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To the Chairman and Members of the

BRADFORD AND MELKSHAM RURAL
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report for 1960 on
the health of Bradford and Melksham Rural District.

I have pleasure in recording that a good general standard of
health was maintained throughout the year,

Some cases of dysentery occurred during the Spring and one
or two of these cases had a persistent infection for several weeks.
In view of the prevalence of this disease at that time, routine
precautions were emphasised in the schools and much co-operation
was received from the school staffs in the implementation of these
measures. One village school in particular had a high proportion
of cases, and thanks to the energetic co-operation of the Head
Teacher, spread of the disease was restricted.

Three cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were notified in 1961,
two of these cases occurring in Service personnel.

The immunisation statistics show an increase in the number
of primary immunisations against diphtheria and whooping cough
in 1960 and this year has seen the introduction of tetanus im-
munisation in welfare clinics and schools. Poliomyelitis vaccination
continues and was extended to persons under 40 years of age.

Finally, I should like to take this opportunity of thanking the
Members of the Council and the Health Committee for their
encouragement, and my colleagues for their help during the year.

I am,

Your obedient servant,
P. J. SPELLER,
Medical Officer of Health.


















OUTLINE OF THE HEALTH SERVICES OPERATING
IN THE AREA

Laboratory Facilities

The Public Health Laboratory, Manor Hospital, Bath, under-
takes all necessary bacteriological and pathological examinations
in the district.

The laboratory with its skilled staff, provides a most valuable
service with regard to the examination of drinking water, food
and milk samples, throat swabs, etc., and their willing co-operation
and expert advice is much appreciated.

Hospital Facilities
The South-Western Regional Hospital Board is responsible
for hospital facilities in this district.

The two hospitals in the area are a general hospital at
Melksham, and a hospital for the chronic sick at Semington.
Other general hospitals are situated in Devizes and Trowbridge,
with larger ones in Bath and Bristol.

The nearest hospital for the treatment of common infectious
disease is Bath Isolation Hospital. The nearest Smallpox Hospital
is at Bristol.

County Health Facilities

The following health services operating in the district are
provided by the County Health Committee:—

Care of expectant and nursing mothers and young children.
Domiciliary Midwifery.

Health Visiting.

Home Nursing,

Arangements for vaccination and immunisation.

Ambulances and ambulance cars.

Domestic Helps.

Arrangements under Part III of the National Health Service

Act for the prevention of illness; care and after-care; and
health education.

Mental Health Service.
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Re-housing of Tuberculosis Patients

Cases are referred from tire o ume by the Chest Physician
for consideration for r{--housing. These cases are classihed as
follows:—

Certificate No. 1. Sputum-positive cases where re-housing
1s considered urgent for the prevention of infection.

Certificate No. 2. Where better housing would be desir-
able in order to improve and maintain the patient’s health.

Certificate No. 3. Where improved housing would be
beneficial but 1s not an urgent matter,
None of the above certificates was received during the year.

Diphtheria Immunisation

Diphtheria immunisation is carried out systematically through-
out the district by General Practivoners and County Medical
Officers, in homes, schools and clinics,

Immunisation Statistics, 1960

Under |
Age Group 1 | 2 3 4 ! 5-9 :]ﬂ—|4
e — - ——— _JI L —
Primary umms. Dip 129 20 bk 12 —_
completed — ! I | —
during 1960 Wh/c 121 19 | 17 | 1 2 : o
 Dip: S S R AREST T RE
Re-inf. injs. £ s | | | | I
administered Wh/c - 6 e Ll aage 1
during 1960 | ,-——-’»——! I
Pre TS T S G T T
Total immunised | 1/1/56 I | |
child population | —| I
at 31st Dec., 1960 | Post I I | I I
1/1/56 37 | 113 | 96| 85| 98 ] 462 | &7

Compared with 1939 the number of primary immunisations

agamst diphtheria rose from 102 to 179. The number of reinforcing
injections administered rose from 125 to 157.

The total immunised child population at the end of the year
was 1,795 compared with 1,917 in 1959. The number of primary
whooping cough immunisations rose from 90 to 159 and reinforcing
rose from 52 to 71. :
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REPORT
of the
SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my thirceenth Annual Report to
this Council.

