patients are seen before admission, persuaded to agree to
hospital admission, and are seen after discharge, when they often have
to be helped considerably. Gradually, the method of admission will
become more and more informal.

It would appear now that, even when our full establishment
and that of our neighbours is attained, we shall probably need further
staff. There is no doubt that the increasing awareness of patients that
mental illness may require in-patient hospital treatment of a compara-
tively short duration, and that they can then proceed to a period of
convalescence in their own homes with the help and advice of Psy-
chiatrists at Out-Patients’ Clinics, fortified by regular visits of their
own Doctor and of the Mental Welfare Officer, does give sufferers
from mental illness more confidence in secking advice and does result
in a larger number of patients being cared for at home.

As Dr. Wilkinson remarks, more and more patients, who previ-
ously spent long periods in mental hospitals, will be cared for in the
community and gradually we shall see the end of the old large mental
hospitals and more and more the establishment of the Psychiatric Unit
attached to a general hospital.

With this, our work will continue to increase. More and more,
the care of the mentally ill will be an affair for the community. As
I see it, the work of the Public Health Department in personal health
is largely that of caring for the weaker members of the community—
the children and the old people, the mentally ill, the physically handi-
capped, and the convalescent patients—and, gradually, if we are to
keep a sense of proportion, mental illness will be taken into our
community services and assume an equal and similar importance to
our other services, and the psychiatric clinic will become as much a
part of the health services of this country as our other local authority
and hospital clinics are.

Divisional Training Centre
The Training Centre ran very smoothly during 1961 and there

were no untoward difficulties. On the whole, the attendance was
remarkably good.

At the beginning of the year, there were thirty-four on the
register. Five were admitted and five discharged, so that at the end
of the year the same number were on the register. Thirty of the
children belonged to this Division and four children, one boy and
three girls. were children from our neighbouring Division 19.

Of the discharges, one, a girl of over sixteen, was found
employment: two more, a boy and a girl, both of whom had improved
markedly and both of whose 1.Q.’s were in the region of 50%, were
admitted to a special school; and a very low-grade boy was admitted
to permanent institutional care. The other discharge was a tragic case
where the mother, died in childbirth. Tt was therefore necessary to
admit this boy to hospital.
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Of the admissions one adult girl who had been in an epileptic
colony, was admitted, temporarily, until employment could be found
for her. another girl, who had not previously settled down, was re-
admitted to the Centre, and 1 am glad to say is now one of our most
stable members; one boy was an inward transfer, and two infant
mongol children were admitted and make up the total.

We still had two boys who were awaiting admission to the
Industrial Centre, and at the time of writing the transport difficulties
have been overcome and the boys have started at the Industrial Centre.

Social activities during the year included a day trip to Southport.
This was arranged in conjunction with one of the Churches, who kindly
lent us the schoolroom and were most helpful. I should like to pay
tribute at this point to the great interest and kindness shown by the
Clergy in the Centre. We are used to the kindness of the Brighouse
Council, the Mayor of which Council has rarely missed an opportunity
of attending our Open Day and Christmas Party. The Mayor and
Mayoress this year showed particular interest in the children and the
activities on the Open Day on the 6th December were of particular
interest. There is no doubt that our new development in training,
with an emphasis on activity and colour, is appreciated by the child-
ren, and the display on Open Day was so arranged that all the children
were able to take part. The Christmas Party was held on the 12th
December.

At present, our Training Centre is a happy place, and the
Supervisor and her staff are to be congratulated on its atmosphere.
Although the Centre is to be replaced ultimately by a larger one, the
staff are, of course, so much more important than the building, and
I am satisfied that this Centre at present is doing very useful and
important work.

The Halifax, Brighouse and District Society for Mentally Handi-
capped Children continued to show great interest in the Centre and
are always a great help and encouragement to us. [ had the privilege
of visiting Holland to see special schools and training and industrial
centres throuth the kindness of this Association. Although I was
very impressed by what I saw, and gained extremely useful knowledge
which T hope will be of help to us when our industrial centre is estab-
lished, I did not see a happier centre than the one we at present have
in this Division.

Mental Deficiency

Regular visits were made by the Mental Welfare Officers to
all defectives in the area who are under our care. The figures given
in the report are for the whole Division: it has not been thought
desirable to split them into different districts. The number of defec-
tives under our care at the 31st December, 1961, was as follows :(—

Males under 16 years of age 10
Females under 16 years of age ... 8
Males over 16 years of age 30
Females over 16 years of age ... 27
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Ten males and four females who are in regular gainful employ-
ment and who themselves, or whose parents, do not wish for super-
vision are not now under our care. | believe they will all manage
to lead a useful life without our help. I hope that if they are ever in
difficulties. they will not fail to call upon us. Our services are there
for them.

The following are the particulars of the fifty-seven adults under
our care at the end of the year :—

Thirty-two defectives were in regular gainful employment
(twenty-one males and eleven females), six males being employed in
the textile industry, twelve as labourers, one as a farm labourer, one
as a builder's labourer. and one working for his father. Of the
females, eight were employed in the textile industry and three on
laundry and domestic work. Five female defectives were occupied
at home in household tasks and handwork, and two male defectives
assisted in the home. Two female defectives are suffering from crip-
pling defects which prevent their employment, and another five defec-
tives (three male and two female) did not follow any occupation. Two
males over sixteen attended an industrial centre, and two males and
seven females over sixteen attended our training centre.

Of the eighteen children, seventeen (ten males and seven fe-
males) attended the Training Centre. One female child who is severe-
ly subnormal is being cared for at home with regular periods of short
stay care in hospital

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE AREA

Water Supply

Of the 11.455 inhabited houses in the Borough, 11,413 are on
the public water supply, which has remained satisfactory as regards
quantity and quality throughout the year. With the exception of six
houses supplied by standpipe, ail those on public supply received water
direct to the houses. The remaining houses have private supplies
derived from springs and wells, the majority of which are frequently
contaminated by animal pollution. In the section of this report con-
tributed by the Chief Public Health Inspector, it will be seen that 24
samples out of 45 taken from the private water supplies serving 44
premises were unsatisfactory, and the only safe way for people with
private water supplies from shallow wells is for the water to be boiled.
It is unlikely that any great improvement in this position will be made
in the near future as most of the houses and farms not on public
supply are remote from any public water main or service. Some of
these houses, however, have been included in our slum clearance
programme as unfit and this should substantially reduce their number.
Examinations for plumbo-solvency were all satisfactory.
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I am informed by the Water Engineer that the following exten-
sions and replacements of main were carried out during 1961 :—

Extensions of main :—

33 yards of 4” main, Toothill Avenue, Rastrick.

74 yards of 4” main, Cornwall Crescent, Bailiffe Bridge.

90 yards of 4” main, Devon Way, Bailiffe Bridge.

142 yards of 4” main, Wyke Old Lane, Bailiffe Bridge.
725 yards of 47 main, Slead Avenue, Brighouse.

65 yards of 6” main. Sefton Estates, Laverock Lane, Brighouse.
240 yards of 4” main, Sefton Estates, Laverock Lane, Brighouse.

Renewal of main :

94 yards of 3” main. Clough Lane, Rastrick.

64 yards of 3” main, Houghton Street, Brighouse.
190 yards of 4” main, Lillands Lane, Brighouse.

140 yards of 4” main, Wyke Old Lane, Bailiffe Bridge.
200 yards of 6” main, Slead Avenue, Brighouse.

600 yards of 4” main, Dewsbury Road, Rastrick.

140 yards of 3” main, Camm Street, Brighouse.

Drainage and Sewerage

The requirements of drainage and sewerage in this area were
very adequately dealt with in a sewer survey which was published by
the Borough Engineer thirteen years ago.

The plans mentioned last year for a new sewer in Commercial
Street and a sewer diversion and enlargement from St. Giles Road to
Denholmegate Road and from Victoria Terrace to Barfield Road were
carried out during the year, and a new sewer from St. Giles Road, via
the Stray. to The Avenue, was in the course of construction at the end
of the year.

Rivers and Sireams

The Yorkshire Ouse River Board is the supervising authority.

No complaints regarding the pollution of any stream in the area were
received by the Health Department during the year.

Atmospheric Pollution

Over 200 smoke observations were made during the year and
full particulars of the 91 recorded observations are given in the Chief
Public Health Inspector’s report.

Your Chief Public Health Inspector has notified industrialists
of all observations, and has thus kept them informed when their

plants have been working satisfactorily and not merely when the results
were bad.

One prosecution was undertaken during the year but on the
whole industrialists have shown evidence of their desire to co-operate
with the Department.
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Mr. Jennings is to be complimented on the excellent progress
he has made in the establishment of smoke control areas. Although
it is true that he could do nothing without the backing of the Chair-
man and Members of the Public Health Committee, 1 consider it is
only right to acknowledge his consistent conscientious assiduity, and
by the end of the year six orders had been made, and the target had
been passed by two years. This work has been carried out with
excellent co-operation from the public, much of which is due to them
being kept fully informed. and to the backing of Councillors in their
local areas. Already, there are signs of the improvement brought
about by the smoke control areas. The industrial side of the problem
has not been neglected and the Public Health Inspectors have made
over a hundred visits to boiler plants. Already, the industrial smoke
is contributing considerably less dirt to the atmosphere and industrial-
1sts are making preparations for the implementation of the Clean Air
Act in advance of their statutory obligations.

I recommend the Council to read the report of the Chief Public
Health Inspector on the operation of the Clean Air Act, which is
contained in the section of the report under the heading of *Atmos-
pheric Pollution.” They will find it both interesting and informative.
It is a record of extremely hard work.

Public Baths

[ am obliged to the Baths Manager for the following statement
of the attendance of bathers during 1960 and 1961 :—

1960-61  1961-62

Mixed Bathing ... .. .. 33,037 32299
Segregated Bathing ... 12,140 8,321
Swimming Club 4,399 4,230
Schoolchildren in organised classes 26,158 26,611
Slipper Baths 7.788 7.267
Totals ... 83,522 78,728

There was a breakdown in the filter system in the Baths in
June. The Baths were accordingly immediately closed while repairs
were effected.

Chemical and bacteriological examinations carried out showed
that the water was safe.
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Housing Programme

The Borough Engineer informs me that the following houses
were completed in 1961 :(—

Field Lane Estate:

Old People’s Bungalows ... Sr )
Single Person’s Flats 3
Two Persons’ Flats ... A [ |
Two-Bedroomed Houses ... 6
Three-Bedroomed Houses ... 4
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He also informed me that the programme envisaged for 1961
and given in last year’s report is now expected to be completed during
1962. This is as follows :—

Field Lane Estate:

Old People’s Bungalows ... 8
Single Person’s Flats ave 2
Two Persons’ Flats ... 8
Two-Bedroomed Houses ... gt w2
Three-Bedroomed Houses ... 4

Laverock Lane:
Old People’s Bungalows
Two Persons’ Flats ... 8

58

In addition, 183 houses were erected by private enterprise.

