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BRIERLEY HILL URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
For the year 1950.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE URBAN
DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BRIERLEY HILL.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit the Annual Report for 1950, which while reflecting
on the work of your Public Health Department, gives a statistical review of
the various diseases encountered during the period.

Housing.

In my report of 1949 I referred to the shortage of houses, and to the
trials and tribulations daily endured by many families in this District. Some
progress has been made, and as a result many people have had better home
conditions provided.

The policy of the Council is to allocate houses on a points system in
order to relieve the worst cases and ensure that they have suitable accommoda-
tion, and in this respect I find the greatest difficulty in assessing some of the
cases which come to my notice for allocation of extra points on medical
grounds, as, in many of these, the conditions reported are capable of amelior-
ation and do not, in themselves, warrant rehousing. It is often the case,
however, that the known disease in a member of the family is of much less
importance than the disquiet inflicted on the household by the bickering of
in-laws,

Rehousing from unft houses 1s essential and must be carried out to
capacity, while the rehousing of those tuberculous cases where isolation
cannot be effected will continue to absorb many of the available new houses.

There is much leeway to be made up as is evidenced by the number of
long standing applications for rehousing outside the above-mentioned cate-
gories, and in common with all parts of the country the need is houses, and
more houses.

Tuberculosis.

55 notifications were received as compared with 63 in 1949, and deaths
were 21 as against 41 in 1949. There is evidence that with modern treatment
complete recovery of some tubercular patients can be expected. Mass
radiography and scientific tests have been carried out on a large scale and by
this means early symptoms of the disease are recogmised in people who
previously had no clinical signs of the disease. The use of specific medication
on a much greater scale, combined with early recognition and isolation, will pay
substantial dividends. Results are gratifying, but never-the-less much
remains to be done to stay the spread of this disease.



e}

It is true that sanatoria treatment should be available to the person
likely to recover rather than the longstanding case in whom recovery is
unlikely, but is must be borne in mind that the latter is the one, in these days
of housing problems, which is causing the great problem by the potential
risks of infecting others.

Poliomyelitis.

Poliomyelitis, because of its dramatic onset and its permanent crippling
sequelae, has aroused the interest of medical research in all parts of the
World and disturbed the public conscience.

Medical research in Experimental Transmission of this disease to lower
animals has revealed that protective substances are produced in the blood
which offer some degree of protection. Much research is going on, and it is
hoped to produce a method of protection akin to those practised for diph-
theria and typhoid, by inoculation or vaccination. This may be a safeguard
against the crippling effect that this disease is capable of producing.

The practicable difficulties associated with Poliomyelitis, both in
diagnosis and treatment, are many. The family doctor is the first to face the
problem, and invariably ‘refers his patient to hospital immediately, as in many
cases it may be several days before a final diagnosis can be made. The doctor
is acting in the best interests of the community by his action even if his
suspicions are not confirmed.

The large number of ** missed "' cases, that is, those suffering from the
disease and showing no evidence but capable of infecting others; the free
mobility on all types of transport causing transfer of the disease from one part
of the country to another ; the long incubation period, i.e., the time from when
the infection is transmitted until signs and symptoms appear, which may be
from six to twenty days, making the tracing of contacts and the investigation
of all cases protracted and sometimes an impossible task.

At the moment continual vigilance and hospital isolation of all suspected
cases, tracing of all contacts and referring them to their own doctors for
supervision, is carried out as first-line defence in the control of this disease,

infantile Mortality.

The death rate of children under one year falls below that of the whole
country for the second time since the formation of yvour present District.
19 infant deaths occurred as against 34 the previous year and 49 for 1948,

It would appear that the higher standard of education and the accep-
tance of facilities available for expectant mothers is reducing the invalidism
of the very young and increasing their prospects of survival.

Clean Food.

