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BRIERLEY HILL URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

ANNUAL REPORT

of the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

For the Year ending 31st December, 1943.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE URBAN
DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BRIERLEY HILL.

Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Hodgetts and Gentlemen,

I beg to present my sixth Annual Report on the work of your
Public Health Department.

Once again the report is in an abbreviated form, in accordance
with the instructions of the Ministry of Health.

The health of the people has remained satisfactory throughout
the year, a fact which is particularly pleasing when it is remembered
that this the fifth year of the war.

The year was marked by an epidemic of diphtheria in the Pensnett
part of the area, but no other infectious disease gave very much
trouble. As will be seen from the figures in the body of the report,
the campaign for immunisation has made good progress during the
year, and further proof has been obtained of the value of the procedure.

The birth rate, after a remarkable rise last year, has risen still
further and is now higher than at any time since the district was
formed. It may be that this rise is of a temporary character.


















SECTION B.

GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE
AREA.

Public Officers of the Local Authority.
Changes in staff are referred to briefly on page 4.
Laboratory Facilities.

Pathological and bacteriological specimens are sent to the County
Laboratory at Stafford. No charge is made by this Laboratory for
the examination of these specimens.

Advantage is taken of these facilities by the general practitioners
of the town and by this Department.

Ambulance Facilities.

The Ambulance Service is run in conjunction with the Civil Defence
Ambulance Service. One ambulance and one car are provided by
the Local Authority.

During the year the following work was carried out :—

Mileage b A4 L i 18,889
Accidents i i i i 91
Emergency calls D o " 302
Non-emergency calls i s 935
Treatment cases s e i 674

Post Mortem Room.

12 bodies were brought to the Post Mortem Room during the year.
In the case of 5 of them death was due to natural causes. 4 were
cases of accidental death. In 2 cases death was due to suicide, and in
1 to misadventure. None was of an infectious nature. The average

length of stay was 44 days.

Nursing in the Home.

Five Nursing Associations at present operate in the district.
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(3) Sanatoria.

The male sanatorium is at Prestwood, and the sanatoria for women
are at Yarnfield (near Stone), Groundslow and Kinver. Cases of
surgical tuberculosis are treated at Standon Hall and The Woodlands,
and there is a special sanatorium for children at Himley.

(4) Orthopzedic.

The County have provided for the specialist treatment of these
cases in special clinics and they are referred to hospital if they require
in-patient treatment.

(5) Wordsley Emergency Hospital.

This hospital is maintained by the County Council as a Grade I.
Emergency Hospital. It takes patients referred by the Public
Assistance Committee.

(6) Other.
There are no other provided hospitals, but the following general
hospitals are within easy reach of the Urban District :—

Corbett Hospital, Amblecote.
Guest Hospital, Dudley.

There are also the hospitals of Birmingham and Wolverhampton,
all of which are within easy reach of the district.

Midwifery and Maternity Services.

There are 9 registered midwives practising in the area ; 8 of these
are whole-time salaried midwives employed by Nursing Associations
under arrangements made by the County Council as a result of the

Midwives' Act, 1936.

Maternity and Nursing Homes.

The maternity block at Wordsley Emergency Hospital, which was
closed at the outbreak of war, was re-opened by the County Council
with eight beds during the year.

SECTION C.
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water Supply.
The district is served by two Companies. The Stourbridge and
District Water Board supply 1,725 houses at Wordsley, the major
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Tables showing percentage of pathological conditions en-
countered in the course of meat inspection.

PIGS.
Tuberculosis ’ : 109,
Pleurisy and Pneumonia 6%
Peritonitis = 294
Pericarditis .. 2%
Hydronephrosis 2%
Cirrhosis 0-59%
Congestion Y i.‘.l -59¢
Hydatid Cyst 0-59%
Fatty Infiltration 0-039,
Pyaemia 0-039;
Fascioliasis [ 0-3
Swine Erysipelas 0-019
Muelleriasis 0-019,
Fractures 0-01
Ascarides 0-:01%
Rachtitis 0-019%,
Paratyphoid 0-003%,
Nephritis 00019,
Oedema 0-0019;
Cavernous Angioma 0-0019
Endocarditis .. 0-0019,
Fevered Flesh 0-0019,
Empyaema 0-001
Hernia .. 0-0019,
DECDmpDSltH}TI 0-0019
Died in Transit 0-059
Died in Lairage 0-0019,
CALVES.

