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TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF
THE BOROUGH OF BRIGHOUSE.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

[ have the honour to present the Annual Report on the work
of your Public Health Department for 1947.

Although this is the third Annual Report which I have
presented on the Public Health Services of this town, 1947 is the
first full year that I was Medical Officer of Health. In addition it
was the last full year in which this Council was responsible for the
Maternity and Child Welfare Services and the Isolation Hospital.

The Maternity and Child Welfare Services in this town are
well established and are a credit to the Borough. The first
Maternity and Child Welfare Centre was cpenef in 1918 and
during the past 30 years two generations of infants have been cared
for. Specialist services are available to all the expectant and
nursing mothers and children under five years of age, and arrange-
ments are made for dental treatment anc‘ﬁemedial exercises where
necessary. 1 he Council also provides free facilities for immunisa-
tion against Diphtheria and Whooping Cough. During 1947, as
will be noted from the main body of the Report, four Child Welfare
Sessions and three Ante-Natal and Post-Natal Sessions were held
each week. Centres are established at Brighouse, Hipperholme and
%ﬂuthﬂwram. Artificial Sunlight treatment is provided at all these

entres.

The work of the Maternity and Child Welfare Services has
been one of steady progress. This has been due to the progressive
attitude of this Council, which has always taken a keen interest in
this work. It is not inappropriate, however, to mention that much
of the success which has been enjoyed has been due to the efforts
of Messrs. Alderman Asquith and Councillor Armitage, to my
predecessors, Doctors Belam, Weaver, Samson, Sutherland and
Newlands, to the Senior Health Visitor, Miss E. Charlesworth, and
to a wonderful body of Voluntary Helpers who have given so
willingly of their time and energies to provide an efficient service.

The County Medical Officer had the opinion that with the
passing of the Maternity and Child Welfare Services to the County
Council it would be necessary, if efficiency were to be maintained,
for the local administration of these Services to continue under the
general direction of the County Council, and this opinion was
endorsed by the County Council and by the local Council and
accordingly arrangements were made in September 1947 for my
appointment as Divisional Medical Officer for the County Council
for the area comprising the Borough of Brighouse, the Elland Urban
District and the Urban District of Queensbury and Shelf, in
addition to my post as Medical Officer of Health of the Borough
of Brighouse and Medical Superintendent of the Isolation Hospital.
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At the same time | was appointed Medical Officer of Health for the
Elland Urban District.

Under this scheme, the Brighouse School Clinic, the adapta-
tion of which was only completed in February 1945, was to become
the Central Clinic for the Division, where all specialist treatment
could be carried out. This arrangement will probably continue in
force until a central Health Centre for general medical services has
been provided.

It is also the intention of the County Council that all existing
Maternity and Child Welfare Services provided by the Local
Authority should be maintained and that these Services should be
enlarged and extended wherever necessary. The Council can rest
assured that we who will be responsible for this new administration
will always be grateful for their advice and help and we have been
promised by the respective ladies’ Voluntary Committees that their
services will still be available when the County Council is respon-
sible for these Services.

For some time this Council has had in mind the replacement
of the present Maternity and Child Welfare Centre by a new,
up-to-date modern building. The only advantage the present Centre
has is a geographical one and it is out of date by present standards,
although the standard of work carried out will bear comparison
with that of most other Centres. A new bulding is, of course, out
of the question at the present time and it seems unlikely that we
shall find a building in a suitable position capable of adaptation, but
the provision of new premises should be one of the first tasks to
be undertaken when building materials and labour permit.

The vital statistics indicate that 1947 was a satisfactory
year. The Birth Rate of 18.12 was higher than the previous year,
and indeed higher than any Birth Rate since 1921. The Igeath
Rate of 13.90 was lower than last year's rate and the lowest rate
since 1942. This year also we have a natural increase in population
of 128, being the excess of live births over deaths, and the Registrar
General has estimated that our population has increased by 540.

