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OUTLINE OF THE HEALTH SERVICES OPERATING
IN THE AREA

Laboratory Facilities

The Public Health Laboratory, Manor Hospital, Bath, under-
takes all necessary bacteriological and pathological examinations
in the District.

This laboratory with its skilled staff provides a most valuable
service with regard to the examination of drinking water, food
and milk samples, throat swabs, etc., and their willing co-operation
and expert advice is much appreciated.

Hospital Facilities
The South-Western Regional Hospital Board is responsible
for hospital facilities in this district.

The two hospitals in the area are a general hospital in Melk-
sham, and a hospital for the chronic sick at Semington. Other
general hospitals are situated in Devizes and Trowbridge, with

larger ones in Bath and Bristol.

The nearest hospital for the treatment of common infectious
disease is the Isolation Hospital at Trowbridge, while cases of
Poliomyelitis are generally treated in Bath Isolation Hospital.
The nearest Smallpox Hospital is at Bristol.

County Health Facilities

The following health services operating in the district are
provided by the County Health Committee :—

Care of expectant and nursing mothers and young children.
Domiciliary Midwifery.
Health Visiting.
Home Nursing.
Arrangements for vaccination and immunization.
Ambulances and ambulance cars.

Domestic Helps.

Arrangements under Part III of the National Health
Service Act for the prevention of illness; care and after-
care ; and health education,

Mental Health Service.
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Considerably less primary vaccinations were undertaken
during 1955, a total of 89 compared with 119 in the previous year.

Vaccination is performed under the National Health Service
by General Practitioners. Emergency clinics can be operated in
the event of an outbreak of smallpox in County Health Clinics at
Salisbury and Swindon. Vaccination propaganda is undertaken
by the County Health Authority,

It would continue to appear that too few babies are being
vaccinated at the present time, and in sharp contrast to diphtheria
immunization, which is relatively popular, vaccination in infancy
is in my experience inclined to be viewed with relative indifference
at the present time. FEverything possible, therefore, requires to be
done toward stimulating public opinion in favour of vaccination
and impressing on them the constant danger of smallpox outbreaks
in a poorly protected community.

Food Poisoning

N cases of food poisoning were reported.

National Assistance Act, 1948

SECTION 47 : REMOVAL To SUITABLE PREMISES oF PERSONS
IN NEED OF CARE AND ATTENTION

Happily, it was not found necessary to obtain compulsory
removal of any persons against their will from their homes,

This latter step is one that should only be considered after all
the assistance that can be given by Home Helps, District Nurses,
National Assistance Officers and Welfare Officers, etc., has failed
to provide the care and attention needed, and it is felt that there
is need for more co-ordination of these services which are avail-
able to assist the aged and infirm.
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MEAT AND FOODS

Notices

Number Inspections Notices complied
Served with
Bakehouses o, s 10 1 —
Slaughterhouses ... ST 428 — —
Butcher's Shops ... a2 b M 4 2 —
Catering Establishments ... 36 71 7 2
Food Shops e 45 4 1
Licensed Premises L ] 29 2 —
Licensed Slaughtermen ... 6 — — —

The two private slaughterhouses in this district have con-
tinued in operation during the year, one with slaughtering once a
week and the other with slaughtering practically every day
(animals slaughtered and condemnation figures are shown in
Appendix “A"™). This entails a considerable amount of overtime
including work every Sunday and Bank Holiday. The appoint-
ment of an Additional Sanitary Inspector has enabled a rota to be
operated so that alternate Sundays are spent off duty. Ante-
mortem inspection of animals is not possible. No horses have
been slaughtered in this District during 1955.

During the year plans were submitted and approved by the
Council for enlarging and improving one slaughterhouse. The
improvements will include a separate slaughtering booth so that
the existing slaughterhouse can be used as a cooling hall. T would
like to express here my thanks to Mr. Sillars, the Area Technical
Adviser of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, for
his co-operation and suggestions when the improvement scheme
was being prepared. It is hoped that the building work of this
scheme will be done early in 1956,

Although meat inspection has absorbed a great deal of time,
a re-survey of food premises has been made during the year and
further work is being planned for 1956 following the arrival of
the Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955.

19



ICE CREAM

Notices

Number Inspections Notices complied

Served with

Retailers A 216 1 1

Manufacturers ... e — — =t g
The results of the year’s sampling are set out below,

Owur figures for this year are not quite as good as in previous
years, Samples taken from retailers supplied by a manufacturer
outside this district gave poor results for a short period. I am
glad to say that we obtained very good co-operation from the
Sanitary Inspector of the district concerned, the supplies of ice
cream were returned to the manufacturer for re-processing and
later samples showed improved resuits.

