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SUMARY OF STATISTT

T
"
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QELERAL STATIZTIC

Area (acres)

Population (Census 1951)

Fopulation (Registrar General's estimste 1965)
Mo, of inhabited houses on 3lat December, 1965

Ratesble walue on 31st December, 1965 £590,0

Sum represented by ld. rate on 3lst December, 1965 £2167.04
Sxtracts from VITAL STATISIICS for the year 1965

Live RBirthas Male Female Total
Legitimate 201 201 Loz
Illegitimate s I S ) fobr 47
2y 213 Lel

Live Birth Rate per 1,000 popula.ion 17.
Illegitimate live births per cent of total live births s
8tillbirths J
8tillbirth rate per 1,000 total live and still births €
Total live and still births L3
Infant Deaths (deaths of infants under one year of age) 8
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births - totsl 18,
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births - legitimate 19.%
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births = illegitimate Hi
Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under L4 weeks per 1,000

total live births) 16,
Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 1 week per

1000 total live births) 11, ]
Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under

1 week combined per 1,000 total live and still births) 16,14

Maternal Mortality (including sbortion) i
Maternsl Mortality Rate per 1,000 live and still births R
Deaths
Total number of deaths 4
Death rate per 1,000 population Gat




3irths

After allowing for inward and outward transfers the
Registrar General's figures show that there were L27 births
(214 boys and 213 girls) in the Fural District during 13963,
seing LI births fewsr than in 1964. Of these births 25 were
jllegitimate. This is 5,85% of the total live births, as
compared with L.03% in 196U,

The birth rate of any area is dependent upon the composition
5f the population in that aresa. Cbviously a population with a
nigh proporation of persons of child bearing age will have more
sirths per 1,000 of the population than an area with an unduly
large number of people in the older ags groups. To enable the
birth rates of different arcas to be compared, the Registrar
Jeneral provides a comparability factor Tor each Loeal
Anthority ares, which renders the birth rate of each area
comparable with that of a district the population of which is
of standard age and sex distribution. The birth rate for the
Rural District adjusted in this mamner is inereased from 17.64
to 18.54 per 1,000 of the population. The birth rate
for England and iiales was 18.00.

Rirth rates for the Rural Distriet and for ingland and
liales for the pest five years were as follows:-

o i —
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1961 1962 1963 1964 1965

- e —

R e ———

Crude Birth Rate 18.54 | 17.64] =20.10] 19.81| 17.64
| Standardised Birth Rate 20,02 | 18.16] 21.10| 20.80 | 18.54
England and Wales 17k 16,0 18.2 | 18.4 18,0

Deaths

The number of deaths registered in the Rural District
during 1965 was 104. Of these & were deaths of nen-residents
and were transferred to the distriect in which the persons
grdinarily resided. There were, on the other hand 131 deaths
of Fural District residents registered outside the Diatrict.
(84 at Taunton hospitals snd 47 elsewhere). The total corrected
mumber of deaths assigned to the Districl was J2i (150 males
and 93 females). This was L9 less than the previous year and
4ave a crude death rate of 9.21 per 1,000 of the population.

The eruds death rate cannot be used to compare the
mortality with that of other districts, as the populations of
all sreas sre not similarly constituted as regards age and
sex distribution., The Registrar General thercfore supplies an
"Ares Comparability FPactor" and the crude death rate multiplied
by this figare can then be compared with that of the country as
a whole, or of any other local ared. The corrected death rate
g0 cbtained was 9.02 per 1,000 of the population, and this is
compared with 11,5 for England and liales.



Death rates for the Distriet and for England and YWales
the past five years were &g follows:=

O — i ——— S S S sy T U e
E=i

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965

Crude Death Rate 11,66 | 10.62 | 12,80 11,Li| 9.21
Siandardised Death Rate 10,72 ; 10,41 12.67 | 11.32| 9.02
England and Wales 12.0 11,9 12,2 11.3 | 11.5

Sl RN O SN | e S AR | [ttt il ¢ L~

Qf 223 deaths, 123 occurred in people over the sge of ?q
years. 63 occurred in people in the productive age zroups 15 to
6l years, and the following table gives the details of deaths
in this age group:-

15-24 | 25=-34) 35-LL4] L5-54] 55-64 [Total
Malignant neoplasm stomach 1 1
Malignant neoplasm of lung
bronchus 1 6 7
Malignant neoplasm of breast 1 1 2
Malignant neoplasm of uterus 1 1 |
Other malignant and
lymphatic neoplasms 1 L 5
Leukaemias Aleukaemia 1 1
Vascular lezions of the
nervous system 1 1 5 7
Coronary discase and angina 1 1 3 9 4
Other heart discase 1 2 6 g
Other circulatory disease 2 2
Pricumonisa 1 1
BEronchitis i 2 3
Uleer of stomach and daodernuam 1 1
Other defined and ill-defined
diseases i 2 2 5
Motor vehicle accidents L 3
All other accidents
Suicide
Homicide and operations of
war 1 1
PR A RNt (O Er! | e Lo i i i
Totals 3 Yy 3 12 Tyl 63 l
b e S R4 § 3§ 5 F F et e T T R b+ -t s it = =EE
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Cancer Mortality.