The Infantile Mortality Rate and the Still Birth Rate, how-
ever, both show an increase on the previous year. In the general
body of the Report some details are given of the deaths of infants
under one year of age and it will be noticed that more than half
of these children died within seven days of birth and that 809, of
our infant deaths occurred within the first month of life while still
in hospital : 737 of our infant deaths occurred in children born
prematurely. With the increased care and attention now given to
the majority of infants the percentage of infant deaths occurring in
children born prematurely has increased and there is scope for
research on the causes of premature births and still births. Mean-
while, arrangements have been made for one of our Health Visitors
to be specially trained in the care of premature infants and facilities
are available for the provision of special equipment for the nursing
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of premature babies: specimens of blood are taken as a routine
measure at the Ante-Natal sessions for the investigation of the
Rhesus Factor.

The incidence of infectious diseases was very much higher
than in 1946. This was principally due to the increased incidence
of two diseases, namely Measles and Chicken Pox. Most cases
of Whooping Cough and Chicken Pox occurred in the months
of January to May but the epidemic of Measles coincided with
the warmer weather of the months of May, June and July and
consequently complications were less frequent. All these diseases
occurred mainly in the age groups one to five. Only one case of
Whooping Cough occurred in a child who had been immunised and
this was of a particularly mild character. Scarlet Fever was again
very mild in character and only one of the cases of Diphtheria was
severe. | he most noteworthy of our infectious diseases was Acute
Anterior Poliomyelitis, of which there were nine cases. There were
also two cases of Polio Encephalitis. The epidemic is discussed
fully in the body of the Report, all our cases occurring in July and
August during a particularly hot spell of weather. We had one
death from this disease.

There was a regrettable increase in the number of cases of
Pulmonary Tuberculosis. The help of the Housing Committee in
Emviding separate bedrooms for open cases of Tuberculosis should

elp in the control of this disease.

The Clifton Isolation Hospital was first opened in 1899 and
has treated well over 6,000 cases. Recently it has not had so many
admissions because of the fall in the nmber of cases of Diphtheria
and the decreased severity of Scarlet Fever, but it proved very
useful in 1946 during the epidemic of Paratyphoid and again in 1947
when we admitted cases of Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis.

With the falling incidence of infectious diseases and the
fact that the Hospital was now out of date by modern standards, the
Chairman and Members of the Public Health Committee realised
that the needs of the Borough as regards hospital treatment for
infectious diseases would be better met in the future by a larger
modern hospital serving the needs of a wider population. For a
long time the Members of the Health Committee have had in mind
the provision of a Maternity Hospital in this Borough and con-
siderable thought was given to the possibility of modernising Clifton
Hospital in order to provide Maternity Hospital accommodation.
We have been extremely fortunate in our relationship with Halifax
General Hospital and no mother in this town who really required
hospital accommodation has ever been refused. but most Members
considered that a hospital of our own would be a great advantage
to the town. Sympathetic consideration was given by the County
Council to the suggestion that Clifton Hospital be so adapted, and
although the National Health Service Act would remove the res-
ponsibility for hospitals from the County Council this was not
allowed to influence the decision in any way. It was, however,
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obvious at a very early stage that Clifton Hospital could not be so
adapted. Accordingly. it was decided by representatives from the
two Authorities that, in the event of a disclaimer of the Hospital
being obtained, this Hospital should be converted into an Ante-Natal
Hostel, where expectant mothers who required rest during
pregnancy could stay. It was hoped that this provision would relieve
to some extent the great pressure on maternity beds in the hospitals
of our neighbouring towns.

During the year there has been a continuous increase in the
demand for Day &urser}r accommodation and slll\?gestinna have
been made for an extension to the Wellholme Park Nursery and for
the re-opening of the Nursery at Holme House, Lightclifte.