Tuberculosis 0-39;
Pyaemia : 0-19%
Pleurisy and Pneumnnm 0-19,
Peritonitis 0-069,
Arthritis 0-029;
Empyaema 0-02%
Melanosis 0-029;,
Decomposition 0-029%,
Emaciation 0-029;
Jaundice 0-029;,
Died in Transit 0-029
Died in Lairage 0-029;

|
W

SHEEP.

Muelleriasis 269%,
Fascioliasis .. 7%
Hydatid Cysts . 49,
Pleurisy and Pneumonia 1%
Arthritis =i 0-069,
Pyaemia 0-0689,
Bruising 0-029;
Peritonitis 0-029,
Oedema 0-02%,
Pericarditis 0-029,
Decomposition 0:029;
Jaundice 0-019

Empyaema 0-0089;,
Fractures 0-0049,
Bacterial Necrosis 0-004 9,
Fevered Flesh 0-0049,
Died in Transit 0-004 9,

CATTLE.

Tuberculosis 189%,
Mastitis 129
Fascioliasis i 159%,
Hydatid Cysts 8O,
Pleurisy and Pneumonia 6%
Cavernous Angioma .. 2%
Peritonitis 190
Emaciation and Oedema 0-7%
Gastritis : 0-792
Bacterial Necrosis 0-69
Actinomycosis . 0-49;
Bruising 0-49;
Pyaemia : 0-39%,
*’Lctmuba.c:lllmla 0-19%,
Congestion 0-19,
Nephritis - 0-19,
Hydronephrosis 0-19;,
Fractures 0-079,
Johne’s Disease 0-019
Cirrhosis 0-019;,
Enteritis 0-019,
Lipomata 0-019,
Papillomata 0-019;
Fibromata 0-019;
Died in Transit 0-019;
Died in Lairage 0019,
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Messrs. R. Pierce and A. Round very kindly designed and painted
a most satisfactory indicator board for the front of the Town Hall,
in which a moving shell from a gun shows on a scale the percentage of
children immunised in the town. It has done a great deal to arouse
public interest in the campaign.
Under 5 5to 15
years. years. Total

Number of children immunised during 1943 914 728 1,642

At 31st Dec., 19428 At 315t Dec., 1943

Under5 5 to 15 [ UnderS|{ 5 to 15

years years years | years

Eslimated population of children .| 3614 7364 3789 | 7060
Estimated percentage of child popula-
tion who had received complete

course of immunisation £ ..} 3717 67-9 45-4 83-9

The above table shows that progress has been made during the
year in the protection of children in both age groups. The saturation
point has probably been reached in the school population, and it is
unlikely that there will be any further increase in the percentage
immunised, but a great deal of work remains to be done with the
children under five years of age.

Scarlet Fever.

169 notifications were received during the year, giving a rate of
3-80 per 1,000 of the population.

Erysipelas.
15 cases were notified during the year, giving a rate of 0-33.

Pneumonia.
52 cases were notified, giving a rate of 1:16.

Puerperal Pyrexia.
10 cases were notified, giving a rate per 1,000 total births of 10-71.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.
4 cases were notified, giving a rate of 0-09 per 1,000 total births.

Whooping Cough.
145 cases were notified, giving a rate of 3-25.
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In addition the following Civil Defence duties are undertaken:
Transport, Ambulances, Decontamination.

During the year, Mr. Crawford, one of the District Inspectors,
took up another appointment and the position has remained vacant
due to the fact that no suitable applicants applied for the position
at the salary advertised.

Total number of inspections made during the year were :—

Inspections .. i s 9,987

Re-inspections o e 4,833
Preliminary notices served during the year .. 2 B 288
Statutory Notices served .. s . bl o 64

Legal Proceedings.

During the year the following proceedings were taken :

1. Obstructing Sampling Officer, Section 78 (1) Food and Drugs
Act, 1938. Defendant fined £5-0-0 and ordered to pay £3-3-0

costs.

