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TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF
THE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF BRACKLEY

Mr., Chairman, My Lady, Lodies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Heport of the Medical
Officer of Health incorporating that of the Public Heaslth Inspector.
The report serves two functions, the first to give, in detail with
statistics, the state of the environmental health control of the
district; the second to provide some comment on general trends which
show evidence of affecting health adversely either now or in the
future,

The enwironmental health continues to improve and this year hes
been particularly satisfectory with little infectiocus disease and
no outbreaks, Standards and provision of housing are being main-
tained and for general housing needs, the Council built 3 bungalows
at Chipping Warden and 1 bungalow and 2 houses at /ston-le-Walls,
A survey of the district is being undertaken to ascertain the number
of houses which are unfit for hebitation, and lacking in basic
amenities. By the end of the year the parishes of Farthinghoe,
Croughton, Syresham and Upper end Lower Boddington had been surveyed.
Details of these surveys are given on page 37. Refuse collections,
sewerage provision end maintenance have all been satisfactory. The
district also has an excellent record in its provision of housing
for the elderly; work started on the conversion of Astrop Grange,
Kings Sutton, for accommodation for old people, lthen completed
there will be provision for 9 self-containcd flats, with community
rooms for recreational facilities together with 2 warden's home and
12 bungalows in the grounds,

The Council continues its policy of providing sewerage works as
expeditiously as financial restrictions ond other circumstances
will allow. Work continued throughout the yenr on the major
combined sewage disposal scheme for the parishes of Kings Sutton,
Cherlton and Aynho,

The vital statistics for the year show thet there were 126
deaths, This gives a stendardised rate of 10,6 compared with 9.5
last year, and with the national figure of 11.9. The total number
of births was 259 (of which 13 were illegitimcte) compered with 232
last year, and showing therefore an ineresse of 27, There were 10
infant deaths compared with 5 last yeer,
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There was a decrease in inflectious diseases from 302 last year
to 143 this year, There were no outbreaks, no cases of dysentery
or food poisoning. Infective Jaundice has been locally notifiszble
in the district since July 1962, and 6 cases were notified as
compared with 35 last year, This year 7 people died from pneumonia
and 4 from bronchitis and none from tuberculosis, It is gratifying
to record no deaths from o discase which as short a time as fiftcen
years ago had not been vanquished.

The incidence of infectious disease was, apart from measles, low,
There were 128 cases of measles, During the year messles vaccina-
tion was introduced for special groups and it is to be hoped that
the inecidence of this hitherto universal disease, of‘ten severe and
causing both distress and complications, may now decline, It
continues to be necessary, however, to maintain a watchful eye in
relation to infectious disesses generally, Should standards fall
infection could recur, This is particularly important in relation
to a high public response to immunisation which in many areas is
too low, Parents are reminded that it is vitally important to have
their children immunised to diphtheria, poliomyelitis, tetanus,
whooping cough, smzllpox and now measles when offered, not for-
getting the necessary booster immunisations, Tuberculosis vaccina-
tion ' follows later - in the early teens., Infections which are
food borne are also far too prevalent, and a high standard in the
sale, preparation and storage of food must be maintained, Clean
milk, pure water, and efficient meat inspection is also essential,
These standards are sustaincd by constant inspection, exhortation
and sampling by the local aunthority but the public themselves must
co-operate both in refusing to sccept unsatisfactory practices in
shops and cafes and by keeping strict methods in their homes and
in thelr own personal hygiene,

While the environmental situation in relation to health improves
ennually new problems arise. A rising population together with an
affluent, highly mobile society are producing new environmental
problems, the solution of which will cause many further challenges.
The quantity of refuse increases annually together with the
problem of its future disposal, Additional housing and the nod-
ernisation of older properties giving everyone & piped weter supply
and suitable sewnge disposal has added to water consumption and
emphasised the continual nced for modern methods of sewage control,
Increasing ownership of motor cars, and transportation by road of
goods requires adequate notorways =nd presents the tragic problem
of death end mutilation from road accidents. The pollution of
rivers and water courses by insccticides and other chemicals, the
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mass production of food using factory farming methods and chenmical
additives, the universal use of detergents, stmospheric pollution,
the increase of noise in cities, all present new problems which
could be as hazardous to herlth as the infectious diseases of the
‘past.

In relation to personal health, while children 2nd young adults
have never been healthier, and people are living longer there remain
meny problems, both of preventable disease, and in the relief of
suffering, The causes of some fatzs]l and other crippling disesses
are s yet unsclved. There remains the enigma of cancer, snd thet
of the rheumatic diseases with its allied afflictions of bones,
Joints and musecles, However, many illnesses arc preventable, and
these depend now less on the control of the environment then on the
life +the individual chooses to lead, It is our duty to obscrve
the trends and then to inform. This informetion should be clearly
stated, repeated constantly and the advice should give cogent
reasons for its acceptance, It is disturbing to note that at the
present time the tendency is for warnings to be ignored, The future
health of the community will depend increasingly on the response
to these facts,

In no other field is the message clearer than in the individual
choice of whether to smoke or not, It is probable that 50,000
deaths & year in Great Britain are coused from cigarette smoking
not only from cancer of the lung, the annual total of which is
steadily rising, but from coronary thrombosis, chronic bronchitis
and pneumonia; should such a2 toll of death and suffering be caused
by any other preventable illness, a massive machinery would be
demanded to prevent it. There has been recently a national camp-
aign, with much pressure on the government to institute cervical
eytology testing, yet cervical cancer is causing less than 3,000
deaths a year. The facts relating to smoking &nd lung cancer are
now well known, vet the message is ignored, and it is probable that
the only section of the community who ~re smoking less are the
medical profession, Cigarctte smoking is 2 habit, becoming in
some an addiction where there is no apparent immediacy of danger
and when abstinence requires a sustained effort over many years with
little apparent benefit, In addition the tobacco industry is
world wide involving capital, employment and governments obtain
large revenues from taxation, Economic problems could result should
the hebit cease, Large amounts of capital arc used to promote
advertising, while the puny efforts of health educators with
infinitesimal reserves ot thelir disposal go unheeded. Individuals
therefore remain apethetic for lack of clear initiativc. The
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efforts of the medicel profession must continue and the need for
action be assiduously presscd.

In assessing illnesses which can be preventable, while smoking
is 2 habit which can be accepted or refused, the prevention of early
artericl disease is more complex. There is evidence however, that
cigarette smoking may contribute to the incidence of coronary
thrombosis. However, the early onset of arterial disease in males
would appear to be increasing in all eivilised countries in the
world, Men are dying or being crippled in their prime, at the
tine of their greatest contribution to society, and while their
commitments to their families are still high. The causes of
arterial disease can only be inferred, and like cancer, these may
be multiple, Rome are known to be hereditary, Of the known facts
the salient ones are that the incidence is lower in thosc who have
taken regular physical exercise throughout life, and in thosc who
are not obese, Modern life with its tendency to lessen physical
exertion, with sbundance of many highly refined foods inecrease both
these factors. Thus excessive calorie intake without the compensa-
tory effect of exercise combine to cause this early degenerative
condition, It is disturbing now to consider that meny young people
are starting to smoke earlier then their predecessors, cease to take
any form of regular exercise on leaving school and of'ten cat
excessively. Perhaps the early onset of coronary thrombosis of
epidemic proportions mey occur in the next or succecding generations,
should not urgent measurcs be taken to prevent such a catastrophe.

In the field of mental heclth, in spite of the relief of
poverty and its attendent anxieties, there is liitle evidence of
improvement, Indeed, the incidence of crime, the now problem of
drug addiction together with disruption of family life by the
increased divorce rate, in sexuzl permissiveness and cruelty to
children indicate that our society, while experiencing both more
materiel prosperity and physicel comfort, remeins immature and
lacking in stability, However, I believe the present generation
of young pecople to be the most physically sound of any yet produced,
are probably the best cducated, and indeed the great majority are
lending useful and energetic lives., A minority only are secking
thosc diversions which are harming both themselves and others,

In April 1968, Mr, V,E, Turbitt retired after 28 years service
with this Council, By his courteous epproach to the public, his
integrity snd careful attention to all public health matters he
maintained the high tradition of this service., [MHis particular



interest, that of food hygiene, he practised with diligence and by
assiduous perseverance achieved a high standard in the district.
Mr., Caley succeeds him and has now tzken over the departnent
single handed with extra clerical assistance, I thank hinm for his
good work throughout the year, and for his help in the compilation
of this report. I extend also my thanks to the Clerk and Chairmen
of the Council and the Public Health Committee for their interest
and help and accord the County Medical Officer of Herlth my thanks
for his ready co-operation in all matters throughout the yeer,

I remain, your obedient servant,

JOAN ¥, 5t, V, DAWKINS,

Medical Officer of Health,

Publiec Health Department,
Rural District Council Offices,
Brackley Lodge,

Brackley,

Northants..