There was further steady, if slow, progress in the Council's
housing programme. Any delays which may have occurred have
been in spite of the unremitting efforts of the Chairman and
Members of the Housing Committee. Already we can see in the
housing estates at Chapel Croft, Whinney Hill, Stoney Lane and
Summerfield the beneficial effects of proper housing. It is hoped
that a great deal more progress will be made in this most important
activity of the Council during the years that lie ahead. When the
overcrowding problem has been tackled there remains the problem
of the sub-standard houses. We are well aware of the number of
people living in houses which., by modern standards, are unfit for
human habitation and as soon as circumstances permit we shall
hope to take steps to rehouse them.

A great deal of work has been carried out by the Borough
Surveyor's Department on the Squatters’ Camps at Birds Royd and
Law ‘L,ane. Southowram. It always appeared probable to us that
these camps would have a very much longer life than was desirable
and their inadequate sanitary accommodation and cocking facilities
were a matter of great concern. Much has been done to improve the
lot of the unfortunate people who inhabit these camps.

The report on the work of the Sanitary Department is again
submitted by the Chief Sanitary Inspector. The staff of his Depart-
ment is now back to its pre-war level and this is reflected in the
increased work which has been carried out during the vyear.

In conclusion I should like to thank you, Mr. Mayor, Mr.
Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, for your help during the year.
I have also had the co-operation of all Departments of the Cor-
poration and am very conscious of the loyal support given by all the
staff of this Department. It has always been their endeavour to
maintain the efficiency of the Department and to enlarge its
activities for the improvement of the public health of the community.

I have the honour to be Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
FRANK APPLETON,

November, 1948. Medical Officer of Health.
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Particulars of the deaths of children under one year of age
are appended below :—
7 under 24 hours (3 males, 4 females).
5 between one day and seven days (3 males, 2 females).
6 between one week and one month (1 male, 5 females).
2 between one month and three months (2 females).
2 between three months and nine months (2 males).

Died within 24 hours.—All the seven children who died
within 24 hours were born prematurely, six of them being born in
hospital and being under hospital supervision from the time of birth.
No cause was ascertained for the premature birth in four of these
‘cases. One premature birth occurred in a twin pregnancy, another
in a case of toxeemia of pregnancy and a third where there had
‘been ante-partum hamorrhage. The seven children survived res-
pectively the following times: 2 hours, 3 hours, 4 hours, 6 hours,

| 12 hours, 15 hours and 22 hours.

Died between one day and seven days.—Four of the five
children were born prematurely. Associated with the premature
‘births were the following conditions of the mother—toxamia of
‘pregnancy, enlargement of the thyroid gland, twin pregnancy and
rhesus negative blood. The remaining death occurred in a labour
which went full term but where the rhesus factor was again involved,
‘the antibody titre rising rapidly towards term. Four of these five
‘cases were born in hospital.

. Died between one week and one month.—These six children
lived 8 days, 9 days, 10 days. 12 days, 3 weeks and 28 days res-
3§Et:tive|}r. Four of them were born prematurely in hospital, one
being a case of toxemia of pregnancy and the other three being
| twin pregnancies. Of the two children who went to term, one died
| of gastro-enteritis in hospital and the other child developed
| jaundice.
] Died between one month and three months—Of thess two
children. one, a premature child for whose premature birth no
%ppamnt cause was found, died of gastro-enteritis in hospital, and
| the other child died of broncho-pneumonia.

F; Died between three months and nine months.— Both these
children died from gastro-enteritis.

-&Jaternal Deaths.

E There was one maternal death during the year, giving the
rate of 1.75 compared with the maternal mortality rate of 1.17 per
1,000 live and still births for England and Wa{es and with last
. year's Brighouse rate of 0.00.

: The cause of the maternal death was vomiting of late

-ﬁregnancy. This patient was under supervision at the Hospital
nte-Natal Clinic and was admitted to Hospital as a case of

toxzmia. She was in Hospital for nine days before delivery.
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE
AREA,

Laboratory Facilities.

