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BRIERLEY HILL URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

For the Year Ending 31st December, 1938.

To the Chatrman and Members of the
Urban District Council of Brierley Hill.

Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Hodgetts, and Gentlemen,

I have the honouvr to presént to you the Annual Report on
the work of vour Public Health “t"l_'i-.lrt]"ﬂl.llt for the year 1938.
This Report is drawn up in accordance with the scheme indicated
in Circular 1928 of the Ministry of Health.

The health of the people in the area continues to be satisfactory.
The birth rate shows a slight fall, but is above that for England
and Wales as a whole. The birth rate generally has shown a
tendency to fall for some years now, not unh in this country, but
in most of the civilised states of the world. It may be ]Jll’th due
to the fact that the proportion of elderly people is increasing in
the population.

The death rate has also fallen from last year’s figure, due
chiefly to a decrease in deaths from influenza, and in deaths of
young children. The principal causes of death were again cir-
culatory and respiratur}f disease, and cancer.

It is very gratifying to see that the Infantile Mortality Rate
has fallen from 70.90 last year to the low figure of 49.29. If we
analyse the figures further, we find that much of this decrease is
due to a fall in neo-natal mortality. It is suggestive that this
should have occurred in the first full year in which the Midwives’
Act has been in operation.
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SECTION B.

GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVIGCES FOR THE
AREA.

Public Health Officers of the Local Authority.

The Medical Officer of Health is also Assistant County Medical
Officer of Health for the County of Stafford and his time 1s divided
between the two Authorities. This enables the area to have the
services of a full-time officer as his work for the County is also in
the area.

He is responsible for the general supervision of the work of the
Health Department. As a County official he is also responsible
for the School Medical work and the Maternity and Child Welfare
work at Quarry Bank.

Dr. Machlachlan and Dr. Fry are responsible for the School
Medical work and Maternity and Child Welfare work in the rest
of the area. Dr. Armsby is the ante-natal officer for the area

The Chief Sanitary Inspector also acts as Cleansing Super-
intendent and is in charge of the administration of the Shops
Acts. There are three additional Sanitary Inspectors, one of
whom is entirely engaged in the supervision of the Council houses.
They are all qualified as meat and food inspectors in addition to
their sanitary inspectors’ qualifications. There is also one un-
qualified assistant Sanitary Inspector. There are three clerks.

Two Veterinary Officers are employed by the Council.

Under the Staffordshire County Council are eight Health
Visitors (six whole time) who are allocated to the Brierley Hill
Urban District. The co-operation of these ladies is assured
through the Medical Officer of Health who is in constant touch
with them.

Staff Changes.
The appointment of Dr. A. E. Thalau as temporary Veterinary
Officer ceased on the 15th September, 1938,

Mr. A. H. Taylor was appointed in January, 1938 as additional
Sanitary Inspector in place of Mr. L. H. Vale, who resigned his
~ appointment.
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HOSPITALS.

Hospitals provided or subsidised by the Local Authority or by
the County Council.

(1) Isolation Hospital, Stallings Lane.

The hospital is maintained by the Council for the isolation and
treatment of cases of infectious disease.

Accommodation is provided for 32 patients, but it is limited
to four Wards—male and female Scarlet Fever Wards, and male
and female Diphtheria Wards, and according to the latest standards
the hospital i1s overcrowded when there are 32 patients.

We are unable to take complicated cases of Measles or
Whooping Cough, and cases of Pneumonia and Enteric Fever cannot
be accommodated.

The staff consists of the Medical Superintendent, whose
duties are performed by the Medical Officer of Health, the Matron,
Staff Nurse, four Assistant Nurses, two Maids, Ambulance Driver-
(Gardener, and two Laundresses (part-time).

144 patients were admitted during the year, 36 patients werc
cases of Scarlet Fever, and 108 cases of Diphtheria. 74 werc
outside cases which were admitted at the request of neighbouring
Local Authorities—of these 21 were Scarlet Fever and 53 Diph-
thena.