October, 1969,
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SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF AREA AND STATISTICS

BRACKLEY RURAL DISTRICT

The 91 square miles of the District are devoted almost entirely
to agriculture with 329 agricultural holdings of more than 1 acre,
There is only one frectory of apprecicble size which specializes
in the packing of products, mainly of the motor industry, for
export,

The District is on the eastern edge of the Cotswolds and much
of it lies chove the LOOft. contour line; here are the headwaters
of the Cherwell and Great Ouse rivers,

The 26 parishes contain picturescue villages each with its
beautiful church, manor house and stone cottages, MNony of the
inhabitants are employed in the neighbourins towns of Brackley
and Benbury and further afield in Oxford, Coventry and Northampton
and the natursl growth of these towns has increased the pressure
for houses in this ettrective rural area, It is to be hoped that
the fixing of' village bounderies together with reassoneble planning
development will prevent the villages being spoilt by extensive
urbanisation,

SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTISS 1963

Lkrea in ceres Py - SRR G sna e eEe O 198,158
Population e T R R R =
Number of seperate dwellings occupied =t

B N N ss  ins ses  aee ses  sas esw 4,500
Rateable value ot lst April,1968 £331,636
Product of penny rate at 1lst April, 1968 ... ... & 1.568



LIVE BIRTHS

Meles Females Total
Legitimate 127 119 246
Illegitimate 9 L 2;-92

BIRTH RATE (per 1,000 populetion).

Brackley R.D.C, Northemptonshire Engiand & Vales
Adjusted Rate 23,06 18.8 16.9
Crude Rete 18,9

ILLEGITIM.IE LIVE BIRTHS (per cent of total live births)
Brackley R,D.C, Northamptonshire

5.02 Tl
STILL BIRTHS
Meles Femeles Total
Legitimate 3 3 2
Tllegitimate - - -

STILL BIRTH RATE (per 1,000 live and still births)
Bracikley R.D.C. Northemptoinsinire Ingland & Wales

7.6 12,45 14,0
TOTAL LIVE & STTLL BIRTHS

Males Females Total
137 124 261
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INFANT DEATHS (deaths under one year) see page 11,

Males Females Total
Legitimate 6 3 9
Illegitimate 1 - Sk
10

INFANT MORTALITY RATE (per 1,000 live births)

Braﬂkley R.D.C. Northamptonshire England & Wales
38,6 19.0 18,0
Legitimate
Brackley R,D.C. Northamptonshire
36.58 19,94
Illegitimate

Brackley R,D.C, Northamptonshire

v mEma T B

76.9 25.35

NEONATAL MORTALITY RATE (deaths under 4 wecks of age per 1,000
live births)

Brackley R.D.C. Northamptonshire England & Wales

8 b B 12577 12.3

EARLY NEONATAL MORTALITY RATE (deaths under 1 week of age per
1,000 live births)

Brackley R.D.C, Northamptonshire England & Wales

15.4 9.62 10.5

PERINATAL MORTALITY RATE (stillbirths & deaths under 1 week of age)

Brackley R.D,.C, Northamptonshire England & VWales

22.9 21595 25.0

MATERNAL MORTALITY

There were no deaths from puerperal sepsis or other puerperal
causes,
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CAUSES OF INFANT DRATHS:

Respiratory infections
Multiple burns
Diaphragmatic hernia
Congenital abnormalities
Prematurity

DEATHS FROM: Cancer (all ages)

" " Pneumonia sos
1 n Bronchitis ..
" " Coronary Thrombosis ...
n " Strokes .
n n Car Accidents

DEATHS (see table on page 12 )

Total

Females

2
i
o
20 (Lung cancer 5)
7
L
33
13
5

s
e

DEATH RATE (per 1,000 population)(area comparatility factor = 1,16)

Brackley R.D.C.
10.6

11.9

England & Wales



THE REGISTERED CAUSES OF DEATH WERF:-

Causes of death, Males Females Totals

- - o —— T T R

Malignant Neoplasm - Stomach
Mzlignant Neoplasm - Lung,Bronchus
Malignant Neoplasm - Breast
|0ther Malignant Neoplasm, etc..
[Avitaminoses ete..
0ther Diseases of Nervous
System, etc,,
IChronic Rheumetic Heert Disease
Hypertensive Disease
Ischaemic Heart Disease 2
Other Forms of Heart Disease
Cerebrovascular Disease
iOther Diseases of

Circulatory System

gumonia

ronchitis and Emphysema

ther Diseazses of Respirstory
System

eptic Ulcer

Intestinal Obstruction and

ernia

Other Diseases of Digestive

ystem
INephritis and Nephrosis
Eﬂparplasta of Prostate

ther Discases, Genito-Urinary

ystem
Congenital fAnomalies

irth Injury,Difficult Labour,etc..
ther Causes of Perinetal

rtality

otor Vehicle ifceidents
A11 Other Accidents
|Suicide end Self-Inflicted
Injuries 2 - 2

I ~0 1 v
s R

I %) + A F RO
I S WO A
—
L ]

=
HE 1 H1
|—l

e
H M

M3 W O

LA o o

(RS
MJ
PR =

B T ]

TOT ALS 76 £0 126
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In a review of the couses of death the primary concern is to
assess which could heve been prevented and in the distriect out
of the total of 126 deaths, L1 occurred before the age of 65 with
a further 25 betwsen 65-75, There were 10 infent deaths. This is
higher than usual end the causes of their deaths are listed on
page 11 . In the next 5 decades up to age 45, there were only 10
deaths. Between 45-55, 8; and 13 deaths between 55- 65, In the
latter two decades the couses were mainly ischaemic heart disease
(coronary thrombo:is) and cencer. In the main, people are
living longer and che majority of deesths are those which occur in
the older age groups, and are primarily caused by degenerative
disease of the arteries and the cancers, still the inevitable
concomitants of the cgeing process, However, coronary thrombosis,
strokes and cancer of the lung are major ceauses of death in the
middle aged male taking an increasing toll from men in their prime
and at a timc vihen they are making a major contribution to society.
These are un:ccessary deaths, and must be a serious cause of concern,
Apart from 2 few who inherit a tendency to early arterial discase
the condition results mainly from sedentary lif'e, Certain groups
are not affect=7, and these zre men who take regular exercise,
Fermers, positni<n, gardencrs and bus cunductors are known to have a
lower incidenuc of coronary disease than commercial travellers,
business executives and bus drivers, The message is clear bBut few
heed it. Reg:lar exercise, throughout lifee should e the universal
practice, and ail members of society from childhcod to old age
should remember this precept, Vith the mechenisation of' industry
end increesing motor tronsport, the need for physical activity is
ever diminishing. It is therefore increasingly necossary that
leisure instead of being sedentary should invelve the taking of some
form of pleasurable exercise.