During 1961, representations were made in respect of 38 houses,
4 in the Briggate area, 11 in the Brookfoot area, 8 in Ganny Grove
and 15 in Ganny Street, and, in addition, six individual houses were
represented under Section 16 of the Housing Act, 1957. Closing Orders
were made in respect of four of these houses, and demolition orders
were made in respect of the remaining two. Seventy-four houses were
demolished in Clearance Areas, thus displacing 21 families consisting
of 54 persons. Two individual houses were also demolished during the
yvear. Twenty-four families were rehoused during the year from unfit
houses, and ten families were rehoused on account of overcrowding.

Applications for improvement grants were made in respect of 142
houses, and 112 improvements were completed. Full details respecting

improvement grants are given in the Chief Public Health Inspector’s
section of the report

I enclose a table of the progress made since the slum clearance
programme was prepared. Three houses were closed (which are not
included in this table) at Norcliffe Lane. At the Inguiry it was agreed
they should be used for industrial purposes.
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Premises for the Manufacture, Preparation and Sale of Food,

Premises connected with food have been visited regularly, and
674 visits were made to the various types of food premises. This
compares with 629 visits made in 1960 and further details of these
inspections are contained in the Chief Public Health Inspector’s report.
A great many improvements were made to food premises, and details
of these are given in full by the Chief Public Health Inspector.

Continuous shortage of Public Health Inspectors is preventing
the Department carrying out as much food inspection as we would
have wished. Nevertheless, a great deal of work has been done as a
result of skilful deployment of staff by your Chief Public Health
Inspector.

Two cases of Food Poisoning were notified during the year.
These two cases occurred in old people who had been at a social
gathering. No-one else was affected, no organisms were isolated, and
it is considered that these were not true Food Poisonings but cases of
digestive upset in the elderly, following an unaccustomedly heavy meal.

Milk Supply

Although we are not responsible for the public health aspects
of the production side of milk supply. regular samples are taken from
the distributors and all unsatisfactory samples are reported to the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Fifty-seven distributors were
registered.

Thirty formal samples were taken for chemical analysis and all
were satisfactory. In addition, 95 samples were taken for the Methy-
lene Blue Test, and, of these, ten were found to be unsatisfactory and
required following up.

None of the ten samples of sterilised milk taken for the tur-
bidity test showed inefficient sterilisation and all of the samples sub-
mitted for the phosphatase test showed satisfactory pasteurisation.

Eighty-five samples of milk were taken for biological test for
Tuberculosis. One of these samples was found to be infected with
the Tubercle Bacillus and a notice was served under Article 20 of
the Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations, 1959. Although this
formal action was taken, there was full co-operation from the Pro-
ducer-Retailer, and the Animal Health Division of the Ministry of
Agriculture found the offending animal. At the same time, a further
six other reactors were removed from the herd.

[ remarked last year that [ was seriously concerned by the
presence of Brucellus Abortus. The public are not perhaps sufficiently
aware that by drinking Tuberculin-tested milk which has not been
pasteurised, they have no protection against Brucellus Abortus. Your
Public Health Inspectors have spent a great deal of time in investi-
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gating milk to safeguard the public from this organism which can
cause long and debilitating illness. A quick testing of the milk by
the Ring test is not sufficient for animals which h‘aw: had some im-
munisation against this disease and are free from disease may show a
positive reaction.

Full details of the work on Brucellus Abortus are given in the
Chief Public Health Inspector’s report.

It was possible to deal with this problem informally, due to the
co-operation of the farmers.

Cream

Five samples of cream were submitted for bacteriological exam-
ination. Four of these were satisfactory and one unsatisfactory.

Ice Cream

One premises was registered for the manufacture of ice cream,
and regular routine inspections of the premises were made. There
are now ninety premises registered for the sale of ice cream.

A total of twenty samples of ice cream were taken for exam-
ination and all these were found to be satisfactory. Full particulars
of these are contained in the Chief Public Health Inspector’s report.

No coliform organisms were found in the eleven samples of
“iced lollies” submitted for examination. None of the “iced lollies™
were submitted for chemical examination.

Meat and Other Foods

A detailed statement regarding the action taken with regard
to meat and other foods is given in the Chief Public Health Inspec-
tor’s report. Condemned meat is sent for processing. Other waste
food, along with kitchen waste, is dealt with in the plant of a neigh-
bouring County Borough.

Adulteration, etc.

The administration of the Food and Drugs Act is carried out

by the West Riding County Council, samples being taken by our
Health Inspectors.

Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Food

Samples of food for chemical and bacteriological examination
are taken by the County Council.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS DISEASES

General
The infectious disease most prevalent during 1961 was Measles.
Altogether, 481 cases were notified.

Diphtheria Immunisation

There has been no case of Diphtheria notified in Brighouse
since 1950. 1 consider that it is fair to assume that the fall in the
incidence of this disease, which is general throughout the country, is
partly due to Diphtheria immunisation.

The prophylatics used were three doses of lc.c. of Triple Vac-
cine (Diphtheria and Tetanus Toxoid and Pertussis Vaccine) for child-
ren under five years. Parents of these children were also given the
choice of having their children immunised separately for Diphtheria
and Whooping Cough or having a combined Diphtheria/Tetanus or
Whooping Cough/Tetanus injection. For older children over five,
T.A.F. was used in three doses of lc.c. Previously immunised child-
ren are given a re-inforcing dose of lc.c. of T.AF. on reaching the
age of four-and-a-half to five years.

Four hundred and ninety-two children completed a full course
of primary immunisation by Triple Vaccine during the year. Three
hundred and ten were given a reinforcing dose.

The number of children who had completed a full course of
immunisation at any time up to December 31st, 1961, is as follows :(—

{Age at December 3lst, 1961)
Under 1 Iyr. 2yrs. 3yrs. dyrs. 5-Oyrs, 10-14yrs. Total
134 2 389 310 338 1,464 1.857 4,864

As last year, I give the figures of children immunised in two
groups, the first group being children who have received either an
initial or a booster dose in the last five years, and the second group
those who were immunised at a date preceding this.

Number of children at December 31st, 1961, who had completed
a course of immunisation at any time before that date (i.e., at any
time since January 1st, 1947) :—

Age at 31.12.61 Under 1 1-4 5-9 10-14 Under 15
i.e. Born in Year 1961 1960-57 1956-52  1951-47 Total
A 1957-1961 134 1,409 962 227 2,732
B 1947-1956 —_ = 502 1,630 2,132
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Whooping Cough Immunisation

Four hundred and fifty-two children were immunised against
Whooping Cough during the year, threz hundred and sixty of whom
were under one year of age.

Tetanus Immunisation

Four hundred and ninety-three children were immunised against
Tetanus during the year, three hundred and sixty of whom were under
one year of age.

Vaccination against Smallpox

Ninety-five vaccinations and thirty-four re-vaccinations were
carried out during the year. This compares with last year’s figures
of two hundred and twenty-four primary and forty-two re-vaccinations.

B.C.G. Vaccination

B.C.G. vaccination was offered to 388 thirteen-year-old children.
Parents of only 245, or 63%, consented to this valuable measure as
compared with the County average for 1960 of 62%. Of these, 236
were tested. Sixty-nine of them, or 29%., were found to be positive
reactors and presumably had been exposed to the disease at some time,
and 164 with negative reactions were given B.C.G. vaccination.

Mantoux testing and vaccination of contacts were also carried
out. (The figures for contacts are Divisional figures as it is not thought
desirable to pin-point localities).

Forty-eight child contacts received skin tests. Twenty-five of
these were positive, and twentv-three negative. Thirty-four children
received B.C.G. vaccination, including eleven newly-born babies not
previously given a skin test and twenty-three negative reactors.

Vaccination against Poliomyelitis

During the year, 1,549 children in the Division received two
injections, making a total number of children vaccinated with two
injections of 11,588 since the commencement of the Scheme.

In addition, 2,108 adults were vaccinated against Poliomyelitis.

Third injections of Poliomyelitis vaccination continued at the
end of a seven-month interval, and 13,520 persons had rELewad three
injections by the end of the year.

In addition, 3,533 children in the most vulnerable age group
of 5-12 years were given booster doses.
The figures given under this section are all Divisional ones.
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NOTIFIABLE DISEASES

Diphtheria
No case of Diphtheria was notified in the Borough during the
year.

Smallpox
No case of Smallpox occurred in 1961.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum
No case of Ophthalmia Neonatorum was notified during 1961.

Puerperal Pyrexia
One case of Puerperal Pyrexia occurred during 1961.

This was due to a small portion of membrane being retained.
The patient was treated with Penicillin and her temperature only
remained up for two days. She had an uninterrupted recovery.

Cerebro-Spinal Fever
No case of Cerebro-Spinal Fever was notified during the year.

Pneumonia

Twenty-seven cases of Pneumonia were reported, as compared
with twenty-one in 1960. There were fourteen deaths.

Sonne Dysentery

There were twenty-three cases of Sonne Dysentery notified du-
ring the year, as compared with one last year. Twenty-two of these
were in the first quarter and one was in the second quarter of the year.

Eighteen of the twenty-two cases occurred in one outbreak.
Three others, a man, wife and under-school-age child, were in one
family. The remaining case was in an individual child. as was the
case in the second quarter.

All the eighteen cases occurring in the outbreak apparently
originated from one boy, who was attending at a local school in which,
altogether, there were eight notified cases, the stools of seven of which
were positive. In addition, three unnotified cases which were positive,
two children and one teacher, were found in this School. Besides the
eight notified cases who were attending this School, there were six
cases notified among adults who were in contact with children in the
School, and eight among children, six of whom were under school age
who were contacts and two of whom, children who were attending
another school. In addition to these notified cases, eight family con-
tacts, who were symptomless, were found to have positive stools.
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All the cases were followed up and the outbreak, which com-
menced at the end of January, had apparently died out by the middle
of March.

We were fortunate this time in that none of the positive child
contacts attended our Day Nursery.

Scarlet Fever
During 1961, there were thirteen cases of Scarlet Fever, as
compared with thirty-seven in [960.

The Scarlet Fever was again mild and there were no compli-
cations. No-one died from it.

Chickenpox

This disease is notifiable in this area, and one hundred and
fifty-eight cases were notified during the year, compared with two
hundred and thirty-seven in 1960.

Measles

Four hundred and eighty-one cases of Measles were notified
during the year, compared with one hundred and sixty-six cases last
year.