During 1960, routine inspections and improvements have
continued. Speciz] mention should be made of the progress obtained
under the Clean Air Act, 1956, the work entailed by the Caravan
Sites and Control of Development Act, 1960, and the Report
(approved by the Ministry) on Slaughterhouse Facilities under
the Slaughterhouses Act, 1958,

[ would ask the Chairman and Members of the Ceuncil and
Committees to zccept this expression of gratitude for their guid-
ance, also Dr. Speller for his co-operation and Mr. Evans, Miss
Pile, Mrs. Godfrey and Miss Penny for their assistance so readily
given. The Rodent Operator has continued his duties to the
obvious satisfaction of the householders in the district.

I have the honour to be, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

Your Obedient Servant,
W. A. NOBLE,
Senior Public Health Inspector.

STAFF
Additional Public
Health Inspector Mr. D. L. Evans
Clerk/Typist Miss V. A, Pile,
(resigned on 20th June, 1960)
Mrs. E. Godfrey,
(from 13th June to 9th September, 1960)
Miss J. Penny,
(commenced duty on 7th September, 1960)
Rodent Operator Mr. A. H. Hart
Refuse Collection Mr. J. H. Goodenough, (Foreman/Driver)
Mr. H. Genders, (Driver)
Mr. P. Sutherland, (Loader/Relief Driver)
Mr. R. C. Trott, (Loader/Relief Driver)
Mr. R. G. Howe
Mr. M. Stecak
17



Tip Operators Mr. P. Sawyer
Mr. GG. Humphries

MEAT AND FOODS

Notices
Number = Inspections Notices complied
Served with

Bakehouses (e il 16 1 I
Slaughterhouses ... re 459 — —
Butchers’ Shops ... A e 12 | 2
Catering Establishments ... 23 24 3 —
Food Shops o 44 161 4 3
Schools ol 20 1 ]
Licensed Premises ... s {2l 53 7 3
Licensed Slaughtermen ... 4 — =h =
Licensed Game Premises ... 1 3 - —

Note—It will be noticed throughout this report that, on occasion, more
notices are shown as * complied with” than * served.” This is
explained by work, requested in 1959, being completed in 1960,

The two private slaughterhouses have continued in operation
during the year (amimals slaughtered and condemnation figures
are shown in Appendix “A”). Compliance with the Slaughter-
houses (Hygiene) Regulations, 1958, and the Slaughter of Animals
(Prevention of Cruelty) Regulations, 1958, has mainly been
obtained. :

The Report on Slaughterhouse Facilities under the Slaughter-
houses Act, 1958, was submitted to and accepted by the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the date for comphance
with the construction regulations will be Ist January, 1962. The
outstanding work in this respect is not large.

We have maintained 1009% inspection by the working of
overtime including every Sunday and Bank Holiday. Ante-mortem
inspection is not possible, No horses have been slaughtered during
the year.

The success of the Tuberculosis Attested Area scheme 1s
shown by our condemnation figures. The few cases of tuberculosis,
which have been discovered, are referred to the Animal Health
Division of the Ministry for enquiries at the farm concerned.

The Council accepted my report in December giving details
of the arrangements made under the Meat (Staining and
Sterilisation) Regulations, 1960.

18






MILK AND DARIES
Milk and Dairies Regulations

Notices
Number Inspections Notices complied
Served with

Dairies i R

Distributors i aA]

Dairymen operating from 286 | 1
outside district i

Producer/Retailer L AR

Milk (Special Designation) Regulations

* Tuberculin Tested ™ Dealers Licences 7

* Pasteurised ” Dealers Licences 7

Supplementary “ Tuberculin Tested ” Licences 15

Supplementary * Pasteurised * Licences 14

Supplementary * Sterilised 7 Licence ... I

Set out below are the sample results of * designated ” milk.

