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Yaccination
Number of persons vaccinated (or re-vaccinated) during 1956 :(—

Age Group J Under 1 I i 24 | 5-14 15 or over | ToraL
Vaccinations 53 9  AlRs 2D 86
Re-vaccinations e 1 24 21 24

Slightly less primary wvaccinations were undertaken during
1956, a total of 86, compared with 89 in the previous year,

Vaccination is performed under the National Health Service
by General Practitioners. Emergency clinics can be operated in
the event of an outbreak of smallpox in County Health Clinics at
Salisbury and Swindon, Vaccination propaganda is undertaken
hy the County Health Authority.

It would continue to appear that too few babies are being
vaccinated at the present time, and in sharp contrast to diphtheria
immunisation, which is relatively popular, vaccination in infancy
15 in my experience inclined to be viewed with relative indifference
at the present time. Everything possible, therefore, requires to be
done toward stimulating public opinion in favour of vaccination
and impressing on them the constant danger of smallpox outbreaks
in a poorly protected community,

Food Poisoning
No cases of food poisoning were reported.

National Assistance Act, 1948

SEcTION 47 : REMovaL To SuiTasLE PrEMISES oF PERSONS
IN NEED OF CARE AND ATTENTION

Happily, it was not found necessary to obtain compulsory
removal of any persons against their will from their homes.

‘T'his latter step is one that should only be considered after all
the assistance that can be given by Home Helps, District Nurses,
National Assistance Officers and Welfare Officers, etc., has failed
to provide the care and attention needed, and it is felt that there
is need for more co-ordination of these services which are avail-
able to assist the aged and infirm.
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REPORT

OF THE
SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR

—— -

Mr. Chairman, l.adies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my ninth Annual Report to
this Council.

The year 1956 has been one of steady progress with an
expansion in the Refuse Collection Service to include the R.A.F.
Station at Melksham Without, a detailed survey under the Food
Hygiene Regulations and an augmented routine for milk sampling.

May I mention my gratitude to the Chairman and Members
of the Council and Committees for their guidance, to Dr. Killoh
for his co-operation and to Mr, Beresford and Miss Gatt for
their assistance and attention to detail. The Rodent Operator
and the eight members of the Refuse Collection and Disposal
Staff have worked admirably and have rendered good service to
the public.

I bhave the honour to be, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

W. A. NOBLE,
Senior Public Hea'th Inspector.

STAFF

Additional Public Mgr. T. P. BERESFORD
Health Inspector

Clerk/Typist Miss B. Garr
Rodent Operator Mze. A. H. Harr (from 4th June, 1956)
Refuse Collection Mgz. J. H. GoopeExoucH (Foreman/Driver)
Mgr. H. Genpgrs (Driver)
Mk. R. C. TrorT
Mgr. P. SUTHERLAND

Mg, P. TunstaLL (from 26th March, 1956)
Mr. R. G. Howe (from 12th June, 1956)

Tip Operators Mg. P, SAwYER
Mzr. J. T. GrLes.
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WATER

Number of Public Water Supplies in the District 12
Number of Bacteriological Samples obtained during 1956 53

Number of Samples taken for chemical analysis during
1956 —

Appendix “B” of this Report sets out the sample results for
the year.

[ am not in a position to give, with any degree of accuracy,
the number of houses and the population in each Parish supplied
from public water mains direct to houses, or by means of stand-
pipes. None of the water supplies appear to be liable to plumbo-
solvent action,

FACTORIES

Notices
Number Inspections Notices complied
Served with

Factories with power ... 27 41 1 2
Factories without power ... 2 2 - —
Qutworkers Ay 5] 4 — —

The requirements of the Factories Act, 1937, appear to be
complied with and full details, as required by the Ministry, are
contained in Appendix “ C.”

SHOPS
Notices
Number Inspections Notices complied
Served with

Shops L7 48 — 1

During the course of the year, all the shops were visited and
conditions were found to be generally satisfactory.

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

Notices
Number Inspections Notices complied
Served with
Site Licences =8 13
Individual Licences T 52 3 2
Licences Refused e —

[t is again pleasing to report that no complaints have been
received during the year regarding gipsies at Norrington Commen.

All the sites, licensed by the Council, have been inspected
to ensure that the licence conditions are fulfilled.
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RODENT CONTROL

Details, in the form required by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, are given in Appendix “ D.”

The arrangement of a part-time Rodent Operator has proved
satisfactory.

