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AMUAL REPORT 1966

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Rural District has showm sieady development of village commmities
over the years and an attempt to elaborate this was made in the 1965 report
with cartographs based on population distribution and on rateable dwellings.
Ho attempt is made in this report to repeat or develop the study for it is
more likely to present interest if it is carried out at five year interwvals,

Statistics lNevertheless the general increase in population continued. The
Tise of 91 910 to 24,180 represented a 3.9% increase indicating that 1965 was a
peak in growth rate at 6%, The birth rate however at 17 per 1,000 population,
adjusted for national comparison to 19.7 remained at a high level.

The Death rate of 15,9 per 1,000 population (11.7 for England and Wales)
was high, reflecting the local concentrations of elderly in long stay hospitals.
Adjusted for this preponderance the rate was 9.7 per thousand.

The statistical sptatement also shows an Infant lortality rate at a satis=-
factory level below the national figure, of 17 per 1,000 live births end an
age distribution of deaths that impliea above zvercoge longevity.

Infectious Disease The incidence of notifiable infectious diseases showed an
gbsence of dysentery which while it is perhaps too good to be true, is in the
light of falling figurea over the previous two years, an indication of the
absence of outbreaks of some dyﬂenteny.

Scarlet fever continues to occur as an indicator of atreptococal infection
present in the community, never in large numbers and never a very severe illness.

lleasles reached epidemic proportions towards the close of the year with
the usual predominance in the pre-school and primary school children.

There was only one case of food poisoning notified, a household infection.
But we were involved along with most other district health departments in East
Kent in the investigotion of a food poisoning outbreak originating in & series
of festive gatherings in Margate. The investigation disclosed no recognised
pathogenic organisms as the cause, although evidence hbuilt up around e cooked
meat source. It may well be that laboratory methods of culture suitable for
seeking sources of infection of humen origin are less successful in isolating
infectiong transmitted between animals which are nevertheleas capable of
causing short lived food poisoning in man.

Milk The relationship between man and other animals in transmission of infectiom
is a matter which cennot well be ignored in & rural district. Milk is no longer
a source of tuvbercuiosis, because of the eradication of tuberculosis from the
cattle themselves, and by the the general pasteurization of milk supplies. HRaw
milk from tubercular tested cattle is however still cbtainable from producer
retailer sources or farm bottled sources handled by retailers. There is also
the source to dairy farm workers themselves as a bhenefit of this employment
which does not pass through the pasteurization plant. The occurrence of
brucella abortis infection in cows is transmissible to man through unpasteurized
milk and such raw milk sources are sampled where they are sold, Test samples
taken elsewhere produced positive results for two farms in the district and

the Animal Health division of the liinistry of Agriculture, Fisheries end Food
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Iilk (Continued)

at once investigated the herds t0 1lQentify emd exclude infected cows., The farmer
in each case co-operated in directing milk through e pasteurization plant to
prevent any risk of infection to users and included in this arrangement any milk
issued to dairy farm workers.

Our arrengements with surrounding health departments are such that sampling
of milk is carried out at receiving and pasteurization depots or points of sale
outside the district and our owmn inspectora only sample on indication.

Water Supply Out of the 7,668 dwellings in the distriet, 14 were considered

not to have an adequate water supply. These were amongst 59 dwellings dependent
on rain water tanks or wells. The 7,609 other dwellings had a mains water source.
The three Water Companies supplying parts of the district draw their supplies
from deep chalk wells which give water of excellent quality and purity which is
chlorinated to prevent risks in mains distribution and not to correct any risk

at source. The water is moderately hard around 230-250 p.p.rn., carbonate hardness
and has a low fluoride content of 0.01 to 0,02 p.pnmJFf The water is not

sof tened before distribution. Twelve samples of meins supply and one from private
piped socurce were all satisfactory.

Sewerage and Scwoge Disposal WNo new sewage disposal scheme was started or carried
out during the year but a start was made to sewer the area of New House Lane

and Iffen Lane in Thenington Without to the Canterbury system, thus removing an
arca of hazard to one of the Canterbury Water Company's sources,

The Engineer end Surveyor's department carried out much preliminary work
for the scheme for general sewerage of Chartham and Shalmsford Street to a new
sewerage works, and for the comprehensive poverage-of the Nailbourne Valley to
a new sewage treatment works to replace Littlebourne works which will serve
villages from Barham to Wickhambreaux,an imagingtive and amhitious scheme
which will enhance the amenities of a group of villages of residentiel and
agricultural importance,

Houging During the year action by the Council under the Housing Acts resulted
in demolition of 6 houses, vhile 2 other dwellings were demolished by private
action. The total increase in dwellinge in the year was 343, made up as follows:-

Wew Council houses = T0, new private houses 284, total 354. Houses demolished
under Housing Acts proceedure 6, houses otherwise demolished = 2. Houses closed
for human habitation as unfit -~ 3, total 11. Balance of increase = 343

Improvement of housing stendards was encouraged by 46 discretionary grents
end 17 standard grants. No applications were refused and discretionary grants
were 50% of cost in oll cases.