The County Laboratory, Wakefield, continues to receive
clinical material and water samples for bacteriological examination,
while chemical analysis is carried out by Messrs. F. W. Richardson
and A. Jaffe, Bradford, the County Analysts.

Ambulance Facilities—General.

The whole question of the ambulance facilities was discussed
with the County Council at the beginning of the year. It was con-
sidered that a new ambulance would be required at an early date
and that a car for sitting cases would also be necessary. It was
obvious that with the present state of delivery it would be
impossible to receive either of these vehicles before the 5th July,
1948, when this Authority would cease to be the Ambulance
Authority. Accordingly, discussions were entered into with the
County Council and arrangements were made for the handing over,
of the Ambulance Service to the County Council on the 1st
September, 1947. In this way it was hoped that proper arrange-
ments for future delivery of new vehicles could be made. At this
time the County Ambulance Officer believed that it would be
possible for us to receive a new ambulance in October, but owing
to delay in delivery no new vehicles have been provided up to the
end of the year. To safeguard the interests of the public it was
agreed that the existing free service should be maintained.

In August, 1947, after negotiations with the National Fire
Service, the Ambulance Station was moved from Owler Ings Road
to the Fire Station in Halifax Road, where the accommodation is
more satisfactory. The changeover took place smoothly.

The work increased very much during 1947 and at the end
of the year the Elland ambulance was taken over and the Ambulance
Station became regularly responsible for all cases in the Elland
Urban District as well as those in the Brighouse Borough. In
addition, of course. they were linked up with other Depots of the
County Council so that additional ambulances were available on
call for us and we had additional calls for our services,
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of overcrowding and so many people living in unsatisfactory homes,
it is understancFable that a larger number of people require accom-
modation in hospital. When all Maternity Hospital accommodation
is free and the cost of having a baby at home will remain the same
as it is now there will be an additional economic reason for patients
to choose Hospital confinement rather than confinement at home.
It will, therefore, be necessary for our booking bureau to continue
to examine on its merits each case seeking admission.

TABLE 4.
Attendances at the Ante-Natal Clinics.

1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947

MNumber of Sessions ... e 1 166 174 170 172 170
- Number of new expectant mothers ... 220 230 245 137 210 182
Total number of individual expectant

mothers ... . 280 277 307 193 M6 219
Total number of attendances ... . 1096 1275 1400 929 TI73 1123
Average number of patients per ses-

sion z . 725 768 B804 546 682 6.6]

Percentage of total notified births rep-
resented by total number of
expectant mothers attending ... 61.1 5843 59.25 50 4891 3982

Table 5, on page 24, shows the results of an investigation of
pregnancies, and it will be seen that 98.7 per cent. of the cases
investigated were under medical supervision during pregnancy, so
that in spite of a decrease in the attendances at the Municipal
Ante-Natal Clinics the percentage of people receiving ante-natal
treatment still remains satisfactory. It will be noted that the per-
centage attending their own doctors ante-natally also shows a
decrease, while the number attending the Hospital Ante-Natal
Clinic has increased proportionately.

Ante-Natal Hostel.

The Clifton Isolation Hospital, which has done excellent
work in the past, is now obviously unsuitable according to modern
standards to continue its work as a hospital. Accordingly, dis-
cussions were entered into with the County Council for its possible
disclaimer and its conversion by the County Council into an Ante-
Natal Hostel. This Hostel would, of course, serve the needs of the
whole County. In an industrial area like this one there arz many
mothers who would benefit considerably during pregnancy by a
restful period away from their own homes and responsibilities. In
this way a new period of usefulness for this Hospital would be
entered into.
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Consultant Ante-Natal Clinic.

The arrangement whereby patients can be sent to the
Halifax General Hospital either ?:'ﬂm the clinics, or by their own
doctors, for examination by a Consultant on the staft at that
hospital, continues to work satisfactorily.