The model Bye-Laws of the Ministry of Food in relation to the handling,
wrapping and care of food, were hailed at first by the trades concerned as an-
other source of unnecessary interference. Gradually, however, those engaged
in the processing and the handling of food realised the importance of these
enactments, so much so, that the Department took stall space at the Exhibition
organised by the Brierley Hill Manufacturers and Traders Association to
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Birth Rates, Death Rates, Analysis of Mortality, Maternal Mortality
and Case Rates for certain Infectious Diseases in the year 1950. Provisional
figures based on Weekly and Quarterly Returns.

TABLE Ill—continued.

Maternal Mortality.

International List No. and Cause.

England and Wales.

Rates per 1,000
Total (Live and

Rates per million
women aged 15-

Brierley Hill.

Still} Births. 44,

G651,
Abortion with sepsis ... 008 7 0.0H)
G50, 652,
Other Abortion 005 + 0,00
G4-649, BT0-G78.
Complication of pregnancy and

delivery .54 - —_
681.
Sepsis of childbirth and the puer-

perium o on - 0,03 — (b 0H)
G680, GR2-680.
Other complications of the puer-

perium 0.15 0,100

SECTION B.

GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

The County Council through its Area Medical Officer is responsible
for the administration of the following health services:—

Health Centres.

Care of Mothers and young children.

Midwifery.
Health Visiting.
Home Nursing.

Prevention of illness, care and after care.

Domestic Help.

Vaccination and Immunisation.

Ambulance Service.
Mental Health Service.

The close liasion between this Department and the Area Health Office

was maintained.
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Hospitals.

Administration of Hospitals and Specialist Services is the responsibility
of the Birmingham Regional Hospital Board.

The Hospitals serving the district are as follows :(—

Wordsley Hospital, Brierley Hill.
Guest Hospital, Dudley.
Corbett Hospital, Amblecote.

Other hospitals within easy reach are those of Birmingham and
Wolverhampton.

Cases of infectious disease are referred to Isolation Hospitals, i.e.,
Moxley Hospital Wednesbury, and Stallings l.ane Hospital, Kingswinford.

Maternity and Nursing Homes.

There are no Nursing Homes in the area. Maternity cases are admitted
to Wordsley Hospital, and to the Rosemary Ednam Maternity Home at
Dudley.

Tuberculosis.

Sanatoria are provided at Kinver, Groundslow, Prestwood and Himley.
Cases of surgical Tuberculosis are treated at Standon Hall and The Woodlands.
Dispensaries are situated at Dudley and Wolverhampton.

Post Mortem Room.

Twenty-two bodies were admitted to the Post Mortem Room during the
year. The causes of death were as follows :—

Natural Causes o 16
Misadventure 1
Suicide 2
Accident 3

Laboratory Facilities.
The Public Health Laboratory Service continues to deal with the
pathological and bacteriological specimens sent for this area.

The chemical analysis of samples taken under the Food and Drugs
Act is undertaken by the County Analyst who acts for the Urban District.

Ambulance Services.

Facilities for the transport of sick and accident cases from the district
are provided by the County Council’'s Ambulance Station situated within the
Urban District. The service is adequate for the needs of the district. The
approximate number of residents conveyed to and from hospitals was 11,855 ;
this represents patient-journeys as distinct from individual patients.

National Assistance Act.

No action was required under Section 47 of this act which provides for
compulsory removal to hospital of those unable to look after themselves.
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SECTION C.
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE AREA.

Water Supply.

The District is served by two Companies. The Stourbridge and District
Water Board supply 2,070 houses at Wordsley, while the rest of the area is
served by the South Staffordshire Water Board. In both cases the supply
comes from deep wells and bore holes in the New Red Sandstone to depths
varying from 200 to 500 feet. The water is examined regularly and has
continued to be of a high standard of purity.