Total Number of Samples 158

PERCENTAGE OF SAMPLES
Grade 1 Grade I or II Grade I11 Grade IV
82-3% 93:-7% 4-4% 1-9%

The Public Health Laboratory Service suggests that 50% of
a vendor’s samples should fall into Grade I, 809 into Grade I or
II, no more than 209% into Grade JII and none into Grade IV.

MILK AND DAIRIES
MILK AND DAIRIES REGULATIONS

Notices
Number Inspections Notices complied
Served with
Dairies SRS |
Distributors SRR . } 184 oy o
Producer/Retailers 5420
MiLk (SpEciAL DESIGNATION) REGULATIONS
“ Tuberculin Tested " Dealers’ Licences e TR
““ Pasteurised ” Dealers’ Licences o 9
Supplementary “ Tuberculin Tested ” Llcences S il
Supplementary ‘“ Pasteurised ” Licences s e

Set out below are the sample results of “ designated " milk.

Number of “ Tuberculin Tested " Milk Samples wr did
Number of satisfactory “ Tuberculin Tested " Milk Samples 106
Number of * Pasteurised ” Milk Samples ... gy oy

Number of satisfactory “ Pasteurised ” Milk Samples ... 53

Number of Biological Samples for Tubercle Bacillus and
Brucella Abortus RN

Number of satisfactory Biological Samp]es e
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Our milk sampling routine is aimed to take a monthly sample
from every distributor holding a special designation licence. In
practice, all sorts of difficulties can arise in obtaining a supply of
ice (in which to transport the samples) or in finding the rounds-
man in the district. This entails heavy demands on time and
travelling but I think we can be proud of our sampling record.
As this district became part of a specified area on the 6th Decem-
ber, 1955, we now have the satisfaction of knowing that no raw
milk, other than “ Tuberculin Tested ” milk, is being retailed in
our district.

WATER
Number of Public Water Supplies in the District ... 14
Number of Bacteriological Samples obtained during 1955 73

Number of Samples taken for chemical analysis during
1955 1

Appendix “B” of this Report sets out the sample results for
the year.

I am not in a position to give, with any degree of accuracy,
the number of houses and the population in each Parish supplied
from public water mains direct to houses, or by means of stand-
pipes. None of the water supplies appears to be liable to plumbo-
solvent action,

FACTORIES
Notices
Number Inspections Notices complied
Served with
Factories with power ... 27 46 -+ 3
Factories without power ... 2 2 — —
QOutworkers s 3 — —

The requirements of the Factories Act, 1937, appear to be
complied with and full details, as required by the Ministry, are
contained in Appendix “ C.”

SHOPS
Notices

Number Inspections Notices complied
Served with

Shops - 41 48 1 —

During the course of the year, all the shops were visited and
conditions were found to be generally satisfactory.
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MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

Notices
Number Inspections Notices complied
Served with
Site Licences e
Individual Licences i } 45 — -
Licences Refused oy

[t 1s again pleasing to report that no complaints have been
received during the year regarding gipsies at Norrington Common.

All the sites, licensed by the Council, have been visited during
the year to ensure that the conditions of the licences were fulfilled.

RODENT CONTROL

Details, in the form required by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, are given in Appendix “ D.”

The arrangement of a part-time Rodent Operator has gen-
erally proved satisfactory. 1 am also pleased to report good
relations and co-operation with the Ministry of Agriculture, Fish-
eries and Food and the Pests Officers of the Agricultural Ex-
ecutive Committee. Such co-operation leads to a good public
service. :

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

This service, with a weekly collection, has been maintained

throughout the year with scarcely any complaints from the public.
Credit 1s due to the Driver and ILoaders for this satisfactory

record.

Nevertheless, the condition of our refuse vehicle has been
causing some concern and we anticipate the delivery of a new
vehicle in the early part of 1956.

SALVAGE

During the year, the following items of salvage have been

sold :—
Weight Approx. Value

Waste Paper ... ... 91tons1 cwt. 0qr. £400 19 3
Scrap Metal Jtons 12cwts.2qrs. £14 10 O

ToTAL ... 415 9 3

The price for the salvaged paper was increased on the lst
February, 1955, from £6 10s. 0d. to £7 10s. Od. per ton, and in
May to £8 per ton. The Council have continued the salvage bonus
for the men. This valuable raw material is being saved and the
difficulties of disposing of it at our tips are avoided.
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CESSPOOL EMPTYING SERVICE

This service, brought into operation in 1948 has been
utilized to clear 367 cesspools and septic tanks during 1955,

The contractors, employed by the Council, visit the district
every 3 months.