Post-Natal Attendances.

The practice of inviting post-natal cases to attend at any
ante-natal session was continued. In addition to the personal
visit of the Midwife, the mothers who attended the Ante-Natal
Clinic were all notified to attend by letter and the number of
attendances increased from 59 to 101. The number of mothers
attending post-natally represents 36 per cent. of those attending the
Brighouse clinics ante-natally. Of those patients delivered at home
47 per cent. attended the Post-Natal Clinic. These figures are an
improvement on previous years.

Domiciliary Midwifery Scheme.
It will be noted from Table 6 that the work done by
Municipal Midwives in 1947 shows an increase on the previous

year.
TABLE 6.
Work done by the Municipal Midwives during 1947.
Labours conducted : {a) as midwives 159
(b) as maternity nurses 10
(c) total 169
Ante-MNatal visits 1,028
Post-natal visits ... 2.827

Domestic Helps.

During the year, domestic helps were provided in 32
maternity and 8 domestic cases, with an average attendance of
12 days per case. 26 of these cases were attended during the
mother’s confinement and puerperium, one case ante-natally and
five cases post-natally. The eight domestic cases were where there
was illness in the home and the housewife was unable to attend to
this, either because of her own sickness or because of old age.

There is a very big demand for domestic helps and the
supply is inadequate. We are very grateful to Mors. If*na:1'1.::I11el:'|urv:..r
Enr!tcfJ ﬁlrs, Letten, who have given many years of devoted service
to this work and to whom many tributes have been paid by grateful
patients. I consider that no branch of the Public Health Service
exceeds in importance the work done by domestic helps in relieving
the sorely pressed housewife of her domestic worries at times of
illness or incapacity.
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Health Visitors.

There were one Health Visitor and two Nurses combining
the duties of Health Visitor and School Nurse in the service of the
Corporation in 1947, During the year they attended at the various
ante-natal, infant welfare, and artificial sunlight clinics and they
paid the following number of home visits as set out in Table 10.

It will be seen that more visits were paid by the Health
Visitors in 1947 than in the previous year. As there was also a
bigger attendance at the Child Welfare Centres the number of
contacts made with the mothers was considerably increased. The
Health Committee will appreciate that this is a satisfactory position
but we should be still happier if it were possible for the Health
Visitors to make further visits. An unsuccessful attempt was made
during the year to obtain an additional Health Visitor and without
an increase of staff it is difficult to see how the Health Visitors will
be able to meet the increasing demands on their time. Under Miss
Charlesworth, the Senior Health Visitor, the Health Visitors form
a very hard-working and very co-operative team, and | am pleased
to be able to record my sincere thanks to them for the excellent work
they have done during the year.

TABLE 10.
Visits paid by the Health Visitors in 1946 and 1947.

1946 Fack 1947

Visits to New Births ... 473 524
Visits to Still Births ... 12 16
Visits to Children under 1 year .. 792 975
Wisits to Children | to 5 years ... 1939 1582
WVisits to Expectant Mothers ... 122 a5
Total ... 3338 3492

SPECIAL CLEANLINESS INSPECTIONS.

The inauguration of these special inspections was described
in the 1943 Report. From the figures recorded it will be seen that
little uncleanliness was found. All the persons examined who were
found to have lice or nits were cleansed and at subsequent examina-
tions their heads were found to be in a satisfactory condition. The
Health Visitors report that the mothers welcomed advice for
maintaining cleanliness.

Head Inspections, 1947 :—
A. By Health Visitors.

Children under 5. Number examined 671
Mumber with lice ]
Mumber with nits 19
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remained the policy of the Council to admit only the children of
mothers who are working, unless there are special circumstances,
such as temporary illness of the mother, which necessitate the
admission of children whose mothers are not employed.