The following are typical analyses :—
THE SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE WATER BOARD.
Coli Aerogenes Content (presumptive coli) after 48

hours incubation at 37 deg. Cent. . Nil per 100 M.L.
Analysis. Parts per 100,00,
Total Solid Matter dried at 212 deg. F. e 270
Free and Saline Ammonia i Nl
Albumineid Ammonia ... SRR i
Nitric Nitrogen ... T 2 |
Chlorine ... AP X
Oxvygen absorbed in 4 hours at 80 rlr-g F. ise ML
Appearance . . o ... Glear.

Metallic Contamination ... ... Extremely minute
trace of Iron.

pH Value ... gy

Hardness before hmlmg s 12.2 deg.

Hardness after boiling ... .o 6.6 deg.

Temporary Hardness ... o 5.6 deg.

STOURBRIDGE FLI\D I}I‘%TR[E‘T WATER BOARD.
Coli Aerogenes Content (presumptive coli) after 48

hours incubation at 37 deg. Cent, ... Nil per 100 M.L.
Analysis. Parts per 100,00,
Total Solid Matter dried at 212 deg e - 20,0
Free and Saline Ammonia . ... Nil
Albuminoid Ammonia ... . 0.0024
Nitric Nitrogen ... e B
Chlorine ... A
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hours at 80 deg s e 0.004
Appearance : ... Extremely minute
trace of suspended
matter.

Injurious Metallic Contamination .... None.

pH Value ... RSEE

Hardness before hmhng ... 14.6 deg.

Hardness after boiling ... ... 8.6 deg.

Temporary Hardness o s i . 6.0 deg.
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Post-mortem examinations were carried out on the following animals

dead in transit :—

Cause of Death. Cattle | Calves| Sheep | Pigs | Total

Syncope — 1 — 27 28
Internal haem{:-rrhage - e — 11 11
Toxaemia : — — 3 23 26
Anaemia = 1 = 7 8
Pneumonia and Pleuns;.r 1 — 2 15 18
Metritis . 1 - 1 —— 2
Hydatid Cysts - — 1 — 1
Nephritis — —_ — 1 1
Enteritis — . 1 1 2
Peritonitis — 1 — 2 3
Hypocalcaemia 1 — — - 1
Swine Erysipelas o — 7 7
Empyaema — — — 2 2
Pericarditis — — — 2 2
Septicaemia 1 — — — 1
Fascioliasis — - 2 - 2
Brucellosis — 2 — e 2

Total ... 4 H 10 499 118

During the year Research workers in the Veterinary as well as in the
Medical sphere were assisted in a variety of ways, and material for these

purposes was sent to the following :—
Imperial Chemicals (Pharmaceuticals)

Weybridge.

Led,

Wilmslow,

The Royal College of Surgeons of England, London.
Bromsgrove,

The Artificial Insemination Centre,
Messrs. Boots (Chemists) Research Centre,
The National Blood Transfusion Service, Sheffield.
The Dudley Guest Hospital.

The Animal Health Trust, Huntingdon.

The Department of Zoology.
The University of Liverpool.

Nottingham.

The Anatomy Departments of the University of Bristol,
St. Thomas's Hospital and Charing Cross Hospital, London.

Cheshire.
The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Veterinary Laboratory,

The Government-appointed Committee on Food Hygiene visited the
factory during the year, and have thought it worth while in their report to
copy the wording of the Clean Food poster designed by one of us and exhibited

prominently throughout the factory.







29

Scarlet Fever.

32 notifications were received during the year, giving a notification
rate of 0.65 per 1,000 population as compared with 1.23 for 1949 and 1.55
for the whole country.

Erysipelas.

Five cases were notified giving a rate of 0.10 per 1,000 population.

Pneumonia.

20 cases were notified during the year. The notification rate is 0.04
compared with 0.70 for the country as a whole.

Whooping CGough.

There were 218 notifications as compared with 155 for the previous
vear. The notification rate of 4.46 per 1,000 population compares with 3.60
for the whole country.

Measles.
There were 102 notifications compared with 503 for the previous year,

giving a notification rate of 2.09 per 1,000 population.
Poliomyelitis.