It has been the policy of this Council to admit as many outside
cases as the capacity of the hospital would allow. We realise
the difficulties of neighbouring Authorities who have no hospital
and try to accommodate them as far as possible. It will be noted
that the number of outside cases has steadily gone up during the
last five years since the new Brierley Hill Council was constituted.
As no hospital is provided by outside Authorities, it is usually
only the worst cases that are admitted from this source.

There were six deaths in this hospital during the vear, five of
which were normally resident outside the district. These deaths
all oceurred in children who were suffering from a grave form of
Diphtheria, and in whom it was usually found that early medical
advice bad not been sought. One case died within fifteen minutes
of admission and four cases within ten days. The remaining case
died 43 days after admission. This case was complicated by
Pharyngeal Paralysis, :
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Drainage and Sewage Disposal.

The sewage from the Quarry Bank area (population 8,500}
is dealt with by the Upper Stour Valley Main Drainage Board.
The remaining part of the Urban District (population 37,500) is
treated at the Round Hill Sewage Farm, which is situated at
Whittington. The land at this farm is particularly suitable for
broad irrigation and this is the method adopted.

There are no sewage disposal works in the district.

Round Hill Farm.

. This farm is 250 acres in extent. Of the area covered, 162
acres are laid out with distributing carriers and provided with
sub-soil drainage, and the farm is capable of dealing with a popu-
lation of 37,500. This figure 1s based on a water consumption of
21 gallons per head.

The Council have work in progress which will provide for
sewage up to three times the dry weather flow to be pumped to
the irrigation area, and storm water from three to six times the
dry weather flow to be stored in tanks at the site of the present
pumping stations at Heathbrook and Wordsley. Sub-soil drainage
with distributing carriers over the remaining 80 acres of the
Round Hill Farm is also being provided and will allow for a popula-
tion of 45,000 working on the same basis of 21 gallons per head.
This estimate of 21 gallons per head is low according to present
day standards.

During the year work on the provision of a storm water
sewer from Buckpool to Wordsley and a storm water sewer in the
Bromley area was commenced.

Sufficient sewers are being provided at Birch Coppice to
connect all the remaining houses in that area.

Rivers and Streams.

I understand the County Council have in hand the question of
trade waste pollution which is taking place from neighbouring
works into the Stour and a tributary of the Stour in the region of
Mears Coppice.

Public Cleansing.

The collection and disposal of house refuse is dealt with
thoroughly in the Sanitary Inspector’s section of this report.
There have been no complaints from residents in the proximity of
the tips.


















Meat and Other Foods.

This work is carried out by the Sanitary Inspectors who
are qualified inspectors of meat and foods. The details of the
inspections made and the weight of meat destroyed during the year
will be found in the report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

There are 11 licensed and 9 registered slaughterhouses in
the district.

There is a large meat factory in the district and the Council
employ two qualified veterinary surgeons to inspect the meat at
this factory. During the past two years there has been a tem-
porary additional veterinary officer appointed to cope with the
increasing work.

The Report of the Chief Veterinary Officer 1s appended
below.

I beg to submit a report on the work performed by the
- Veterinary Surgeons during the year 1938.

There was a decrease in the number of animals handled, but
the percentage of diseases found remains fairly constant year by
year, and although a mass attack upon bovine tuberculosis 1s
going on throughout the country, this 1s as yet not reflected in the
case of animals other than cattle. About one-half of the diseases
encountered are under the heading of * Tuberculosis.”

In addition to meat inspection, various other veterinary
duties were carried out, such as tuberculin testing, work under
the Diseases of Animals Acts, blood sampling, etc., and collaboration
with research institutions. The examination of food products
for export increased during the year, and a list of the countries
importing these Brierley Hill products is shown in this report.

The total percentage of meat condemned was :—

Carcases ... e 294 Stomachs ey Al
Heads ... L Spleens ... T
Lungs ... S L Kidneys e L
Hearts ... S Intestines i B2
Livers ... e 1095 Other parts S { P
Percentage of diseases encountered :—

All animals 230

Cattle ... 0.29,

Sheep 0.89,

Lt 239

The above percentages include diseases both localised and
g eneralised.




























































HEALTH PROPAGANDA.