The growth of the service can be judged by the following
figures :—

1948 75 clearances
1949 08 clearances
1950 120 clearances
1951 175 clearances
1952 234 clearances
1953 290 clearances
1955 367 clearances
HOUSING
*Number of houses inspected and recorded ... 3
*Number of houses suitable for action under Section 11 of
the Housing Act, 1936 ... 8
“Number of houses suitab'e for action under Section 9 of
the Housing Act, 1936 ... e —
Number of Demolition Orders issued SRS

Number of undertakings accepted under Section 11 of the
Housing Act, 1936 iy s

Number of notices under Section 9 of the Housing Act,
1936 o

* See remarks regarding Housing Survey which was not made in detail but
for the purpose of placing properties in categories.

During the year, a survey was made of cottages with a rate-
able value of £10 or less and the following results were obtained :

1. Total number of properties inspected 1686
2. Properties placed in category 1 as satisfactory ... 176
3. Properties placed in category 2 with minor defects 908
4

Properties placed in category 3 as unfit but requir-
ing detailed inspection it e

Properties placed in category 4 as unfit for human
habitation 102

i

23



The Council have decided to immediately deal with the prop-
erties placed in category 4 and to encourage owners, with the aid
of Improvement Grants, to re-condition wherever practicable, By
the end of the year, 8 cottages were reported to the Housing
Committee for action under Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936.
Negotiations with the owners are in progress.

A fair amount of time is devoted to Improvement Grant
enquiries. Ten grants were approved by the Council during the
year.

No applications have been made to the Council for certificates
of disrepair under Part II of the Housing Repairs and Rents
Act, 1954.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936

Number of inspections W e 196
Number of informal notices sewed e 19
Number of statutory notices served ... s —
Number of informal notices complied with st bl b4

Number of statutory notices complied with ... T

A summary of work carried out by informal action is given
in Appendix “E” of this report.

RIVERS, STREAMS AND SEWERAGE

Informal action has been taken in various parts of the district
to prevent pollution of streams and water courses. Sewer ditches
continue to be a problem. Only three of the 13 Parishes (Winsley,
Hilperton and Holt) have sewerage systems, but additional
schemes are envisaged by the Surveyor to the Council.

SWIMMING BATHS

There are no swimming baths or pools open to the public in
this area. Various samples and some advisory work was under-
taken for a private pool at a school.

SMOKE ABATEMENT

No formal action was found to be necessary during the year
with regard to smoke abatement.
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RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951

Number of Premises Registered 2
Number of Visits .., o 4
Number of Samples obtained 7

Four samples of rag flock and one sample of cotton felt,
woollen felt and hair were obtained and in each case the
Prescribed Analyst gave a satisfactory report. To save time and
expense, these samples were taken informaily.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

Number of Premises Licensed 2
Number of Visits 2

Before renewal of licences, the premises are visited by me
and the Local Inspector of R.S.P.C.A., to whom my thanks are
due for co-operation and advice.

HEATING APPLIANCES (FIREGUARDS) ACT, 1952

As there is only one retailer in this district who deals in
heating appliances and enquiries were made in 1952 and 1953, no
action has been taken during this year.

PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY SERVICE

I would like to make special mention of the very good service
given to this Council by Dr. Mann and the Public Health Labora-
tory at Manor Hospital, Bath. All our milk, ice cream and water
samples are given prompt attention and it is of very great assist-
ance to have Dr. Mann's advice so readily available.

GENERAL

The following visits have been made in connection with
miscellaneous items requiring attention :—

Drainage ... e 839
Water Supply .. 148
Salvage 3
Miscellaneous Housing Visits and Small Dwe]lmgs AE(]UISI.-

tion Act enquiries . 2,237
Infectious Diseases ... : gt
Refuse Coltection and Dls]}t}s:ﬂ e 20
Rodent Control A
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APPENDIX “A”

CARCASES AND OFFAL INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED
iN WHOLE OR IN PART

Sheep
Calves and Pigs Horses
Lambs |

|

|

Number killed s - soo| 404 | SEZ28NNEE T0T a2 | 3 =
|
|

Number inspected ...| 414 1728 {31 B IVECIng o

Al diseases except Tub-
ercilosis & Cysticerci—
Whole carcases con-

demned 1 10 3 —_ —_ -—

Carcases of which
some part or organ

was condemned ... 08 833 2 2 = =t

Percentage of the num-
ber inspected affected
with disease other
than Tuberculosis &
Cysticerci ... e WL T 48-8 16°1 63 — —

Tuberculosis only—
Whole carcases con-
demned R g 1 115 e — e L

Carcases of which

some part or organ
was condemned 47 379 s = e 5

Percentage of the num-
ber inspected affected
with Tuberculosis ...| 116 286 — -z = =

Cysticercosis—
Carcases of which
some part Oor oOrgan
was condemned 1 1 Bhs i

Carcases submitted to
treatment by refriger-
ation 1 1 — —

Generalised and totally
condemned ... et = ol ]
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