Poliomyelitis claimed 19 victims, one being fatal. Much work was
entailed in an attempt to control this disease by careful and constant watch
over contacts, and the prompt co-operation of Medical Practitioners, Nursing
Staff, and Sanitary Officers, did much to help in ensuring that the situation
did not get out of hand. The number affected with paralysis was ten, but
continuity of treatment has ensured marked improvement in six. It is
regretted that the remaining four are likely to have some degree of invalidism.

The cases were distributed throughout the Urban District with no
marked incidence in any one area. No evidence was found of any direct
contacts.

The outbreak lasted from June to October with cases occurring sporadi-
cally ; in the main, the attacks were mild, and all cases were admitted to
Hospital.

Paralytic. Non-Paralytic.
Tolal.
Male. Female. Male. Fremale.
Under 1 year — — — — —
1—2 years 2 3 — — 5
3—4 years 1 2 1 2 6
5—9 years — 1 1 2 4
10—14 years — = = —— —
15—24 years — 1 — 1 -2
25 and over — —_ 1 —Jh 1 2
Total 3 7 3 6 " 19
¥
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PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936.

Complaints.

374 complaints were received as compared with 474 in 1949 ; 1353
related to stoppages in drains.

‘Several of the complaints had reference to odours from a New Sewage
Works constructed by a Sewage Board, and representations were made.
The nuisance disappeared with the advent of cooler weather; but, it is
anticipated that complaints will again be received during the Summer period
if certain steps are not taken.

Some of the trouble had relation to teething difficulties of a new plant,
but, with the up-to-date installation provided, there should be very little
nuisance, although it is likely there will always be some odour which is generally
associated with such works.

In view of the close proximity of a number of houses, it is difficult to
understand why this site was originally approved.

Two complaints were received of a nuisance from industrial tips, due to
spontaneous combustion of tipped ashes and after due consideration the Public
Health Committee decided to ask the Planning Committee that in future
when approving ground for the tipping of industrial waste to place restrictions

on the depth of tipping, ete., with a view to minimising the risk of spontaneous
combustion.

Smoke Abatement.

Generally conditions so far as industrial black smoke is concerned have
much improved. The * Black Spot " is still one large steel plant where there
is a battery of twelve Lancashire Boilers.

Electrification of these works is still progressing, but has been delayed
due to various circumstances. When the scheme is completed, the nuisance
from black smoke and grit should disappear, but, and it is a very big “ but "',
there will remain process fumes which may be more difficult’ to deal with,
particularly in view of the fact that part of the new works has been erected
far too near houses ; in addition, the plant is much larger. There is one
redeeming feature, this plant is on the East side of the Town. The plans for
the plant were approved in 1945, before the Town and Country Planning Act
came into operation.

Complaints were received from many residents in the month of June
of damage to plant life, and representations were made to the works, also
contact was made with the Home Office Inspector under the Alkali Act;
certain promises were made.

There is no doubt that in future where planning permission is sought,
more attention must be paid as to the likely source of process nuisances.
Representations were made by the Public Health Committee that more
process details should be obtained when plans are submitted.

Abatement of domestic smoke has received some check due to diffi-
culties in obtaining coke and other types of smokeless fuel. More coke should
be made available for household purpeses, (heating and cooking) and less to

industry which can obtain more easily proper appliances for smokeless burning
of Bituminous Coal.
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: One of the facts that emerges is that these people, who at one time
resided in rural areas because of certain advantages, now endeavour to reside
in or near urban areas, where they tend to become collectors of rags, scrap
metal, etc.

Seven applications have been received to use caravans or other similar
structures as dwellings on sites within the area ; five of these being refused.
Of the two granted, one related to a caravan on a farm, the other to a caravan
for the use of a foreman on a Housing Site. In addition, renewal licences
were issued in respect of two sites for one and three trailer caravans.

Legal proceedings were authorised for using land as a site for caravans
without a licence, but the vans were moved before date of hearing.