This has been pursued steadily throughout the year, but no
Health Week has been held. [ have spoken at various public
meetings, and the points raised have included’ Diet, Diphtheria
Immunization, and the regular use of Clinics, etc.

The Brierley Hill Urban District Council have recently
purchased a film from the Birmingham Corporation entitled
“ Growing to Health and Happiness.” This film shows normal
healthy children in the Welfare Centre, the nursery school and the
elementary schools. It then shows paralysed children and children
suffering from the after-effects of Diphtheria.

Arrangements have been made for it to be shown at various
Picture Houses throughout the district during the coming vear.

I give the following information about the South Staffordshire
and North Worcestershire Public Medical Service, as 1 consider it
of great importance :—

The South Staffordshire and North Worcestershire Public
Medical Service is a method whereby persons can insure the
attendance of their own doctor in the case of illness, by means
of a fixed weekly or fortnightly contribution. This has been
effected by the medical practitioners in the area banding together
to arrange for such treatment and collection of subscriptions.

The provision of such treatment is for those persons who are
unable to pay the ordinary medical charges. The cost of sub-
scription is threepence per week per person (under 50 years of
age at the time of entry into the service) with a maximum
weekly subscription of one shilling no matter how large the
family. For persons over 50 years of age at the time of entry
into the service the subscription is sixpence per week.

The local service which was inaugurated in January, 1936,
covers Stourbridge, Lye, Brierley Hill, Brockmoor, Pensnett,
Kingswinford, Wallheath and Dudley. The membership, which
is steadily increasing, now stands at 7,500 subscribers and the
service has 32 medical practitioners on the books.

Public Medical Services are in operation in the majority
of the larger towns in the country and have proved to have
filled in a gap in Medical Service which has long been overdue,
and are beginning to play an important part in the Health Services
of the nation, and one that will become more and more useful
as its activities become more widely known.
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Sanitary Improvements Carried Out as a Result of Inspections
made and Notices Served. (Work actually carried out).

Dwelling-houses.

Houses demolished 435
Roofs repaired ... 297
House brickwork re- pmnta,{l 230
(zables cement rendered ... 10
Gables tarred ... 8
Chimney stacks re-built ... 26
Chimney Stacks re-pointed 182
Defective brickwork of walls rebuilt 16
Dangerous walls rebuilt or repaired 7
Rainwater Spouting repaired or renewed ... 203
Vertical damp-proof courses provided 100
Honzontal damp-proof courses provided ... 22
Walls and Ceilings: plasterwork

repaired or renewed 588
Walls and Ceilings cleansed 904
New Ceilings constructed ... 87
New Firegrates provided 111
Firegrates repaired 107
New Doors provided 32
Doors and Door Frames repaired ... 108
New Door Sills provided ... 34
Locks and Keys provided 32
Latches provided 42
Door Steps repaired or renewed ... 9
New Windows provided ... 77
Windows repaired 459
Sash Cords renewed 329
Top sashes of windows hung 87
Window Fasteners provided 187
Windows made to open ... . 77
New Window Casements prov ided . 60
Light and ventilation provided to bedrooms 21
Ventilation provided to living rooms 7
Quarry Floors repaired or renewed 145
Living rooms floors repaired or renewed 66
Bedroom floors repaired or renewed 102
Skirting Boards provided or repaired 154
Bathrooms provided b
Bedrooms partitioned off ... 3
New Stairs provided 12
Stairs repaired ... 81
Hand-Rails on stairs prov ided or n:-palred 170

New light provided on stairs ]
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New lids provided to washing boilers
Washing furnaces provided or repaired
Brickwork of washing boilers repaired
Old baking ovens demolished .
Permanent means of ventilation provided
Sink waste pipes repaired or renewed
Gully traps provided

New water closets provided

W.C. brickwork repaired or rcpn1ntn:d
W.C. roofs repaired ‘e

W.C. floors repaired or renewed

W.C. doors repaired

Leaking W.C. joints repaired i

W.C. flushing cisterns repaired or renewed

W.C. pans provided

W.C. seats renewed : :

Brickwork and woodwork removed from W.C. pan

New chain pulls to flushing cisterns

W.C. ceilings reconstructed

W.C. windows provided or renewed

W.C. ventilation provided

Water supply provided to W.C.

