[Report 1944] / Medical Officer of Health, Brierley Hill U.D.C.

Contributors

Brierley Hill (England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1944

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/kq7khuve

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







BRIERLEY HILL
URBAN
DISTRICT COUNCIL

L ]
Zap ,;-!:'_1, L—;J o
GRS ]

REPORT

on the Work of the

PUBLIC HEALTH
DEPARTMENT

for 1944.

NORMAN V. HEPPLE,
Medical Officer of Health.
H. J. PARKER,
Chief Sanitary Inspector.













BRIERLEY HILL URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

For the Year ending 31st December, 1944,

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE URBAN
DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BRIERLEY HILL.

Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Hodgetts and Gentlemen,

-

I have the honour to present to you my sixth Annual Report on
the work of your Public Health Department for the year 1944.

The Report is once more condensed and somewhat abbreviated
in accordance with the instruections of the Ministry of Health.

The Department has been working under difficulties caused by
shortage of staff. The work has been done as fully as this permitted,
but it is hoped that more technical staff will become available before
long, so that the services can be put once more onto a peace time
footing.

My thanks are due to the Chairman and Members of the Council,
the Clerk and other Officers, and to the Staff of the Department
for the help so freely given during the year.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient Servant,
N. V. HEPPLE,
Medical Officer of Health.
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A large number of families are living under unsatisfactory or
overcrowded econditions, and when a case of pulmemary tuber-
culosis occurs there is a grave danger to the health—and even to the

life — of the contacts.

The Council have given priority for re-housing to families exposed
to this danger.

The Points Scheme adopted by the Council for the allocation of
available Council houses has a great deal to commend it from the
administrative point of view, and provided it is worked intelligently,
and with due regard to the difficulties of reducing human need to a
mathematical formula, it should ensure, broadly speaking, that the
people living under the worst conditions are re-housed first.

Even the best scheme cannot work without a supply of houses,
however, and no appreciable improvement can be expected until
the houses, temporary or permanent, become available.

Details of the work done during the year will be found in the report
of the Chief Sanitary Inspector. -

SECTION E.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Milk and Other Foodstuffs.

Sampling was undertaken thﬁmghm.lt the year by the Sanitary
Inspectors.  Particulars of the results will be found in the Chief

Sanitary Inspector's Report.

Meat.
Meat inspection and the inspection of cottagers’ pigs occupied
a great deal of the time of the Inspectors. Details are given in the

Report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

Two Veterinary Officers are employed by the Council to inspect
meat at a large meat factory in the area.

The Chief Veterinary Officer reports as follows :(—
I beg to submit my annual report on the werk done in this depart-
ment during the year 1944,

The following tables give full particulars of meat condemned, as
well as other work done by the veterinary surgeons during the

year under review :—
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Diphtheria.

62 notifications of Diphtheria were received during the year.

In 14 of these the diagnosis was not confirmed on further examination

in hospital. The final diagnoses in these cases were as follows :—
Rhinitis
Vincent’s angina
Tonsillitis %
Tonsillitis in carrier
Rubella b i
Not Infectious Disease

e R N ]

Thus the actual number of confirmed cases was 48, giving a
case rate of 1.07 per 1,000 population, as compared with 2.90 for the
ﬂ"evious year, and (.69 for the towns of size comparable with Brierley

ill. Most of the cases occurred in the first quarter of the year, and
constituted the last phase of the large epidemic reported in 1943,

Four deaths occurred, giving a mortality rate of 0.09 per 1,000
population. None of these children were immunised.

The deaths occurred in the following age groups :
0—1 year .. = syl

—5 years o vi 2
—15 years = - 2
over 15 years o TR 1

There were 13 confirmed cases in immunised children. It was
noticeable that these cases, although occasionally clinically severe
did not get the complications which were so common in unimmunised
persons, and all made an uneventful recovery.

Immunisation.

The campaign has been energetically pursued during the year,
and great help has been received from the Assistant County Medical
Officers who work in the area, and from the Health Visitors and Head
Teachers. So far as children of school age are concerned, the position
now is that practically the only ones requiring primary immunisation
are a small proportion of the new entrants.

All new entrants, are however, given the opportunity of having
a reinforcing dose when they start school, and large numbers are
taking advantage of this facility.

All the infants Departments were visited regularly by the
Medical Officer of Health, and the Medical Officers of the County

Council School Clinics co-operate in the work.  Children under
school age can be immunised at the County Council Infant Welfare

Centres in the area.
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The drop in the percentage of pre school children is a statistical
artefact due to the large number of births during the year. Even so,
however, the figure is very low, and every effort must be made to induce
parents to bring their children for protection near the first birthday.