The mass production of highly refined food, its year round
evailability, and the mesns to purchase hes enormously increased
food consumption. This combined with lack of excreise, resulting
in an excess of calorie intake over energy output is the probable
major factor in cause of early arterial disease, the streas of
modern life adding perhaps a further couse., Obesity needs now to
be regarded as 2 major hezard to health particularly in males who
are more prone than females to arterial disease, Females are
however affected equally with men after the menopause,
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Nationally this year again the number of deaths from cancer
of the lung has increased; statistics also show an increase in a
lower age group. IHales still predominate but females are catching
up due teo the increase in the number of female cigarette smokera,
In 1929, 2,751 died from cancer of the lung; in 1939, 6,214; in
1563, 21» L343 in 1965, 26,399; in 1966, 27,013; in 195? 28,250;
ey 9&5 males and L, 504 females* and in 1?68 28,826; 23,896 males
and 4,930 females. The relationship between heavy clgarette
smuking and cancer of the lung has been firmly established. Yet
each year thousands of young people start to smoke and many others
continue to indulge in heavy cigarette smoking. Health education
in this field appears to have failed and the public response to
& habit which is pleasurable and where there is no immediacy of
danger is apathetic,

Road acecidents in Great Britain since the beginning of the
century have caused 300,000 deaths. In 1966, 7,985 died on the
roads compered with 7,952 in 1965 and in 1967, 7,319 died and in
1968, 6,810 died, Analysis by age has shown the 15-25 year group
to he mnat at risk due to temperamental feilures of individuals,
The necessity of proper maintenance of the wehicle, habitual use
of safety devices such as belts in cars or helmets on motorcycles,
and driving with due consideration for the safety of other road
users is stressed., Since the introduction of the breathalyser
there would appear to be, so far, a decrease of 7% of deaths,

The respiratory infections still take their toll, though less
than formerly. The great majority of deaths from pneumonia are
in those whose health is undermined by other causes and is as such
only a terminal event., There were 7 deaths from pneumonia; &4
from bronchitis and emphysema and 2 from other respiratory diseases,

Confirmed figures regarding accidents in the home in 1968
have not yet been published but prowvisional figures indicate a
general worsening of the situation. A report published in the
Home Sefety Journal in July 1969 giving details of home accidents
in 1967 is given on the following pages (with acknowledgementnent
to the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents),



HOME ACCIDENT DEATHS IN GREAT BRITAIN, 1967

The total number of cccidental deaths in and around the home in
Great Britain in 1967 was 7,909, There were 6,722 deaths in private
homes and 1,187 in residentisl institutions. Thus there were 674
(or 7.9 per cent) fewer fatalities than in 1966. It wes in fact the
lowest total for ten yeers.

Home accident deaths constituted over 38 per cent of all accident
fatalities in 1967, and sccounted for 1,3 per cent of deaths due to
all causes,

The annual totals of home accident fatalities in England and
Wales and in Scotland for the ten yoars 1958-47 are given in the
teble below,

In England and Waeles there was a reduction of 7,2 per cent com-
pared with the previous year. In Scotlend desths decreased by 11.9
per cent,

Deaths 1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 | 1966

Eﬂ%&:ﬂﬂ &1 7,001] 7,010 7,030| 6,882 7,627 8,021 7,370 | 7,330| 7,470

Scotland | 1,156 |'L;147]°1,115) 1,262 1,297 | 1,275{ 1,276 | 1,25 (s 1 11s

Total 8,157 8,157 8,145| 8,144 | 8,924 ; 9,299 | 8,646 | 8,487 | 8,583
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The eecond table glves an aralysis of the 1967 figures accord-
ing to cause, age-group and sex, Death rates per 100,000 popu-
lation are also given,

In the four main cause categories fatalities showed a reduction
compared with 1966, although deaths due to 'other' ceuses increased,
Deaths to children aged 5-14 numbered the same as before, and in the
age-group 45-6L yescrs thers was a slight increase,

- gr e Al Motal
Cause of death ﬂge gifyphfyearsi _*;,j?i_. .
0=L | 5=1L | 15—&#1 #5—6#! 65 &+ Male | Pemele [Deaths
i
~Poisoning 30 13 [ 316 | WoL[T62L| 637 843 1,480
Falls 781 12 75 336 |3,906 | 1,252 3,155 I, 407
Burns & Scalds [123| L5 60 135 428 325 L66 791
Suffocation &
Choking 526 7 FA" Th 6l 4L21 221 42
Others 11, | 38 115 89 133 288 201 L89
Total 874 | 115 | 637 il,lEB _5,155I 2,923% L,QEE 1,909
! ! |
— ! 1 | i ]

Dezth Rate* 18,8 1.5 3.0 g5 TS 11.2 18.1 1.8

et

*Deaths per 100,000 populsation



Sixty-five per cent of the deaths in 1967 were in the age-group
Eleven per cent of the total fatalities were to
The annual figures of home accident

65 and egver,

children under five years old,

fatalities in Great Britain for the five years 1963-67, analysed
according to ceuse, are given in the following table:-

Cause of Death | 1963 196l 1565 1566 1967
Poisoning 2,124 1,782 1,697 1.719 1,480
Falls 4,830 | 4,641 4,538 4,660 4,407
Burns & Scalds 1,058 886 872 951 791
Suffocation &

Choking 792 896 900 812 7h2
Others 495 L 480 Lyl 489
Total 9,299 [ 8,646 8,487 8,583 7,909
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CONERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES

—

LABORATORY FACILITIES

The Public Health Laboratory Service, Oxford, examine all
specimens submitted by General Practitioners in the area and
have also undertzken the examination of milk, ice cream, water
samples and other specimens submitted from this distriet,

This most useful and efficient service is under the control of
Dr. W.H.H. Jebb whom I thank for his resdv so-nporction at
2ll times.

HOSPITAL SFRVICES

Horton General Hospital, Banbury.
Cottage Hospital, Brackley,
Northampton General Hospital,

Infectious Diseases

Slade Isolation Hospital, Oxford,
Harborough Road Hospital, Northampton,

COUNTY COUNCIL SERVICES

The Lounty Council provide ambulances f'or the removal to
hospital of all general, medical, surgical and infecltious cases,
There is an ambulance statinn in Brﬁckley.

(b) Child Welfare Centres and Clinics

Infant Welfare Centres are held at Brackley, Middleton Cheney,
Kings Sutton and Helmdon, Trensport fecilities are provided
by the County Council in wvarious parts of the district for
mothers and children to attend clinies at a nearby centre,

(e) Nursing in the Home, Midwives and Health Visitor Services
The district is well covered, and all villages have the
services of both District Nurse ﬂnd Hezlth Visitor,

ey



(d) The Home FF]EL”rr:ice

This sorvice is 1in operacvion in several parishes of the
district. I is a very necessary service and affords consid-
erable bensfit to the community, both to domicilary and
maternity cases, and especially in the care of old pecple who
can remain comfortably st home, snd who without this help,
would be in institutions,

(e) Cere and ifter Core Service

The County Council provide a number of facilities in
respect of the crippled, aged persons, diabetics and the
mentally ill; they are also responsible for the preventire
services for tuberculosis,

WELTARE OF THE AGED

National Assistance fAct, 1948 and National Assistance (Amendment )
Act _S"JJ..'

No action wrs necessary under section 47 during the past year,

The following provide services for old people,

1, PNational Health Zervice
(2) General Practitioner,
(b) Hospital and Specialist Services including the Almoner
Service.

2. The QEHQAR"QQllull
T—FHTha Health Service
(i) Distriet Nurses
(ii)Health Visitors
(iii) Home Help Service. The Home Help Service is of inest-
imable value in the prevention of breakdown in the =ged,
and many ere ecble to remain in their ovm homes who
would otherwise have to be removed to institutions,
Several old people were kept under observation during
the year.

(b) The Welfare Depertment.
(i) Part IIT accommodation and homes
(ii)Speciel Services for the Blind, etc.,, and home fittings
where necessary,




3. The Doportront of Heolth and Sociel Security,
Financial help where necessary,

4, The District Council
Homes for the aged, flats, and in some cases fletlets with
Warden supervision,

5. Voluntery Organisations
These are many and services vary in different arees. They
include holiday schemes in which old people zre taken on seca-
side holideys in off-scason times; the Darby and Joan Clubs;
"Meals on Yheels" Service; the Home Visiting., The “omen's
Voluntery Service very often undertskes many of the zbove
duties, while in other areas local voluntary committees run
the various organisations. The Rural Communities' Council,
together with the 0l1d People's Velfare Committee, provide co-
operation betieen the various services,

Your Medical Officer of Health, having a2 specizl interest in the
welfare of the aged, and by virtue of her eppointment both to the
District and the County Council, and by her relationship with other
medical colleagues, endeavours to fulfil the function of co-oper-
ation and co-ordinntion between these meny sgencies, Many cases
of breakdown can be prevented by early application of these services,

It is hoped to include from time to time, reports of the
activities of the various clubs in the district,
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SANTTARY CIRCUMSTANCES

Yater Supply

The statutory undertakers who supply weter to this District
are the Bucks Vlzter Boerd. The main source of supply is the River
Great Ouse at Buckinghem supplemented by waeter from the lid-Bucks
Weter Board.

