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TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE
BOROUGH OF BRIGHOUSE.

Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen,

I have to submit to you my eighth and last annual report.
At the request of the Ministry of Health 1t is presented in abbreviated
form.

The birth rate has gone up again and the death rate has
fallen, but the deaths from all causes (446) considerably outnumber
the live births (391).

The loss of infant lives increased last year and is still igh,
more than 1 out of every 10 children born during the year being
born dead or dying before reaching the age of 1 year. This is the
more disappointing because the numbers of expectant mothers of
children attending the clinics for the first time was a record. There
is no doubt that the cause is something that adversely affects the
developing child inside the mother’'s womb, and it is clear that we
must examine closely such possible factors as the-mother’s diet and
employment. 1 believe that the development of a scheme of free
meals for necessitous expectant mothers would be very well worth
while. The number of women attending the post-natal clinics has
increased to 75, but we must not be satisfied till all mothers have
a complete medical examination six weeks after their confinement.

The death rate from all lg'pes of tuberculosis is the lowest
in the history of the borough, and for the second year in succession
there have been no deaths from diphtheria.

In this, my farewell report, | wish to express my sincere
appreciation of the kind support and encouragement that [ have
received from the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and members of the
Committees concerned with the health of the borough and the work
of the health department. -

There is no doubt that considerable progress has been made,

but I am very conscious of what has been left undone and of the

reat possibilities that lie ahead. The adverse forces that are
illing 1 in 10 of the children born in this town are also damaging,
to a varying degree, many of the survivors. | commend especialﬁr
to you the task of sparing no effort or expense to reduce this
grievous loss.

I am greatly indebted to the members of my staff, who have
iven me the loyal help that made possible such improvements as
have been able to introduce. | am grateful to them and to the

Town Clerk and the chief officers of other departments for their
general helpfulness.

I am, Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
ROBERT SUTHERLAND,
Medical Officer of Health.
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TABLE 2.
CAUSES OF DEATH OF BRIGHOUSE RESIDENTS IN 1941.
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estimate of the Registrar General.

WI"AL STATISTICS
The estimate of the population of Brighouse is the mid-year

His estimate is 29,680, com-

pared with the mid-year estimate of 29,540 for 1939. He considers

therefore, that the population had increased by

The birth rate for the year is 13.17 per 1,000 of the popula-
tion. This is 1.19 above the rate for the previous year, 1.03 below the
rate for England and Wales, and 3.23 below the rate for the 148
Small Towns.
There were 15 illegitimate births, representing 3.84 per cent.
of the total live births and an illegitimate birth rate of 0.5 per 1,000
of the estimated population.
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: During the year there were 16 still-births, one of which was
Il_|l3 itimate. This gives a rate of 39.31 per 1,000 (live and still)
births, which is 4.71 less than the rate for England and Wales (0.51).

The Death Rate for the Borough is 15.02 per 1,000 of the
population. This is 0.65 less than the rate ior last year and 2.12
above the rate for England and Wales.

The chief causes of death this year were, in order of fre-
quency —

1. Diseases of the Heart and Circulation—197 (compared

with 202 in 1940).

2. Pneumonia, Bronchitis, Influenza and other respiratory
diseases—064 (compared with 80 in 1940).

3. Cancer—56 (compared with 47 in 1940).

The Infantile Mortality Rate, or the Death Rate of Infants
under 1 year of age per 1,000 live births, is T4.16—a decrease of
2.11 compared with 1940.

There was one maternal death during the year, giving the
figure 2.46, compared with the maternal mortality rate of 2.23 per
1,000 live and still births for England and Wales and with last year's
Brighouse rate of nil.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

Laboratory Facilities.
No change has been made in the services provided under
this head.

Ambulance Facilities.
The arrangements were described in the 1939 Report.

Nursing in the Home.
The position is unchanged.

Clinics and Treatment Centres.
These were set out in tabular form in Table 3 on page 20 of
the 1939 report.

HOSPITALS.

The arrangements were described on page 21 of the 1939
report and are unchanged.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Midwifery and Matemity Services.
No innovations were introduced Llurmg the year.

Ante-Natal Clinics.
The arrangements were described in the 1938 Report.
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Consultant Ante-Natal Clinic.

The arrangements are unchanged.
Post-Natal Clinics.

