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REPORT OF THE ACTING SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICER FOR
THE YEAR 1943.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE EDUCATION
COMMITTEE.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| have the honour to submit to you the annual report on the
‘work of the School Medical Service of the Borough of Brighouse
during the year 1943.

During the first three months of the year | devoted my time in
schools to the completion of the campaign against Diphtheria which
had been begun during 1942. This length of period was required
as the majority of these children had never been previously
immunised and were of the age when the protective material used
is given in three doses. | am satisfied, however, that Diphtheria
Immunisation both of the pre-school and school child is making
steady headway.

Routine Medical Inspection was again confined to two age
roups, namely the Entrant and Leaver groups as suggested by the
oard of Education. There has been no deterioration in the general

health of the children in spite of the continuance of the war. The
extension of the provision of meals in school by the opening of a
further eleven school canteens, thus making a total of fourteen, has,
I fesl sure, been of great value in maintaining the health of the
children.

Nurse Anderson, the whole-time School Nurse, was unfortun-
ately unable, through illness, to work more than eight and a half
weeks during the whole year. The part-time Health Visitors and
School Nurses, and on occasion the Senior Health Visitor, carried
on all the work at the Minor Ailments Treatment Clinic but the
number of uncleanliness inspections in the schools and the number
of home visits paid by the School Nurses had to be considerably
reduced. It is not surprising then that there was an increase in the
total percentage of unclean heads, the figure being 7.32, compared
with 5.64 in 1942,

It is particularly difficult under war conditions to obtain accom-
modation in Special Schools for such exceptional children as the
Physically or Mentally Defective who are certifiable for admission
to Special Schools. In the case of the mentally defective, one has
also to contend with the parents’ unwillingness or inability to recog-
nise the child’'s condition and to realise the advisability of admission
to a special school. | am glad to report, however, that of the four
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physically defective children whom | certified as suitable for admis-
sion to hospital school, three were admitted to this type of schoaol.
Further details concerning these cases are given in the body of the
report. 1 should like to acknowledge here the co-operation of the
Director of Education in obtaining places in special schools for
these exceptional children. It is through his repeated efforts that
vacancies have been found for them.

With regard to the Dental Service 1 am glad to report that
there has been an improvement in the percentage of cases in which
treatment has been accepted by the parents. The figure for 1943
1s 53.4, compared with 47.3 for 1942. But the number of parents
who still believe that the only way to deal with decay in a tooth,
no matter what the extent of the decay may be, is by extraction,
is lamentably large. Your appointment of a Dental Anzsthetist
was of material help in reducing the waiting list for extraction under
an anasthetic, but to ::umplethy eliminate this list it may be neces-
sary to increase the anasthetic sessions from once to twice weekly.

The failure to obtain a whole-time Assistant Medical Officer
of Health and School Medical Officer has made it impossible for
me to carry out the medical examinations in schools that I hoped to
do during the year. Children in the nursery classes, for example,
have had only one complete routine examination, and as the whole-
time School Nurse was absent from duty nearly the whole of the
year the number of visits by a school nurse advised by the Board
of Education could not be carried out. It was not possible either
to re-examine children who had been found to have defects at
previous routine inspections, Dr. Mary Wilson was appointed to
assist me for two sessions weekly, but this did not take effect until
the second week of November.

The need for improved premises for School Clinic work is most
pressing. The acquisition of Brook House for such premises which
you have recommended is still waiting the sanction of the Board
of Education.

| wish to thank the Director of Education and the Head
Teachers for their courtesy and for their assistance in the carrying
out of the school medical work. To the School Medical Staff, both
professional and clerical, my thanks are also due for their
co-operation and efficiency.

| am,
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

BETHIA M. NEWLANDS

Acting School Medical Officer.
December, 1944.
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case pressure was not brought to bear upon the parents, as the
girl was thirteen and a half when examined and her condition was
such that it could not be cured. The third was a case of mild
chorea, a girl who was admitted to the Bradstock Lockett Hospital,
Southport, in April and discharged in November. She derived much
benefit from her period at this Hospital School. The fourth was a
case of bronchiectasis, a girl who was admitted to the Edward
Mallam Convalescent Home, Deganwy, N. Wales, in April, and who
is still in this Hospital School.