It was noted last year thai there were signs that the expected
biennial epidemic of Measles was commencing and that there was an
increased incidence of Measles in the last quarter of the year. The
epidemic showed signs of abating by the middle of this year, and
there were only four cases notified in the last quarter of the year.

There is no agent available to provide active immunisation and
as the non-immunes in the population build up, so a large number of
cases becomes inevitable. This has been occurring biennially in recent
years, and we can expect another increase in Measles at the end of 1962,

Wheooping Cough

There were seventy-six cases of Whooping Cough notified in
1961, as compared with fifty in 1960.

One of these cases had been immunised.

Poliemyelitis

There was one case of Poliomyelitis during the year in this Bor-
ough. This occurred at the end of June in a woman of twenty-six.
This woman had received her first immunising dose of Salk vaccine by
injection on the 27th May and her second injection on the 24th June.
Six days after her second injection, before she had time to develop full
immunity, she became ill. She had paralysis of her right arm and
right leg. This lady had been working very hard. looking after a young
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family and going out to work. No other members of the family con-
tracted the disease. The older of the two children had been immunised
with two injections, along with his mother, but the second child was not
immunised until after the onset of her illness.

The virus isolated was Type | virus, of which there had been
no cases in surrounding areas up to this time, and the source of her
infection was not ascertained.

Tuberculosis

The statistics relating to Tuberculosis are presented in tabular
form in Table 15.

No action has been found necessary under the Public Health
(Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925, nor under the Public
Health Act, 1936, Section 172.

Notifications were received in respect of twenty-four cases of
Respiratory Tuberculosis during 1961, as compared with eleven in 1960.
There were no cases of Non-Respiratory Tuberculosis notified this year.
In addition, five respiratory cases were transferred into the district and
two respiratory cases were restored to the register. Seven respiratory
cases and one non-respiratory case were transferred out, and seventeen
respiratory cases and three non-respiratory cases recovered during the
year and were removed from the register.

The system of special contact cards has been continued in the
Division and an effort has been made for all contacts of new cases to
have investigation, including follow-up X-ray examination at the Royal
Halifax Infirmary. Other contacts are followed up regularly and as
many as possible are X-rayed whenever the Mass Radiography Unit
visits the Division. This year, the Mass Radiography Unit visited the
Division in July and August, so that the older contacts were X-rayed.

The number of known contacts at present under observation in
the Brighouse area is three hundred and sixty-six in respect of one hund-
red and ninety-two cases of Respiratory Tuberculosis.

The visit of the Mass Radiography Unit largely accounts for the
increase in the number of notifications received, seventeen cases being
notified in the latter half of the year, as compared with seven in the
first two quarters. This large increase in the number of notifications
does, however, tell us that it is too early for us to be complacent about
Tuberculosis. The disease is now much easier cured and the mortality
from this disease is much reduced but the incidence is still sufficiently
high as to cause us to maintain our vigilance. The reduction in mort-
ality must not allow us to be complacent about the position.

Of the twenty-four cases, fourteen were male and ten female.
Two male cases and three female cases were among children. All these
children suffered from a primary complex and were all discovered as
contacts of adult cases. Two of them, a boy and a girl, aged five and
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three respectively, were contacts of the maternal grandmother. As
Irish immigrants to the area, they had lived under overcrowded con-
ditions.

Two of the other children, a boy and a girl, aged one and two
respectively, were grandchildren of a male, aged sixty-eight, who was
only diagnosed a week before he died. The boy lived in the same
household, and his mother, the old man's daughter-in-law, was also
suffering from Tuberculosis. The girl lived in a different household,
where none of the others were affected. It will be seen that, altogether,
this one family outbreak was responsible for four notifications. We
were concerned about this case because the man in question had prob-
ably suffered from the disease for some time, and in the course of his
work, which was itinerant but entirely within the Borough, he must have
met many people. None of the cases notified, however, have been
found to have been in contact with him. The remaining child was a
contact of her father, who had been notified and is among the male
notifications. Also among our contacts notified was a girl of eighteen,
who is the daughter of a woman notified last year.

It will be seen that these family outbreaks account for ten of
our twenty-four notifications.

Three of the other cases were cases brought to light by the Mass
Radiography Unit. One, a man of forty-five, was a member of a
problem family who had never been properly fed at home. The other
two, men of fifty-six and fifty-eight, were very early cases and made
good progress, and are now working.

Another case, a female of forty-two, had previously been under
treatment in Ireland, so should not perhaps have counted as a new
notification, and a female of twenty-four, who has lived some time in
another County, was diagnosed on holiday.

Five respiratory cases, four male and one female, died from
Tuberculosis, and three other patients, two males and one female, who
had suffered from Tuberculosis, died during the year. A child of nine
months died from Tuberculous Meningitis. This was diagnosed after
death, by post mortem, and was not notified. It was impossible in this
case to establish any contact with the child of a case of Tuberculosis.

The Divisional Care Committee has now completed eight years.
During this period, the incidence of Tuberculosis has fallen and the
treatment has been more effective. Earlier cases have come to our
knowledge and less help has been necessary. The Committee have
enlarged their activities to cover people suffering from Chest and Heart
Diseases. Despite this, the Committee actually gave help to twenty-
three patients suffering from Tuberculosis this year, and it is interesting
to note that of these patients, sixteen were aged sixty or more.

The scope of assistance given has as usual been very varied.
Coal was supplied to four patients, pyjamas to fourteen and underwear
to ten. In addition, bedding and pillowcases were supplied. and as
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in other years, food parcels were given to families where there were
a number of young children.

Once again, a party of patients and their families were taken
to Blackpool for a day trip. Lunch and tea were provided and every-
body seemed to enjoy this. The Committee consider this day trip to
be of the utmost importance as none of the families who are taken
can afford a holiday and this day out has a great effect on morale
and gives the tired mothers a real change.

It is often forgotten that Tuberculosis in a family affects every
member of the family, if not physically with the disease, at least men-
tally, and will result in straightened circumstances for considerable
periods of time.

Christmas food parcels were again delivered to the patients’
homes, and one member of the Committee provided toys for a family
of young children at her own expense.

Certain patients suffering from active Tuberculosis received free
milk daily under the Extra Nourishment Scheme of the County Coun-
cil. Most of them received one pint but in some cases two pints were
considered necessary.

MASS RADIOGRAPHY SURVEY

The Mass Radiography Unit of the Leeds Regional Hospital
Board visited the district in July, and sessions were held at the St.
John Ambulance Hall, Brighouse, and at Messrs. Blakeborough’s and
Messrs. Firth’s. [ give below the results supplied to me by the Unit.
It 1s not possible , however, to draw any conclusions at all from such
evidence since the persons examined constitute only a small proportion
of the population and are not necessarily representative of the popu-
lation as a whole. The information given is in respect of people
actually examined during the survey and may, therefore, include per-
sons normally resident in other areas.

Male Female Total

1 Examinations carried out

(a) Miniature X-rays taken . 1,921 984 2,905

(b) MNumber recalled for large film ... K} 13 44
2  Analysis of Provisional Findings

{a) Cases of Active Tuberculosis (3} — b

(b) Cases of Inactive Tuberculosis 6 1 7

{c) Other abnormalities (see below) ... 13 5 18

3  Analysis of Abnormalities other than Tuberculosis (See 2 (c) above)

1 Anatomical abnormalities—congenital - 1 [
2 Bronchiectasis ... 4 1 5
3 Pulmonary Fibrosis Non-Tuberculous 3 — 3
4 Preumoconiosis il i 3 — 3
a Pleural Thickenin 2 —— 2
6 Abnormalities tE Dlaphragm and

Oesophagus e " — | 1
7 Cardiovascular lesions: :mquirer.l 1 2 3

Cancer

There were fifty-eight deaths during 1961, thirty-three males
and twenty-five females, from some form of malignant disease. Ten
of the male deaths and two of the female deaths were due to Cancer

of the lung.
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TABLE 16

ANNUAL INCIDENCE OF VARIOUS INFECTIOUS
DISEASES IN BRIGHOUSE

Scarlet Diph- Ent'c e Tuberculosis Foey- Mesa- ‘Who'p
Year Fever theria Fever Fﬂu Lungs Other Total monis slea  Cough

1907 23 37 8 7

1908 25 24 6 8

1909 124 19 7 7

1910 45 12 3 6

1911 22 9 5 7

1912 56 6 | )

1913 122 6 1 7 62 11 73

1914 203 24 3 14 42 12 54

1915 60 99 P 16 35 17 52

1916 20 36 3 5 24 8 32

1917 13 15 1 3 57 16 73

1918 22 14 = 4 71 8 79

1919 19 11 3 7 40 11 51

1920 27 13 - 13 27 8 35 14

1921 151 13 = o 21 6 27 7

1922 72 8 1 18 17 8 25 14

1923 71 6 1 5 15 9 24 9

1924 65 6 3 3 26 11 37 20

1925 62 2 1 11 21 17 39 13

1926 18 & 1 ) 30 14 44 11

1927 15 3 2 2 4 8 32 22

1928 37 3 1 6 22 8 30 8

1929 207 7 6 3 16 9 25 17

1930 179 24 1 4 18 15 33 10

1931 40 19 1 6 21 12 a3 14

1932 41 18 3 9 4 7 31 16

1933 38 11 2 11 27 16 43 16

1934 27 15 1 8 5 4 9 5

1935 86 13 — 11 13 5 18 12

1936 80 11 — 4 15 7 2 T

1937 91 26 1 11 20 ] 28 30

1938 70 32 _ 19 22 11 Kk ] 3

1939 36 22 — 19 18 6 24 32 3 1
1940 28 11 3 17 19 7 26 36 562 23
1941 49 27 1 8 18 5 23 23 99 103
1942 102 12 -— 5 14 4 18 18 469 8
1943 80 16 - B 22 5 a7 2§ 153 140
1944 94 18 - 5 12 10 22 19 58 20
1945 47 7 — 4 17 9 26 9 1335 21
1946 30 4 2 6 11 2 13 16 9 60
1947 51 6 — 6 23 4 27 7 460 37
1948 42 2 — 6 23 8 35 16 117 111
1949 37 1 — 4 33 2 33 41 520 46
1950 46 1 — 2 17 6 23 10 153 99
1951 68 = — 5 26 4 30 31 622 134
1952 40 -_— — 1 44 6 50 30 469 o8
1953 117 - — 4 57 3 60 16 177 94
1954 26 e = 6 24 3 29 18 64 33
1955 38 —_ — o 21 2 23 6 695 71
1956 23 — - 15 26 3 29 37 4 B4
1957 10 — — 2 13 2 15 28 714 19
1958 73 = = 2 14 1 15 34 47 44
1959 59 -— — 11 1 12 29 423 1
1960 37 - -- 2 11 — 11 21 166 50
1961 13 —_ — = 24 -— 24 7 481 76

|
Lk
e |
fu

Totals 3297 & 379 1218 359 1577 835 6800 1373

6.9 249 T3 322 19.9 2956 59.7
53

I
I
]