During the year 75 individual mothers were seen and 90
attendances made.
Domiciliary Midwifery Scheme.

The work done by the midwives is set out in Table 5
which follows,

TABLE 5.
Work done by the Municipal Midwives r.lunng' 1941
Labours conducted: [(a) as midwives ek s ik 174
(b) as maternity nurses ... 25
ic) total 199
Ante-natal visits 1.450

Post-natal visits ... 2.882

Home Helps.

During the year, home helps were provided in 32 cases
with an average attendance of 14 days per case. All these cases
were attended during the mother’s confinement and puerperium.

Dental Scheme.

During the year 23 expectant and nursing mothers, and
4 pre-school children were referred for treatment.
Infant Welfare Clinics.

During the year there has been an increase in the number
of individual children attending the clinics and in the total number
of medical consultations.

TABLE 6.
Attendances at the respective Infant Welfare Clinics in 1941.
Huddersfield
Road Hipperholme Southowram Totals
MNumber of Sessions ... 69 47 48 184
Individual children attending ... 566 284 106 956
Children attending for the first
time J, 310 186 70 566
Medical Cnnsultatmns 1810 928 416 3154
Average number of medical con-
sultations per session 18 19 8 15
Attendances of children under 1
year i 2237 1037 516 3790
Attendances of -:hl.!dren over 1
year .. 1614 988 45 2947
Total attendances 3851 2025 86l 6737
Average attendance per session 40 43 18 16

Highest attendance at one ses-
sion ... 74 58 29
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Breast Feeding.

During the year 48 per cent. of the mothers whose babies
had reached the age of 9 months had breast fed these babies for a
period of 9 months, and 34 per cent. had breast fed for a period
of from 1 to 7 months. These figures are 4 per cent. and 16 per
cent. higher respectively, than in 1940. In addition 10 per cent.
of the mothers breast fed their children but had to give comple-
mentary feeds of artificial milk foods.

The reasons stated for abandoning breast feeding are set
out in Table 7

TABLE 7.
Reasons for Abandoning Breast Feeding.
Percentage.

Reason, 1941.
Inability to feed (Hat nipples. etc.) 318
By Doctor's Orders ... s 185
Lack of Perseverance 24.3
Ilness of Mother, Ansemia, etc. ... 15.5
Premature Infants—inability to suck 7

Cod Liver Oil, Iron Capsules, Calcium Tablets and Wheat
Germ (il Capsules are provided at the clinic at cost price.

It gives me much pleasure to record again my sincere
appreciation of the splendid unselfish work that is done by the
voluntary helpers at the Infant Welfare Clinics—The Brighouse
Ladies’ Committee at the Huddersfield Road Centre ; the Hipper-
holme Ladies’ Committee at the Hipperholme Centre; and the
Southowram Ladies’ Committee at the Southowram Centre. | am
most grateful to them all.

Artificial Sunlight Treatment.

The work done is set out in Table 8, which follows, and
it will be seen that 300 children received 3,567 exposures compared
with 219 children with 3,113 exposures in 1940,

TABLE 8.
The Work of the Artificial Sunlight Clinics during 1941.
Total for
Borough.
NMumber of children treated 300
Mumber of exposures 3567

By arrangement with the Education Committee 129 school
children received artificial sunlight treatment and a total of 1,523

exposures.
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Institutional Provision for Mothers or Children. .
The institutional provision for mothers was described in the
1938 Report.

Last year 49 mothers received hospital treatment under the
Corporation’s scheme, 24 because of unsuitable home conditions,
and 25 because of complications.

Orthopaedic Treatment.

23 children were seen during the year with a total of 37
attendances, and 1 child was admitted to the Yorkshire Children’s
Orthopadic Hospital in August, 1941, suffering from Anterior
Poliomyelitis. 9 pairs of footwear were adjusted.

Ophthalmic Scheme.

During 1941, 5 pre-school children were examined by Dr.
Greatorex. Spectacles were provided in 3 cases, and treatment
prescribed in the other two. The cost of spectacles is recovered
according to an income scale.

Health Visitor.

There were one Health Visitor and two Nurses combining
the duties of Health Visitor and School Nurse in the service of the
Corporation in 1941. During the year they attended at the various
ante-natal, infant welfare, and artificial sunlight clinics and they
paid the following number of home visits.