The nuanber of deaths from cancer of Ruaral Distriet residents
wag 51, (males 29, females 22) They constitute 22.9% of the total
deaths during the year.

The following table shows the localisation of the disease
in the 51 cases:-

Mumber of Deaths
Male | Pemale | Total 196l
e R ] ol 0 ) P RO
Stomach 2 2 Iy L
Lung, Bronchus 13 1 14 11
Breast - 3 3
Uterus - 2 2 1
Other and unspecified organs 1L 1L 28 %0
Total 29 22 51 51

In the report for last year reference was made to
the need for a comprehensive scheme to provide for the examination
of routine tests with a view to preventing cancer 6f the womb.
It is understood that sufficient trained stoeff are now available
to underteke the work of examining cervicel smears and it is to be
hoped that soon the excmination of these amears will be availeble
to all women who desire it.



Cancer of the Lungs.

S M 5

The azes at which death oecurred in the last four yea
combined is dctailed in the following taeble:-

Under Over
Year 15 15=-24L 25=3L 35=Ll L5=-54 | 55-6L| 65 Totg
1962 1 3 L 1 9l
1963 L 2 5 9
1964 d - L 6 1X
1965 1 & 7 14
2 5 17 19 L3

8 Infants under one year of age died during the year.
This gives an infantile mortality rate of 18,73 per 1000 of
all live births, while the corresponding rate for ingland and
Wales was 19,0

The following table shows the cause of the infant deathl

detail:-
Under |1 -L4|1 -6 |6 - 12 total
1 vweek | weeks months| months unde
1 ye
Coliform Meningitis 1 1
Congential Heart Disease 1 1
Pulmonary Haemorrhage 1
Hecnatsl Prneumconia 1
Atelectasis 2
Streptococecal Septicaemia 0
Proematurity 1
Total 6 i & - 1

Deaths from Heart Disease

Of the 223 deaths, heart disease caused roughly 1 in ¢
3 {males 42 femnles 31). It represented 32.7% of the total
deaths from all canses and wasg eguivalent to a death rate of
5.01 per 1,000 of the population,

Other Deathse

- —— &

Road aeccidents accounted for [ deaths.

=B




Cause of Death Id F | Total

All Causes 13d| 93| 233

s Tuberculosis of the respiratory system - - -

24 Other forms of tuberculosis = = -

3.« , Syphilitic dizease - - -

4. Diphtheria - - -

B Whooping Cough - - -

6 Meningococeal infections - - -

{+ Acute poliomyelitis - - -

8 Measles = - —

9« Other infective and parasitic discsases - - -

10, Melignant neoplaem of stomach 2 2 1
1, Malignant neoplasm of lung, bronchus 13 . 14
187 Malignant neoplasm of brcast - ] 3
15, Malignant neoplasm of uterus - 2 2
1, Other malignant eand lymphatic neoplanms 1Ly 14 28
15, Leukaemia, aleuksemia 1 - ik
16, Diabetes — - =
17 Vasculsr lesions of the nervous system 17 15 32
18, Coronary disease and angins 29 | 16 45
19. Hypertension with heart disease 3 - 3
20 Other heart disease 10 15 25
21. Other circulatory diseasce - 8 11
22, Influenza 1 - 1
23, Pneumonia 5 1 &
2. Eronchitis 6 2 8
255 OtlLer diseases of the respiratory system 1 - i
26. Uleer of stomach and ducdenum 3 2 5
27« BGastritis, enteritis end diarrhoes 1 - 1
28. Nephritis end nephrosis - 1 1
29. Hyperplasia of prostate 1 = 1
30+ Preghncy, childbirth, abortion - - -
31. Congental malformations 1 - 1
324 Other defined and ill-defined diseases iy | 10 2L
33s  Motor vehicle accidents 3 1 L
Us Suicide 2 - 2
i3« Homicide and operations of wap = = -
36e  All other accidents - - -
e e D e PR TR _130_] 33 | _223



Population
| W
The estimated population of the Rural District as at
June 1965 was 24,200, which shows an increase of L4L30 on the

previous year. The natural increase in the population, that is
the excess of births over deaths, was 204

- T T “Natural
Year Population Increase Increase
1961 21,350 1,450 151
1962 22,500 550 158
1963 23,0L0 540 168
1964 23,770 730 199
1965 24,200 L30 20L

PREVALZNCE AND CONTJOL OVuR INFECTIOUS

AND GONTAGIOUS DISEASES

The following teble sets out the cases of notifiable
infectious diseases which were notified in the rural District
daring 1965. The table is drawn up after meking the necessary
amendments to the original notifications by either the
practitioners or the Medical Officer at the Isoletion Hospital,
owing to corrections in diagnosis.

Cages Notified
Scarlet Fever 26 8
Whooping Cough 7 15
ieasles 233 T2
Dysentry L z
Pneunonia 2 2
Puerperal
Fyrexia - -
Food Poisoning - 1
Zrysipelas 1 1
:::::::EEEE%='=H:==::::gzé===i=::=22=:===




lisasles.