2. Failing to supply information to Sampling Officer, Food and
Drugs Act, 1938, Section 78 (3). Fined £5-0-0.

3. Nuisance Order applied for under Section 93, Public Health Act,
1936. Order made and ordered to pay costs totalling £2-14-6.

4. Nuisance order applied for under Section 93, Public Health Act,
1936. Case withdrawn on payment of costs. Owner signed an
agreement for the Local Authority to carry out the repairs.
Work completed at a cost of £190-18-6.

Complaints.

372 complaints were recorded against 394 for 1942. 249 related
to stoppages in drain pipes. The complaints relating to drain stoppages
were dealt with immediately by the Department, a workman being
sent to the property to relieve the nuisance.

123 of the complaints related to housing conditions, etc., all of
which were investigated and where necessary action taken.

Infectious Disease Prevention.

255 visits were made to cases of Infectious Disease and 316 houses
were disinfected.
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A test has been made on 1,477 houses out of a total of 3,867
owned by this Authority and it has been found that there are 372
houses occupied by two families, practically the whole of these being

young married people.

ThereTare™stillfa number of cases in” Council houses” with¥large
families where wages are still not high and it is hard to see how these
people can do justice to their young families. One thing that always
mystifies me is why people with large families should be penalised by
being forced to pay large rents. My view is, that rents of all sub-
sidised houses should be the same, there would then be no hardship
in accommodating people with young growing families in houses
sufficient for their requirements at a rental they can afford to pay
and at a time when their needs are greatest.

HOUSING ACT, 1936.

Section 9.

Notices were served in respect of eight houses and the Council
carried out the work in default at a total cost of £115-10-0.

Section 11.

An undertaking was accepted in respect of 76, Campbell Street,
Brockmoor, that the house should not be used for human habitation.
The house has since been vacated and demolished. _

The following houses on which Demolition Orders were operative
and which were void have all been temporarily repaired under the
Defence Regulations, and are now occupied by persons evacuated to
this area :

13, 14, Kinver Street, Wordsley.
43, The Green, Wordsley.

8, Chapel Street, Wordsley.

5a, High Street, Pensnett.

71, Coppice Lane,”Quarry Bank.
175, 176, Brettell Lane, Wordsley.
7, Cottage Lane, Brockmoor.

10, Cottage Street, Kingswinford.
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Some difficulty was experienced during the year in obtaining ash
receptacles where the existing ones; worn out and eventually the
Council decided to assist Owners by providing the bins and charging
the cost to them. In all 472 bins were provided. Unfortunately a
considerable number of these were of the black japanned type of light
gauge. These are most unsatisfactory — the life of the majority of
these will not exceed two years.

The Public Health Act, 1936, empowers Local Authorities to
provide and maintain ash receptacles at an annual charge not exceed-
ing 2/6 per bin. By taking advantage of this Local Authorities can
obtain uniformity of type and quality of ash receptacles, and I hope
that as soon as hostilities cease your Council will agree to adopt such
a scheme for their area.

SALVAGE.

The total amount of materials salvaged and returned to industry
was 1,162 tons, equal to 58 lbs. per head of the population, against
1,263 tons for 1942. Income being £4,677 against £5,201.

There was a decrease in paper collected of 50 tons and tins also
showed a decrease over the previous year. Against this kitchen
waste increased by 70 tons.

The following are the weights of the materials salvaged during
the twelve months, 1st April, 1943, to 31st March, 1944.

Tons
Paper .. s L5 " A e i 3094
Tins L e Y e i o = 1744
Metal .. i o s e o o 37
Broken Glass .. 2k L = o L 103
Condemned Meat 5 s i s o 14
Household Bones o o o by L5 14
Textiles o o i o i 3, 34
Bottles .. e - I s i - 30
Kitchen Waste s s i i — 4004
Rubber e o i o . e 11
Batteries o -3 o pa b e 11

1,162

The statement of income and expenditure below has been prepared
by the Treasurer and shows a surplus of £413 which is, in my view,
extremely satisfactory especially when one considers that the pro-
vision of a weighbridge and building costing approximately £300 has
been paid for out of income. Further, the haulage cost charged in