A licence is in operation in respect of ground used for Holiday Camping,
for 100 trailer caravans, and during the year an application was received for

. the restriction in the licence ** there should be no caravans on the site between

the 1st November and lst April " to be removed, to enable the site to be

anently occupied. The Committee decided not to modify the licence
in respect of the whole camping area, but agreed for three sites only. In
consequence an appeal was lodged. After much negotiation, the appeal
was withdrawn, the Committee agreeing to amend the licence in respect of the
whole of the Camping Ground, subject to the following being provided: a
second sanitary and ablution block, additional water points and drainage,
asphalt roads and also the use of shower baths at the adjoining lido, owned
by the applicant.

The Camping Ground is very rural in character, undulating, well-wooded
and is divided into fifteen sites, accommodation ranging from one to twenty-
two caravans ; only properly constructed trailer caravans being permitted.
There is a weekly collection of house refuse made by the Council from this site.
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

In connection with the National Drive for Clean and Safe Food Handling
stall space was taken at an Exhibition organised by the Manufacturers' and
Traders’ Association. Two stalls were set up, one as a model food shop, the
other stall dealing with food contamination, water supplies, rodent control,
and atmospheric pollution. Space was also taken for a small cinema, the
projection appliances and films being loaned by the Central Office of Informa-
tion. Among the films shown were * Another Case of Food Poisoning,™
“ Fly About the House ” and “ Town Rat.” The Exhibition was open from
Saturday, May 20th to Saturday May 27th, and, in spite of the fact that a
shilling charge for admission was made, it was an unqualified success, over
24,000 persons attending.

The stalls set up by this Authority were at times simply over-whelmed
with viewers.

The Exhibition was open from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. daily, and members of
the staff were on duty to answer and discuss questions asked by members of
the public. It was amazing the variety of questions asked and the interest
taken. The Cinema was quite small, but 79 shows were given, the attendance
being over 3,000 persons.

The Model Bye-Laws of the Ministry of Food relating to Clean Food
were adopted with certain modifications on 11th September, but before
adopting, the Public Health Committee considered the staffing of the Depart-
ment and finally, it was decided to increase the strength by one Inspector in
order that almost the whole time of one Inspector could be devoted to Food
Hygiene work.

There is one large covered public market in the centre of the shopping
area owned by a Private Company, and when the Food Bye-Laws were
adopted consideration was given in the first place to the washing of hands.

Sufficient sanitary accommodation for the stall-holders, both male and
female was available, and after much discussion with the owners, it was agreed
to erect, in conjunction with the existing conveniences, separate washing
facilities, each compartment to have a sink, wash basin and hot and cold
running water ; the soap and towels to be provided by the stall-holders
themselves. y

The works required were completed during the year.

During the year the policy of centralised slaughtering was continued
and 3,880 pigs were notified for slaughter under the Public Health (Meat)
Regulations, 1924 and examined at the two Bacon Factories still operating
on behalf of the Ministry of Food. In addition the carcases of 221 pigs were
inspected at other premises.

The following talhles give details of all whole carcases and organs unfit
for human consumption, also the causes for which they were condemned.

Carcases Inspacted and Gondemned.

Number of Pigs killed ... 4101
Number of Pigs inspected ... 4101

































49
PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

Rodent control generally is dealt with by one wholetime female

operative. The result of the year’s work is summarised as follows :—

MNumber of

Premises. | Treatments.
1. Work carried out by Contract ... 80 256
(Business Premises)
2. Private Dwellings 127 139
3. Council Properties 9 35
4. Amblecote U.D.C. 5 12
Total ... 221 442

The work carried out at business premises is obviously successful, the
regular quarterly treatments, where takes are revealed by test-baiting, keeps
the infestations down. The revenue from this source was [240.

Private dwellings are usually troubled by mice, and it will be seen that
there are few occasions where more than the initial treatment is required.

Assistance was again given to Amblecote U.D.C. who have no trained
operative.

Sewers.