233 cases were notified. Treatment by medern druge has done
mach to redece the severlity of the common complications of this
highly infectious diseass, MHNevertheisss deapite its triviality
measles consumes a considerable proporticn of doctors working
time in epidemic years, and for this reascon alone its prevention
would greatly help the Tfamily doctor. Also, considersble gquantities
of antitofies are prescribed in treating a great many ceses and
thus prevention would also effect a considerable economic saving.
At the present investigations into the efficiency of a new anti-measles
vaccine are being cerried out in different perts of the country and
it may well be that before very long a useful addition may be made to
the existing triple vaccine which protects children agalnst Dipitheris,
Whooping Cough and Tetanus.

Acute Poliomyelitis (Infantile Paralysis)

(a) Casesa: o ecases were notified.

(b) Poliomyelitis Vaccination

The following tebles show the number of persons who received
& course of vaccination.

Children born in the years.
1965 | 1964 | 19563 1962 | 1958-61 Others under Total
e el | ipns s Ceniif AR ETolb. 1 - |
Primary Ly | 268 a6 27 50 15 L70o
Reinforeing - = 1 - 320 Y 395
Total Ll | 268 67 27 370 89 B&s

Tuberculosis

4 respiratory and one non-respiratory cases of tuberculosis
were notified as compered with 3 respiratory cases in 196l.

Reapiratory lon-respiratory
Rurber of casea on the
Tuberculosis Register
at 31.12.6L, L6 6
Number of new cases
during the year L 1
funber of deaths during
the year -~ =



The wvery low inecidence of deaths due to tuberculosis was
maintained and reflects the efTicacy of modern treatment. A1l
new coases are thoroughly investigated and all known close conta
are invited to attend the Chest Clinie¢e for investipaticn.

The following teble shows the sex and age groups of ::aﬁea{
notified during the year:-

S e et o e
Under G5 & |Age |
Age 5 5/ {15/24 | 25/4k | U5/64 | _sor |unknown MT
(Pemede | = | = | 21 I T =1 =1 «

B.C.G, Veccination,

In order to reise the immunity of schocl leavers to
Tuberculosis, vaccination with B.C, &, vaccine was offered to
211l children between the ages of 13 end 14 years attending
schools in the Mid-Somerset Divisionzl area, 1,269 accepted
the offer and received a preliminary skin test, the "Heaf Test",
to determine whether they had, in fact, already experienced some
infeetion with Tuberculosis., 995 of these gave negative rssulis
and were wvaccinated with the B.C.G. Vaccine,

Food Foiscning

No casges of food poisoning were notified.




Diphtheria

No cases of diphtheria were notified during the year,
Children completed a course of immunisation and received T ster
injections against the disease as followa:-

P O TR LS T B S g o i S e T AT

e e mme— e

Primary
Booster

Children born in the wears i
196k 1963 L_lgﬁz 1958-61 Others L Total
129 22 22 10 26 5 116
& 62 115 3l 342 188 747

Tetanus Immanisation

- e

Tetanus immunisation is now combined with diphtheria
immanisatlion almost as a routine, and practically a1l infants
receiving primary immanisation and all school children receiving
booster injectlions are offered a combined vaccine.

The number of children who completed s full course of
primary immnisation in the year ended 31lst December, 1954 was
ag follows:-—-

1l

Children born in the z
1965 1964 1963 1962 1¢58-61 Others | Total
Primary 129 224 22 11 s 83 521
Booster & &2 115 3 343 190 750
Vaceination acainet Smallpox
The number of rccorded vaceinations was as follows:-

—_————— e - .--.[-- - ..--|-..-..----‘_-»-.—u..-._-.n-....__ e O il P el
0=3 |L=6 |7=9 |[1@=12| 1 2=l 5-15 Totals
mnths| mnths mnths| mnthg yead years| ycars

Primary 8| 20 5 10 118| 29 20 210
Re-vacc-
ination - 2 - = - o 1L 16



Pathological specimens are zent to the Laboratory at
Musgrove Park Hospital, which Torms part of the Public Fealth
Laboratory Bervice, Results of investigations ape available |
with the minimum of delay and there is good liaison between the §
laboratory personnel and the field workera in the Public Health
Department, |

Examinations carried out during the year included:-

Water Samples Lo
Ice Cream Samples 34
Food Samples 10

Hospitals

Hospitals in the area are administered by the Bouth Wes
Regional Hospital Board through the Bridgwater Area Management
Gmﬂ“ittﬂﬂt

The hespitals are:-

Bridgzwater General Hospital 72 beds
Mary 3tanley Nursing Home 31 beds
Northgate Hospital 60 beds

Cases of infectious diseases needing hospital treatment,
isolation, are admitted to Taunton Isolation Hospital.