Av'rg's 59.9



















TABLE 20
ANNUAL BIRTHS, STILL BIRTHS AND INFANTILE MORTALITY IN BRIGHOUSE
| | — | ” 5 Infantile | Total Deaths of Infants
| Stillbirths Live Births Mortality Rate from Stillbirth or failure
t | Birth Rate | Deaths of per 1,000 live births to survive 1st year of life
gt | Population 1 — for England | Infants under
i 5% | Rate per Rate per and %f‘-’ch: one year Stillbirths and
Mo, 1000 total Mo, 1000 of | Brighouse England Deaths under | Rate per 1000
Births population and YWales | one year of age | total births
1907 | 22,280 || 442 20 45.25 | 422 18.94 26.3 42 99 | 116 62 | 1403
1908 | 22365 | 475 | 23 | 48.32 l 452 | 20.21 26.5 47 [04T S T 70 | 147.6
1909 | 22,455 428 17 | 3972 | 411 18.30 25.6 40 a7 | 109 57 133.2
1910 | 22,520 427 24 | 56.26 | 403 17.89 24.8 36 89 105 60 140.5
1911 | 20,843 301 24 | 61.64 | 367 17.57 24.4 29 79 130 53 135.5
1912 | 20,900 377 | 18 47.74 | 359 17771 | 238 29 81 195 47 124.4
1913 | 20,960 307 24 | 60.41 | 373 17.79 23.9 25 67 108 49 123.4
1914 | 21,020 308 e (T B B 18.12 23.8 20 76 105 46 115.1
1915 | 21,100 361 16 4432 | 345 I7:00: 0 = 218 36 104 | 110 I 52 144.0
1916 | 19,748 | 366 21 | 5738 | 345 16.06 21.6 21 61 o1 42 114.8
1917 | 19,332 310 15 48.40 | 295 13.68 | 17.8 26 88.4 9% | 41 132.3
1918 | 19,364 I 304 | -14.01 17.7 36 118 97
1919 | 21,000 304 11 36.18 | 293 14.01 18.5 26 88.6 | 80 37 | 1213
1920 | 20,871 445 22 49.44 | 423 | 20.27 25.4 31 73.16 820 53 119.1
1921 | 20,610 416 22 52.00 | 304 19.12 | 224 38 111.0 83 60 144.2
1922 | 20,670 331 16.01 206 | 31 96.6 77
1923 | 20,300 200 14 4582 | 285 13.48 19.7 16 56.14 69 30 100.4
1924 | 20,100 314 19 60.51 | 205 14.66 18.8 13 44 75| 32 101.9
1925 | 19,920 303 9 29.70 | 294 aq0 | 183 | 24 81.6 | 33 108.9
1926 | 19,440 311 17 54.66 | 294 15.1 17.8 | 14 47 70 | 31 99.7
1927 | 19,380 267 11 41.20 | 256 13.2 16.7 23 90 69 | 34 | 1273
1928 | 19,460 264 12 4545 | 252 12.9 16.7 11 | #4 | 65 | 23 I 871
1929 | 19,640 267 18 67.41 249 121 | 163 20 | 80 | % | 38 | 1423
1930 | 19,640 242 15 61.16 | 227 | 116 | 163 16 75 I 31 | 1281
1931 | 19,940 219 14 63.0 205 10.3 15.8 15 7228 I 668 29 132.4
1932 | 19,740 263 8 30.4 255 | 129 15.3 20 784 | 65 28 106.4
1933 | 19,670 | 213 8 | 376 | 205 | 104 | 143 T | e e By 84.5
1934 | 19,550 266 16 | 6400 | 250 12.78 14.8 15 6400 | 59 31 116.6
1935 | 19,510 258 21 81.40 | 237 12.15 14.7 9 37.97 57 | 30 116.3
1936 | 19,430 231 i 3030 | 224 11.53 14.8 19 84.82 59 26 112.1
1937 | 30,120 435 18 4235 | 407 13.51 14.9 17 41.77 58 35 82.4
1938 | 30,140 453 19 4104 | 434 | 144 T 111 S 46.08 53 | 39 86.1
1939 | 29,900 441 19 43.08 | 422 14.1 15.0 | 17 40.28 500 | 36 81.6
1940 | 29,540 365 11 30.10 | 354 11.98 | 146 27 76.27 55 | 38 104.1
1941 | 29.680 407 16 3931 | 391 13.17 142 29 7416 | 59 45 110.5
1942 | 29,170 458 10 2183 | 448 15.35 15.8 20 4464 | 49 30 65.5
1943 | 28,500 474 6 12.66 | 468 16.42 165 | 20 42793 | 49 26 54.8
1944 | 27,840 519 15 28.9 504 18.10 17.6 20 57.54 46 44 | 8478
1945 | 27,540 420 6 1429 | 414 1503 | 16.1 | 13 314 46 19 4524
1946 | 29,810 516 13 25,19 503 1687 | 191 | 17 | 33.79 43 an 57.95
1947 | 30,350 572 22 3846 | 550 18.12 | 205 22 40.00 41 44 76.92
1948 | 30,810 524 14 26.72 | 510 16.55 17.9 20 3922 34 34 64.88
1949 | 30,760 514 o [ 1751 505 1645 | 167 | 12 23.76 32 21 40.86
1950 | 30,710 461 6 | 13.02 | 455 1481 | 158 | 11 2422 | 30 17 36.88
1951 | 30.500 463 13 | 280 | 450 14.75 e | 11 | 2444 0| 24 51.84
1952 | 30,420 | 413 9 | 218 | 404 | 133 15.3 gt il 22an e o 18 43.58
1953 | 30,370 414 6 14.5 408 134 | 155 10 | 245 27 16 38.65
1954 | 30,400 421 8 19.0 413 166 [ 1510 11 | 26.6 26 19 45.11
1955 | 30,360 412 6 | 146 406 | 134 | 150 | 9 232 25 15 36.41
1956 | 30,490 445 T, 15.7 438 14.4 157 14 32.0 24 21 47.19
1957 | 30,500 458 4 8.7 454 14.9 161 | g T 13 28.38
1958 | 30,490 445 8 | 18.0 437 | 143 16.4 7 | lag | 225 15 | 33.71
1959 | 30,460 488 f 12.3 482 15.8 16.5 12 [ 240 22.0 18 36.80
13?1’ 30,570 | 462 7| 152 455 | 14.9 17l 8 LT G [ 2 1 15 | 3247
30, BoTell 5 | 90 | 502 | 162 1Ta 12 | 230 I 21.4 | 17 | 3353
| - | [
| | | | |
| | | |
. : . ;
! [ i | . | |
|. |
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TABLE 21
ANNUAL DEATHS FROM SPECIFIED CAUSES IN BRIGHOUSE