The Senior Public Health Inspector reports on his work of inspection and
gtatutory action du-ing the year, Overcrowding existed in 4 dwellings at the
end of the year, an increase of 1 in the year.

Advice was given to the Housing department on special spplicants especially
cn the medical asspects of applicente for warden assisted units, of which the
Council provides two excellent establishments in Sturry end Bridge

Caravans The licensed sites numbered 34 of which T are large sites and 27 small
or individunl sites.

One hundred and ninety five residential caravens are sited in four established
sites, while 60 eeasonal holiday caravans are spread over four other sites.

- P -



Caravens (Continued)

It was estimated that the permanent residential caraven population
numbered six hundred and twenty five.

Hop Pickers Camps The development of hop picking machines has reduced the
number of camps to only two with accommodation estimated at 60 pickers.

Clean Air The production of black smoke from burning a type of man made fibre
waste caused a very dramatic pollution of the air visible for a great distance.
The contractor using this form of disposal was asked to make other arrangements.

Noise Rural noise complaints included the use of mechanical saws.

Food Hygiene Routine inspections of the 205 registered premises were carried
out by the public health inspectors. All but three complied with reguirements
for hand washing., Two out of 35 grocery and general stores and 6 out of 66
licensed premises were not up to stendard in equipment or food storsge. Space
and drainage problems were contributing factors.

o food poisoning was traced to premises in the district, the one notified
case being in an B8 year old child infected in domestic circumstances end
remaining a carrier of salmonella typhi murium for some weeks.

Agsistance was given to one of the hospitals in the distriet in & bacterio=
logical survey of kitchen hygiene. This helped the catering staff to correct
some faulty techniques and risk factors in proceedure,

Section 47 Vational Assistance Act I1 was not necessary to take action for
the removal of eny person to a place of care under this legislation  The case
of an elderly person cepable of loocking after herself but eccentriec in her
habits to the extent that she created isclated insanitary living conditions
for herself, exercised our attention. Attempts to help her were frustrated
by her owmn last minute non co=-operation.

The Heeping of fnimals Nuissnce arose from a householder keeping dogs and pigs
in an insanitary manner in his dwelling and eniforcement action under the Public
Health Act was required to deal with the nuisance. The Senior Public Hezlth
Inspector refers to another unusual case of smell in his report.

The ¥ital and Norbid statistics for the district for 1966 are shown on
the next page as well as summeries oi infectious diseases notified,

MAT.COIM S, HARVEY
M:B.s Eh.Bi, D5E.H.
Medical Offider of Health



Statistics and Tables - Bridgo-Blean Rural District for 1966

Population : 1Mid 1966 : 24,180
Area : No change

Births : Total : 411 Male 208 (Illegitimate 8)
Female 203 (Illegitimate 11)
% Illegitimate : 4,6%

Birth Rate : unadjusted : 17 per 1,000 population
Adjusted (Registrar General's Factor 1.16) for comparison : 19.7 IEngland & Wales 17.7
Deaths : Total 385 Male 202
Female 183
Death Rate : wnadjusted : 15.9 per 1,000 population
Adjusted (Registrar General's Factor 0.61) for comparison : 9.7 England & Wales 11.7

Infant Deaths : Total 7 (Illegitimate : 1)
Under 1 week : Total 6 1 week=1 month = 1
Infant Mortality Rate : 17 per 1,000 live births (England and Wales : 19)
Stillbirths : Total 7 (Illegitimate : 1)

Perinatal Mortality Rote i.e. Deaths under 1 week ond stillbirths
per 1,000 live and stillbirths : 31 (England and Wales 26,3)

Age distribution of deaths
Age 15-64 years Male 53 = 26%
Female : 34 = 18.6%
Over 75 years Male : 97 = 48%
Female 1102 = 56%