Number of * Tuberculin Tested ” Milk Samples B (0.
Number of Satisfactory “ Tuberculin Tested " Milk Samples 103
Number of * Pasteurised” Milk Samples 88
Number of Satisfactory * Pasteurised ” Milk Samples ... 86

Number of * Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised)”
Milk Samples 72

Number of Satisfactory ** Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised)™

Milk Samples 72
Number of * Sterilised ¥ Milk Samples 6
Number of Satisfactory * Sterilised ” Milk Samples b
Number of Biological Samples for Tubercle Bacillus and

Brucella Abortus 44
Number of Satisfactory Biological Samples for Tubercle

Bacillus +
Number of Satisfactory Biological Samples for Brucella

Abortus 42

Our sampling routine has involved considerable time and
travelling. By virtue of the Milk (Special Designation) Regu-
lations, 1960, the duty of licensing and sampling is transferred to
the County Council as from Ist January, 1961. At the end of the
year, the County Council had made enquiry as to whether District
Councils were prepared to undertake these duties as a delegated

power,
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MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

Notices
Number Inspections  Notices complied
: Served  with
Licences Refused ... e i
Individual Licences 108 2 2

Site Licences s |

[t is pleasing to report that no complaints have been received
during the year regarding gypsies at Norrington Common,

All sites, licensed by the Council, have been nspected to
ensure compliance with the licence conditions,

A special report was submitted to the Public Health Commit-
tee in November on the implications of the Caravan Sites and
Control of Development Act, 1960. All our sites are small (the
Iargest having 9 caravans) and the Council agreed seven standard
conditions relating to number of caravans on site, water supply.
senitary accomodation, disposal of waste water, paths, fire
extinguisher and refuse bin,

RODENT CONTROL

Details, in the form required by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Foed, are given in Appendix “D.”

The Rodent Operator has continued with his routine inspec-
tions, including farm inspections. We now have 15 farm contracts
for which a fixed charge is made, each farm is visited every 4
months and the necessary treatments carried out.

During the year, the Holt Sewerage System was test baited
twice and the new Atworth Sewerage System on one occasion. |
am pleased to say there were “ no takes.”

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

A weekly collection throughout the District is maintained with
a limited service for some trade refuse. A collection, under con-
tract, at the R.A.F. Station, Melksham Without, is in operation
with very satisfactory results. The Council have two 10 cu. yd. refuse
collection vehicles—one Bedford and one Ford. Apart from normal
running troubles, these give very good service.

The tip at Westwood is nearing completion and a supply of
top soil has been obtained for final cover. Planning permission has
been granted for the use of an alternative site nearby.
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SALVAGE

During the year, the following items of salvage have been
sold:

Weight Approx. Value

tons cwits. grs.  lbs. A

Wools Weiap, = 2 3 2 P21 0y
Rags : 3 1 0 14 27163
Waste Pdptr AT 6 3 0 DB Ty
Scrap Metal 4 b 2 i Pl -3
Totgl Ll £266 14 |

CESSPOOL EMPTYING SERVICE

This service, brought into operation in 1948, has been utilised
to clear 459 cesspools and septic tanks during 1960,

The Contractors, employed by the Council, visit the District
every three months and it has been useful to many householders
to have a standing order for such clearances with the Council.

The service has grown from 75 clearances in 1948 to 459
clearances in 1960,

HOUSING
Number of houses inspected and recorded 29
Number of houses suitzble for action under Section 16 0[
the Housing Act, 1957 ¥ 5 . 29

Number of houses suitable for action L‘l]‘]dLI’ Sectmn Q9 t:-f
the Housing Act, 1957 -

Number of Demolition Orders i1ssued 14

Number of Closing Orders issued 10

Number of undertakings accepted under Sectmn 15 of the
Housing Act, 1957 8

Number of notices under Section 9 of th{: Hnuimg Act, 195? —

The Council’s policy is to formally deal with dwellings which
were placed in Category IV in the Housing Survey and similarly
to deal with properties becoming vacant where re-letting might
provide a “ stepping stone ” to Council re-housing. The policy has
been pursued through the year and 29 cottages have been so
formally reported to the Housing Committee as suitable for action
under Section 16 of the Housing Act, 1957. Every endeavour is
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made to persuade owners to undertake re-conditioning schemes
and to take advantage of Improvement Grants.

- During the year, 3 cottages were demolished and 6 re-con-
ditioned.

47 Discretionary Grants (total £16,777 10s, 0d.) and 17
Standard Grants under the House Purchase and Housing Act,
1959, have been made during 1960. Some considerable discussion
and inspections are a preliminary to such applications but the
work is well justified by the results.