Scarlet Fever. ;

There were 88 notifications during the year, giving a notification
! rate of 1.99 per 1,000 clvilian population. This is below the average
rate for the country as a whole. The disease was of mild type, and
there were no deaths.

| Erysipelas.
;’ Fifteen cases were notified giving a rate of 0.33.

Pneumonia.
, 25 cases were notified among the civilian population during the year
‘ giving a notification rate of 0.56.

Puerperal Pyrexia.
There were 4 notifications. Hospital treatment is provided by
the County Council if necessary.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum. i
4 cases were notified during the year, giving a notification rate
of 4.5 per 1,000 live births.

Whooping Cough.

There were 110 notifications as compared with 145 for the
previous year. The notifications rate of 2.44 is similar to that for the
rest of the country,

Measles.

During the last quarter of the vear an epidemic commenced in
the area, giving 125 notifications and a rate of 2.80 per 1,000 of the
population. '

Scabies.

The special clinic continued to function at the First Aid Post,
Cottage Street, during the year, and was used by general prac-
titioners in the town and by the School Medical and Child Welfare
Services who referred cases to it. Benzyl Benzoate emulsion was
used after a bath. The following figures give particulars of the work

done :
New patients i - 67
Total of patients .. i 85
Total attendances A 173

Number known to be cured 45

So far as possible the contacts of-a case are persuaded to go
for treatment at the same time, and cases are followed up as much
as shortage of staff will allow.
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Infectious Disease Prevention.

Sanitary Improvements Carried out as a Result of Inspections
made and Notices Served. (Work actually carried out).

Dwelling -houses.

Roofs repaired .. o 5 ¥ i b 133

House brickwork repmnted - .. . g =2 22

Gables, cement rendered o s s e - 11

Chimney stacks rebuilt 73 s s - S 3

Chimney stacks repointed .. T R o 28

Chimney pots provided and rcpalred Al i 3 7

Defective brickwork of walls rebuilt & o s 2

Dangerous walls rebuilt or repaired .. e o e 3

; Rainwater spouting repaired or renewed .. = s 78

! Vertical damp proof courses provided §ix £ i 4

Horizontal damp proof courses provided .. ¥ 4 3
' Walls and Ceilings :

Plasterwork repaired or renewed e s b 174

Walls and ceilings cleansed .. et & e it 133

New firegrates provided wi g e 3 442 13

Firegrates repaired .. i it s e £ 23

New doors provided .. ih o o 2 2

Doors and door frames repmrcd % . - i 28

New door sills provided 2 2% & ) i 8

Locks and keys provided .. o e = b 13

Latches provided ,. ’. 2 hee A 17

Door steps repaired or renewed e o e i 21

New windows provided s o i 5 3 21

Windows repaired s o o e 5 i 114

Sash cords renewed .. i & . N i 90

Top sashes of windows hung .. 4 2. - 6

Window fasteners provided .. e i e X 15

Windows made to open 4

New window casements pruvlded % 6

Light and ventilation provided to bedrooms 3

Ventilation provided to living rooms : 3

Qua.rry floors repaired or renewed it ol sk 28

room floors repaired or renewed o - e 44

BEdI‘U{}m floors repaired or renewed " =, 25 40

Sub-floor ventﬂatmn provided i 0 4 o 19
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- Three samples were submitted for the Phosphatase test, these
were satisfactory.

In addition twenty samples of milk produced in this area were sub-
mitted for examination for the detection of Tuberculosis : one sample
was reported as containing tubercle bacilli.

Owing to the method adopted in dealing with these cases twenty-
two weeks elapsed before the cow which was affected with Tuber-
culosis was taken from the herd. During the whole of this period
milk affected with Tuberculosis was being retailed.  The matter
was considered by the Public Health Committee who decided that the
facts should be reported to the Ministry of Health with a view to some
steps being taken to prevent infected milk being sold raw.

Ice Cream.

Towards the end of the year all persons known to have sold Ice
Cream before hostilities commenced were notified that before they
could recommence the business the premises must be registered.
At the end of the year —

3 premises were registered for storage and sale ;
2 premises were registered for maniufacture and sale.
Steps are being taken to see that all premises where Ice Cream

is manufactured are suitable and that proper facilities exist for the
storage and sterilisation of utensils,

Food Premises.

Applications were received from two persons for premises to be
registered for the drying of fish and potatoes : in both cases regis-
tration was refused. One of the applicants appealed to the Magis-
trates against the decision of the Council : the Council’s decision was

upheld.

Milk and Dairies.

The following are registered under the Milk and Dairies Regula-
tions, 1926—1943 :

Dairymen ki b 34
Retail Purveyors Bntﬂed ‘vIlIk A 250

There are 17 cowsheds in the area.

One retail purveyor was given notice under Section 22 of the
Food and Drugs Act, 1938, to show cause why his registration should
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- Billeting was at times very difficult due to differences between
householders and billetees, but on the whole it was possible to give
satisfaction to both sides without having to resort to compulsory
billeting.