Causes of Death = 1966

1966 |
Causes of Death Iale | Female Total ‘
: s r 1965
15=64 yrs | Total ; 15-64 yrs | Total | A11 Ages |
: |
Respiratory Tuberculosis I - 1 ! - | 2 i
Tuberculosis other forms E - - I - | - - ‘ -
Other infectious or parasitic | F |
diseases | A = T G 3 | :
: 1
Halignant Neoplasm of Stomach | - 3 - 2 1 5 I 9
Malimant Neoplasm of Lung of i | |
Bronchus ! 2 10 2 2 12 i Q
Malignant Neoplasm of Breast - - 1 o 2 i 4
lMalignant Meoplasm of Uterus - - | 3 ] -
Other Malignant and Lymphatic
Neoplasm 6 15 3 19 34 29
Leukaemia and Aleukoemia | - - 1 2 = i
Diabetes - - - 2 01 3 .
Vazeular Lesions of Tervous | i
System 6 31 3 26 | 5T 41
Coronary Disecase, Angina 20 35 4 26 61 64
Eypertension with Heart Diseszsd - 4 - T 9 4
Other Heart Disease 3 23 6 oz - | 54 5%
Other Circulatory Diseases = G 1 J 16 | 22 15
Influenza F - 14 - l 1 i 15 1
Pneumonia ; il 20 2 5 35 LT
Bronchitis | 5 | 14 1 S b S R
Other Hespiratory Diseases 1 i 2 - - 2 r 3
Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum - B - - 1 1
Gastritis, Enteritis, Diarrhoen - - 1 1 1 -
Nephritis, Nephrosis 1 2 1 1 3 3
Enlargement of Prostate - e O] - - - 2
Congenital Ifnlformationa - { s - 2 4 2
Other defined or ilidefined 5' |
discases 5 i 13 5 16 29 23
|
Yotor Vehicle Accidents 1 e 2 - - 2 2
A1l other accidents .= 2 [ 1 4 7 8
Suicide - 1 1 [ 2 4
: D R -
Total et i153 | 202 34 [ 183,140 385 | 319




Infectious Disceses Notified - 1966

Cuarter Lge Group Total
Diseasze | i |
i8ti2ndi 3rd! 4th | Under 1| 1=4 |  5=9 10=14 | 15+
Scarlet Fever R BT i 1 2 LR 1 - &
Whooping Cough L e R G - 2 6 = - 8
Measles 2 |15 {10 131 3 81 65 3 ) 158
Dysentery T T - - - - = -
Food Poisoning -l =1 =11 - 1 - - - 1
Under5| 5-14 | 15-45 | 45-64 | 65+
fecute Pneumonia Fie= =] 1 - - 2 2 4
Respiritory Tuberculosis - | 3 | 3| = - 3 1 | 2 6
: : 7 :

Immunisations and Vaccinations (Figures provided by Cowmty M.0.H,)

Primary Smallpox Vaccination {under 2 years) - 293 Births 1965 = 461
Revaccingtions under 8 years = 1

Diphtheria and other conbined Immunisations
Primary I}iph‘theriaf Tetanus/lﬂ'haoping Cough Tnder 5 5=15 Total

363 3 366

Primary Diphtheris/Tetanus 3 12 15
Booster : Triple 226 65 201
Diphtheria/Tetanus 47 142 189
Poliomyelitis Protection 402 - 19 421
Eooster e 162 174

Tuberculosis There were 6 new cases of respiratory tuberculosis notified,
2 male, 4 female and no new cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis. Half the
cases in each sex were under A0 years and the others over 60 years old.

The state of the Register at the end of the year, after a proceas of
cross check and correction with the Chest Clinic wes:= .

Respiratory Tuberculosis Male 44 Female 36
Hon=Pulmonary Male 4 Female T
Total 91

The register totalled 209 at the begirning of 1965 and cleariy information

on o large number of cases had been out of date.
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f=rch, 1967.
¥r., Chuirman, lLadies and CGentlemen,

Vhen writing my Annual Report for 1965, some months ago, I anticipatsd
a busy year ahead in the scavenging and housing fields due mainly tc the
introduction of paper sack refuse collection and the compulscry improvement
of houses. Looking back over this period I am left with a sensz of some
dizappointment over what has not been achieved due to facteora cver which =&
have had no control. Due te the financial state of the country, pending
Local Government re-organisation and the long illness of the General Fcreman,
plans for 1966 were seriously affected.

The absence of the General Foreman during the first half of the year
pinpointed a wealness in the strength and deployment of tha Public Fealth
staff and so it was necessary t» take a critical look at tke department.
in October, plans for re-organisation were able to come into effect
following the resignation of the Shorthand Typist. TFor a long time many
minor savings affecting the clerical side had been made and with the use of
dictating machines I felt able to dispense with some clerical assisiance anc
replace it with genersl assicslance on the district and at ocur depot. This
move provides a stand-by replacement for the Foreman and relieves the Public
Health Inspectors! of less cnercus duties. ¥r. W, Smith who took over this
new post in November has already settled down and is gradually taking cver
duties 1o the benefit of Mr. Almond and myself and at the same time improving
the link with our Bridge depot.

As for the future, so much depends on the actions of the Covernment,
but it does seem that consideration of improvements such as refuse
pulverisation and a new combined depot will have to be shelved until this
Council knows what its future is to be.

I would again like to take this opportunity of thanking the Members and
Officers of the Council for their interest and suppert.

I am,

Your chedient servant

r:-_f? 2 %;ﬂ__f ba
>



The number of properties represented during the year amcunitzd
to five, a great reduction over previous years and a reasure of
our succesgs in dealing with unfit houses following the Eousing
Surveys of 1955 and 1960 which were greatly helped by the rencusinz
programme. It is now possible in a number of cases for condomeation
to follow the rehousing of the occupants.