Maternal Deaths Number of Deaths from Various Causes and Rates per 1,000 of Population
| | Tow ; Mcian Tuberculosi
< | Whoopi iseases of | Lesions L
| Populstion P“’““’om %uw? ngi-"“ Infiuenza Cancer Preumonia ?;enn and Ntwml:{
& IP‘EI‘. 1&00 ; ; o System Lungs Other | Total
o
?H‘i-” Births | Mo. | Rate | No. ! Rate le Rate | No. | Rate | No. | Rate |[Mo. | Rme | No i Rate | Mo. | Rate No.l Rate
— | 1 237 | 9/ 039 5! 022|15 067 |26| 1.16 | 40| 1.80 |17 | 0.76 | 25| 1.12| 6| 0.26 | 31 | 1.38
— i 1| 22 |—|000| 602620 08931 | 138 |46 | 206 |13 | 58 |31 | 1.38 | 11 ! 0.49 | 42 | 1.87
— | 2| 729 | 8| 035| 7| 03116071 | 29| 1.29 |33 | 147 25| 1.11 | 26| 1.15 | 5| 022 | 31 | 1.37
— | 3| 746 | 5/ 022| 2| 009 27| 1.20 18| 0.80 | 24 | 107 19| 0.84 |24 | 1.06 | 10 | 044 | 34 | 150
1| 1| 54| 2 010| 3| 014 14 067 18| 086 (35 168 (16| 077 24 114 | 10| 048 |34 | 162
1 1| 557 | 3|015|— | 000|25| 1.19 | 11 | 053 | 37 | 1.77 | 20 | 0.96 | 27 | 1.24 | 9| 043 | 36 | 1.67
1 o 804 | — | 000 1| 005 |18| 085 |29 | 1.38 | 39| 1.86 | 11| 052 | 39 | 191 6| 028 | 45| 2.19
1 2| 787 | 6028 — | 00027 | 128 | 14 0.67 | 43| 2.05 | 11 | 0.52 | 34 | 1.62 9| 042 | 43| 204
1| 2| 869 | —| 000 4| 017 (18| 089 |27 1.38 | 49| 243 |22 1009|221 1.04 | Il | 052 |33 | 156
1 1| 57 | 2| 010 4| 01730 | 1.51 | 17| 0.86 | 42 | 2.13 [ 23 | 1.16 | 27 , 142 | 12 | 0.60 | 30 | 2.02
1| 21016 |—| 000| 8| 038 (19| 1.03 |32 | 1.66 |37 | 1.01 | 18| 093 |19 | 093 (12 | 0.60 | 31 | 1.53
1 1| 657 15| 077 |59 | 304 | 22| 1.13 | 27| 139 | 45| 232 |22 | 1.14| 32 | 165 | 7| 0.35 | 39/} 200
— 2 682 |— | 000|28| 1.39|20| 099 |10 | 050 | 41 | 2.04 | 22 | 1.10 | 26 | 1.31 6| 0.29 | 32| 159
— | — | 000 |—| 000| 4| 01928 | 134 | 24| 1.15| 42| 2.01 | 23| 11023 | L10| 5| 024|281 1.34
— | = 3(014| 7| 034|19| 091 |21 1.01 |30 | 180 18| 087 |19 | 091 | 7| 034 | 26| 125
— | 2| 604 | 1| 005|19| 092 |25| 121 |19 092 |31 | 1.45]|16| 0.77| 18 | 0.87 | 6| 029 | 24 | |16
1 1| 701 | 3|015| 9| 044 |21 103 |15| 0.74 45| 221 (31| L5221 | 1.03| 6| 029 |27 | 1.32
— | 1| 338 | 3|015|23| 1.14 (28| 1.38 |19 | 095 | 39| 1.84 | 19| 095 (23| 1.14 | 7| 024 | 30 | 1.48
1| 21020 | 1| 005(10| 050 (35| 1.81 | 16| 0.80 |49 | 246 | 25| 1.23 | 17 | 0.85 6 | 030 | 25 | LI5 |
— | — | 000 — | 000 10| 051|36|1.85|17| 0.87 39| 201 | 17| 087 |20 | L02| 5| 0.25 |25 | 1.27
— | 1| 390 |—| 000|25| 1.20 (34| 1.75|17| 081 |46 | 237 |27 | 140 | 20| 1.02| 6| 031 |26 | 1.33
— | — | 000 | —| 000 6|031|20|1.03|15| 077 52| 2671809217 | 087 | 4| 02021 | 1.07
— | 1| 401 | 1| 005 24| 122 (36| 1.83 (27| 1.37|55| 280 | 29 | 1.47 | 18| 0.91 | 6| 030 {24 | 121
|— 1] 2| 880 | 2 ‘ 010 | 3| 0.15(39| 1.98 (16| 081 |58 | 295 | 22| 1.12 (13| 066 | 1 0.05| 14| 071
| =1 1| 460 [ 1|005| 5|025(35| 175|201 1.03|45| 226 |23 | 1.15| 15| ©.75| 6 0.30 {21 | 105
1| 1| 7601 1| 005|13| 06531 | 157| 9| 046 | 94| 276 |17 | 0.86 | 12 | 0.61 | 2| 0.10 |14 | 071
— | 1| 470 | 1| 005)|10| 058 | 35| 1.74 | 18 | 0.92 1106 | 539 18 | 0.92 | 12| 0.61| 1| 0.05 13 | 0.66
1| 3 1504 | — | 000 3| 015 40| 20512 | 061 | 92| 471 | 24| 1.22 |11] 056 2| 010 | 13| 0.66
— | 1| 388 | —| 000 | 3| Q15|38 l.q{)| 14| 072 |89 | 456 | 7| 036 |11 | 056 | 2| 00| 13| 066
3 — 1299 | 2| 010 4| 020 |38 1.96 17| 0.87 (108 | 556 | 12 | 0.62 | 8| 041 | 4| 02012 0.61
1| — | 235| 1]003 24)|079|55| 183 | 15| 050 [164 | 544 |24 080 17| 056 4| 013 21| 0.69
— | 1| 221 |—|000| 3| 009|52| 175 | 14| 0.46 |183 | 6.07 [ 14 | 0.46 | 10 | 033 | 4| 0.13 | 14 | 046
2| — | 453 | —|000]| 4] 01361 204 7| 023228 7.63|46| 1.54 | 14 0.47‘ 3] 010 17| 057
— | — ! 000|—|o000| o030 |a7| 150 18| 061 [126 | 427 |76 | 257 | 10| 034 | 4 014 | 14! 047
— | — | 246 | 2 006 5| 016 (56| 1.88 (19| 0.64 130 | 438 | 67 | 2.26 (14| 0.40 | 3| 007 |17 | 0.40
— | 1] 218 [— | 000 | 3| 0.10 | 47 | 1.61 | 13 | 0.45 |124 | 425 | 4a| 147 | 13| n.4~:| 5| 017 |18 | 0.62
1| 4 |1055 | 4| 014 | 16| 056 | 77| 270 | 12 | 042 |141 | 495 | 65| 228 | 15| 054 | 1| 0.03 | 16 | 0.55
1| — | 193 | 2] 007| 1| 003| 52| 1.87 |11 | 040 114 | 495 | 56 | 2.01 | 12 0.43‘ 2 007|141 050
— | 1| 238 | — | 000]| 2| 007|65|236|12| 0.44(153| 556 |60 | 2.18 |12 | 043 | 1| 0.04 |13 | 047
— | — | 000 | 1]003 3| 010 72| 242 |10 | 034 |142 | 476 | 62 | 208 | 12| 040 | 1| 0.03 | 13 | 0.43
— | 1| 1795 |—| 000| 1| 003|55| 1.81 | 10| 0.33 |1 547 |58 | 1.91 | 13| 043 | 1| 003 | |4| 046
— | — | — | 1|/003| —| 000 63| 20412 039 (170 | 552 | 58 | 1.88 | 13 | 042 | 21| 0.06 | 15 | 048
— | —| — |—|000|13| 042 | 65| 211 | 7| 0.23 167 | 543 | 57| 1.85| 15| 049 | 2/| 0.06 | 17 | 0.55
— | —| — | 1| 003| 2| 006|79|224| 6| 019188 612 |59 | 192| 1| 003! 2| 006 | 3| 0.0
— | 1| 216 | — | 000|13| 042 |56| 1.83 | 17 | 0.55 [189 | 6.20 |64 | 210 | 7| 023 | 1| 003 | 8| 026
—|—=| — |—|000]—|000|74| 210 8| 026152 | 5.00| 62| 2.04| 4| 0.13 | —| 000 | 4| (13
— | —| — | —|000| 3| 010(59| 20115 049146 | 481 | 65| 214 | 8| 026  — | 000 | 8| 0.
0.26
—|=| — [—|000| 1] 003|54| 1.77| 7| 023 156 5.13 {47 | 1:55 || 2 | 0007 | — | 000 2| 0T
— | —| — |—|000| 1| 003|61|201|10| 033 156| 5.14 | 74| 244 | 1| 0,03 | — | 000 | 1| 003
—|—=| — |—|900| 2| 0c07|[47| 1.54|15| 0.49 174 | 571 |50 | 1.94 | 5| 0.6 (— | 000 | 5 | 0.16
- = ‘ — |— | 000| 2| 007 |57 1.87 | 14 | 0.46 156 | 511162 | 203 | — [ 000 — | 000 — | 0.00
— | —| — |—|000|—| 000|76| 249 | 14| 046 187 | 6.13 (B4 | 276 | 1| 003 | —| 000 | 1| no3
- = — . — 000 5| 01661 | 2.00|21| 0.60 165 | 542 | 62 | 204 | 4 | O.13 f — | oD ‘ 4 1 013
]| e — |—| 000|—) 000|63]| 213| 7| 023178 | 582 |58 | 190 1| 0:03| 1] 003| 2| o7
= e | — | 0.00 | 11| 026 | 58| (.87 | 14 | 045 |l64 | 533 [ 55 | 178 | 5| 0.16 ‘ 1| 003 6/ 020
|| B |
| | | | | | | ‘ |
| I l | | ! i




ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH
INSPECTOR, PUBLIC CLEANSING AND
SALVAGE OFFICER FOR THE YEAR 1961

To His WorsHIP THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNGILLORS
OF THE BOROUGH OF BRIGHOUSE

I have pleasure in submitting my sixth Annual Report on the
Environmental Health and Public Cleansing Services for the year 1961.
As is customary, the portion of the report dealing with the former ser-
vice is in respect of the calendar year while that for the Cleansing
Service is in respect of the financial year ending 31st March, 1962.

The Department was once again one inspector below establish-
ment for the whole of the year but from a perusal of the pages that
follow it may appear, at a cursory glance, that all sections of the work
have been covered. While it is true that no section has been neglected,
nevertheless, it has not been possible to give the attention that I should
have liked to be given, and which should be given, to much of the work
and in particular to routine inspections of food premises.

On the Cleansing side the period was uneventful but each year
ever bulkier refuse makes collection and disposal more difficult and
costly.

I should like to take this opportunity of thanking all the staff
and workpeople of the Department, without whose loyal and reliable
services the results given in the following pages would not have been
possible.

Finally I wish, once again, to thank the Chairman, Vice-Chair-
man and Members of the Health Committee for their continued confi-
dence, interest and support during the year. 1 also wish to record my
appreciation of the help and encouragement of Dr. Appleton and to
thank the other Chief Officers of the Council and members of their
Departments to whom on many occasions I, and Members of my staff,
have turned for information or advice or assistance.

I am, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

W. JENNINGS,

Chief Public Health Inspector
Public Cleansing and Salvage Officer.

61





















FOOD INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION
Milk Supply

Registration
There are 57 names on the Register of Distributors of Milk.

Bacteriological Examination

(a) Milk

During the year 160 samples of milk were taken in the Borough
by Officers of this Department for examination at the Public Health
Laboratory, Wakefield. These samples were submitted for examination
by the Methylene Blue, Phosphatase and Turbidity Tests as appropri-
ate with the following results :—

Methylene Blue

TYPE OF MILK Test Phosphatase Test Turbidity Test
Sat. Unsat. Sat. Unsat. Sat. Unsat.
“Tuberculin Tested” ... ... 95 10 - - — —
“Pasteurised"” ras R L 18 - 18 -— — —
"I T. Pasteunsed™ ... ... 25 2 21 - — -
Ueteriliszed™ ke S E = - -e- - 10 -—

All results of milk samples, whether satisfactory or unsatisfac-
tory are notified to the dealer concerned and where a sample of raw
milk is unsatisfactory a further sample is taken within a few days.
If this is also unsatisfactory in the case of raw milk the results are
notified to the Milk Production Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries with a request for a visit to the farm premises to check
on production methods.

The two samples of “T.T. Pasteurised” milk which failed to
satisfy the Methylene Blue Test for such milk were notified to the
County Borough in whose district the milk was pasteurised. It is
known that they had experienced similar results and so were investi-
gating conditions at the Pasteurisation Plant,

{(b) Cream

Five samples of cream were submitted for bacteriological ex-
amination. Of the three heat treated samples, two were satisfactory
and one was unsatisfactory, while the two raw samples were satisfac-
tory, based on the provisional standard.

Brucella Abortus :
As a result of examination for Brucella Abortus of routine milk
samples, the organism was found in eleven T.T. farm bottled milk
supplies. On receipt of information that such organisms were present,
the safeguarding of the particular milk supply, and thereafter the
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detection of the offending cows, were given first priority. On all
occasions the co-operation of the producer was sought and obtained
with the result that the time between the discovery of the infection
and its complete eradication from the herd was reduced to a minimum.
This process involved many ecarly morning visits and samples from
every cow in milk in the affected herds. The ultimate results, how-
ever, made any extra work and inconvenience more than worthwhile.

In all, 332 samples were tested by the “Ring Test”, and of
these 205 were negative, 19 doubtful and 108 positive. These results
were followed by 161 samples submitted to the culture test. Of these
136 were negative while 25 gave positive results. In 77 cases guinea
pigs were used for examination of milk samples and revealed positive
Brucella results in 14 cases, and negative results in 63 instances.

Biological Examination for Tuberculosis
(a) Milk

Of 85 samples of Tuberculin Tested Milk submitted for exam-
ination and which were biologically examined, 84 were free from
Bacillus Tuberculosis but 1 was found to be positive.