Treatment consists of storage, sedimentation, super-chlorin-
ation and scecelator-chloramination, The wroter is non-plumbo
solvent and fluoride content at the last chemical analysis was 0l2
parts per million,

Mmost every part of the District is within reach of the supply
but there are, of course, a few isolated farms which must rely on
private supplies. Due to the increase in house building in the
district it has been found necessary to increase the capacity of
the supply and the “Weter Board, this year, laid a 12 inch main
through part of the district terminating at Marston St. Lawrence,

The supply is satisfactory both as regrrds gquality and guantity
and I am plessed to report that 211 the 70 samples taken during
the year throughout the district by the Public Health Inspector
were bacteriologically satisfactory,

Two samples of the supply taken at different times of the year
were sent for chemical analysis, The anslyst's report and comments
are given on pages 24 and 25,

A stetement of the number of dwellings in each Parish supplied
with mains water is given on page 23.

There are no public stand pipes in the district but a wvery
small number of houses are served with water from taps ocutside the
house,

Samples from 10 private supplies were taken at the request of
the respective ovmers., JAlmost without exception such supplies
showed some degree of contamination, werc potentially dangerous
and the owners were therefore advised on the measures for
purification, It is interesting to note that two natural springs
in the area, the Lions Head Spring at Chacombe and the Bog Well
at Kings Sutton, have been reported upon 2s being bacteriologically
satisfactory for several years,
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BACTERTOLOGICAL SAMPLET OF MATNS WATER T/KEN BY THE PUBLIC HELLTH
INSPECTOR ''11H RESULTS OF FtnFIWn“lDH

Farish or Village ! Number taken
Aston-le-Walls 2
Aymho

Boddington

Chacombe

Chipping Werden
Croughton
Culworth

Evenley

Eydon
Farthinghoe
Greatworth
Helmdon
Hinton-in-the-Hedges
Kings Sutton
Marston St. Lawrence
lijddleton Cheney
Horeton Pinkney
Newbottle
Radstone

Sulgrave
Syresham
Thenford

Thorpe ¥andeville
Warkworth
Whitfield

LS T o TS T TR N I N I LW R o B TR o - s R - o R R Yo S T e Y ol TR o N

A1l the sbove samples were satisfactory.
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NUMBER OF DVELLINGS

SUPPLIFD 'ITH

:"'E*LINE ﬁ.-.J}LT}E:S_éE ﬂld}l w 12 - 68 L]

Lzton-1le-Walls ...

Aynho esw wwe PR sne
Boddington ,.. ... R S
Chacombe cew s o -
Chipping Warden ... .o

Croughton . ... ... et S
Culworth CEe e . .
Edgecote ... ...
Evenley e ees - =
Eydon R aae .e ves
Farthinghoe o¥'s “5E sae
Greatworth asa ‘os soe
Helmdon R eni i

Hinton-in-the-Hedges ... ‘as
Kings Sutton oue .

Marston 5t. Lawrence ... otk

¥iddleton Cheney
Moreton Pinkney
Newbottle
Radstone gse  aen
SULEPEYE. 5% ees
Syresham ... ...
THRREOPHO T L. e
Thorpe Mandeville
Werkworth coe
Whatfield ... ..-

T':I'tﬂ-l W - aw

- ]
L L
L L
- . - 8w
LI - w8
LI LI
L L
L] L L e
W L
L N LB 2%
L) LI

23.

L L L
- W - w - w
L L L
L L B L
L -
LI ] L LU
- R B " L]
L L LI
EE L L
L LI LI
L L I ] L
L L L
- .. - L]
L L LI |
L LA L L L
L L - w w
L -  F L ]
- L -
L L - - .
- - - . L
LI L L
L L L
] - - [
L - L]
" " . - #
& & & LB L N
LB LU L

58
223
161
136
193
165
146
NIL
147
135
106
187
226

1
517

70
93k

o8
147

15
129
173

il )

51

5

L7

4,122
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COPY OF RESULT OF CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF SAMPLE OF IL.INS VIiTER

BOSTOCK HILL & RIGRY,

Public Analysts' Laboratories,
537, Birchfield Road,
Birmingham 19,

Water fnalysis; Results Expressed in Parts Per 1,000,000,

Received on: 22nd, May, 1968,

From: Brackley R.D.C.

Description: ifains water from 37, The Green, Evenley. 22nd. May,b1968,

Lppearance: e vian T R .+s Bright, few small particles,
I!Illtﬂﬂﬂiﬁcal Nitmg&n o ow R "X 'R e Giﬂﬁe

_ﬁ,lhumiﬂﬂid Nitrcgen LU LN B - . - a oW L ﬂ - 12

Chlorine in Chlorides swR e e ads cen hOgH

Nitrate Nitrogen . en i . s o 0 5.0

Oxygen absorbed from permanganate at 27° ¢,

in 4 hrs.. vaie sen sue  Fea pes plue

Total Solids dried at 100°C il i e R

Nitrite Nitrogen e e ook ses i 0

pH s diea et S ae v, . fais

Free Chlorine T L e~ ot L
Raedicactivity .ala vin . - i -

Electrical Conductivity at 20°¢, Fo e s, 452 micrnhmsfcmj,

The above results show that this water is organically of fair
quality, MHaving regard to the presence of avsilable chlorine and
the satisfactory bectericlogical condition reported to us, we are
of the opinion that the water, in its present condition, is safe
for use for drinking purposes,

(signed)

BOSTOCK, HILL & RIGBY,
Public Analysts.
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COPY OF RI'SULT OF CHFMICAL ANALYSIS OF SAMPLE OF MAINS VATER

BOSTOCK HILL & RIGBY,

Public finelysts' Laboratories,
37, Birchfield Road,
Birmingham 19,

Woter fnalysis; Results Expressed in Parts Per 1,000,000,

Received on: 16th. October, 1969.

From: Brackley R,D.C..

Description: Mains water from 37, The Green, Evenley. 16,10.68.
Appearance St LA 40 g «es Bright, few small particles.
Ammoniacal Nitrogen T fia i . ik 0.01

Albuminoid Nitrogen 4 G SUGEC i i

Chlorine in Chlorides oot st e P
I;itrate Hitrogen - 8 & L L ) - 8 - & 8 1-#

Oxygzen absorbed from permanganate at 27°C, in
h hrs.. - srw mma ' R e w R 1.5

Total Solids dried at 100°C., ... ... ... 505
Hitrite ﬂitrﬂgen a8 & wd & @ P & a ﬁ

pH o I A ey T aes o [0S

Free Chlorine ik betadan b s 08 ssla et e o 0D
Nledioactivity e cre oo .o .o -

Electrical Conductivity at 20°C. ves  +e. 585 microhms/cm’,
Fluoride, F. % i L% ek e 0.12

The above results show that this water is organicelly of fair
guality. Having regerd to the presence of availeble chlorine and
the satisfectory beacteriological condition reported to us, we are
of the opinion that, the water, in its present condition, is sefe
for use for drinking purposes,

(signed)

BOSTOCK, HILL & RIGBY.
Public fnalysts.
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Sewerage end Sewnge Disposal

- - s wr erwEters

The Council have continued their policy of improving and modern-
ising the sewage disposal system in each willege as expeditiously
as financial and other circumstsnces will permit, Hence, most
villages are adequately sewered and provided with modern sewage
disposal works,

York hes continued throughout the year on the major combined
sewage disposal scheme for the parishes of Kings Sutton, Charlton
and Aynhoj; it is expected that the works will be in operastion by
September 1969,

The relatively rapid increase in recent years of private house
development has resulted in unsatisfactory conditions as regards
sewage disposal in some villages, In particular in the parish of
liddleton Cheney the old works for Upper iiddleton Cheney are grossly
overloaded causing serious pollution and obstruction of the water-
course into which the effluent discharges. The works at Croughton
are similarly overloaded., I am pleacsed to report that approval
for improvements of both these works has been given and it is
anticipnted that tenders will be invited ecrly in 1969,