No applications have been made during the year for Certifi-
cates of Disrepair under the Rent Act, 1957,

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936

Number of inspections ma
Number of informal notices served 6
Number of statutory notices served bt —
Number of informal notices complied with ot il

Number of statutory notices complied with G L —

RIVERS, STREAMS AND SEWERAGE

Four of the thirteen parishes (Atworth, Hilperton, Holt and
Winsley) now have sewerage systems and further schemes are
envisaged by the Council. Throughout the District, informal
action has been taken to prevent pollution of streams and water
courses, but sewer ditches continue to be a problem.

SWIMMING BATHS

There are no swimming baths or pools open to the public in
this area. Various samples and some adwvisory work was under-
taken for private pools at schools in the District.

CLEAN AIR ACT, 1956

Following the last two years’ preliminary work, I am glad to
say that co-operation with the Managements of various firms has
been very well sustained and the following condensed results of
smoke observations taken with Ringlemann Charts show the
improvement which has been obtained. (The percentage of
observations showing non-compliance is, for the respective quarters,
21%, 7%, 25% and 20%).
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Smoke Observations, 1960

Premises 1959 Jan.-Mar. Apr.-Jun. Jul-Sep. Oct.-Dec.

C N G G N w08 G N

A L b - + 2 3 :
B 20 4 G 4 4 2 3

C 1 ey b 4 - 2 2 I
1) 16«9 e 5 - - OO 4

E 19- o 4 I | i I 3
I’ 1o . e + | - 2 4

Total 90 @il 3 1 B 120 L R (e

i

“C 7 indicates compliance with the Clean Air Act and the Dark
Smoke (Permitted Periods) Regulations, 1958.

* N7 indicates non-compliance.

[t should be mentioned that as regards premises * E,” I have
a written assurance that some old hand fired Lancashire boilers
will be replaced with a modern type boiler, Considerable
structural work will be entailed and the installation will commence
by the end of 1961.

In the case of premises * F,” different types of fuel are being
irted and the matter is a{,twtly before the Regional Board who
control the premises.

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS

ACT, 1951
Number of Premises chisttrcd 2
Number of Visits nd 7
Number of Samples obtained ¥ 5 8

Three samples of rag flock, two of f!:*athf:rs two of hair and
one of cotton felt were obtained during the year. To save expense,
these samples were taken informally.

I am pleased to report that all the samples proved satisfactory.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

Number of Premises Licensed 1
Number of Visits 1

Before renewal of the Ilccncc the prmm‘;cs are visited hy me
and the Local Inspector of the R. S.P.C. A., to whom my thanks are
due for co-operation and advice.

AGRICULTURE (SAFETY, HEALTH AND WELFARE
PROVISIONS) ACT, 1956

The Rodent Operator has continued with the inspection of
farms under this Act in conjunction with his rodent control farm
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mspections. The necessary details of 9 farms have been officially
recorded.

So far, we have not found it necessary to serve any notices
under the Act and it seems to me that, as far as the provisions
enforceable by local authorities are concerned, the type of farm
in this area does not provide difficulties.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS (WASTE FOODS) ORDER, 1957

One of the premises licensed by the Council under the above
Order has been discontinued and the licence cancelled. The
remaining six premises have been wvisited and conditions appear
quite reasonable,

OFFICES ACT, 1960

This Act comes into force on the lst January, 1962. When
the regulations regarding health, safety and welfare are issued, a
preliminary survey appears desirable.

NOISE ABATEMENT ACT, 1960

The terms of this new Act were discussed by the Public
Health Committee. Obviously, a rural district such as this does not
provide serious noise problems, but the provisions of the Act would
be employed when the occasion arises,

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY SERVICE

I would like to make special mention of the very good service
given to this Council by Dr. Mann and the Public Health Labora-
tory at Manor Hospital, Bath. All our milk, ice-cream and water
samples are given prompt attention and it is of very great assistance
to have Dr. Mann's advice so readily available.

GENERAL

The following visits have been made in connection with
miscellaneous items requiring attention:—

Drainage ol A
Water Supply 75
Salvage 7
Miscellaneous Hnumlg Visits and Small Dwetlmgs Acqm-

sition Act enquiries ) LAyl
Refuse Collection and D1spnsa1 a1 348
Rodent Control 18
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