Contrary to the larger urban authorities, where complainte fron
tenants provide a large amount of work in the housing field, th=
number of complaints in this area is very small. Perhaps the tenanis
wish to use their complaints to secure rehousing which is not so
readily available in the large built-np areas.

I think I should comment in detail on improvement work ae this
is our bread and butter as far as housing is concerned.

Improvement Areas

As you know our first area was designated in late 1965 but due
to the need for IMr. Almond to take over the control of the depot
for most of the time kr, Vinten was absent, some 15 weeks, the
carrying through of the complicated procedure for enforcing the
improvements had to be shelved wnmtil later in the year. As you
know the first notices were served last month.

Despite the disappointment in not being able to procezd with
more speed it was encouraging to read in Hansard that Bridge-Blean
Rural District Council is the only rural Matheority in the South
Hastern Counties to have declared an improvement area. The pi-ture
of only 8 Authorities (3 in Kent) in the South East taking this
step must be a dismal one for the Government. The problers that
we have met with our very small area are bound to make the larger
Authorities hesitate before embarking on areas of two or three
hundred.

Improvement Grants

The year opened with the continuation of the steady trickle for
grant assistance, From the surmer onwards however, the pace guickened
and 1t was necessary to obtain approval to providing additional
capital to meet the demand.

There have been no changes in the standards for either grant.
Applications for standard grants have risen probzbly becauss it
is more widely known that local authorities have the power to
increase the maximum grant from £155 to £350 where it is considered
necessary to build on a bathroom, and also because it is not
necessary to submit astimates. Wherever possible owners are being
encouraged not to reduce the bedroom standard in smaller houses.,
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HOUSING (Contd)

There are two other cases vhere the local authority ray incrence
the maximum grant. Firstly to provide a piped water avppiy fur the
first time and secondly to provide septic temk drainage. As will
be obsarved from my corments cn water supply it is most unlikely
that there will be any application affecting piped waler. With
g0 much of our area above the gathering grounds of Water Auicorit.es
and the unsuitability of the sub-soil in the northern ares, it is alan
most unlikely that we shall be faced with many applicaticus including
septic tanks., It is still a mystery to me why an incrzased pgrani
cannot be paid on a cesspool, as in a rural area, without main
drainage, it is the only alternative.

Iuring the year applications for discretiopnyy grants were approved
for 46 properties of which 16 were for the maximum grant of £400, The
average grent was £366. As regards standard groants, 17 properties
are affected with an average of £288. Nearly half of these grants
were approved for a figure in excess of the £155 and covered the
cost of bathroom sdditions and septic tanks.

Statistics on housing are produced &t the end of this report.

POOD AND DEUOGS

This is a bronch of public health work that goes on day efter
day in the form of supervision, ssmpling and education in crder io
ensure as for as possible that the community con consume clean
food in the home and in clean premises when diring out. Thiz work
only hits the headlines when something goes wrong =nd the scarcity
of such 'mews! is a measure of the successful struggle for hygienic
rractices,

New Regulations which apply to slalls and delivery wehiclec
similar standards as to fixed prerises were published late in 1966
to come into force on the 1st Jenuary, 1967, These Regulations
have already raised many issues and were in fact amended before
they bacame operative = a most unusual state of affairs.

The Food Fygiene Regulations vhich require certain standards
regarding premises snd equipment in the msin have been corplied
wi’h, the problem now is to ensure that they are kept -lesn and
that the staff proctice hygiene at all times. Packaging of fcod
is on the increase and is very welcome, it protects the manuiacturer,
supplier, shopkeeper and customer. In my opinion the weal ling in
the chain is the shoplk.eper- and this is where the Public Heslth
Inspector has a2 role to play in ensuring that the consumer rereives
an article of food in as near perfect condition as possible., Far
too often the shopkeeper splits packape goods (mainly frozen foods)
dividzs items such as family sized pies or pierces the wrappings
with spiked price tickets., All of these practices expose the food
to unnecessary conteminatiom and put the consumer at risk.
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FOOD AND DRUGS (Contd)

The Ministry of Health have asked for details regarding the
provision of facilities for washing hands (Section 16) and food
and equipment (Section 19). These are set out below. It will be
noted that very few premises do not comply in all respects. The
exceptions are due mainly to lack of space or drainsge problere.
Some of the latter can only ressonzbly be resolved by the provisimm
of main drainage.

Mumber of Complying ! ilo,which | Complying
| Premises with Sec,16 | Sec.19 with Sec.
E ! Applies 19.
| ] i
!
Food Shops | i
Bakers 2 2 i = !
Butchers 11 11 iR 11
Confectioners 3 B - -
Greengrocers & 2 i E A
Crocers/(teneral 59 56 : 37 35
Fried Fish 1 q | 1 3
]
Bakekouses F 2 | 2 2 2
Food Pactories . 2 2 i 2 2
Pactory Canteens i 2 2 | a1 bk 2
Hotele and Cefes | 30 30 | 20 : 30
. Lioc=nsed Premises i 66 66 i 66 i &0
School Xitchens i 22 22 i 14 { 14
Hospitas and Nursing Homes | 3 3 I 2 | 2
i ot
} | | |
i 205 202 i 168 160

DRAINAGE ARND SEWERAGE

Work on the Thanington (Newhouse Lane) Scheme started during
the year but has unfortunately come to a temporary stop hefore any
benefits have been felt by the majority of residents.