¥With regard to future improvements, additional sludge drying
beds are urgently needed at Grestworth and the works at Marston S5t,
Lawrence are overloaded. It is planned to dispense with the un-
satisfactory works at Marston St. Lawrcnce and to divert the
sewage to the works at Greatworth, in which case the works at
Greatuworth will need to be enlarged. Of the romaining parishes
which could be effectively sewered only Hinton-in-the-Hedges,
Radstone and Thenford remain to be dealt with., Preparation of a
new scheme is now in progress for Hinton-in-the-Hedges where some
new housing development has taken place but it is considered that
the present disposal arrangements at Radstone and Thenford could be
deferred until the more urgent work in other parishes has been done,
At Halse in Greatworth parish, new housing development has taken
place - some of the houses being drained to individual septic
tanks, It is considered that with some modification the existing
small works could cope with these new propertics moking it possible
to dispense with the septic tanks.
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Public Cleansing

House refuse is collected weekly from premises; this is not
& kerbside collection but the empty dustbins are left at the
entrance for the occupier to take back to the premises. Three
rear londing compression vehicles are used =nd the refuse is
disposed of at tips at Greatworth and Moreton Finkney.

A special collection is made st fortnightly intervals from the
more isoleted premises, Trade refuse is collected on a pre-payment
basis,

As an experiment a paper sack liner system of storage was
introduced at Vhitfield, Special paper sacks in which the refuse
was placed and which fit into standard dustbins were distributed
to householders. The full sack could readily be removed by the
collector or the householder and replaced by a new sack liner, The
system was appreciated by both the householders and the collectors
but unfortunately it had to be discontinued during the current
financial restrictions,

The tips at Greatworth and lMoreton Pinkney have never been
entirely satisfactory and in spite of every precaution nuisances
have occurred from time to time due to flies, rodents and tip fires,
There is in addition, the problem of finding sufficient covering
material although this year loczl building operations provided ample
top soil, DTue to the disadvantages of this method of tipping the
Council have under consideration the pre-pulverisation of collected
refuse, This method breaks down the refuse to small particles and
the resultant granular material when tipped occupics less space and
is not attractive to flies and vermin, It is proposed to site the
plant betwecn Farthinghoe and Middleton Cheney and as a preliminary
step the Council have purchased part of o disused railway cutting
and adjoining lend which should prove ideal for this purpose,

Under the Civic Amenities fct 1967 the Council have alloceted
lend at Helmdon for the disposal of old vehicles and yearly coll-
ections are made from each village of screp and bulky articles,
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in effort was made to clear the hedgerows end highwesy verges of
the litter which nowadays accummulates despite the Litter fct. This
wes done for one day each week but little headway was made; no
sooner hed the litter been reroved than fresh litter appeared within
a week,

_Q'Elravan Sites & Control of Development E_-:_:_pﬂl?&ﬂ.

No diffiiculties were experienced this year in the control of
caravans; there are 18 caravans on 12 licensed sites. During the year
the Public Health Inspector made 45 visits to these sites, 4All are
reasonably satisfactory and give little cause for concern.

Swimming Baths and Pools

ilthovgh there are a number of privete swimming pools, in the
Rural District there are none to which the general public have access.
There are public swimming pools in the neighbouring towvms of Brackley
and Banbury. The possibility of a new enclosed swimming pool within
Brackley Borough was considered and it was suggested that the cost
be shared between the Councils of the County, the Borough and the
Rurel District, however, the project has been deferred during the
current finaneial restrictions,

It is to be regretted that this scheme cannot yet go forward
Brackley is an educational centre and many children from the
surrounding district attend schools here, J modern enclosed swimming
pool would be of great benefit to the children in teaching them to
swim,

Smoke [batement

e r———

There have been no complaints regarding nuisances from smoke and
it has not been necessary to take any action against any industrial
premisces under the Clean Lir lct.

Verminous Premises & Disinfestation

Four dwelling houses werc disinfested for fleas, Two a2t the
reguest of building contractors working in the premises and the
others a2t the request of the occupiers. In each case cats or dogs
were the cause of the infestetions.
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Factories Lects

The table on poge 31 shows the number of factories in the dist-
rict and the number of visits of inspection made., No serious
contraventions of the fLcts were found,

Outworkers

There are no factories in the district employing outworkers,
However neighbouring authorities have notified 2 outworkers working
in their homes in this area. These homes and vworking conditions
have been inspected and found to be gquite satisfactory.

Offices, Shops & Reilway Premises dct 1963

This fLct is concerned with the working conditions of persons
employed in these premises, In effect it has applied the requirements
of Fectories /cts to office and shop workers,

The table on page 33 shows the number of registered premises
in the district and the clessification of the ecaployees who work in
themn,

It is obligatory on the occupier of the registered premises to
provide proper working conditions and to rvport any accidents to
the Local futhoritics.

Most of the premises in this area employ one or two persons and
reguler inspections zre nade of the larger premises, The contre-
ventions of the Jict were of a minor nature and no accidents wcre
reported.

Scrap Metasl Dealers Act 1964

This fect requires the registration of any premises which are
used for the storage of screp nmetal which is incidentzl to a business.

Three applications were received by the Public Health Depart-
ment during the yeer end 21l were registered,
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The zbove fct prohibits the keeping and storzge of petroleum
spirit unless the occupier of the premises involved has a licence
from the Council, The number of licences held in this district is
69, Twenty licences are for filling stations and 49 for privete use,

The conditions governing the storcge of petroleum are rightly
very stringent and grent care is taken by the Public Health Inspector
that there are no serious contraventions of the fct or Regulations,
The filling stations are inspected at least once 2 year and advice
is given to all licence holders on the precautions which must be
taken,

Some 30 of the underground storzge tanks are now twenty years old
or more and & programme of pressure testing these tanks, before the
renewal of the licences, has been started,

The Department is indebted to the Fire Prevention Officer of the
County Pire Brigade for his advice and assistance which are readily
given at all times,

fnimal Boarding Establishments fLct 1963

The above [ict is concerned with the welfare of animals (mainly
cots and dogs) in boarding establishments. Three persons are
licensed with the Council to keep animal hoording establishments,
The premises are inspected regularly by the Public Health Inspector.

30,



FACTORIBES ACT 1961

Part 1 of the /ct

1, Inspections for the purpose of provision as to health (including
inspections made by the Public Heelth Inspector).

Premises Number on Inspections ‘iritten Occupier
Register MNotices Prosecuted
(1) Factories in which

Sections 1,2,3,4 &
6 ere to bc enforced
by Local futhorities

(ii) PFectories not includ-
ed in (i) in which 21 18 2 -
section 7 is enforced
by the Local
Authority

(iii) Other premises in
which Section 7 is - - - -
enforced by the Locel
futhority (excluding
outworkers premises).

Toteal 21 18 2 -

m——
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Fectories Act 1961, (continued)

2, Cases in which defects were found,

NUMBER OF CASES IV WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

Particulars Found Remedicd Referred
To H.M. by H.M. Number of
Inspector. Inspector,cases of

which pro-=
secutions
Were
instituted.
Vant of cleanliness (S.1.) - - - - -
Overcrowding (8.2.) - = = - .
Unreasonsble temperature
(8.3.) - B - - -
Inadequate wentilation
(S.4.) - - = < &
Ineffective drainage of
floors
(s.6.) = ” » & g
s nitary Conveniences
(8.7.)
(2) Insufficient - s i i _
(bg Unsuitable or defective ] 2 - = 2
(¢) Not separate for scxes — - p = ¥

Other offences against the
fet (not including offences - - 1 = =
releting to Outwork)

TOTLL 2 2 g - -

B o T
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The Offices, Shops & Railwey Premises lict 1962

Total number of registered premises =t 31st. December 1968, 41

Mumber of visits made to registercd premises, 65

fAnalysis by orkplaces of persons employed in registercd premises
at_end nﬁulﬁgﬁ.