The Rural District Cofinecil, in conjunction with the
Bridgwater Borough Council, have continued their efforta to
secure improved hospital facilities in Bridgwater and it is
therefore satisfactory to record that at the time of writing this
report the Regicnal Hospital Board have announced their decision
to provide a new Casualty Department at Bridgwater General
Hoegpital during the next financial year, The space occupied by
eéxisting Department can them be used to provide much needed
improvements to the Out-patient and X-ray Lepartments.

Ante-lNatal Clinies.

No Local Authority Ante-Natal Clinics are held in the am
supervision being conducted by General Practitioners and
Midwives, A number of expectant nothers attend at the Clinie
at the Health Centre, Mount Street, Bridgwater, when bleod
semples are taken for deteriination of blood groups, Rhesus
Factor etes  During 1965 989 persons attended. The correspondind
figure for the previous year was 897,

Infant Welfare

Infant %Welfare Clinies, for which the County Council are
responsible, are held at Ashecott, Cannington, Edington, Goathurst,
East Huntspill, WestHintspill, Moorland, Nether Stowey,
lorth Petherton, Pawlett, Puriton, Spaxton, Westonzoyland and
Woolavington.

- 12 =




Hational Assistance Act, 1948 - Section L7.

A mumber of cases were assisted through informel action,
and in no case was it necessary for the Couneil to take
statutory action to secure the admiasion of an old person to
guitable accommodation.

Admission %o Hospital

To assist the Geriatric Department at Trinity Hospital,
Taunton, to determine the priority for asdmission of old people
to hoepital beds, and to provide the Geriatrician with
information on the home background of hospital patients which
would be useful in arranging the discharge of old people from
hospital, arrangements have now been made for the Health
Department to be informed of all applications Ffor admission to
hospital of old people, and a comprehensive report is sent
without delsy to the Geriatrician,

Home Help Hervice

This serviee if provided by the County Council, with loesal
aiministration by the Home Help Organiser, with an office at
the Health Centre, Mount Street, Bridgwater.

The Home Helps have proved a very considerable value and
much assistance was glven to needy casea. During the year 207
cases received assistance,

These included the following types:-

Haternity 21
0ld age and inTimity 110
Chronic sick 24
Fost operation 7
Emergency illneas G
Other cases 19

The number of Home Helps at 31st December, 1965, was
88 follows:=

Pull time 3
Part time 19

The Rurel Distriet now asgist the W.V.S8. in providing
Meals on Wheels for old people, and this wbrthwhile service is
greatly sppreciated by the recipients. The scheme is at present
eperating in certain parts of the District, but it is hoped to
e€xXtend the service wherever there is need.

Common Lodging Houses

There are no rezistered Common Lodging Houses in the
Diﬁtl‘i ct.




SANITARY CIRCUMST.ICES OF THE AR,

Sewerage and Scvage Disposal,

The Bast Huntepill end Woolavington Scheme is practical
complete and the Council's proposals for the villages of North
Petherton, Nether Stowey and Sutton Mallett, await approval by
the Ministry. The Scheme to provide a sewerage and sewege
disposal system for Shapwick has been prepared in outline and .
negotiations with the farmers concerned over the disposal of t
efffluents are proceeding.

The Councils scheme for providing a cesspool emptying
serviee at reduced cost for homes situated outside areas
con .ected by main drainsge has worked smoothly and has been
mich appreciated.

Water Supplies.

Sampling of #ater Supplies was continued and resulits
generally were highly satisfacteory. In those cases where re
were not up to standerd no special measures other than
inereasing chlorination were nceccssary. #An exception was the
Goathurst private supply where there was & risk of serious
contamination ocecurring at any time and which has now been clos
An alternative supply from the Willoughby source has been prov
for the village of Goathurst.

Results of bacteriological tests generally can be summnarig
as followst= .

Report
Supnly Humber of
examinations Satisfactory Not ?Ft
Piddington 15 9 b
Goathurst 10 8 2
Willoughby b 9 5
Over Stowey 15 1l 1

Chemical analysis of Fiddington, Willoughby, and Over Stowey
supplies was continued es a matier of routine. Reports were &8
follows:—




Fiddington Jater Supply

FPhysical Characters

Sediment
Reaction

pH

Total Solids

Total Alkalinity (as GEGDE}

Carbonate Hardness "

Non=Carbonate " L L

Total Hardness " L

Chloride (as C1)

Ammoniacal Nitrogen {aa W)

Albuminoid 3

Nitrate i i

Hitrite n L

Jxygern absorbed from PeraHganaLe
in 4 houra at 27 C.

Free Carbon Dioxide

Irven, Copper,; Lead & Zinec

Parts per million
lear and brignt. Hazen
UInits less than 5,

lone

Very Slightly
Alkeline

Te2

38540
250.0
25040
5240
30540
21.0
0.002
0.002
2.8
Hil

0.05
E-D
Nil

Thig is a hard water, of satisfactory chemical purity.

L1lloughby .ater Supply

o = L

(Physical Character

Bediment
Fesction
pH

Total Solids
Total Alkalinity (as Caﬂﬂ}]
Carbonate Hardnesgs "
Non=-Carbonate " " L
| Total Hardness L
Chloride (as C1)
Ammoniacal Nitrogen {as H]
MAbumincid b
Nitrate L I¥
I"-it:["itlﬂ: i i
Oxygen absorbed from Permanganate
in 4 hours at 27° C.
Free Carbon Dioxide
Iron, Copper, Lead & Zine

Parts per millicn

Clear and bright. Hazen
flnits less than 5.