Most people agree that the best place for a child of under
school age is with its mother, and it has been said with some truth
that while men enjoy a five-day week it should not be necessary for
married women with children to go out to work. Unfortunately, the
present high cost of living renders it necessary for many women to
supplement their husband's income by working if they are to main-
tain the standard of living to which they have become accustomed
during the war. In addition, there are certain women who definitely
prefer work in factories to the care of their own children and it can
be argued that the children of these women are better in the care
of the Nurseries, where people who enjoy locking after children are
responsible for them. Dpa}' Nurseries also are of considerable help
to the unmarried mother who, in order to keep her child adequately,
must go out to work, and they are similarly invaluable to the widow.
It has bzen noticeable that the only child of a family often benefits
considerably from the associations that are made in the Nursery
and it is my opinion that many children benefit psychologically from
a period in a Day Nursery.

The popularity of Day Nurseries has increased and in some
instances we have found that the child is not placed in the Nursery
because the mother goes out to work but that the mother goes out to
work in order that she may obtain a place in the Nursery for her
child. It is my opinion that even when the present shortage of
labour no longer exists the demand for Day Nursery accommodation
will continue to a considerable extent.

At the end of the year the waiting list for Day Nursery
accommodation was 150 and this Council decided to re-open the
Nursery at Holme House which was closed earlier due to lack of
demand. With the provision of two new housing estates within
reasonable reach of the Nursery and the increased demand, it would
now be possible to fill this 40-place Nursery completely. In addition,
plans were discussed for the extension of Wellholme Park Nursery
by the provision of a separate room for Tweenies (2 to 3). Possibly
additional accommodation to this mentioned will be necessary.
Plans for the re-opening of Holme House Nursery and for the
extension of Wellholme %ark Nursery were unfortunately held up
by the imminence of the National Health Service Act, under which
Act Day Nursery provision will become the concern of the County
Council. Until the passing of the Act the County Council were not
empowered to make such Nursery provision and the Borough
Council were not able in view of incurring responsibility on behalf
of another Authority. The position was put to the County Council
and to the Ministry of Health and it is hoped that progress in these
two schemes will take place in 1948.
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Dental Service, Blood Transfusion, the prevention of Tuberculosis,
Schools (past, present and future). and Environmental Hygiene.
The exhibition of a Health Visitor of 1947 as contrasted with her
1842 prototype provided particular interest. QOur grateful thanks
are due to the many people who loaned us exhibits and helped in
various other ways. Special mention should be made of the Medical
Officers of Health of Manchester and Salford.

Special film displays, kindly arranged by the Central Office
of Information, were held twice daily, and Cookery Demonstrations
which were arranged by the Ministry of Food., were given every
day throughout the week. A " balanced " meal was cooked each
day and displayed for public attention.

A Children's Poster Competition was held ; the standard was
a very high one and we gathered that most of the children had a
good idea of what Health Week meant.

Special film shows for school children were held in the Savoy
Cinema on selected afterncons during the week and talks were
given ftu the children on simple health rules by Dr. Schroeder and
myself.

Public Meetings were also held at Brighouse, Hipperholme.
Southowram and Clifton. Speakers included Dr. Schroeder, Dr.
Hamlin, Mr. Townend (Chief Dental Officer, West Riding County
Council), Miss M. Stead (Domestic Science Teacher) and myself.

The Day Nurseries were thrown open for inspection by the
ublic during certain selected times, as also was the Open Air
gchnml and the new Dental Clinic.

Health Week concluded with a special cinema show in the
Ritz Cinema, where the Mayor and myself gave short addresses.

It is estimated that over 7,000 people attended either at the
Exhibition or at one of the lectures or demonstrations held during
Health Week, and the general opinion is that the holding of this
Health Week was worth while. We had several wvisits from
neighbouring Authorities and have since been able to help other
Authorities in the County in the light of experience gained during
this Week.