OPEN AIR SCHOOL.

The number on the roll of the Open Air School at the end of
December, 1943, was 51, namely, 25 boys and 26 girls.

Whereas, in 1942, 38 children with an average length of stay
of 13.4 months each were discharged from the Open Air School, in
1943, 37 children with an average stay of 11.5 months each were
discharged.

REPORT OF ORGANISERS OF PHYSICAL TRAINING FOR
THE YEAR 1943.

Every effort has again been made during 1943 to maintain an
efficient standard of physical training, in spite of the increasing
difficulties experienced in staffing and in obtaining an adequate
supply of certain equipment.

: All schools have h_Een visited, and special attention has been
paid to class organisation and pace of lesson, to posture, move-
ment, flexibility and footwork.

The problem of suitable shoes for physical training presents a
real difficulty ; many of those supplied by the Education Authority
in 1942 are now worn out, and fresh supplies have not been forth-
coming. In a few cases, schools have made an effort to make rope-
soled, or other types of soft shoes, suitable for indoor work. We
would congratulate those schools whose keenness has spurred
them to these efforts ! The need for flexible shoes cannot be over-
stressed—nor can it be denied that generally speaking, there is a
deterioration in footwork owing to the wearing of unsuitable shoes.

300 pairs of rubber shoes were purchase during the year for
the younger classes of the Infant Departments.

The Director of Education has been gencrous in his purchase of
equipment—though supplies of certain essentials are no longer
available, Thus, small balls are short of supply in certain schools
and there is a shortage of balls for major games, which makes
individual practice of technique—a valuable part of games training
—difficult, if not impracticable.

The new Games Field, now in use, meets a great need—and
the provision of hot and cold showers for use after games periods
should be appreciated, and provide valuable training in the hygiene
of physical education.
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MINOR AILMENTS CLINICS.
The number of cases treated is shown in Table VII below.

TABLE VIL
1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943
Cases treated ... ... 1556 1861 1635 2058 2749 1901 2130

Total attendances ... 7801 3858 5137 5606 5849 8309 5976

HOME VISITS.

Where a condition requiring treatment or special care is dis-
covered at the examination of a child at school or at the Minor
Ailments Clinic, and the parent is not present, the school nurse
visits the home and gives the necessary advice to the parent. During
1943, 89 such visits were made, compared with 492 in 1942.

BLIND AND DEAF CHILDREN.

Two deaf boys from Brighouse are at present in the Leeds
Blenheim School, which has been transferred to the James Graham
Open Air School, Leeds.

One partially siﬁhted boy and one partially sighted girl are
attending the Daisy Hill School for Myopes, Bradford.

One partially sighted girl is at Henshaw's Institute for the
Blind, Manchester, which is temporarily transferred to Preston.

MENTALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN.

Seventeen mentally deficient children are on the special register.
Of these, two are attending ordinary elementary school, seven are in
institutions, five are at on school or institution, and three are now
working. Eight children are under observation or awaiting examina-
tion for mental deficiency. Of these, seven are attending ordinary
elementary schools and one, five years of age, is at no school or
institution. :

EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN.

During 1943, forty-five schoolboys and one schoolgirl were
examined in accordance with Part VIII of the Education Act, 1921.
Forty-four were granted certificates of fitness and thirty-five were
re-examined. Three schoolgirls were examined for employment in
Entertainments, and all were granted certificates.

FITNESS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION.

In the course of the year, forty-seven winners of County Minor
Scholarships were examined at the rec{lluest of the County Council
and all were passed as fit for higher education.



