In accordance with the requirements of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries (Infestation Control Division), the test-baiting of 70 manholes
in various parts of the area was undertaken and resulted in 9 ** takes.” These
were incorporated in the first half-vearly maintenance treatment, which
showed 21 " takes.”

The second maintenance treatment resulted in four * takes.”

No. of Manholes. Prebait takes.
- |  Total
Test- Pre- Complete | Partial. takes.
baited. baited.
1st Half-Year 70 36 10 11 21
2nd Half-Year —_ 42 1 3 4
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Top sashes of windows hung 7
Window fasteners provided 19
Windows made to open g 14
Quarrv floors repaired or renewed 15
Living room floors repaired or renewed ... 42
Bedroom floors repaired or renewed 17
Stairs repaired T o 22
Handrails on stairs provlded or reparred 4
Verandahs repaired . 8
Miscellaneous 3 13
Dirty houses— tenants neglect b
Dirty bedding—tenants neglect ... 3
Wash-houses, Water Closets, etc.
Wash-house walls rebuilt ... 1
Wash-house roofs repaired 79
Wash-house doors repaired or renewed 17
Wash-house chimneys repointed or rebuilt 6
Wash-house windows repaired or renewed 7
Wash-house floors repaired o3 15
New earthernware sinks prov 1ded 3
Repairs to sinks, brickwork, etc. ... 13
Sink waste pipes repaired or renewed ... 33
Water supply provided to sinks ... -
Washing boilers provided or repaired ... 46
Washing furnaces provided or repaired ... 10
Brickwork of washing boilers repaired ... 24
Water Closet walls rebuilt ... 8
Water Closet Brickwork repaired or repl:rmted 16
Water Closet roofs repmred . 24
Leaking Water Closet joints repalred 37
Water Closet flushing cisterns repaired or renewed 36
Water Closet pans provided 15
Water Closet seats renewed... 23
New Water Closets provided 11
Water Closet floors repaired or renewed ... 5
Rainwater spouting provided or repaired to Wash-houses and
Water Closets 15
Coal stores repaired 6
Coal house doors repaired ... 2
Yards or paving repaired ... 3
Ashbins provided ... 68
Miscellaneous 28
Drainage.
Obstructed drains cleared ... SIS | ]
Drains repaired or reconstructed ... 12
Inspection chambers provided 8
New covers provided to inspection chambers ... 1
Waste pipes repaired : 7
Provision of piped water auppl;,r 6

Miscellaneous 33
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The type of bin adopted as standard has a capacity of 2} cubic feet and
although not in accordance with the British Standard Specification should
En:we as serviceable, whilst from the financial angle, the several modifications

ave resulted in a saving of at least 2/6 per bin or approximately £250 on the
number purchased, which were allocated as follows :(—

Council Houses PRI L
New Council Houses 155
Private Houses e 1484
New Private Houses 20

Total ... o e 2046

In order to commence the scheme an inspection of every ash receptacle
was undertaken and defective bins replaced the following day. This naturally
entailed additional work, but, although replacements were greater than at
first anticipated, the up-to-date information meant that bins were purchased
well in advance, which resulted in a good stock being on hand when the
price of bins increased. Each bin is embossed with a serial number for record
purposes. In order to assist the in preservation of ash bins, it has been the
practice, even with these galvanised type, to coat the bottoms, inside and out,
also the sides up to a height of 18-ins. with bitumastic paint.

In November notification was received that as and from the 10th
February, 1951, no more galvanised dustbins were to be supplied, and as the
previous experience of this Authority with painted bins during the War
period, was, to say the least most unsatisfactory, and as this Authority had
now undertaken the provision of bins free of cost, it was decided to obtain at
least a six months’ supply. This was done with some financial gain due to

rising prices,

Collection.

The problems presented in relation to house refuse collection were
miuch the same as in the previous year, i.e., shortage of labour and absence
of employees through sickness and injury; the long winter added further
to the difficulties. Despite this, the weekly collection was maintained except
for one short spell, when the weather caused the work to fall in arrears, and,
as a consequence, one part of the area received a nine-day collection. for a

period.