The provision of bedding, etc., presented difficulties at times,
but with the aid of a Welfare Committee troubles were overcome
and generally speaking the evacuees were pleased with their reception
and treatment.

In addition a large house was converted and equipped to take
fifty persons ; also nine other houses were requisitioned and equipped
for homeless persons.

These are purely bald statements and give no idea of the patience
that had to be shown in dealing with these people.

In all, 2,068 visits were made during 1944 for billeting purposes
alone,

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.

During the year considerable progress has been made and in order
to carry out this work the Council decided to appoint a Rodent
Officer, but eventually, owing to the lack of suitable applicants an
Operative was appointed. He was found to be unsuitable and his
appointment was terminated. A temporary employee of the Cleans-
ing Department was trained and he is reasonably satisfactory, but
owing to the shortage of labour it is not possible to keep this man
whole time on disinfestation work.

At the request of the Ministry of Food the whole of the sewers were
dealt with for rat infestation, two treatments being made :

First treatment :  Manholes baited .. s 622
Approx. number rats killed 553
Second treatment : Manholes baited L% A 482
Approx. number rats killed 259

This work required the services of one unqualified inspector, the
operative and a labourer for seventeen weeks.

This Authority had, at the end of the year, 19 maintenance con-
tracts with works for dealing with rats. Owing to the extent of a
number of these works — iron, steel and brick — it is very difficult
to ascertain that the premises have been completely cleared and in
consequence the works receive quarterly treatments,
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PUBLIC CLEANSING.
Staff.
The work carried out by this Department relates to House Refuse
Collection and Disposal, Salvage, Street Sweeping, Gully and Cesspool
em]itﬁr_lg and the cleansing of Public Conveniences, the following

stal , at present, employed :
5 H.R.C,,
weeping, etc. Salvage.
Women o s e — 10
BDFS o " oW = - w — 2

Considerable difficulties have been experienced in carrying on due
to the shortage and type of labour now available for this work. For
in 1939, 41 men, all able bodied, were engaged against 24 now, 8 of
these being temporary. The majority of the men are over 50 years
of age, 4 over 60 and 3 over 65. In spite of numerous applications
no men were obtained via the Ministry of Labour.

There are still eleven members of the Cleansing Department at
present in His Majesty's forces.

~ Vehicles.

- No new vehicles have been purchased. The following are road-
worthy and are constantly employed :

3 S.D. Freighters (7 cub. yards).
1 S.D. Gully Emptier—dual purpose (7 cub. yards).
2 Morris (2 ton and 1 ton). :
1 Ford (1 ton).
In addition there is one horse vehicle.

Very little time has been lost by wvehicles due to mechanical
defects, in fact, the maintenance agreements entered into with
Messrs. Shelvoke and Drewry for the vehicles supplied by them, has
been most beneficial to this Authority. Extremely good service has
been given.

Collection.

It has been possible in spite of all difficulties to maintain a fort-
nightly collection from moveable receptacles. This was only made
possible by the men working overtime. On several occasions due to
illness and weather conditions, it appeared that the whole system
would break down, but by taking the remaining men off street
sweeping arrears were overcome. At no time was the collection more

than a few days behind.

The remaining fixed receptacles have been emptied approximately
at intervals of three months.
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The lower pool was drained during the year and your Surveyor
laid a 36 inch storm water sewer through the bed to take surface
water which flowed into this pool from the Pensnett area. The cost
of carrying out this work was apportioned between refuse disposal
and sewerage, the cost to Disposal being approximately one third,
i.e., £335. Filling of the bed with House Refuse has been com-
menced.

Street Sweeping.

This work has been carried out under extreme difficulties. In
1939 there were 14 street orderlies - during 1944 there were but 8,
4 of these being not able bodied. It was necessary on several occasions
in order to clear up house refuse collection to take suitable street
sweepers to assist and in consequence sweeping suffered.

The question of mechanical sweeping will be one for consideration
in the near future.

Gully Cleansing.

This work has been regularly carried out. There are 1,406 street
gullies. These have been emptied frequently at intervals of six to
eight weeks by mechanical means, 8,248 cleansings being effected and
373 loads being removed from the gullies.

Cesspools.

There are 98 CDESPE)DIE in the area all of which have been emptied
periodically, 229 being cleansed during the year.
Public Conveniences.

There are seven for male and three for female in the area, all of which
receive daily attention — two are cleansed twice daily.

Considerable damage has been caused to two of the conveniences
and it has been necessary at both of these to remove the locks from
the W.C’s.

The sum of £12 4s. 4d. has been collected during the year.

Salvage.

Three vehicles together with four trailers are contantly employed
on the collection of salvage, a fortnightly house-to-house collection
being maintained. This work is carried out with female labour.


