No. of persons

Offices 20
Retail Shops 57
Yholesale Departments 10
Catoring Establishments bl
Fuel Storege Depots 3

131 (56 males,75 females)

The ebove figures relate to premises which are inspected by the
Public Health Inspector, H.k., Inspector of Frctories administers
his fiet in fectories which are supervised by the Inspectorate

for the purposes of the Frctories Lot 1961.
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SUMM/RY OF PUBLIC HE/LTH INSPECTOR'S VISITS TO AND INSPECTIONS OF
PREMISES IN 1968

DYVELLINGS (under the Public Health icts and Housing lcts) 1428

Infectious Disease Enquiries ... it pop sse  see 135
Verminous Premises e e e P L
Disposal of Refuse i i s T e g ad LR 6
Council Houses G Sncd iy ad i S e 6
Noise i/batement iy 2ol Erh e = b o et 3
Caravans e 'R 5w e #aw EE 'E 1"5

WORKPLACES ETC,.

Factories P N 18
Offices & Shops 65
FPetroleum Stores e o S vina S e a 21
Schools i N i o P S s 26
inimal Borrding Establishments iEk e e so e 9
FOOD FREMISES

Butchers ee e e “ew “aw 'R -w e
Bakehouses . oo R i — — A
Greengrocers s . PR . ces ven ans
Provision Shops M ves cos oo oue o e

Public Houses s v i e e e FR

Catering Establishments ... aue ces  ess  ess cee
Ice-Cream Vendors ... i i N Nowe & oy
Dairies e P - P “an saa Ty
Food Delivery Vehicles ikt s Sian e - vos

Mluiﬂ#‘h)EE ]j
R OoOWnND Hinp

It was not found necessary to serve any statutory notices in
respect of the above premises with the exception of statutory
notices releting to unfit houses (see section D).
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SUMMARY OF COMPLAINTS INVESTIGATED 1968

Drainage, sewerage £nd sanitotion

Refuse ... e oo
Insanitary Conditions
Insect Pests Eaa .

Nuisance from keeping anim

General housing defects
Water supply ... “os
Rats and Mice ... aaw
Food il sas
Noise e .
Kiscellaneous ... ‘us

L )

LR ]
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R
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35.

L

L

aww

L

L

L

L

L

- .

L

L

L

L L
L ) LI
& F @ - * @
- . LN ]
L LI ]
T ] & & @
LA L
L ] L L
L " w &
"W - &
L) & & W

(3%

(e
WO M R O QoA AN =]






B B.Calelfl N 3D

HOUSING

The Provision of New Houses

Council Houses

The number of new dwellings built by the Council this year s
6, providing 3 bungalows et Chipping Varden and 1 bungelow and 2
houses at Lston-le-Walls,

Work commenced on the conversion of istrop Grange, Kings Sutton,
for accommodation for old people and when finished the completed
scheme will provide 9 self-contained flats, communal accommodation,
a warden's house and 12 bungalows tc be built in the grounds,

The remaining & bungslows constructed by private enterprise at
Croughton were acquired by the Council., 4 table showing the number
of Council Houses in each Parish is shown on page 39,

Privete Enterprise Houses

The number of dwellings built by private enterprise during the
year was 139; this is 1l more then in 1967. The number of houses
built by the Council and by Private Enterprise over the last 10
years is shown in the tablcs on page 37,

Slum Clearance and Improvement of Dwellings

Council Houses

It is pleasing to report that 2ll the 346 pre-war Council houses
have now been improved and 211 have bathrooms, hot water supply and

internal ¥%.C.s..

Improvement Grents (Private Houses)

During the year applications for Improvement Granis were approved
for improvement of 34 dwellings; 24 by way of Standard Grants and
10 Discretionary Grants.
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As stated in myv last report a2 survey of the district is now in
progress to ascertain the number of houses which are "unfit for
habitation" and/or arc lacking in the basic amenities of the
Standard Improvement Grant,

By the end of the yesr the Parishes of Farthinghoe, Croughton,
Syresham and Upper and Lower Boddington had been surveyed. The
results of the survey are shown in the following table:-

Lacking in some or
Unfit for all of the Standard Satisfactory

hebitation Grant /fmenities dwellings Total
Farthinghoe 6 L 106(30) 116
Croughton b 29 140(37) 173
Syrcsham 6 29 114(75) 149
Boddington 5 20 137(29) 162
(Upper &
Lower)

The number of Council houses is shown in parenthesis,

Provision of New Dwellings

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967
By the Council 8 27 18 . AB ... 2726 1on Mensn BN BEE

By Private

Enterprise 30 26 26 75 111 168 16 laEiiieiEs

37.

1968
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Slum Clearance

1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968

Demolished 6 6 9 3] 6 6 2
Closed 8 7 3 L 2 L 6
Made fit for

habitation 5 9 1% 8 8 9 8

following formal
action under the
Housing Jlicts.

Other Changes in the Stock of Private Dwellings (in addition to the

above teble).
The following causes resulted in a decrease in the stock of

private dwellings by 6,

No, of dwelling units

Becoming derelict and demolished 3

Demolished to make wey for other

development 2
Nett loss resulting from the
conversion of dwellings 1
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STLTEMENT OF HOUSING PRCGRESS

PROVISION OF COUNCIL DWELI INGS

r&‘
&
o
(2]
o e
ug 42
Jes o8
w w ~ =
&0 op — O
gl 2| oo
e i E o
=l 1" s
| ~
<El Blme
ﬁrﬁ s & d
ol & |53
dd| 2| L5
T o [ —
1 1 L (= 1]
£l % |2 B I
Al & |aa =
Aston-le-Walls 16 8 - 2k
Aynho - 30 6 36
Boddington (lippor & Lower) 6 25 - 29
Chacombe 171 21 - 38
Chipping Warden - 62 - 62
Croughton 8 L3l - 39
Culworth 21 1 21 - L2
Edgcote - i % 3
Fvenley = 1 13kis & 17
Eydon 12°F 1% = 25
Farthinghoe 10| 20 - 30
Greatworth & Halse 16 | 41 - 57
Helmdon 16 | 44 - 60
Hinton-in-the-Hedges - 6 - 6
Kings Sutton 66 | 180 - 2L6
Marston St. Lawrence 6| 16 - 22
Middleton Cheney & Overthorpe 7L | 217 = 288
KHoreton Pinkney 8 ) - 17
Newbottle & Charlton 18| 27 = L5
Radstone - - = -
Sulgrave 1.1 25 - 39
Syresh=m 381 37 - 75
Thenford - = - -
Thorpe Mandeville 6 6 - 12
Werkworth o = .
Whitfield - 6| - 6
Totals: 3,91 856 | 10 | 1215
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SECTION E

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD PREMISES

Food Premises

Details of the various food premises in the district are shown
on pege 46 , 341 visits were made by the Public Health Inspector
to these premises in the year,

In general improvement continues in most of the shops, and all
premises comply with the Food Hygiene Hegulations in respect of
facilities for washing food and equipment and for hand washing,
The advent of refrigeration and deep frceze appliances have done
much to enlarge the range of products which the wvillage store con
offer. Unfortunately many of these shops are too small and diffi-
cult to adapt to meke ideal conditions for the storage of food.

There are 14 cetering establishments in the district providing
full meals; =2all of them are efficient and the kitchens maintain a
high standard. However there are often changes of staff and one
is concerned thet properly trained staff arc difficult to obtain
nowadays. It needs little imagination to envisage the trouble thet
could be caused by untrained personnel hendling foodstuffs in an
unhygienic menner even in the best equipped and well-run kitchen.

In this district much food is sold from delivery vehicles,
sometimes operating from premises outside the district. Most of
these vehicles are badly designed for this type of trade. The
general control of them is provided by the Food Hygiene {Earkets,
Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) Kegulations 1966,

It may not be generally known that neither persons nor vehicles
need to be registered under these Regulations and any person may
use any type of vehicle and start a food business. Among other
things, the Regulations require the provision of adequate washing
facilities on food delivery wehicles; it is almost impossible to
install these in some of the smaller vens which are usually filled
to capacity with cormodities. Fortunately wvehicle manufacturers
are beginning to supply this demend for a purpose made vehicle and
some traders, ecspecially butchers, have ccquired these properly
equipped mobile shops.