Mone
Slightly Alkaline
TeT

210,0
130.0
130.0
30,0
160.0
21.0
0.002
Q.002

l.h4
Nil

0.05
1.0
Nil

This is a moderately hard water of satisfactory chemical

purity.

.

L -
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Qver Stovey .ater Supply.
Parts per million
Physical Characters Clear and bright. Haz
nits lezas than 5.
Sediment None
Reaction Very Slightly
Alkaline
rH g Te3
Total Solids 90,0
Tetal Alkalinity (as CaCO03) 35.0
Carbonate Hardness " "
Non-Carbonate " L "
Totel Hardneass 1 L Lo, 0
Chloride (as C1) 17.0
Ammoniacal Nitrogen (as N) 0,001
Albumineid " L 0.002
Nitrate " i Wil |
Nitrite " " Wil f
Oxygen absorbed from Permangﬂgate
in 4 hours at 27°C. 0.40
Free Carbon Dioxide 1.0
Iron, Copper, Lesd & EZinc Hil
This is a soft water of satisfactory chemiecal purity.

Housing

During 1965 the Local Authority erected 31 houses compared
with 88 in 1964. Private Enterprise built 180 houses in 1965,
compared with 222 in 1964. At the end of the year there were
egpproximately 338 applications for Council houses, compared with
290 at the end of the previous year.

At the time of writing this report, work on the tmsk of
complete redevelopment of the Woolavington Housing Zstate is
proceeding satisfactorily. This is perticularly welcomed as the
condition of many of the existing houscs is ceusing concern,

Wardens Schemes for old people are now cperating most
successfully in the following villages - West Huntspill 15 (units)
liorth Petherton 9, Weolavington 9, Nether Stowey 11, Puriton 8,
Asheott 8.

The mumber of post-war houses built in the Rural District
from let 4April, 1945 to 31lst December, 1965 was as follows:-

(a) Erected by the Local Authority 1060

(b) Ereected by Private Enterprise 2054

Improvement Grants

Owners of many properties have been informed of the -
benefite of these grants and have been urged to bring their
propertles up to modern standards. The following table
summarises the action taken,

- 1f -




Discretionary Grantsg

Received |  Approved
Applications No. of Applications
Ea— DA LLINER
26 26 26
Standard Grants
Received Approved
18 18

Sanitary Inspection of the Area,

e e

o w omow

No. of
Dwellings |

26

The records given in the Chief Public Health Inspector's
Eeport show the number of inaanitary conditions dealt withs



ATUAL REFORT oF TiE CHIEF UTLIC HEMLTH INSPECTOR

FOR 196

lirs Chairman, Lodies and Gentlemen,

I beg to subnit my tuenty-sixth annusl Report for the yezr ending
31st Dececber 1965,

STAFTF . |

The staff of the Department consists of Chicf rublie Health
Inspector, two additionsl Fublic Health Inspectors and femole clerk-typist.
lr. B. F« Hitchcock, one of the Additional Publie Henlth Inspectors resigned
on 6th August on appointront to o post with Long /shton Hural District Council,
and the vacency was filled by the appointment of Lir. it. G lorgan who wns
previously a Student Public Health Inspector with Fontypool Urben District
Council.

iir. lorgan commenced duty on 13th Septenber.
COIPLAINTS AND MUISANCES.

The number of complaints investigated during the year was 111, &
decrease of 11 on the previous year. In most coses nuisances were cbated as
a result of informal nstion and it was only found necessary to sorve 2
Statutory Hotices. 0Oa iaspoetion a number of compleints were found to be not
Justified and no further action wos toeken in regard to them.

Of the nuisences found, 86 were abated during the year. The
number of wisits made in conncetion with nuisances was 261,

‘York has continued on the joint seerage scheme for the villages
of Woolavington, East Huntspill and Cossington, and was nearing completion at
the end of the year, The completion of this scheme will moke possible the
elimination of serious drainspe nuisances which no exist in each of these v

For some yoars the Council has been seriously concorned at the
insanitary conditions vhich occour at trunk rond lay=bys, perticularly at week-
cnds during the summer months. At one large lay=by on the main 4.38 trunk
road near the village of Horth Petherton, conditions hed become progressively
worse each summer and the Council decided that the provision of some form of
woyside toilet accommodation was imperative. This loy-by is too far from the
village to discharge scwago into the village sewers cnd conscquently
conveniences using mechanically agitated chermieal mecns of disposal had to be
provided. The unit is housed in a building constructed externally with woney-
edge elm bourding and has & tiled floor, laminnted plestic internal lining;
ond natural lighting is obtaincd by mcans of poerspex shects in the roof. Throe
pedestel pans are provided for women and two for men, together with a stainless
stecl urinal. The fitments apa positioned over two stoel tanks, each of 200
gollons capacity, with overflows to a third tank of 400 gallons capacity which
is eoptied as required by o cesspool enptying vehicle,

These convenicnces have been extensively used and it is clear that
thoy are meeting o rosl need, ns it was estimated thot the pverage usenge
during August was 10,000 per weck. Since the unit come into operation the
fouling of hedgerows cte. on adjoining agricultural land has ceased.,

JATER SUFPPLY .