This case was reported to the Animal Health Division who
undertook the necessary investigation at the farm, while a Notice under
Article 20 of the Milk and Dairies (General) Regulations, 1959 was
served by the Medical Officer of Health to ensure the public was
safeguarded so far as their milk supply was concerned, though this
was hardly necessary as there was complete co-operation from the
producer-retailer. The offending cow was found—it had Tuberculous
Mastitis—and a further 6 other reactors were also removed from the
herd, and all were slaughtered.

{b) Cream

One sample of raw cream as retailed was submitted for exami-
nation and was reported as being negative to Tuberculosis.

Chemical Examination of Milk

The work in connection with the sampling of milk is adminis-
tered by the West Riding County Council’s Inspector and myself, the
County Council bearing the cost of sampling and also providing any
legal assistance necessary.

Thirty samples were submitted for analysis, all of which were
formal samples.

All the samples were classified “genuine”.

Solids not
Total Solids Fat Milk Fat
Formal Standard 11.50 B.50 3.00
Average of 30 samples ... 12.55 8.79 3.77
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MEAT INSPECTION

Throughout the year the only slaughterhouse in the Borough
continued to be the Brighouse Co-operative Society’s slaughterhouse
at The Lees, and this was used not only by the owners but also by
the Co-operative Wholesale Society Ltd. and also one private whole-
saler, the slaughtering being carried out by the Brighouse Society’s
slaughtermen. Full details of the position of this slaughterhouse in
relation to the Slaughterhouses Act, 1958 were given in last year’s
Report, and as 1961 came to a close with no commencement on any
alterations, it seemed it would be most difficult to bring the slaughter-
house into compliance with the new law by the appoinied day. In
considering the owners’ application for the renewal of their Slaughter-
house Licence, the Council extended the appointed day from 31st
March, 1962 to 30th June, 1962, but in January the Brighouse District
Industrial Society notified the Council that they intended to cease
slaughtering at The Lees rather than bring it up to the required
standard.

This seemed to be the end of the only Brighouse Slaughter-
house but at the eleventh hour there was some rethinking, redesigning
and recosting and the owners finally decided they would carry out alter-
ations to the Slaughterhouse on modified lines. These alterations were
commenced in early May, 1962 and completed in July.

During the year 579 visits were made to the Slaughterhouse
to inspect meat,

The following tables give details of the animals slaughtered,
of inspections and causes of condemnation :—

Month Cows Beasts Sheep Pigs Calves Total
January i 17 213 T92 276 — 1,298
February cey 24 183 605 115 2 929
March ... 20 211 558 124 4 917
April ... 18 176 483 109 1 787
May ... 10 176 564 93 1 844
June: ... (3] 201 702 102 1 1,012
July ... 5 202 860 78 —_ 1,145
August - 187 987 90 3 1,267
September ... 5 216 1,200 9% 5 1,517
October o 11 212 1,327 135 2 1,687
November ... 9 204 1,315 223 34 1,755
December 8 209 819 259 1 1,296

Totals ... 133 2,390 10,212 1,700 19 14,454






















Food Hawking

Section 76, West Riding (General Powers) Act, 1951, 1s in force
in the Borough and 48 persons or firms are registered to hawk food.

24 persons or firms are licensed for the hawking of greengrocery
and fish.

6 persons or firms are licensed for the hawking of meat and
meat products.

8 persons or firms are licensed for the hawking of grocery.

9 persons or firms are licensed for the hawking of ice cream, and.

I person is licensed for the hawking of fish and chips.

During the year 11 visits of inspection were made to food
hawkers while they were selling food in the Brighouse Area.

Unsound Food

The following unsound food, additional to that surrendered at
the slaughterhouse was found unfit and surrendered by food traders:—

185 tins vegetables 175 tins meat and meat products
2 tins frozen eggs 8 tins fish

20 tins soup 99 tins fruit

14 packets vegetables I8 tins cream and milk

Unsound food other than meat is disposed of at the Council’s
Refuse Disposal Works.

In July 1961 the practice of issuing considerable numbers of
voluntary surrender notes for grossly and unquestionably unsound tin-
ned, bottled and packaged goods, which had grown considerably in
recent years and seemed to have almost become part of normal trade
practice, was considered and in view of all the circumstances it was
decided that a charge of 5/- should be made by the Council for every
Certificate where the question of the unsoundness of the food was
beyond all doubt. This decision has proved very successful and a
small though valuable amount of inspectorial time has been put to
better use than writing out dozens of certificates of unfitness for so-
called food that should often have been placed in a dustbin weeks
and sometimes months before. The amount of such goods brought in
to the Department and cases where an Inspector was asked to call at
shops for “condemning” food have now assumed almost negligible
proportions. The scheme has in no way affected genuine cases where
the question of unfitness has been in doubt—then, of course, every
effort has been made to give advice and assistance and carry out
statutory requirements without any question of charge occurring.

Unsound meat condemned at the slaughterhouse remains the
property of the owners but is disposed of satisfactorily under the super-
vision of your Inspectors and in accordance with the Meat (Staining
and Sterilising) Regulations, 1960, as follows :—
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(a) Livers affected with distomatosis only—to a local mink
breeder.

(b) All other condemned meat—to an approved firm dealing
in inedible meat for digestion.

Registration of Food Premises—
Section 16 Food and Drugs Act, 1955,

(a) PreprareD Foobps

Thirty-four premises are registered for the preparation or manu-
facture of sausages, potted, pressed, pickled or preserved food intended
for sale. The number of visits to the above premises and others where
food is prepared was 187.

(b) Ice CREAM

Ninety premises are registered under the above Act, 1 for the
manufacture, storage and sale of ice cream and 89 for the storage and
sale of ice cream.

Eleven inspections of the one ice cream manufacturer’s premises,
where the heat treatment process of manufacture was carried out,
revealed that conditions were satisfactory. Fourteen visits were made
to ice-cream retailers who for the most part deal with the pre-packed
product.

A total of 20 samples of ice cream were submitted for bacterio-
logical examination by the Methylene Blue Reduction Test and part-
iculars are given below :(—

No. of
Produced Samples Grade 1 Grade I1 | Grade Tl | Grade TV
In the Borough 11 11 = E Y-
Outside Borough g 8 1 e A
Total ... 20 19 1 — =

These results indicate that all samples of Ice Cream were satis-
factory and the high standard of the local manufacturer was maintained
as all the samples obtained from this source were placed in Grade 1.

It was necessary for the Council to give a written warning to
one Ice Cream Hawker from another area about the unsatisfactory
condition of his van and food handler’s clothing while hawking the
Ice Cream in Brighouse.

Eleven samples of iced lollies were also submitted for bacterio-
logical examination and all were reported as satisfactory.
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Food Hygiene Course

No courses for food handlers, as have been held in previous
vears, were held during the year.

One was organised in September in conjunction with the Local
College of Further Education and all food businesses approached re-
garding the same, but the response was disappointing and was not
sufficient to justify a Course.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION
1. Measurement of Atmospheric Pollution

In last year's Report the fact that the continued usefulness of
the Deposit Gauges and Lead Peroxide Gauges was under review was
mentioned, and this year it must be reported that, after due considera-
tion of the Report and recommendations of the Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research, the Council decided to discontinue the use
of both types of gauges at Wellholme, Southowram and Clifton sites,
while continuing their use at Rastrick and Lightcliffe, in both of which
areas the Council had Smoke Control Areas where the local value of
the deposit gauge would be continued.

It was hoped to replace the discontinued gauges with at least
one and possibly two Volumetric Smoke and SO2 gauges.

Details of the results obtained from the gauges during the year
under review and also for previous years for comparison purposes are
given on pages 81 and 52
2. Industrial Pollution

(a) Smoke Observations

Two hundred and nine observations of smoke and grit were
taken in 1961. The following is a summary of 91 smoke observations
of which records were kept :—

Number of Chimneys at which observations have been taken 33
Total number of observations of which records were made ... 91
(a) Observations of half hour period ... 55
(b) Observations of less than half an hour 29
(c) Observations of eight hour period ... 7

Number of Contraventions
(a) Black Smoke (Ringelmann Shade No. 4 or darkcr}

exceeding two minutes per half hour ... : 1

(b) Continuous Dark Smoke (Ringelmann Shade No. 2 or
darker) for more than four minutes ... 2 35

(c) Dark Smoke (Ringelmann Shade No. 2 or darker} fur
more than permitted period in eight hours ... ; 5
Number of Notifications of Offence served ... 10
Number of Prosecutions |
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The practice of notifying industrialists of all observations—good

or bad—continues. It is regretted that the shortage of Inspectors has
limited the number of observations and work that could be done during
the year.

(b) Prior Approval of New Furnaces

One application was received for prior approval of two CI
Sectional Boilers {one of 487,000 B.Th.U’s per hour. one of 184,000
B.Th.U’s per hour).

The boilers were fired with bituminous coal by underfeed stokers
fitted with overfire jets. Due consideration was given to the detailed
plans and specification submitted and approval was given to the scheme

{c) Motification of New Furnaces

Six notifications of new furnaces were received under Section
3 (1) Clean Air Act, 1956.
These notifications embraced :(—

1 oil fired Cochran Sinuflo Economic Boiler,

4 oil fired C.I. Sectional Boilers.

2 Vertical Cross Tube Boilers with underfeed stokers.
1 oil fired Package Boiler.

(d) Height of Chimneys

No plans of proposed new chimneys were submitted for
approval.

(e) Applications for Temporary Exemption from the provisions
of Section 1—Clean Air Act, 1956
One application was received for the continued temporary
exemption of a boiler plant from the provisions of Section 1. This
was granted for a period of six months, which was later extended for
a further six months.

(f) Processes Exempt from the Clean Air Act, 1956.

Seven works in the Borough continue to be exempted from
the provisions of the Act and, therefore, come within the scope of
the Alkali Inspectorate in so far as the processes are concerned.
The exemptions comprise :—

4 premises dealing with ceramics (one no longer operating).

1 premise dealing with ceramics and producer gas (no longer
working).

1 premise dealing with chemicals,

1 premise dealing with gas and coke (no longer producing
gas or coke).
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(g) Progress

During the year a good proportion of the available time was
given to industrial smoke pollution and 106 visits were made to boiler
plants. 188 interviews were also held with management and staff of
firms with boiler plants in addition to the considerable number of
smoke observations.

It is interesting to note that the number of observations showing
“black™ smoke offences showed a steep reduction in 1961 from 12
to 1. While the number of ‘dark’ smoke offences remained the same at
35 these were detected 1n only half of the observations carried out in
the previous year. The momentum of modernisation of plant increased
in 1961 and in addition to that referred to in para 2 (b) above,
sprinkler stokers on Lancashire Boilers were replaced by three sets of
chain grate stokers, 2 sets of coking stokers and 1 underfeed stoker.

A number of warnings regarding excessive emissions were given
by the Council, and in some cases modernisation of plant was under
consideration at the year end. while in some cases smokeless fuels
were being used or temporary expedients being tried pending further
consideration.