It is to be regretted that locel authorities have not yet been
given the power to regquire premiscs and vehicles to be licenced
before a food business is started. In fact persons about to start
a business of this kind are often surprised upon enquiring at the
Health Department, that it is not necessary for them to obtain a
licence from the Council,

Consequently it is possible for property to be purchrsed or &
delivery wehicle to be acguired which may be quite unsuitable for a
food business and which may need expensive additions or alterations
after the business hes been started,

Milk Supply

The sele of milk writhin the district is controlled by the Milk
& Deiries (General) Reoguletions and the Milk (Speeial Designation)
Regulations, Milk distributors selling milk from premises within
the district are required to have their premises registercd with
this authority and must also hold a licence to retail milk which is
now designated as "Untreceted", "Pasteurised", "Sterilised", or
"Ultra Heat Treated". There are 15 licence holders in the district;
the licences all expire at the same time i,e.: 31st, December 1970
and espplications may then be made for the licences to be renewed
for a further period of five years,

Dairy farms and producer-retailers are not registered with this
euthority and their supervision is the responsibility of the
Minister of /lgriculturc, Fisheries and Food.

There are no heat-treatment or pasteurising plants in the
district and all milk distributed by licenced deslers is sold eslready
bottled and capped, MNost of the deslers cre licenced to sell
"Sterilised Milk" but in faect very little of this milk is sold in
the district,

The Public Health Inspector took 52 samples of milk and sub-
mitted them for the statutory tests,

Results of this sampling are:-

No, of samples of Methylene Blue Test Phosphatase Test
pasteurised milk Passed Feiled Passed Failed
52 L7 2 52 NIL



Most of the milk samples which failed the lMethylene Blue test
originated from a deiry (pasteurising plant) outside this district
and these failures occurred in summer, Upon investigetion it was
found that the bottled milk was being delivered in the early
morning by the dairy to a point outside this distriect and left,
unprotected from the heat of the sun, on the highway verge, The
erates were then collected by the retziler several hours later
for delivery to his customers, It was pointed out to both dairy-
men that this wes a contravention of the Milk and Dairies
Regulations and the method of collection end delivery was altered
and subsequent samples of milk satisfied the statutory tests,

A complaint was made to the department by a2 milk distributor
in the district that of the consignment of milk he had received
that morning a number of the bottles - possibly three dozen -
contained what appeared to be small particles of rubber. An
inspection and analysis of milk confirmed that the particles were
of rubber and an investigation was mnde at the pasteurising plant,
The result of this inspection revealed that the lining of 2 rubber
stream hose, used to sterilize the plant, hed perished and the
particles had been blown into the plant. The milk to this distrib-
utor had apparently been the first "run-off"™ resulting in all the
particles being in his consignment.

Possioly this accident could not have been prevented but the
fact that the milk was despatched showed a lamentable lack of insp-
ection on the part of the owners of the plant. However, as this
was the first complaint made in this district about this dairy, the
Council decided not to take proceedings but a warning was given,

Similer action was taken in respect of another complaint of a
bottle of milk which obviously contained particles of foreign matter,
The bottle intact was sent to the Chief Weights and Measures
Inspector for examination by the Public Analyst and the report is
shown on pege 47 . In a letter to the Council the dairy concerned
explained the precautions which are taken af the dairy to prevent
such an occurrence, In spite of these, this particular bottle wes
overlooked by at least three employees viz. the persons inspecting
the bottle after washing, after filling and finally the roundsman,



Tce-Cream

This popular food continues to maintain a high standard of besct-
erial cleanliness and there are Ll premises registered for its sale
in the district; 25 visits were made to these premises by the Public
Health Inspector,

Seventeen samples were taken and graded by the laboratory as
follows:-

Grade 1 = 15, Grade II = 1, Grade III =1, Grade IV = 0.

Samples within Grades I and II are satisfroctory. The sample in
Grade III appeared to be an isolated carton; check semples from the
same shop refrigerator resulted in Grade I and II samples,

Bacteriological Sampling of Other Foods,

Eleven samples were taken of pies and cooked meats from foodshops
chosen at random and the foods sampled were those which are normally
eeten without further cooking. The bacteriologist examined the foods
for possible food poisoning organisms and also plate counted each
semple as an indication of the totzl contaminstion, The results are
shown in the table on pages 45 & 46, It will be seen that in nearly
every case especially with the cooked ham, the contaminetion is far
too high, This heavy contaminetion is caused by the unsetisfectory
storage and handling of' these foodstuffs., Cooked mo=ts should be
kept in a refrigerator but if it is necessary to display the product
it should be protected as much &8 is possible by a display cabinet.
Fortunately refrigerator display cabinets are becoming increasingly
used, and with the advent of the "deep freerer" the general publie
are becoming increasingly aware of the value and need of the temp=-
erature control of food, However one can still see meny shops and
public houses where meat products, pies ans similar foodstuff's are
displayed unprotected and a2t ambient temperature, on the counter,
Cooked ment can also be contaminated during slicing from careless
rnd unnecessary hendling by the shop assistent using his fingers
instead of tongs or grease proof peper, Contemination can also
occur from the machine itself ns occurred in the Aberdeen typhoid
outbrezk,
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Ideally two slieing machines should be in use; one for slicing
bacon and the other reserved for cooked meats, Some of the larger
shops do provide two machines but where one machine is used it
should be kept 2s clean &s possible, Similarly, if the products
are sliced by hand, 2 scparate knife should be put aside for slicing
only cooked meet:z, This is of course of paramount importance in
butchers shops where the indiscriuinate use of knives for cutting
raw and cooked meats will result in the cooked meats becoming
grossly contaminated. An ideal arrangement would be the separation
of the premiscs into two departments, one for cooked meets and the
other for raw mest,

& complaint was investigated of minute particles of broken
glass in a jar of food extract. The Public inalyst reported that
the glass had broken off the top edge of the jor end could have
been caused by anyone using o knife to remove the food from the
bottle, The bottle was returned to the food firm concerned and
they in turn, sent the bottle to the bottle manufacturers with
instructions to alter the bottle mould to prevent a sherp, fragile
edge being formed in the moulding process,

Sempling of Foods for ldulteration etec,

The sampling of foods for this purpose is undertaken by the
County Council, 4 copy of the report of the Chief Inspector of the
Weights and i'ecsures Department is shown on pagel7.

Meat Inspection

There arc no slaughterhouses in this district but frequent
inspections ore made of the meat in butchers' shops in the course
of routine visits to these premises. At the request of one butcher
some quarters of beef were examined end found to be affected with
"bone-taint", some 4 cwts of beef were rendered unsaleasble,



BLCTERIOLOGICAL EX/MINATION OF FOOD SPECIMENS

Details of results are shown in the t=ble below:-

Food Specimen

Result of Examination

Pork Pie

Coockcd Ham

Pork Pie

Pork Pie

Cooked Ham

Pressed Beef

Cooked Ham

e

Plate count: less than 1,000
organisms per gram, Routine

culture: No growth,

Plate count: 8,000 organisms per
gram, Routine culture: Light
growth of Staph, sureus and light
growth of Staph, albus,

Plate count: less than 1,000
organisms per gram, Routine
culture: No growth,

Plate count: less than 1,000
organisms per grem, Routine
culture: No growth,

Plate count: 1,000,000 organisms
per gram, Routine culture: Heavy
growth of Staph, albus and Strep.
viridans,

Plate count: 3,000,000 organisms
per gram, Routine culture: Heavy
grovth of Staph, albus only.

