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HEALTH DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS.

Acting Medical Officer of Health :

BETHIA M. NEWLANDS, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H. Also
Acting School Medical Officer, Borough of Brig-
house ;: Acting Medical Superintendent, Brighouse
Isolation Hospital.

Assistant Medical Officer for M. & C.W.:
*DOROTHY W. HEYNEMANN, M.B.. Ch.B.

Panel of Consulting Obstetricians and Gynecologists :
*D. W. CURRIE, M.R.CS.,, LR.CP., MB., ERC.S. (Eng.).
*W. S. DICKSON, B.A., M.D,, Ch.B., M.A.O.

*W. D. GALLOWAY, M.R.CS., LR.C.P. FR.CS. (Edin.).
F.R.C.S. (Eng.).

" *B. L. JEAFFRESON, M.D., FR.CS., M.CO.G.
*H. A. RIPPINER, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S. (Edin.).

Orthopaedic Surgeon :
*H. L. CROCKATT, M.B., Ch.B.

Oculist :
*R. W. GREATOREX, M.B., Ch.B.

Dental Officer :
*F. SWIRE, LD.S., RE.P.5. (Glasgow).

Chief Sanitary Inspector and Cleansing Superintendent :

C. R. MOSS, F. Inst. P.C,, FS.1.A.
Ollet Gold Medallist—Sanitary Inspectors’ Association.
Assoc. M. Inst. San. Engineers.
Cert. Royal Sanitary Institute.
Cert. Inspector of Meat and Foods, R.5.1.
Cert. Institute of Public Cleansing.

Additional Sanitary Inspectors :

R. F. FRY. (Resigned 15th November. 1944).
Cert. of Sanitary Inspectors’ Examination Board.
Cert. Inspector of Meat and Foods.
Member of Sanitary Inspectors’ Association.

*Part Time.
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TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF
THE BOROUGH OF BRIGHOUSE.

Mr. Mayor, Mrs. Tattersall and Gentlemen.

I have the honour to submit to you the annual report relating
to the health of the Borough of Brighouse and the work of the
Health Department during 1944,

Vital statistics show in one respect an improved trend with
an increased birth-rate, the highest since 1921, and a decreased
- death-rate. There have been 504 live births, as against 403 deaths.
lllegitimacy has not augmented the birth-rate so much as in 1943,
when there were twice as many illegitimate births compared with
1944. The death-rate in infants under one year of age. unfortun-
ately. minimises to some extent this balance of births over deaths.
OF the 29 children who died within the first year of life, 19 were
neo-natal deaths, that is within the first month of life. Pre-
maturity—or prematurity associated with congenital deformity—
accounted for 10 of these deaths. '

There has, fortunately, been a decrease in the cancer death-
rate, the rate per 1,000 of the population being 1.87. compared with
2.7 in 1943. The death-rate from Tuberculosis is practically the
same as last year, but during the year fewer new cases of this
disease were notified than in 1943.

The attendances at the ante-natal and infant welfare centres
have been satisfactory; the number of new expectant mothers,
children attending for the first time and the total attendances of
mothers and children all showing an increase over last year. The
post-natal attendances have again been small, but it is felt that
while one would like to see a full attendance for routine post-natal
examination, those who particularly wish advice do attend. Many
mothers, too, are given advice on tzeir own health when they make
their first attendances at the centres with their new babies.

The three war-time day nurseries have continued to function.
although there have been staffing difficulties both on the nursing
and domestic side. There is no doubt that the mothers appreciate
the care given to their children attending these nurseries. The two
nursery students trained at Wellholme Park obtained the Diploma
of the National Society of Children’s Nurseries.

Regarding infectious disease, I have to report that in addi-
tion to deaths from pneumonia and tuberculosis, two children died
from diphtheria, two infants from whooping cough, and one infant
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There were 17 illegitimate births, representing 3.37 per cent.
of the total live births and an illegitimate birth rate of 0.61 per
1,000 of the estimated population.

During the year there were 15 still-births, none of which was
illegitimate. This gives a rate of 28.9 per 1,000 (live and still)
births, or 0.54 per thousand of the population, this latter figure
thcil 0.[114 more than the rate based on population for England
A1 ales.

The Death Rate for the Borough is 14.47 per 1,000 of the
population. This is 1.91 less than the rate for last year and
2.87 above the rate for England and Wales.

The chief causes of death this year were, in order of fre-
quency :—
1. Diseases of the Heart and Circulation—170 (com-
pared with 206 in 1943).

2. Pneumonia, Bronchitis, Influenza and other respiratory
diseases—42 (compared with 69 in 1943).

3. Cancer—52 (compared with 77 in 1943).

The Infantile Mortality Rate, or the Death Rate of Infants
under 1 year of age per 1,000 live births, is 57.54—an increase of
14.81 compared with 1943.

There was one maternal death during the year, giving the
figure 1.93 compared with the maternal mortality rate of 1.53 per

1,000 live and still births for England and Wales and with last
year's Brighouse rate of 10.55.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE
AREA.
Laboratory Facilities.
The County Laboratory, Wakefield, continues to receive
clinical material and water samples for bacteriological examination,

while chemical analysis is carried out by Messrs. F. W. Richard-
son and A. Jaffe. Bradford, the County Analysts.

Ambulance Facilities.

The arrangements for the removal of cases by ambulance
are the same as described in the 1943 Report, cases of infectious
disease being removed by the vehicle stationed at the Isolation
Hospital, Clifton, and other cases by the two wvehicles available at
the Civil Defence Ambulance Transport Depot.

Nursing in the Home.
The position as described in the 1938 Report is unchanged.












16

Consultant Ante-Natal Clinic.

The arrangement whereby patients can be sent to the
Halifax General Hospital either from the clinics, or by their own
doctors, for examination by Mr. Bryan Jeaffreson, who is a
Consultant on the staff at that hospital, continues to work satis-
factorily.

Post-Natal Attendances.

The practice of inviting post-natal cases to attend at any
ante-natal session was continued. The number of individual
mothers who attended during the year was 61, while the number
of attendances made was 69. The number of mothers attending
post-natally represents 279 of those attending the Brighouse
clinics ante-natally and 35% of those patients delivered at home
by the midwives.

Domiciliary Midwifery Scheme.
The work done by the midwives is set out in Table 5
which follows.

TABLE 5.
Work done by the Municipal Midwives during 1944.
Labours conducted: (a) as midwives 172
(b) as maternity nurses ... 13
(c) total 185
Ante-natal wvisits 1,236
Post-natal wvisits ... e 2708
Home Helps.

During the year, home helps were provided in 19 cases,
with an average attendance of 12 days per case. 14 of these cases
were attended during the mother's confinement and puerperium, 4
cases were attended ante-natally and one case post-natally.

Dental Scheme.

During the year, 17 expectant and nursing mothers (new
cases) were referred for treatment, 13 of whom accepted treatment.
The total number treated during 1944 was 36.

Infant Welfare Clinics.

In November of this year the services of Dr. R. Smellie
and Dr. L. B. Heseltine, general medical practitioners in the town,
were engaged to assist at the Huddersfield Road Infant Welfare
Centre, as Dr. Dorothy Heynemann was unable to continue attend-
ing for so many sessions as she had been formerly. Dr. Smellie
agreed to attend at two sessions per month and Dr. Heseltine at
one session per month with, in addition, the fifth session in the
month which occurs quarterly.
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