In view of the difficulty experienced in obtaining men to undertake the
work, the Council accepted the recommendation of the Public Health Com-
mittee to pay a bonus of 21d. per bin per week per gang for all bins emptied
over a basic figure. This arrangement, brought into operation in order to
cope with the addition of newly erected houses, solved the immediate problem,
but it is certain that unless wages become more in keeping with the times, a
situation will arise, which only additional labour can meet.

The number of working days lost through illness and injury was 823,
an increase of 82 compared with last year, while absenteeism amounted to 156
days.
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Costs for the year ended 31st March, 1951.

The provision of dustbins as a rate charge means that the expenditure

is debited to the refuse collection service.

The cost amounting to £1,921,

is included in the table set out below, and it is this fact alone which is respon-
sible for the increase when compared with the previous year.

Collection
Particulars. Collection. Disposal. |and Disposal
£ £ £
Revenue Account :(—
Gross expenditure 1,6465 1,040 17,505
(Gross income 3,230 139 3,369
Net Cost 13,235 901 14,136
I g d. 5. d.
Uni. Costs :—
Gross expenditure per ton 26 41 1 7% 26 1141
Gross income per ton 4 113 21 5 2}
Net Cost per ton 20 4} 1 4% 21 9
; £ £ £
Net Cost per 1,000 Population 271 18 289
Net Cost per 1,000 houses or premises
from which refuse is collected 955 65 1020
Total refuse collected (tons) 12,990
Population o 48 900
Area (Statute a.cres] . 5,932
Weight per 1,000 p-c-pulatmn per day {cwts} 14.55
Number of houses and premises o .. 13,860
Rateable value i £190,383
Product of 1d. rate ; £746
Rate in £ (Collection and Dlspnsalj 18.95d.

Depot.

At the present time there is no permanent depot for the Cleansing
Department, primarily due to the short period between the amalgamation

of the three Authorities in 1934 and the outbreak of hostilities.

Garage

accommodation now available at Round Oak is severely strained as, although
the buildings have been improved, the restricted space, together with the fact
that it is leased by this Authority, make it imperative for a new Depot to be

provided in the near future.
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Gully Cleansing.

There are 1,752 street gullies, all of which are emptied by mechanical
means. 5,408 Cleansings were effected and 278 loads removed, giving a total
tonnage of 638 tons.

The gross cost was £542 or £73 per 1,000 gullies.
Cesspools.

The number of cesspools cleansed was 177 ; loads removed were 369
and the cost was (236,

Sanitary Accommodation.

The following comparison shows the considerable progress made in the
sanitary accommodation since 1939 :—

Ashpits  Dry
W.C's. Bins. Pans. Privies. Ashpits. Cesspools.
Igap e 362 ... 125640 ... 100 ... 159 .. 26 .. 98
ERAU— el ... 13735 ... 87 ... 3 ... 2 .. 97

Public Conveniences.

There are seven for males and three for females in the area: the
sum of £46 0s. O0d. was collected during the year.

All public conveniences are thoroughly cleaned daily, two being visited
twice each day.

SALVAGE.
Waste Paper.

Throughout the year two vehicles were employed on the collection of
waste paper, one female collector assisting the driver in each case with a
third collector available when required. A regular weekly collection was made
from all works and shops and a fortnightly collection from house-holders who
had continued their war-time habit of saving waste paper, thereby making
considerable contributions.

From an economic point of view the result was satisfactory, the income
being {2,464 in return for 350 tons of Waste Paper despatched to the paper
mills. This tonnage was much the same as last year, but the income was
£300 higher due to price increases.

At the end of the year arrangements were being made to add another
team and divide the area into three districts so as to enable more attention
to be given to house-to-house collections, and, if warranted by economic
conditions, to engage more collectors.


