Rainwater spuutmg provided or rep‘ilred 1o wash—
houses and W.C.’s

Rainwater cisterns repaired
Rainwater cisterns filled in

W.C."s limewashed

Coal stores provided

Coal stores repaired

New doors provided to coal stores
Privy middens demolished -
Slop closets converted to water CiObLtH
Pan closets converted to water closets
Low pressure hot water systems provided
Yards paved or paving repaired

Yard gates provided

Entries limewashed ;

Entry ceiling plaster repatred
Entries paved :

Dilapidated Gutbuﬂdmgs {lemn!lahﬂl
Ashpits demolished ¥
Ashbins provided i

Water taps removed from yards
Dirty W.C. pans—tenant’s neglect
Dirty yards—tenant’s neglect
Miscellaneous

14
26
25
24

34
20
104
41
25
31
13
20

218

47
24

8
a8
29

321

L0
18
27
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During 1938 the following number of unfit houses were dealt
with under the Housing Act :—

Section 11—Demolition Orders 146
Section 12—Closing Orders 6
Sections 9 to 12—Undertakings 36

making a total of 188 houses on which orders or undertakings were
made and became operative.

Appeals against three demolition orders were made by one
owner, these were dismissed by the County Court ]I.ldj';:i‘ whao
confirmed the orders,

In addition the following Clearance Areas were declared by
yvour Council :—

Houses
Parkes Street, Brierley Hill, Clearance Area No. 23 12
Bank Street, Brierley Hill, Clearance Area No. 25 4
Audnam, Wordsley, Clearance Area No. 26 ... (i1
West Street, Quarry Bank, Clearance Area No. 27 : 5
Level Street, Brierley H:ll Compulsory Purchase (erer
No. 28 11
Level Street, Brleriey Hill, L:Jmpulsc-rv Purchase Order
No. 29 17
Level Street, Bnerlev Hill, [nmpulsnr}r Purchase Orcler
No. 30 5
Wallows Street, Bru::kmuur '[t:nn;:ill]s.lcnr],r Purchase Order
No. 31 26
Stour Hill, Quarry Bank Clearance Area No. 32 d!
Stour Hill, Quarry Bank, Clearance Area No. 33 }
Church Street, Pensnett, C.P O. No. 34 15
Church Street, Pensnett, C.P.O. No. 35 14
Church Street, Pensnett, C.P.0O. No. 36 4
Church Street, Pensnett, C.P.O. No. 37 4
Total iy 1

making a total of 293 houses represented as being unfit either in
areas or individual unfits and action completed by the end of the
year under review.

At the amalgamation of the three Authorities in April, 1934,
the combined slum clearance proposals was 687. This number
was increased to 1,404 in 1936 and in 1937 to 2,100. At the end
of this year 1,882 unfit houses had been dealt with either by
clearance areas, demolition, closing orders or undertakings, leaving
218 houses still requiring action. At the end of the year there
were 210 tenants in houses on which orders were operative for
whom no re-housing provisions had been made. j
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LIST OF HOUSES ON WHICH DEMOLITION ORDERS WERE