Towards the end of the year there was renewed hope in a reasonably
early start on the Mailbourne and Chartham Schemes, The Broad Qak
Echeme whiech would bring considerable relief to over a hundred
caravan dwellers and others has etill not moterizlized,

Poeam manis s st
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DRAINAGE AND SEVERAGE (Consd)

The need for main drainage schemes is appreciated by everyone
working in Local Government and is brought home to regidents of
many areas during exceptionally wet weather periods. Chartham
Hatch is one of many areas tlhiat has suffered this winter through
a combination of defective drainage systems and high rainfall
figures, and a similar though less serious state of arffairs,
affects Waltham most of the year.

PUBLIC CLEANGSGING

Cesspool Emptyving

The cesspool fleet was increased for the second sucregsive
year and now stands at 7 with assistance (2 days per week) from
a machine engaged on pail emptying.

11,660 loads of sewage were removed as compared with 10,500
last year, 2 rise of 11%, How much of this has been sub~soil water!
Very rarely has the number of requests dropped to the level of the
thirties, more often it is around the hundred and on one occasion
rose to nearly 200. As it was not posszible to get outside assistance
and the drivers were already working six long days a week, it was
necessary as an experiment to hold orders from new estates in the
Barham and Bridge areas for 2 or 3 months. Spot cherks were kept
and nc nuisance arocse but one or two occupiers did ineist cn &n
emptying and had to be placated, In circumstances like this it
wes difficult to give preference to my Public Health hat as oppcsed
to my Cleansing one.

From the afore-mentioned remarke it will be obvioug that many
cesspools do not reguire emptying but the occupiers are making sure
of their pound of flesh by marking up on their calendar when the
quarterly emptyings are due. If this system was adopted by all
the ratepayers throughout the area it would provide aspproximately
300 extra weeks work per year or the equivalent of & new vehiclies
and staff. This doubling of the tenker fleet would certainly pose
depot problems as well as adding to the ratepayers bill,

Refuse Collection

Develiopment in the district continues to rise as will be showm
from the graph shown overleaf although the rate of increase has fallen,
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Refuse Collection (Contd)

Naturally the amount of refuse to be collected will increase
along with development but for several years there has been a
widening differential between the two due to great strides by the
packaging industry. As a public health official I welcome this
move even though it brings a collection and disposal problem and
inereases the cost of the article to the consumer., Thes average
collection and disposal problem smounts to just over 2 lbs of refuse
per person per day. This is under half the amount in America.

It wes necessary with the increased amount of refuse and the
longer time taken on the paper sack rounds to retain the sexvices
of our oldest collection vehicle mainly as a stand-by in case of

emergency. The fleet now comprises fiwve vehicles details as under:-
Paxit III Cerrying capacity 40 cu.yds purchased 1965
Faxit IT Carrying capacity 24 cu.yds purchased 1963
Karrier Carrying capacity 10 cu.yds purchased 1960
Bedford Carrying capacity 10 cu.yds purchased 1959
Dennis Carrying capacity 10 cu.yds purchased 1954

It is hoped to replace the latter vehicle in 1968 by a 20 cu.yd

compression vehicle. This smaller compression vehicle will be
valuable in the very rural areas and will reduce the number of visits
to the tip.



Refuse Collection (Contd.)

In April paper sacks were introduced to approximately 120
properties in the village of Upstreet cnd during the summer to
nanrly 1,350 properties in the parishes of Bleon, Hackington and
Horbledown. At the end of the year some 2,335 properties (roughly
a third of the district) had been converted from the golvonized
dustbin or other receptacle, The financial situation led to a
deferment of the Chartham, Petham and Waltham areas for a few months
and finally for = further period of at least 12 months fecllowing
the presentation of my estimates for 1967/68., The deferment of the
conversion of the remaining areas was prcbably as great a disappoint-
ment to you as to myself. Apart from the fact that thiz will mean
a delay in effecting an improvement in vwhat is lmowm as a 'Cindercllal
service, it will also mean delaying the introduction of an incentive
bonus scheme.

I think it is worth reporting that the delivery of approxirmately
1,300 units during the summer went very smoothly. Such was the
efficiency of the Irish firm who manufacture the units for Vessrs
William Palfrey of Rochester, that one delivery arrived at our
depot at approximately 4 a.m! Owing to our limited staff and the
size of the operation it was necessary to supply sacks and units
well in advance to certain parts of the area before the scheme
bhecame operational. It was soon noted that despite clear instruetioms
nany householders were using their sacks a week too early with the
result that collections were seriously affected that week.