Perhaps the most noteworthy feature of the Week was the
help received from all the Staff of this Department, the County
Medical Officer, the Mayor, the Chairman and Members of the
Health Committee and the members of the various Child Welfare
Voluntary Committees. The Editor of the ” Brighouse and Elland
Echo " gave us invaluable support and the Managers of the three
cinemas helped us by displaying advertising slides preparatory to
and during the actual Health Week.

As in other vears, special propaganda was devoted to
Diphtheria Immunisation, and films were shown in the cinemas and
circulars distributed on this important preventive service. The
E.M.B. Boards were again utilised for displaying general
propaganda posters,
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE AREA.

Water Supply.

Of the 10.510 inhabited houses in the Borough, 10,202 are
on the public supply, which has remained satisfactory as regards
quantity and quality throughout the year. With the exception of
three houses supplied by stand-pipe, all those on public supply
receive water directly to the houses. The remaining houses have
private supplies derived from springs and wells, the majority of
which are frequently contaminated by animal pollution.

I am informed by Mr. Lawson, the Water Engineer, that
the following extensions and renewals of mains were carried out
during 1947 :—

Extensions of mains.

412 yards of 4” main for Summerfield Estate.

140 vards of 6”, 4" and 3" main for Stoney Lane Estate.

72 yards of 3” main, Longlands, Lightcliffe.

200 yards of 4” main, Brow Mill, Broad Oak.

373 vards of 2" main, The Clough, Clifton.

——

1,197 yards.

Replacement of main.
90 yards of 3" main, Clog Sole Road.

Drainage and Sewerage.

I have been informed by Mr. H. A. Sneezum, the Borough
Engineer, that during 1947 the Halifax Road Sewer was extended
from Broad Qak to ?red Peel's factory and the Brow Mills, Hipper-
holme. Approximately 400 houses are not connected to sewers.
Work on tﬁe Sewer Survey proceeded during the year and the
Report was published in March, 1948. Appengix 7 of this Report
gives a summary of the proposed works and estimates in suggested
order of priority for the drainage districts of the BnmugE_

Rivers and Streams.

The West Riding Rivers Board is the supervising Authority.
No complaints regarding the pollution of any streams in the area
were received in the Health Department during the year.
Public Cleansing.

Full details regarding Public Cleansing are given by the
Cleansing Superintendent on page 65.
Sanitary Inspection of the Area.

The work done dqrinlg the year is set out in tabular form
in the Sanitary Inspector's Report on page 62.
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Whooping Cough Immunisation Clinic, 1947,

92 pre-school children were immunised against Whooping
Cough during the year.

Protection against Whooping Cough was introduced in
February, 1945 ; treatment is given free of charge to all pre-school
children upon request of parents. The treatment consists normally
of three injections of Alum Precipitated Vaccine.

There is no doubt that this treatment does not offer the
same degree of protection as diphtheria immunisation, and for this
reason it has not been publicised. The number availing them-
selves of this treatment is very small considering the amount of
distress caused by the disease. We are awaiting with interest the
results of the present trials of whooping cough vaccine.

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.
Diphtheria. .

During 1947 there were 4 cases of Diphtheria notified in the
Borough, an equal number to that which occurred in 1946. Two of
these cases had been immunised in infancy. Only one of the cases
was severe ; this case, and another which occurred in an adult, had
not been immunised. Both the immunised cases were of a very
mild character.

Smallpox.
No cases of Smallpox occurred during 1947.
Puerperal Pyrexia.

2 cases of Puerperal Pyrexia were notified as occurring in the
Borough during 1947. One of these cases was delivered in hos-
pital. Routine swabbing of the Midwife was carried out in the
other case and hamolytic streptococci type A were found in her
throat. The Midwife was admitted to tﬁe [solation Hospital and
treated, and no further cases occurred. Both cases of Puerperal
Pyrexia made good recoveries.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

One case of Ophthalmia Neonatorum was notified during
the year. This case was admitted to Hospital and subsequently
developed gastro-enteritis and is one of the cases mentioned in our
Infant Deaths as having died from that disease.