MADE.
Date of !
Houses, Order. Dc'cupant 5.
93, 04, 96, High Street, Quarry Bank s 4/1/38 5
37, 39, Delph Road, Brierley Hill .| 14/1/38 3
11, 13, Bank Street, Brierley Hill - a 1
73, Delph Lane, Brierley Hill @
7 H' 15, Bank Street, Brierley Hill | =
3, Shut End, Pensnett - 2
15, Smithy Lane, Pensnett 4
7, 8, 9, 10, Sun Street, Quarry Bank a8
148, 1449, High Street, Quarry Bank g 4
&b, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, Maughan Street, Quarry Bank 17
7. Dunn sl’aank '.’,,]ua,rr Bank i 3
8, Dunn's Bank, Quarry Bank fi
1, Talbot's Lane, Quarry Bank ... 1
30, Mount Pleasant, Quarry Bank 8/ H'*IB 2
37, New Street, (Juarry Bank ]H..}“iS 3
68, New Street, Quarry Bank 3
116, 117, New 5treet, Quarry Bank 11
24, High Oak, Pensnett ... . 5
141, 141a, Bromley, Pensnett 244 i 1)
B4, 86, Swan Street, Pensnett _ !
23, High Oak, Pensnett ... 3
s, Dl.ldlﬂ"ji’ Street, Brierley Hill ... 5 5
1, “A" Court, Parkes Street, Brler]ey Hill . 8/3/38 h
1, 1b, Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill . ; 4
laJ Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill 3
70, 71, 72, Buckpool, Wordsley . o 0
22a, Brierley Hill Road, Wordsley.. L 5
42, Brierley Hill Road, Wordsley ... o 4
34, Caledoma, Cluarry Bank : e [
ll{l 111, High Street, Quarry Bank 2 (i
Hﬁ,‘ﬂ? New Street, Quarry Bank ... ...| B/4/38 (0
80, Coppice Lane, Quarry Bank ... e , 3
10, Sun Street, Brockmoor . £
81, 83, New Street, Brierley Hill ... b - 0
68, 70, 72, New Street, Brierley Hill ) i
28, 29, 30, 31, High Street, Wordsley | B/5/38 13
79, 80, Maughan Street, Quarry Bank 3/6/38 i
18, 19, Bell Street, Pensnett 2 £ . X
4, Bradley Street, Pensnett .| 5/7/38 5
The Bungalow, Stour Hill, '.’,Huarry Bank ... i 2
112, 114, Fenton Street, Bncrley Hill 2 - t
4, Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill . L 2
7. 9, Black Horse Lane, Bnerlcg, H:I] =3 13
58, 59, New Street, Quarry Bank ... = N
62, Commonside, Pensnett e [}
31, Caledonia, Quarry Bank - | 4
i4, 65, Church Street, Pensnett ... 3/6/38 | +
66, 67, Church Street, Pensnett ... e 9
44, 45, 46, 47, Sun Street, Brockmoor s 18/7/38 | 14
84, 85, 86, New Street, Quarry Bank 2/9/38 22

28, Stour Hill, lerr},r Bank ,, f i
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Sanitary Accommodation.
The sanitary accommodation at the 31st March, 1939, was as
follows :—

SANITARY ACCOMMODATION, 1938-9.

| Ashpits
and Dry | Cess-
Tistrict W.C.'s Bins Fans Privies | Ashpits | pools
Quarry 'ank .| 2351 2461 4 | 89 . 8
|
Brierley Hill ... .| 3602 2453 73 g8 |- B % B
Kingswinford ... 6GE8Y G626 23 32 | 23 | 40
ER L e e i I o - i ——
Totals . 12762 12540 LMD | 159 24 a3

Public Conveniences.

The cleansing of all public conveniences is carried out by
this department. The sum of f13 17s. 9d. has been collected
during the year.

Additional accommodation for both sexes 1s now in course of
erection at two places, and additional sites are being secured in
other parts of the area.

All conveniences are cleansed daily, and some twice daily.

Shops Acts.
There are 736 shops on the register.
The occupiers of 15 of these were warned re infringements.

Many improvements of the premises have taken place, as will
be seen by referring to page 62 of the report.

CANAL BOATS.
Number of canal boats inspected during the year ... 1
Number of canal boats on the register 3
Registered during the year Nil

One boat worked by man and one boy.

PETROLEUM ACT.

There are 104 licensed premises to store pertoleum spirit in
the area, thl:? total amount licensed being 89,274 gallons. License
fees amounting to £6]1 5s. Od. were received.

In addition 4 licences to store Calcium Carbide were issued ;
Total amount, 6,944 lbs. ; License Fees, {1 15s. 0Od.