Sanples of woter for bacteoriological exnmination are taken at
monthly intervals from the threc sources of supply sorving most of the District
and are ferwarded to the Public Health Laboratory, Husgrove ‘mrk Hospital,
Trunton for exardination.
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\TER_SUPPLY (eontinucd)

The Goathurst private supply, which hod become polluted, was
.0sed during tho year and house conncctions formerly served from this source
ire transforred to the public mnins,

A total of 65 visits wes made in conncetion with water supply
iring the year.

IDSING .

The total number of visits under the Housiny ‘cts was 630, the
imber of separate houses inspeeted beinp 227.

As in previous years o considercbhble nunber of informal repair
itices were sont to omers, nnd these were follovcd up where.vecos iy 1-ith
=inspections and negotiations with property owmers and their agents or
iilders to consider detasils of the required repairs,

The shortage of building labour romoined covto during the year and
i most of the larger fims are fully engaged on new building work, repair work
i normally left in the honds of jobbing builders. It iz unfortunnte thet
iese builders ore not in o position to enmpleoy sufficient lebour and hawve
ipufficient resources, both in eapitol and equipmont, to corry out work
peditiously. This leads to delay in commencing work ond in carrying it
irough to corpletion az it ia quite common for men and plant to be taken off
Jjob intermittently ond put to work elsewherc.

As in provicus years, a large nmumber of spplicctions for
provenent Gronts were dealt vwith and schedules of disrepoir wore supplied
izre appropriate to ensurc that the property was brought up to & roasonchble
ienderd as & condition of grant. In o number of crses the granting of a loon
wards the applicants shore of the cost mode possible the carrying out of work
iich otherdise would hnve beon beyond the applieants mosns,.

During the year 43 houses were repaired ond improved as o result
[ the service of inflormol noticea.

11 houses were represented ns unfit for human hebitation and
I.uu.pn.blu of boing rendored fit ot reasonoble cost ond 5 Demolition Orders ond
Closing Orders were mede by the Council. In 3 cases, the Council agreed to
copt undertokings to corry out works within o stipulrted time. 10 houses
ibjoct to Demolition Orders vore demolished during tho yoor.

5 fomilics were tronsferred during thoe yeor from condemmed houscs
ito Council houses,

75 visits were made during the year to 15 properties in regard to
¢ reconditioning and alterction of existing houses ond the instellotion of new
initory fittings.

18 wisits werc mnde to houses in respeet to which pronts had been
lde under the Housing (Finaneinl rrovisions) jcts.

T4 wisits werc mode in connection with applications for
iprovezents Grants,

[ERCROVDING.
Ho now cases of overcrowding were discovercd during the year.

5 wisits vere made in comnoction with overcrouding.
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OFFICES, SHOFS AND RAIL..Y PREITSES iCT.

All but three of the £9 premises registered under the Act received
a general inspection during the year and 101 wvisits were mnde. The number
of employees was 224, comprising 78 moles and 146 femnles.

In 63 of thesc premises only one or two persons cre enployed as they
are mainly small village gencral stores, village public houses with only local
trade, or small cetering esteblishments having & mainly seasonsl trade.

Eost of the requirenents of the Act have alrendy been met by cetion taken by
the Council's inspectors under the Food Hygiene (Gencrnl) Hegulstioms, 1960 and
only rdnor deficicnces weore found in some of the remnining prenises.

Room measurements were only taken in a few cases vhere overcrowding
was thought to be possible and in no case was overcrouding substentisted.

The required minimum temperature was mointained except in o few coses
when abnormally cold weether wns experienced. It is however, clear that in
sone cases the means of heating provided are incdequate in exceptionnlly severc
weather. It was sometinmos found that shops were adequately heated whilst the
associoted stock-room wos not provided with means of hoating sufficient to
neintain the statutory minirum temperaturc.

Some reluctance to comply with ventiletion roquircnents was found and
omong the reasons werc:-

1.  Possible infrin;nent of security regulations in
sub-post officas.

2, Possible contaninzation of food by dust, cte.

adequate ventiletion is not easy to obtain wherc the whole fromt ape
of o shop consists of n plate glass display window and o door, and the
proprietor's living nccommodotion iz at the back.

“ith regard to lichting, it is considered that standards are
reascnably goed, but 2s in the cese of heating, better lighting is provided in
shops than in stock-roens. In one office cccupied by o firn of building
contractors, onc room hed no extoernal window and anether roon hod only a very
sonll window. Mo specific standards of lighting, in terrs of lumens have becn
recormended to occupicrs, and no instances of excessive plarc have been noticed,

Several informal noticcs have been served in regerd to provision of
hend rails, belustrodes and incdequate guarding of refri crotor fons and belts
ernd slicing ooachines.