It is interesting, although & little disconcerting to report that
animal attack in the Blean, Harbledown and Hackington area has been far
greater than Littlebourne etc. with the result that 143 guards have
been fized to date, this is still well below the experience of other
Authorities. The issue of larger or an increased number of szcks
to date amounts to approximately 150 properties a week, a perceniage
of approximately 6%.

Once again the percentage is low and I wouldn't be suprised if
there are not more properties where the introduction of a larger
sack would be of advantage to the householder as well as the collector.

Salvage

The income from salvage continuee to rise and as you will note
from the graphs overleaf has passed the high figures of the late 1950's.
The weight of paper sold is approximately the same as in 1960 but of
course paper prices have risen and we are separeting the newsprint
and magazines from ordinary wastes in order to obtain better prices.
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Salvage (Contd)

There has been a falling off of paper consumption at the mills
following the economic situation but it is expected that consumption
will rise once freedom has been restored. This should maintain, if
not incresse paper prices.
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Disposal

Mo progress in improving the dispossl of refuse and cesspool
and pail contents was made during the year. With the alterations
to the Canterbury S.D. works all cesspool contents have to be
transported to Westbere or Oldridge with the sddition of limited
amounts at Barham. The cost of emptying in the Waltham, Petham
and Charthem areas therefore is very expensive.

Refuse continues to be tipped at Denstead, Chartham, Sturry
and Oldridge. Tipping space at Oldridge is beginning to run out
and the life of the Chartham tip is now no more than 3 yesrs. The
situation at Sturry is brighter as Fessrs Bretts have agreed to use
commencing tipping operations off Bredlands Lane. We still have
no tip in the southern area and further attempts to uce the old
Elham Valley railway line failed., It is in situations such as
this that the large pay load of the compression vehicles reap
dividends.

If Bridge~Bleen is to continue to function as a Local Authorify
in the future, serious consideration will have to be given to the
disposal problem and shortage of readily available covering material.
In company with the Enginecr and Surveyor, I attended a demonstration
of pulverisation end apart from the noise of the operation, was very
impressed. As you probably know, with this system practically =21l
of the refuse is broken down into small perticles which are not
attractive to rats, birds or insects. No covering material is
needed and the improved consolidation of tips makes better use of
available land., It is still doubtful, however, whether this type
of disposal would be accepted in the southern part of our district
by the Kent River Board or Water Companies without the need to line
the dispoesal cres with -m imperviour material. Incireration shared
witn a neighbouring Authority is alsc a possibility.

General

The payment of bonus to all our scavenging staff continues
unmolested by Union interference. FPerhaps it is still too early
to sey that we have heard the last of this matter. Seven cesspool
emptiers are now operating full time without mates and the individual
earnings of the drivers, with overtime, regularly tops £19 per week.
The savings on mates, of course, is approximately £5,000 per annum
a figure which should always be borne in mind when considering the
cos* of the salvage scheme which finances the bonus payments to the
other members of the scavenging staff.

In the early part of the year the strength of the scavenging
gtaff was below the approved figure of 27 mainly due to pany resig-
nations and difficulty in filling posts. During the year three
familiar faces have gone. T. Furneaux retired in July after 33 years
service and H. Francis retired in February after 30 years, mainly on
pail emptying, and on whom I never had an adverse report.
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General (Contd)

In June we also had the untimely death of W.Apps (27 years servi-e)

although we knew that he did not enjoy the best of health during
the past few years.

WeRi T BB S TP BT T

Routine sampling of mains water has continued. There has bezn
a slight reduction in the number of properties without a w=inez suppl;-
due to private extensions and Housing Act action., To the best of ry
knowledge 59 properties rely on rain water tonks or wells and it is
hoped to sample some of these during 1967.

There are now b school swimming pocls in the area, =nd early
in the new year a public covered pool will be opened in Sturry.
Routine sampling is carried out ard advice given where necegsary.

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

During the year the standard conditions were amended to plug
cne or two loopholes, especially with i1egerd to the carrying out of
works on multiple sites, and to improve the legal phrasing

The only multiple site licensed during the year was for six
holiday vans at Broad Osk. There ere now 7 large sites (6 caravens
and over) and 27 individual or small sites. Woocdlends, Blean, is
now licensed after a long delesy regarding the planning aspect and
queries that have arisen by the development of the site ir advance
and in snticipation of the licence.

There have been far fewer complaints regarding caravans this
year. Those that have been received have concerned drainage at the
two large sites at Broad Osk, Although both owmers operate their
own neespool ecmptiers it is necessary for them to empty their
limited storage tanks at least daily to prevent & nuisance arising.
It is, of course, virtually impossible to ensure that these erpiyings
are regularly carried out, with the result thaet there hes been con-
tamiration with sewage of ditches and footpaths, I am quite sure
that if mein drainage had been available when these sites were in
their early stages of development many technical man hours would have
been saved and much ill will aveoided.