The public sewerage systems have been test baited and it was
found necessary to treat a section of one such system.

To save expense, the Council have agreed to a limited supply
of Warfarin being left with suitable householders where minor
infestations are reported. Printed warnings and instructions are
affixed to each packet of this rodenticide.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

The Council entered into a contract to carry out the refuse
collection at the R.A.F. Station, Melksham Without. Such work
commenced on the 3rd April, 1956, and great credit is due to our
men that the work has proceeded very smoothly. We have also
commenced a limited collection of trade refuse.

The Council now have two 10 cubic yard vehicles — one Bed-
ford (delivered in March, 1956) and one Ford (delivered in
November, 1956). The Dennis 7 cubic yard vehicle met with an
accident in September whilst on loan to another Department. This
vehicle was sold as scrap and the Cﬂuncﬂ hired a lorry pending
the delivery of the Ford.

Both vehicles are diesel driven and this fuel is provided in
bulk at our new Depot at Frome Road, Bradford on Avon.

SALVAGE

During the year, the following items of salvage have been
sold :—

; : : *"Weight Approx. Value

Waste Paper - ... voo 24tons10cwts.2qrs. £187 5 8
Scrap Metal 19 cwts. £3. 1610
Torar, ... £191 1 8

There has been a complete collapse in the market for sal-
vaged paper and the merchants have not collected any from us
since June, 1956. It seems wrong that this valuable raw material
should be burnt at our Tips.
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PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936

Number of inspections el
Number of informal notices served ... pLA, el |-
Number of statutory notices served ... 2
Number of informal notices complied with P

Number of statutory notices complied with ... - —

A summary of work carried out by informal action is given
in Appendix “E” of this report.

Following the service of the two statutory notices in con-
nection with a nuisance from the drainage of a piggery the Coun-
cil's case was heard by the Bradford on Avon Magistrates Court.
On two separate occasions the hearing lasted a complete day. On
each occasion the Council’s case was accepted, a fine was imposed
and costs obtained.

RIVERS, STREAMS AND SEWERAGE

Informal action has been taken in various parts of the district
to prevent pollution of streams and water courses. Sewer ditches
continue to be a problem. Only three of the 13 Parishes (Winsley,
Hilperton and Holt) have sewerage systems, but additional
schemes are envisaged by the Surveyor to the Counéil,

We have co-operated with the Bristol Avon River Board in
the removal and disposal of various animal carcases found in the
river at Limpley Stoke Weir.

SWIMMING BATHS

There are no swimming baths or pools open to the public in
this area. Various samples and some advisory work was under-
taken for a private pool at a schoaol.

SMOKE ABATEMENT

No formal action was found to be necessary during the year
with regard to smoke abatement.

With the arrival of the Clean Air Act, 1956, the Council
have authorised a letter being sent to the proprietors of various
industrial premises. Attention has been drawn to the provisions
of the Act and consultations invited with the Council’s Officers
and the National Industrial Fuel Efficiency Service.
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RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951

Number of Premises chistercd 2
Number of Visits ... ; 6
Number of Samples nbtamed 6

Four samples of rag flock, one of kapok mixture and one of
woollen mixture felt were obtained, To save time and expense,
these samples were taken informally.

One sample of rag flock failed in the statutory test and im-
mediate investigations were made, The Public Health Inspector
for the district where the rag flock was processed, also made
enquiries and took samples. Later check samples proved satis-
factory.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

Number of Premises Licensed 2
Number of Visits ... 2

Before renewal of licences, the premises are visited by me
and the Local Inspector of R.5.P.C.A., to whom my thanks are
due for co-operation and advice.

HEATING APPLIANCES (FIREGUARDS) ACT, 1952
No action has been taken during the year.

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY SERVICE

I would like to make special mention of the very good service
given to this Council by Dr. Mann and the Public Health Labora-
tory at Manor Hospital, Bath. All our milk, ice cream and water
samples are given prompt attention and it is of very great assist-
ance to have Dr. Mann's advice so readily available,

GENERAL

The following visits have been made in connection with
miscellaneous items requiring attention ;—

Drainage ... AR, caw 414
Water Supply e S
Salvage 4
Miscellaneous Hﬂusmg Visits and Small Dweilmgs Acquisi-

tion Act enquiries R - -
Infectious Diseases ... 7
Refuse Collection and Dtspnsa] N )
Rodent Control e 49
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