In many cases, the required abstract of the .ct was not displayed,
and first aid kits did not comply with the Regulations.,

Ho execption cortificates hawve been issued.
BAKEHOUSES,

16 visits werc mede to the 9 bokehouses in the Distriet and where
defects or unsatisfactory conditions were found informsl notices were served.

In one case where serious contraventions of the Food Hygiene (Genersl)
Regulations, 1960 had porsistod for some time and warning letters hod been
ignored, proceedings for offences under the Regulntions vwerc instituted. The
defendent was convicted of fniling to keep the sanitory convonience in
efficient order, failing to fix the preseribed notice sbout vashing hands,
foiling to provide clecn and suitcble drying facilitics, foiling to provide
suitable and sufficient means of lighting, failing to keep walls and floors in
¢ clean condition, and pormitting avoidable refuse to acewrmlate. He was
finod a totel of £23,



GENERAL :uNTTATION.

The following sanitery fittings were renewed or provided generclly
o3 o result of inforenl actiong=

WaC's 11
Baths 2
Sinks 1
Droinnge systems 1
Lavatory bosins i

A nuober of other minor improvenents were also carried out.

FOOD HYGIEWE.

i great deal of time hos agein been spent on inplemonting the
provisions of the Food Hygiene (Cencral) Regulations, 1960, 381 inspections
having been made of the 311 premises and nmobile shops in the District to
which the Regulations zpply. In all but & fow premises the standard of
hysiene mointeined is wery good, but in these few coses frequent and regular
visits are nocessary in order to impress on persons responsible and their
ecployees the meed for constant core pnd vigilance in the hygiende
preparation and handling of food.

Vhere controventions of the Repgulations were found, informal action
wns taken which resultod in 25 deficiences being remedied. In addition, the
following inprovenents in facilitics and egquipment were instolled:-

Refriperators 5
Floors and walls tiled L
Fromises modernised 1
a8 2
Dish veshers 2

The nuzber and types of food precises in the District are ns follows:-

Pitted to conply Fitted to conply
with Regulation 19 with
Repulntion 16. applics. Regulation 19.
98 Food Shops 98 95 95
70 Licenced houses &
elubs 70 70 70
58 Food preparing premises 57 58 58
LD Sehools 11 Lo LO
16 Butchers 15 16 16
16 Cafes 16 16 16
9 Bakchouses 9 9 9
2 Poultry & Rabbit
Fackers 2 2 2
1l Icc Crean Footory - 1 1
1 Fish & Chip Shop 1 1 1

H.B. Repgulation 16 requires the provision of n wash-hand basin and Repulation
19 requires the provision of sink and other fredilities for washing food
and eguipment.

LICEITSED PREIISES.

€9 inspections of liccnsed prerdises were carried out, and a number
of improverecnts were brou ht abomt by informal action, including the complete
rencwel on medern lines of the senitary ncoormedation ot tioo promises, and in
nddition the interncl lay-cut of two public houses was conpletely codernised.

Too licensced houses wero closed during the yeor.
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LFAT AND FOODS.

There are five licensed slaughterhouses in the District, three of
which are used exclusively for the wholesele trade, and the other two ars
used for both wholesale and retcil purposes. The slaughterhouse ot Puriton
ceased operations teoporarily in Septecber, and the preriscs ot Shaprick
which had boen out of usc for some time were again brought into operation
in Qctober.

Lost of the meat produced at the wholesnle slaughterhouses is
sent to the Lorden wholesale morkets, but a ceansiderable quantity is also
sent to Bristol and Peth, vhilst a comparctively sonll crount goes to local
retnil butchers.

The nuober of animels sloughtered increcscd by ever 257 of the
previous years total.

1,146 visits vere nnde in connection with the inspection of neat,
and 26,052 coreases were inspected, an incroase of 5,296 on the provious
year, and giving an aversge of 23 animals per visit. The nucbers of the
different kinds of aninnls inspocted were as follows:—

Bensts 1,877
Cous 01
Colves 4,518
Sheep 12,2638
Figs 75208

Approximatoly 8% tons of meat wos condenned during the year, details
of which are as follous:-

Beonsts,.
Carnacs and organs A
Heeds and tongues [
Livers 180
Lungs 21
Hearts 7
Dirphragms 11
Eﬂﬂf lI-LE Ih‘ﬂ -
COWSBa
Cercescs and organs 10
Livers 13
Lungs 5
Kdneys 3
Hearts |
Beef 1,154 1bs,
Calves.
Carcosas and organs a3
Livers 3
Kidneys 2%
Flucks 2
Lungs L
Hearts 1
YVeczl 5 lbs,



1EAT AD FOODS (continued)

Sheeps

Eigs.

Other Foods.

Carcases ond organs
Livers

Lungs

Flucks

Kidneys

Lutton

Coarcoscs and organs
Heads cnd tongues
Livers

ddneys

Lungs

Flucks

Heorts

Diaphrogns

Pork

£2 tins - Voaricus foods.