Re e D BN R - C O N TR 0.1

It will be seen later in the report that the nurber of inspections
and treatments cerried ocut during the year is markedly down on the
previcus year. This is due entirely to the absence of the Rodent
Operator on sick leave during the firset half of the year.
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RODENT CONTROL

The pattern of infestations during the yesar has followed that
of previous years with a higher infestation during th: Avturm, due,
no doubt, to the increased wet weather,

The services of the Ministry's Infestation Conticl laboratory
was sought to identify droppings picked up in an empty house where
a normal poison treatment had no effect and where damage to the
building was inconsistent with ret infestation. The droppings were
identified as probebly from a grey squirrel which could have gained
access to the house by a broken window pane.

New development in the district usually leads to complaints of
rats when the houses sre first occupied =nd more often than necescary
it is found that holes are left in the walls at pipe exits and the
rats have a ready made a-cess to the cavity of the wall and the roof
space, to the annoyance of the persons sleeping below.

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATIWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963

With the initial inspection of Offices and Shops ete., corpletead
the routine inspection of these premises has been carried on through-
out the year to check conditions.

The guarding of dangerous machirery laid down by the Act reguires
explanation to oceupiers who, although they are aware of the potential
danger, cannot see that guards, often expensive, are needed. The
Gravity food slicers have prezented some difficulties as gucrds have
not been readily avesilable and when fitted maoke the machine awlorard
to use.

Once again the year has seen no reported accidents to registered
premises within the district.

MISCELLANEOUS

Litter

Although there have been no prosecutiona, every effort is mads
to keep the countryside as clean as possible. In & further sttempt
to direct unwanted articles to the risht quarter, the charge of 5/-
for the removal of zdditional refuse was abolished in October. Ain
encouraging nunmber of requests sre received for this service but
it is necessary to ensure that we do not become haulage contractors.
Requests to remove tree branches, old sheds and articles cleared
from gardens etc. have to be carefully considered and in many cases
resisted,
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NISCELLANEOTS (Contd.)

Noise
We have had the usual crop of complaints but in my opinicn
none were justified., In dealing with complaints one g2ts ihs

impression that in a lot of cases the complainant has scwme axe to
grind. Objections having failed under the Plemming Acis, I suppose
it is only natursl for the complainant to lock for other legisiation,
with which to continue his case.

general

Routine inspections of Factories, Shops (Hours of Closing etc.)
Hop Pickers' Huts, Agricultural Workplaces, etc, etc, havz taken
place but call for no comments.

The unexpected situations which can confront a Public Hezlth
Inspector during the course of his duties was illustrated during
the year in the course of invastigating a complaint concerning a
smell on the first floor landing of 2 bloer of Conneil Flats.
Initially no cause of the smell was fourd but further questioning
of the occcupiers indicated that it emanated from inside one of .ihe
flats. When the dcor of .the flat was finally opened in response
to repeated 'Ynocking it was only too evident where the smell came
from and shortly even more astonishing was the realisation that =
perscn had been dead in the flat for a considerable time.

Subsequent enguiries by the Police revealed that the body had
been in the house for two months as far as could be ascertained.



APPENDIX
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HOUSING

Inspecticns and Actions taken etc.

A,

ITew houses erected by the Council T
New houses under construction by the Council .. ¢ 0 .2 o F
llew houses erected by Private Enterprise de e w | vatel i 8
Houses demolished under Housing Acts
Houses demolished by other persons ..

Housing Statistics

LI ) L) L L - L) [ a .

L LR L] e L] . w L]

3
fil
L L L L A 6
2
3

Houses otherwise closed for humsn habitation under Fousing Acts

Houses otherwise closed for human habitation by other persons

Conversions of properties into dwellings under Housing Acts « Wil

B. Inspections of Dwelling Houses during the year
1. (a) Kumber inspected under Housing Acts .v s¢ ¢ oo o o0 O3
b) Number of inspections made for that purpose .. .. «» . 3358
{cj Number of miscellaneous Housing visits .. 46 se a5 +s Gd
2. Number of dwelling houses found to be unfit for human _
hebitation (Sentions Bt o e L 2

3. Number of dwelling houses found to be unfit for human
hﬂbi tatim (F'Ection 9) ¥ & ¥ L L L E L L :ril
4, Number of rerresentationsmade to Local Authority with a view to:-
(a) Serving of notices requiring the execution of works(Sec,9) 171l
(b) The making of Demolition or Closing Orders (Section 16) 5
5. (a) ¥umber inspected under the Public Health ACt o+ +v o 31
(b) Number of inspections made for that purpose .. .. .. T1
6. Number of informal notices served e e e T
T+ Yumber of formal nutices cerved .. .. &5 5=  a- Wil
8. Number of cases of overcrowding kmown to the Local Authority

at 31st December, 1965 .. e A A e B R S 3
9. Number of such cases identified during the year 1966 .. .. 1
10, Humber of cases of overcrowding at 31st December, 1966 .. 4