The period of grace allowed for modernisation of plant to en-
able compliance with the Clean Air Act is now rapidly running out
and, quite apart from this, Smoke Control Areas will soon be affecting
more and more industry. Industrial smoke is already considerably
less than what 1s was as little as five years ago—in the next twelve
to eighteen months even greater strides towards eradication of indus-
trial smoke can be expected.

One successful prosecution was taken during the year for emis-
sion of “dark™ smoke from a Lancashire Boiler and a fine of £35
was imposed by the Magistrates. Further proceedings were pending
at the year end.

3. Smoke Conirol Areas

The Council has continued their very progressive policy in this
field and once again considerable progress was made. By the end of
1961, six orders had been made and a seventh was about to be made.
Due to their rapid progress the Council had by the end of 1961 already
achieved and passed their target for the five years ending 1963 as
notified to the Minister. With seven areas overlapping, Smoke Con-
trol Area work became, during the year, a major part of the Depart-
ment’s work, involving considerable efforts in administration.
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PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951
One person was licensed to keep a Pet Shop under this Act.

The licence was in respect of a shop.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS

There was one case of swine fever and disposal of the carcases
was carried out by the Department. There was also one case under the
Tuberculosis Order (already referred to under Milk Sampling) where
disinfection was supervised by the department. 14 Visits were made
in connection with the above incidents.

Under the Discases of Animals (Waste Food) Order, 1957, 12
persons are licenced to collect and boil swill and 15 visits were made
to such plants during the year to ensure compliance with the require-
ments of the Order.

AGRICULTURE (SAFETY, HEALTH AND
WELFARE PROVISIONS) ACT, 1956

It has not been possible, due to staff shortages, to carry out any
inspections under the above Act.

There are no large farms nor is there any influx of seasonal
workers for agricultural purposes.

No specific complaints have been received of any insufficiency
of sanitary accommodation on Agricultural holdings.

NOISE

The Council have powers under Section 62 West Riding County
Council (General Powers) Act, 1951 and also under Byelaws relative
to Good Rule and Government in addition to their more recent powers
under the Noise Abatement Act, 1960. Considering the publicity with
which this new leglisation came into being and the ever increasing size
of the problem it is surprising that only a very small number of com-
plaints were received. In only one case was action taken, with success.
This related to noise nuisance from stecam and the nuisance was abated
after informal action.
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SANITARY ACCOMMODATION

The types of Sanitary Accommodation existing in the Borough
other than fresh water closets are as follows :—

Waste Water Closets i . 4
Pail Closets (including 36 chemnca] Llusﬂs and | tempo-
rary pail closet) ... SRCTCE |
Privy Middens ot = 7 10

It will be noticed that privy mlddEﬂS have now dccrcascd to 2
total of 10 and by the time next year’s Report makes its appearance
this number will be further considerably reduced. Only 10 years ago
there were nearly 100 of these conveniences for houses in the more
rural areas of the town but their disappearance can now be expected
in a few years time,

There were still 4 waste walter closets in the area in 1961 but
active steps were being taken at the year end to eradicate this type of
convenience also. Three of those now reported ceased to exist in
January, 1962 and conversion of the remaining waste water closet is
practical.

DRAINAGE

Three hundred and forty inspections were paid during the year
in connection with obstructed and defective drains and sewers while 557
inspections were made of existing and new drainage.

In 9 instances use was made of the Smoke Test, colour was re-
sorted to in 330 instances, and the Water Test was applied on 24
oCcasions.

INFESTATION AND DISINFESTATION

The following premises were disinfested during the year:—

Infestation Premises Treated
Ants
Fleas
Wasps 1
Cockroaches
Flies
Earwigs
Bees ..
Maggots
Clover Mite ... o
Disinfestation of house on remcval

There are now no known bug infected prop-:rtms in the district.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND DISINFESTATION

It was necessary to make 27 visits for the purpose of investigating
Infectious Discase. All were of a routine nature.

Two houses were disinfected after Infectious Disease.

57















HAIRDRESSERS AND BARBERS

Section 120, West Riding County Council (General Powers) Act,
1951, 1s in force in the district and all persons carrying on the trade of
Hairdresser and Barber are required to register themselves and their
premises with the Borough Council.

13 Gentlemen's Hairdressers
26 Ladies’ Hairdressers

are registered. Seventeen visits were paid to these premises with a
view to ensuring compliance with your Council’s Byelaws relative to
hairdressing hygiene, and premises and methods were generally found
quite satisfactory.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

The work carried out under the above Act has followed on the
lines laid down in previous reports, this Department being responsible
for all work except rodent infestation and control in Corporation Sewers
which is carried out by the Borough Engineer’s Department. Free
treatment of domestic infestation, where there is co-operation from
occupiers, continues and treatments are carried out on payment for other
types of premises.

The following table summarises the work carried out during the
vear ended 31st December, 1961.

TYPE OF PROPERTY

NON-AGRICULTURAL
Dwelling-
houses | All other | Total of
Local including | including | Cols. (1), | Agri-
Authority | Counei Business |(2) and (3)|cultural
Houses Premises
1. Number of properties
ilispected as a result
of :
{a) Notification 2 171 109 282 4
(b) Survey under the
Act 2 237 152 391 =
{e) Otherwise le.g.
when primarily vi-
sited for some
other purpose) ... 24 280 398 702 16
2. Number -::ll? properties
inspected which were
found to be infested
by :— .
{a) Rats- Major — 2 2 4 3
Minor 2 o 42 134 2
(b} Mice - Major - - 4 4 —
Minor ... 1 79 61 141 -
3. Number of infested
properties treated by
Local Authority. ... 3 m 109 283 5







MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

There are in the Borough three sites used for moveable dwel-
lings used by Showmen who are members of the Showmens' Guild.
In each of these cases licences were also issued during the year in
respect of other moveable dwellings stationed on the same sites, under
the Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act, 1960. Licensing
was not so straightforward on account of the sites being used also by
Members of the Guild, but conditions based on the Model Standards
of the Ministry of Housing and Local Government were added to the
site licences in each case. :

The sites licensed are :—

Site Maximum number Remarks
of caravans

Marshalls Site, Subject to conditions.
Atlas Mill Road, 12 Site used by Showmens'
Cruild,
Beaumont's Yard, 3 Subjeet 1o conditions.
Atlas Mill Road, Site used by Showmens’
Guild.
Brighouse C.C. 1 Subject to conditions.
& B. Club, Forms small portion of

larger site used by Members
of Showmens' Guild.

PUBLIC CLEANSING SERVICE

The Health and Cleansing Committee is responsible for the
cleansing of privy middens, dustbins, cesspools and pail closets and
for the collection and subsequent disposal of salvage, the cleansing
and maintenance of sanitary conveniences and the humane destruction
of domestic animals; also for the maintenance and control of the
Department transport.

(i) Storage of Refuse
The following are the types of receptacles in use at 31st March,

1962 :—

Dustbins 12,967
Privy Middens ... 10
Pail Closets 178

The number of privy middens show a reduction of 27 from last
year. For the most part these have been replaced by pails and this
explains why in this modern age the number of pails has increased
from 162 last year to 178. The conversion of privies to pails and
dustbins has enabled a more frequent service to be given to those
premises unfortunate enough not to have a proper water carnage
system of disposal.
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In addition to the pails used at permanent buildings a number
are in temporary use at building sites and the emptying of these by
the Department reduces the dangers of other less sanitary methods
being used.

It will be seen that the number of dustbins has increased by
a further 241 in 1961. The very considerable amount of private de-
velopment taking place is beginning to make a considerable effect on
refuse collections as virtually all the houses —private and municipal—
have long approach paths to the rear where the bins are situated
whereas the much smaller number of houses they have superseded had
often shared bins in dustbin areas holding all the bins for a number
of houses immediately adjacent to a vehicle access. Smoke Control
Areas will also mean an increase in the bins to be collected for in
some cases additional storage space for house refuse will be required
and, of course, can be provided, by occupiers.

Allowing 15 bins per hour per man then the increased number
of bins means 16 man hours each week are required to give a collection.
The effect on transport and disposal will be discussed under the res-
pective headings.

The Council have not taken any steps to adopt paper sacks for
refuse retention partially in view of the method of disposal principally
used in the Borough. While the year marked the beginning of high
pressure salesmanship in technical journals, at meetings and by films
to supersede the refuse bin by the paper sack only a limited number
of Authorities have other than pilot schemes at present.

(ii) Refuse Collection

The following table gives the number and types of receptacles
cleansed and tonnage collected with previous years’ figures for com-
parison :—

1961/62  1960/61 1959/60  1958/59 1957/58

Dustbins ... 504,800 519203 515700 477,695 437,239
Privy Middens ... 521 975 1,232 1,345 1,321
Pail Closets r 0,704 8,705 9.043 B.6% 9,314
Kitchen Waste Bins 10,986 11,035 7.069 5818 6,119
Weight in Tons ... 9955 10,312 10,318 9441 8,928

During the winter months the Borough is divided into four
areas for refuse collection while in summer the number of areas is
three. Each truck carries a normal complement of a driver and
three loaders and one truck serves one district.

In the last section the increased number of dustbins and some
idea of the effect of this increase on refuse collection was discussed.
With new development proceeding in several parts of the Borough
together with the change to gas and electric forms of heating which
is happening everywherc the ability of our present labour and wehicle
force to meet the situation must be under frequent review.

For several years the Council has operated a successful bin
bonus scheme and the drivers and loaders of the above trucks par-
ticipate therein.

Another truck is engaged on pail and privy collection and emp-
tying of refuse bins remote from the normal collection rounds.

During the winier months it was generally possible to maintain
a seven to nine day refuse collection of dustbins except from those
isolated dwellings picked up h}';, special collection where intervals
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between collections were a little greater.  During the summer the
period between collections was extended to seven to eleven days due
to holidays and sickness.

Once again the number of special visits for the collections of
such articles as surplus furniture exceeded 300. It is not always the
case that such refuse is easily accessible or that it is accessibie at all,
nor 1s it always “house refuse,” interpreting such definition in its
widest sense, that awaits collection. A free collection service is offered
for small amounts of surplus bulky items of household furniture but
a charge 1s made where whole houses have to be cleared, particularly
if this is for the purpose of selling or re-letting the house. The system
of only removing this type of refuse after full details have been given
on a form has simplified the proceedure and made arrangements for
collection easier.

In summer during the last two years it has been possible to
supplement the collection service by a 4th truck for part of each week
to enable a reasonably frequent service to be given in Rastrick Smoke
Control Areas and the Town Centre.