TABLE 9.
Visits paid by the Health Visitors in 1940 and 1941.

1940 1941

Wisits to New Births 337 369
Visits to Still Births 8 11
Visits to Children under 1 year ... 857 1352
Visits to Children 1 to 5 years ... 1097 19561
Visits to Expectant Mothers 107 147
“ Total .. 2406 3840

INFANT LIFE PROTECTION.

Number of persons on Register who were receiving children
for reward at the end of the year
Number of children on register :—
(1) At the end of the year ...
(2) Who died during the year ...
(3) On whom inquests were held tlunng the year ......
Number of Infant Protection Visitors at end of year :(—
3 Health Visitors.

No proceedings were taken during the year, no sanctions
were given, and no orders were obtained by the Local Authority.

[EileeT S




16

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water Supply.

~ No new sources of public water supply were introduced
during the year but the supply proved adequate for the needs of
the Borough. The quality of the supplies in use was good.

: I am obliged to Mr. Lawson, the Water Engineer, for the
iollowing information concerning the extensions and rénewals of
mains carried out during 1941 —

Extensions.
11 yards of 3 inch main—Granny Hall Park.

50 yards of 8 inch rising main and fixing of Automatic
Chloramine Plant at Lands Reservoir.

Replacements.

86 yards of 2 inch main—Ripley Street.

70 yards of 3 inch main—River Street.

Alternative Supply fixed between ithe 10 inch Hipperholme
Supply and the 8 inch Brighouse Supply.

Drainage and Sewerage.

| have been informed by Mr. H. A. Sneezum, the Borough
Engineer, that the following work was carried out during the year
1941 :(—

The construction of the Lillands Lane Sewer was completed
during 1941. This Sewer extends from the main sewer at Bridge
End along Scatty Bank and Lillands Lane and is a total length of
442 yards.

This sewer replaces an old sewer which ran along Lillands
Lane from the top of Scotty Bank and discharged through a culvert
under the Railway directly into the river.

The old sewer was taken out and the connections thereto
diverted to a new sewer which will cater for all the houses on
Lillands Lane and the new Oaklands Estate of 96 houses, and
includes provision for extension to deal with the drainage area for
some distance to the west.

At the point where the old sewer ran under the Railway, the
culvert has been reconstructed and a storm overflow built so that
all over six times the dry weather flow at this point is discharged
to the River Calder.

The sewer varies from 153" to 27" in diameter.

Rivers and Streams.

The West Riding Rivers Board is the supervising Authority.
No complaints regarding the pollution of any streams in the area
were received in the Health Department during the year.
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RAT AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.

23 inspections and re-inspections were made in relation to
rat infestation and advice was given in each case, in addition to
Poison Bait being supplied free.

FOOD INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION.

(a) Milk Supply.
(1) Cowsheds.

Regular inspection was made to all dairies and cowsheds in
the Borough during the past year. We have now 84 Dairy Farms
containing 147 registered cowsheds and housing approximately
1210 dairy cattle.

It is a mattér of regret that the amount of cowshed recon-
struction carried out during the year is less than on former occa-
sions. The following is a list of structural alterations carried out :—

Hart Sole Farm, Hartshead. Cowsheds reconstructed and

redrained ... o et 2
Adjill Grove Farm, South-
owram. Milk Room provided ... WY |
Pasture House Farm, South-  Steam sterilising equipment pro-
owrain. vided
Whitaker Pits Farm. Cowshed reconstructed ke ]

Roof of Milk Room underdrawn 1

We have on our register 72 Retail Purveyors of Milk, made
up as follows :—

61 Producer Retailers in the Borough ;

8 Retailers only ;

3 Producers outside the Borough who retail milk in the
Borough.

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) ORDERS, 1936,38.

No alteration was made in the number of Accredited and
Tuberculin Tested Producers during 1941.

The proportion of Designated Milks produced are as
follows :—

“ Tuberculin Tested” .. rii g A 8%
“Accredited ™ 1 i 47,
being a total of 55%, of the whole. |

: The following dealers and supplementary licences were
1ssued during the year.

Dealer’s Licence to retail ** Pasteurised ' ... = 1
Supplementary Licences to retail ** Tuberculin Tes-
ted " and “ Pasteurised ™ ... 2
















