Prneumonia.

7 cases of Pneumonia were reported. compared with 16 in
1946. There were ten deaths.
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Tuberculosis.

The statistics relating to Tuberculosis are presented in
tabular form in Table 13.

No action has been found necessary under the Public Health
(Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulation, 1925, nor under the
Public Health Act, 1936, Section 172.

It will be noted that there were 24 notifications of Respiratory
Tuberculosis n:lurin?l 1947 as compared with 11 in 1946. This
incidence is the highest since 1933, The increase occurred mainly
among young males between the ages of 25 and 55.

Cerebro Spinal Fever.

One case of Cerebro Spinal Fever was notified during 1947,
compared with no cases in 1946.

Acute Polio Encephalitis and Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis.

There were 9 cases of Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis and 2
cases of Polio Encephalitis during the year. The first case occurred
on the 9th July and the last case on the 20th August, so that all the
11 cases occurred during a period of six weeks. In addition to
these 11 cases, 2 other cases which were admitted to Hospital for
observation were subsequently considered not to be cases of Polio-
myelitis.

The first case occurred in a pregnant woman who was after-
wards delivered of a normal baby. The next two cases occurred
simultaneously in two sisters. Two other members of the family
also had symptoms of a vague illness occurring before the children
were taken ill. The date of onset of the illness of these children
was the 18th July, and an Aunt, who lived a little distance away,
commenced with the disease on the 27th July. In the whole series
of cases these were the only ones in whom we could establish any
cOnnection with one another. OF the two cases of Polio Encephalitis
one was particularly acute, developed respiratory paralysis and died
in a respirator four days after the onset of the disease. This man
had worked during the first day of his illness as a bar attendant in
a Club, but no other cases occurred in this Club.

Of the 11 cases only 4 occurred in children, all the rest being
young adults between the ages of 24 and 38. On investigation we
often found that other members of the family had complained of
vague malaise either before or a few days aﬁer the illness of the
patient and it seemed to us likely that there were many abortive
cases of this disease in addition to the ones which showed symptoms.

The distribution of the cases was interesting in so far as
consecutive cases (the second, third, fourth. fifth and sixth) all
occurred in the Rastrick area on the south side of the river:; these
cases occurred between the 18th and the 29th July. None of these
persons worked or attended school on the north side. There were
no other cases on the south side of the river until the 13th August,
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR
AND CLEANSING SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE YEAR
1947.

TO HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND
COUNCILLORS OF THE BOROUGH OF BRIGHOUSE.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting my Annual Report on the
Sanitary and Cleansing Services for the year 1947.

The Sanitary Section covers the period for the year ending
31st December, 1947, whilst the Cleansing Section is for the financial
year ending 31st, March, 1948.

I again regret to report that Brighouse suffered severely in
May, 1947, owing to the overflowing of the River Calder and the
Clif)tfnn Beck, causing consequent flooding of the areas and proper-
ties in the parts adjacent to the same. Considerable guantities of
food stuffs were inundated with flood water and the Department
was called upon to condemn large stocks of the same.

Progress was satisfactorily maintained in all sections of the
work undertaken by the Department, but extreme difficulty was
experienced. and still is, in securing essential repairs to houses and
properties owing to the shortage of labour and building materials,

Considerable difficulty was also experienced in connection
with the Public Cleansing Services owing to the acute shortage of
labour prevailing throughout the year. [ have, however, to report
that the collection of waste and dormant materials was appreciably
again increased.

In conclusion I again tender my thanks to the Chairman and
Members of the Health Committee for their continued support, to
the Medical Officer of Health for his co-operation and to the staff
of the Department for their willingness and loyalty.

I am, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

C. R. MOSS,

Chief Sanitary Inspector and
Cleansing Superintendent.
Health & Cleansing Department,
Brighouse.

September, 1948.
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