FOOD AND DRUGS

Milk and Dairies

Wo. of statutory samples taken - 5
(a1l from St. Augustine's Hospital, Chartham)
No. of unsatisfactory samples -~ I'il

Foed Inspection

Amounts of food condemmed

Meat 16 1bs
Poultry 18 1lbs
Bacon 3 1bs
Butter 5 1bs
Vegetables (Carrots) -~ 171 tons
Tinned Vegetable 2% 1b
Tinned Fruit 3%+ 1t
Tinned I'eat B 1b

FACTORIES AND WORKPLACES

LLE

Visits and Action

1. Inspection for purposes of provisions as to health

Mumbers of

Number i

—_——

Fremisges on Inspect~i Writien 10ﬂaupiers

(1) Factories in which Secs. 1,2

| Register | tions |Notices | Prosecuted |
| 1

an i

3,4 and 6 are to be enforced
by Local futhoritles 1 - I - !

Factories not included in (i)
in which Sec T is enforced
by Local Authority 63

35

Cther premises in which Sec. 7
is enforced by Logal Authority
(exeluding outworkers premises) 6

B N L

TOTALS 79 50 = |

-t




F3CTORIES AND WORKPLACES

(Contd)

2, Cagses in which defects were found

Yumber of cases in which defects

| wumer of |
' |
1

were found cages in
ticul ? = whizh pros
Particulars Found Hemediedg Referred } ecutiasa |
| to H.M.| from H .M. | mere
i | Inspect. | Inspect. ! insti Avfﬂ!
i ' : ] B
Want of Dleanllneﬂﬁ (5.1) e - ' - - - - i
Overcrovding (o 1 o= - ! - o i - :
Unreasonable temperature (S.3) | - & i = % ! 7 i
Inadequate ventilation (5.4) T - | = = ; “, i
Ineffective drainage of l I i i
floor (8.6) i - = | = = ! i |
Sanitary convenisences (E,?] (= - ; - - j -
(a) Insufficient ' [ = I = |
(b) Unsuitable or defective 1 } = = ! - I
(¢) Not separate for sexes | - - j = 2 ;
f i :
Other offences against the Act | | i | i
(not including offences relating 2 | 2 i - - i - i
to Outwork) i i f E ‘
| l | |
' ] |
TOTAL R T =i =]
{3 o 115 Clel et Lt 0 T L 1 0

Pemises Imspected

204 (%06 in 1965)
Premises Treated _] 147 (218 in 1965)

Canterbury Water Co.

WATER

U R e

lean
Chartham
Chislet
Fordwich
Hackington
Harbledown
Hoath

Lower Hardres

Sturry

¥id Kent Water Co.

Barham
Kingston
Paetham

Upper Hardres
Waltham

Blean (small portion)

Womenswold

Thanington Without

VWesthera

Thanet Water Board

Adisham
Bekesbhourne
Bridge
Bishopsbourne
Ickham
Littlebourne
Patrixhourne
Wickhambreaux.



WATER

SAMPLING

Number of main water samples taken
Satisfactory

Number of samples taken from other

sources

Swimming Pools

Mumber of samples taken

Veh. Mo, Index Ho.
1 GFil 779C
2 JKT 301
3 8227 HI
il CFI 306B
5 JG 762
6 LKE 684
T LEK 917

11 UFN 802
12 SFI 286
13 IKR 596C
14 S 127
15 49 WKP
19 UJG 538
20 YIG 396
22 UFll 922
23 0JG 424
25 2721 N
26 FKI, 667C
27 GKO £26D
28 GKO 527D
30 WJIG T46
31 1476 TN

Satisfactory

Satisfactory
YEHIT GLE FLEET
Registered Make

1965 Bedford
1947 Dennis
1963 Bedford
1964 Bedford
1961 Bedford
1948 Dennis
1949 Dennis
1960 Karrier
1959 Bedford
1965 Dennis
1954 Dennis
1963 Dennis
1960 Morris Van
1961 Austin Van
1960 Austin Van
1958 Austin Van
1962 I'orris Van
1965 Mastin Van
1966 Auetin Van
1966 Austin Van
1961 Fordsaon
1062 Fordson

14
12

_Buties

Cesspool
Cesspool
Cesspool
Cesspool
Cesspool
Cesspool
Cesspool

Ermptying
Erptying
Zmetying
Empiying
Emptying
W/5S,

Erptying

Refuse Collection
Refuse Collectiom
Refuse Collecticn
Refuse Collection
Refuse Collection

Ingineer & Surveyor
& Surveyor
Ingineer & Surveyor

Engineer

Rodent Control

Garage

Ingineer

& Surveyor

Treasurer
Treasurer
Refuge Disposal
Sewapge Works