The following table gives particulars of collection by the various
vehicles :—

WVehicle Type Duty B HEE)
SD. Fore and Aft 23 Rear Loader Refuse Collection ... ... 2,144 14 1
S.D. Freighter 18 ... Rear Loader Refuse Collection ... ... 2,291 13 3
S.D. Freighter 19 ... Rear Loader Refuse Collection ... ... 1627 11 2
8.10. Fore and Aft 28 FKear Loader Refuse Collection . 2435 16 0O
Fordson 20 ... ... Side Loader Kitchen Waste Collection 272 11 3
Morris 15 iee ... Side Loader Pail and Privy Collection 403 0 0
Bedford 16 ... ... Specialised Tailings and Cover
Vehicle 2o — i
Dennis 14 .. «.. Side Loader Refuse Collection ... ... 4% 6.3
Bedford 21 ... ... Side Loader %{;me Wehicle . : i 83 6 3
Morris 22 s 111 ste Paper Collection. . 455 0 0
Total ... = 9855 @3

(iii) Refuse Disposal

Two methods of refuse disposal were in operation in the
Borough during the year, namely, mechanical seperation with con-
trolled tipping, and controlled tipping alone.

The amounts disposed of and the method of disposal are as

follows :(—
1. KITCHEN WASTE b B 5, 5
Delivered for processing 194 13 1
2. ATLAS MILL RDAD W{}RKS
House Refuse passed lhmugh plant 6682 17 3
Trade Refuse tipped 160 0 0
Tins from Queensbury and Shelf UDC ) I )
Tins from Elland U.D.C. 11 11 1
3. BAILIFF BRIDGE TIP
House Refuse ... 2499 6 2
Trade Refuse ... 261 0 O
4, MARSH LANE TIP
House Refuse ... 622 3 3
Trade Refuse ... —_ ——

Total ... .. 10432 IS 2
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Sixty-nine per cent of house refuse. mainly from Brighouse and
Rastrick was dealt with at the Refuse Disposal Works.

Six per cent of the house refuse—from Southowram area was
lipped at Marsh Lane Tip, Southowram, and the remaining twenty-five
per cent—from Hipperholme and Bailiff Bridge areas—was tipped al
Bailiff Bridge. Controlled tipping was practised, screened dust from
the Disposal Plant being used for cover.

Though now nearly 40 years old the Refuse Disposal Plant
sontinued to function satisfactorily but whereas in pre war days it was
dealing with the refuse brought in by 2 six cubic yard vehicles it now
copes with the refuse brought in by 3 trucks with an average capacity
of 15 cubic yards and is virtually working full time because in addition
to the increase in truck loads the refuse is of a very different character
and much bulkier, as discussed in last year’s annual report. The
increasing number of houses mentioned earlier adds to the burden
and the 241 additional bins last year means that at least 18 cubic yards
or 1 large vehicle full of refuse extra over last year has to bé dealt with
zach week on this score alone. The satisfactory disposal of the in-
creasing amounts of surplus furniture we are faced with is a problem
in itself.

The magnetic separator mentioned in last year’s report was
installed during the year and was brought into use in June.

The machine has worked extremely well and while on balance
it would probably have been somewhat better if it had been possible
o have installed it at the end of the picking belt instead of the begin-
ning, nevertheless it has been an undoubted success and a very decided
improvement to the working of the plant particularly as it obviated
the need for one soul destroying and unhygienic job—the hand pick-
ing of tins.

A commencement was made towards the end of the year on
a pneumatic system of dust and cinder removal from the elevator pit
but success had not been achieved in this connection by the year
end. With the increasing fines content in winter domestic refuse
the amount of spillage in the pit at the foot of the elevator has in
the past two years increased very considerably and i1s now a problem
that must be met and removed as far as possible.

A start had not been made on the taking of tailings to Bailiff
Bridge tip but will commence in the current year.

Both Southowram and Bailiff Bridge tips continue to function
satisfactorily for the needs of Southowram and Hipperholme areas
respectively. At all tips there was a complete absence of tip fires
during the year. This is due to a number of factors but principally
to the facts that a large amount of bulky material is picked from
both Bailiffe Bridge and Southowram tips giving greater consolidation
quicker while Atlas Mill Road tip contains very little bulky material
due to being mainly used for tailings from the plant; also to the
liberal and regular use of cover in the form of dust from the Salvage
plant.
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[iv) Salvage

{a) Waste Paper. Waste Paper is still collected by separate
collection from business premises and by the refuse collectors at the
same time as normal house refuse. It is graded and baled with a
Powell baler as described in previous reports, and clean paper was
Jisposed of to Messrs. Thames Board Mills as has been done for
many years.

Soiled paper from the picking belt was disposed to other
merchants at a rather lower price. The market is somewhat pre-
carious and at the year end it was not possible to dispose of our
aver increasing production of this low grade item.

The market for clean waste paper remained good but towards
the year end there were the ominous signs of a recession which, in
fact, arrived a few weeks after the end of the vear in the form of
a quota once again.

The following are details of the various grades of paper baled
and disposed of :(—

1961/62
Grade Percentage of

Tonnage Revenue grades sold

T. C o - T T
Newspapers ... 163 17T 0 Y 249,
Fibreboard ... 176 1 2 259,
Mixed Paper ... .. 274 14 0 SBA.19° 5 0t 4055
Low Grade ... 7% 12 0 119%
Total ... 694 4 2 1009,

It is interesting to note that in a survey of Waste Paper sales,
undertaken by the Bradford Salvage Officers Group amongst 30
Local Authorities in Yorkshire, the Brighouse tonnage of 23.7 tons
per thousand of the population per year in 1960/61 was highest.

(b) Kiichen Waste. Kitchen Waste is still collected twice
weekly from some 102 bins placed at food premises of all types:
there are no longer any communal street bins. The collected waste
is sold for processing and in the year under review 197 tons 8 cwis.
were collected and sold compared with 193 tons in 1960/61.

There has been a noticeable increasg in the amount of kiichen
waste collected each year since 1957 when the communal street bins
were removed.

The material is delivered to a farmer with approved plant for
processing. It is felt that the market for this product will always be
somewhat unpredictable being dependent on a number of factors affect-
ing the pig trade, and as the material cannot be stored. even for a
day, a reliable and regular outlet is sought after and in the year we
were fortunate in having such an outlet.
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(h) ISn_mmary. The following table summarises the tonnages
of the main items of salvage disposed of annually since the end of

the war :—
TONS PER ANNUM
2

- ; w

- o :

i e
e = ﬂ B T > = E =
5 2 = = 3 C. ol & The
e Z 2 & 3 g €3 € #Z
= Z g 3 3 7= T
1947 527 405 44 i) 24 2 | Akt
1948 052 i76 45 0 19 2 — 206
1949 450 375 56 449 26 2 —_ 189
1950 447 342 39 75 21 2 | 305
1951 466 347 46 93 56 2 1 475
1952 460 344 46 195 67 3 —_ 287
1953 570 345 55 205 6 2 3 259
1954 631 36 54 303 0 3 — 281
1955 633 33z 6] 297 30 3 - i35
1956 G 228 6l 123 26 3 —_ 233
1957 666 147 56 340 24 2 — 207
1958 620 156 trd 315 28 4 — 79
1950 T2 179 (1] 342 28 3 2 279
1960 698 192 ] 333 25 3 1 18]
1961 694 197 6l 278 23 3 I 134

Communal Kitchen Waste bins withdrawn from streets — September, 1956,

(v) Transport.

The Department operates a fleet of nine motor lorries, three
vans and one motor-cycle and employs a mechanic, all normal
repairs and maintenance being carried out in the Department’s own
garage. A Ford van was replaced during the year by a Morris Mim
van and thus both larger vans have now been superseded by more
economical smaller units.

The Department fleet is now ageing, 8 wvehicles being over
10 years old, and replacement of at least two vehicles each year for
the next four years or so must be anticipated. The Motor Cycle
and Waste Paper van are to be superseded in 1962/3 the former by
2 more versatile small van and the latter by a bigger van because
like other refuse the type of waste paper collected has altered in recent
years and is now much more bulky than it was a decade ago.

In the section dealing with refuse receptacles it was pointed
out that their was an increase of 241 in the number of dustbins and in
the section on disposal it was explained how this amounted to 18 cubic
yards—or more than | of our large vehicles full per week and this is
from additional bins only. There is also the bulkier refuse from the
12,700 other existing receptacles and increasing number of surplus re-
movals explained above which bring increased pressure on not only our
collection vehicles but also on the disposal of tailings, breeze and dust.
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PUBLIC SANITARY CONVENIENCES

The Department is responsible for the cleansing and maintenance
of all Public Conveniences.

The following is a list of such conveniences :(—

Accommoda-
Situation tion for Accommaodation for
Females Males

Back Bonegate ... .. SWC's 5 WC's  9urinal stalls
Bradford Road ... 2 WCs 1 WC 4 do.
Bramston Street ... 2WCs 1 WC 4 do.
Birds Royd Lane ... Nil 1 WC. 4 do.
Bus Station e AWC's IWLCs (3} do.
Mill Lanec . . Mil Mil 4 do.
Crowltrees Lane ... Wil Mil 3 do.
Halif: x Road, Hove Edge IWCs 1 WC 4 do.
Whitehall, Hip holme ... 2WLC's 1 WL 4 do.
Stray, Lightclifie ... 2 WC's 2 WC's 3 do.
Baihiff Bridge 1 W.C. 1 W.C. 3 do.
Clifton Road Mil Mil 3 do.
Rydings Park IWC’s 2WL's 3 do.

ellholme Park ... 4 W.C's 2 WCs 6 do.
Lane Head Recreation Ground ... Z2WL's 2 WC's 1 do.
King George V. Memorial Park 1 W.C. 1 W.C. 1 do.

No new Public Conveniences were provided during the year
but the proposed facilities at Clifton and Southowram should be erected
in 1962. The Council have also decided to replace the obsolete con-
veniences in Rydings Park in conjunction with the Libraries and Parks
Committees.

Vandalism has continued at Conveniences but not on the scale
of some recent years: in the financial year ended 31st March, 1962 it
amounted to approximately £51.

This service is not carried on without cost as the following table
will show and vandalism over the years has resulted in a much less
satisfactory service being now available to the public than would
otherwise have been the case as repairs to repeated wilful damage can
never replace the original exactly and are either of different materials
or otherwise easily detectable or are made as far as possible, in despair,
as damage proof as possible.

The Convenienczes are cleaned daily by 1 male cleaner and 3 part
time lady cleaners. The male cleaner is provided with transport and
the Motor cycle used for this purpose is to be replaced by a more
satisfactory small van in 1962/63.

The Council considered the request of the Ministry of Housing
and Local Government (o remove turnstiles and decided to co-operate

by replacing all three existing turnstiles with individual locks.
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