50 tons - PFototoes.

18
19

49 lbs.

4

55
128

32
120

97

82

32
170 lbs.




HEAT AND FOODS (Continued)

Corcoses and offal inspected and condemned in whole or in part
during the year:- i

Cattle Sheep
oxcl. ' and
cons Cogs | Cclves | Lombs  jPigs | Horscs
1,977 M 4,518 12,268 | 7,108 -
1l disenses except
aroulosis and Cysticcorcosis)
= holo carcases condonnod 1 10 3k 21 L =
Carcoses of which some part
or organ was condecnod 223 2l 23 L02 L33 -
> of the nucber inspected
ected with disense other
hen Tuberculosis and
ysticerci 11.33 1,2.00 1.26 347 €.9
=
Tuberculosis only =
'hole coarcase condeoned - = = - - -
Coarcases of which some part
or organ was condemned - - - - L9 -
. of the nurber inspected
cffected with tuberculosias - - - - .58 -2
‘txatiaercaaia.
Carcases of which scpe part
or organ was condermed L - = - - -
Carcoses submitted to troat-
oent by refrigeration I - = = = -
Generclised and total
conderned g - - - i e i

Condecned meat is noronlly disposed of to mamufocturers of
aninal feeding stuffs and fertilisers where it is procossed and sterilised by
steam under pressure. j
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FRESERVED FOODS .

There are 14 premises registered under Scetion 16 of the Food and
Drugs Act, 1955 for the nanufacture of sausages, or potted, prossed, pickled
and preserved foods.

The bacteriolegieal exnmination of sanples of propored foods
contimied during the yeor and 10 samples were obtained, nll of which were
reported as containing no prthologieal organisme. The variety of foods
sar s included sauscges, brewn, foggots, pies, postics, tonguc, hon and
pressed beef.

HILE 4ND DATRIES,
The nuober of retail purveyors of cilk on the register is 8 znd 9

visits were made for the inspection of dairies during the yenr. There are
plso 3 dairies panufneturing milk products on a large secle,

ICE CREAiL,
The nuober of preciscs registered for the storoge snd sale of ice
crean at the end of the year was 106, and three prenises were also

registered for the nanufroture of ice crean.

34 sanples wore token during the year, 30 of which were pleced in
Provisional Grade 1 end 4 in Provisionasl Groade 2.

A total of 111 visits were made in connection with the manufacture,
storoge and sale of ice croone

KIACKERS YARD.

The knnckers yord at Dunbell is being caintained in very geed
condition ond was visited on 2 cccosions during the yoors

VOVEABLE DWELLINGS.

238 wisits were nade during the yoar in conncetion with movesble
dwellings.

There are 23 coarcvens and canping sites in the district, all of
which cre sm2ll. In oddition, there cre 34 carcvans on individual sites.

dnny conplaints vere nnin received in regord to gypsy camps
sccupied by persons coployed by profduce nerchants during the pea picking senson

These caops are very difficult to control by reason of the
objectionable hobits of the persons who use them, but the two licensed sites
were Tairly well mointrined although not supervised by the ouners to the
extent nceessary for this type of canp. The licensed site at Bradney in the
Parish of Bawdrip is no longer in use.

ANILAL BOARDING ESTABLISHLERTS /4iD PET SHOFS.

Eipght licenscs hove been issued to the proprictors of Animal
donrding Establishoents ond there is onc licensed Pet Shop, the licence being
restricted to the sale of copge birds, pgoldfish and tropicnl fish.

LIFECTIOUS DISEASES.,

Two disinfections were ecoarried out during the yeor, and a total
of L7 visits were nade in comnection with infectious discnsca,
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SUMMARY OF VISITS,

Water Supply 93
Drainnge 33
dow ork ]
¥uisances 261
Rofuse Disposal 22
Offices, Shops & Railiay Fremiscs 10
Factorics 72
Schools L0
i:iscellanecus Sanitory Visits 3
Housing (Slun Clearance) 208
Housing Repodirs o
inprovenent Gronts T
ilousing (Finoneial Provision) Jiot 18
Overcrovwding 5
iiiscelloncous Housing Visits 15
Moveoble Dwellings 238
Inflectisus Discases L7
Rodent Infestrotion 37
Other Pest Control 25
licet Inspection 1,146
Food shops 143
iwobile Shops 15
Bakchouses 16
School Kitchons L0
Othar Tood Preporing Prenises By
Licenced Pronises and Clubs &9
Dairies 9
Ice Crean 111
Hiscelloneous Food Visits [
Ice Croon Sanple Visits 33
Fresorved Food Sanple Visits 2
Sleughterhouscs & Poultry Paockers 26
Knocker Yord 2
Aming]l Boarding Establisheonts 14
iiscelloncous 163
Heirdrcascrs 12
Publie Sanitary lcconmodotion 98
Fire Escopes 20
daste Food Boiling Flant 2
Diseases of Jminals 12

3y T
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I an, MWy. Chairmen, Iodics and Gentlemen,
Your obedicent Servant,

F. s LAILE

Chicf Public Herlth Inspector
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