Plate count: 3,800,000 organisms
per gram, Routine culture: Heavy
mixed growth of Staph. albus,
Bact, coli and Pretens,



Food Specinen

Result of Examinetion

Cooked Ham

Pork Pie

Cooked Ham

Pork Pie

Flate count: 1,300,000 organisms
per gram, Routine culture: Moderate
growth of Steph, albus eand Paradon
organisms,

Plecte count: less than 1,000
organisms per gram, Routine culture:
No growth,

Plate count: 1,500,000 orgenisms per
grem, Routine culture: lioderate
growth of Staph, slbus and Strep.
faecalis,

Plate count: less than 1,000 coli
per grem, Routine culture: No
growth,

Deteils of Various Food Premises (by trades )

Provision 3hops, Greengrocers ... -

Butchers' Shops & Fishmongers ... one vee

Bekehousscs e

L L]

Cetering Esteblishments (including Public

Factory Canteens ... +..
School Cantecns P

L

Milk Distributors ... R

.o ainiel Wi svs 4D
T

P P -~ ERE T
Houscs) aki o

e res =P Saman e i el
caa i e can
ses s P . S

0f the above food premises 45 are registered for the sale of
ice-cream and 9 for the manufacture and sale of sausages and

preserved foods,



SAMPLES TAKFN IN THE BR./CKLEY RURAL DISTRICT IN THE 12 MONTHS ENDING
31st, MARCH 19@@, BY THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL -WEIGHTS
AND MEASURES DEP/RTIENT

MELE, s e i o .on i e . - 27
Antibioticmilk v dae S o - R e 12
iilk Bottle ... “oe Fie S e S P e 1
Almonds ok - ase “ue wan S sne e 1
Butter ... P Sinin asd £ A . e qC.- 1
Coffee Etc. ... il g . aus S e o 2
Fish Products sen san oo a - T sen e 1
Ice Cream e N % Wdn e e e i i &
Lard i 1
Margarine - o h i R o
Meat Products EEA i s i > i s 20
Medicaments ... Sn's e . s ee e HER iy 1
Preserves Etec. 4 i 1o s e iiaans 3
Soft Drinks ... ek s . o sl gt e 2
TinﬂEd Fruit .. “as e -ew - T " “w e i I
Total ..o §ai S i e i . g Tt 75
Remarks

A sample of milk was submitted for examination a2t the request of
the Chief Public Henlth Inspector of the Rurel District, It consisted
of a full one pint bottle with its cap intact and it was reported
by the fnalyst to contain foreign matter consisting of organio debris
and general dust adhering to the cap, sides and base of the bottle
es well as in suspension in the milk, The report was passed to the
Chief Public Health Inspector so that he could continue with his
enquiries and take any necessary action.

Weights and Measures Jct, 1963

Of the 3,520 articles of food which were checked for weight or
measure during the period under review only 14 were found to be
incorrect. Generally the errors were of a minor nature and called
for no particular comment,

1"?'



SECTION F

THE PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

The total number of infectious diseases notified during the year
was 145 showing a decrease on last year's figure of 302, This was
largely due to a decrease in the incidence of measles which continues
to show its biennial pattern, There were only 6 caoses of infective
jaundice compared with 35 in 1967.

MEASLES This higly infective illness from which few individuals
escape has its incidence zlmost exclusively during childhoeod. It
usually follows a biennial incidence, with high numbers occurring
in alternate years. The course of the illness is slmost invariably
benign, but complications vhich include otitis media, pneumonia,
eye infections and very occasionally encephalitis do oceur, and

the illness itself is often severe, Complications can be
efectively dealt with by the many antibiotics which are now
eveilable, but these drugs are themsclves not all without side
effects, are expensive and involve medicel supervision, An
effective measles vaccine has now been developed and this becane
aveilable for general use this year, and it is anticipated that in
future years measles in common with poliomyelitis and diphtheria will
be wvirtually eradicated, This year there were 128 cases,

WHOOPING COUGH There were 2 notifications, Acceptance rate to
immunisation is high and the incidence of this condition is low.
Cases still occur as immunisation is not completely effective,
however in the majority of children who have received immunisation
the illness is usuelly mild.

SCARLET FEVER Six cases werec notified, three from Culworth, two

from Kings Sutton and one from Greatworth, This disease continues

to exhibit its mild phase. The principel interest in its notification
is that it gives some indication of the degree of streptococcal
infection in the community.,

FOLIOMYELITIS No cases occurred, and this freedom can be aseribed

to immunisation as the decline in incidence has occurred concurrently
with vaccination, The oral Ssbin vaccine is now used which gives a
longer lasting immunity then the Salk or injected variety., A drink
of syrup or a2 lump of suger is slso more acceptable to the young
patients than the previous needle prick,




FOOD POISONING It is pleasing to record that no cases were notified
during the yeor.

The condition is usually caused by one of the Salumonella organisms,
of which there are 2 large number, The commonest strain being that
of typhimurium, Salmonella infection is common in bovines, and the
incidence of infection on farms is now notified by the Divisional
Veterinary Officer to the Medical Officer of Health, Farm workers
are then worned of the possibility of human infection, and given
details of hygicne precasutions to prevent incidence in themselves
or their families,

Other causes of food poisoning are staphylococcus which may gain
entry to food from an inflected spot on the face, hands or arms of a
food handler which mey oause a severe form of the illness, As the
symptoms result from & toxin which is unaffected by heat, cooking
the infected food, in this case does not prevent the illness, More
rarely typhoid fever, botulism or chemical contaminents may occur,
However the commonest germ is the salmonella which gains entry into
food because of the faulty personal hygiene of food handlers., The
sources of infection are numerous, probebly uncooked contaminated
(often imported) meat being today one of the most frequent,

SMALLPOX There were no cases, The vaccination of children is still
necessary and should be carried out sometime during the first two
years of life, preferably between the first and second year.

DIPHTHERIA There have been no cases of diphtheria in Northamptonshire
since 1956, There is therefore with each successive year of freedom
from infection, a diminishing recollection of the dangers of this
illness, Mothers without knowledge of the disease feel a false
security and mey not have their children immunised., That this is

a dangerous situation cannot be too strongly stressed, as it is

only by keeping up the numbers of children immunised that the disease
be kept in check, It is the duty of all parents to have their
children immunised, and if they fail to do so they neglect their
welfare.,

L3,



INFECTIVE JAUNDICE The Minister of Health gave sanction that this
disease should be made loceclly notifiasble as from lst. July, 1962,
By arrangement with other District Councils this zlso became
operative in the County of Northamptonshire, Under the Henlth
Services and Public Health Act 1968 this disease has now becone
netionally notifisble &s Infrective Jaundice,Six cases were notified
during the year.

Acute Infective Jaundice is a disease caused by a virus, which
attecks the liver ond causes jaundice, It is meinly an infection
of young people of faecal-oral spread, and with an incubation
period of 15 - 50 deys. The incriminative routes of infection are
from food handlers, water, and children to their mothers., The virus
is present in faeces 16 doys before jaundice, ond up to 8 days after,
Serum hepetitis, which is another form of infective joundice, has
& longer incubation period of 50 - 160 deys and affects mainly
adults and can be sprecd by blood tronsfusion and inefficiently
sterilised equipment uscd by doctors, dentists, nurses and drug
addicts, and in the various tattooing processes, The clinical
groups of these two types of hepatitis are indistinguisheble., There
is no specific trectment and =& jeundiced adult would be ocwey from
work from six weeks to two months, and sometimes might not feel
really fit for a year, Quarantine measures are of little value,
and patients can be treated at home or in hospitel provided adequate
hand washing technigues are practised, with current disinfection of
excreta, Serum hepatitis con be virtually sbolished, if disposal
equipment was generally introduced. In this County disposable
equipment is used by the County Health Department for all procedures
involving immunisetion, Gemma Globulin is of value for the protect-
jon of close contacts and pregnant women during epidemics,
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PERTOD DISTRIBUTION OF NOTIFIED CLSES OF INFECTIOUS DISFE.LSES

i statement showing the period distribution of the cases
notified is given hersunder,

B E .E 4 & O
g8 fune g by Selled ofiGut
3 Buden Bepdaeg B aD
Scarlet Fever ... 2 = = 1 = = = = =1 =" 2 §
Diphtheria R TR L T e
Pneunonia S TR EE AR ARSI e R R S
Mensles coe =i, =y modd M Ty Gei20d Te Boulrslal
Whooping Gough ... = = = 1 1 = = = ="' = = = 32
Food Poisoning ... = = = = = = = = = = = = =
Dysentery R . A e S o T
Erysipelas ey = = m e m om om o= ] o= = - 1
Infective Jaundice = <« 1 =1 1 = 1 -« 1 1 = ‘@
Poliomyelitis ies ™ ™ m m wm e m m = = m m e
TOTALS IR~ - S T L g B T
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INCIDENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISE/SES

Over the pest 10 years (other then Tuberculosis)

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968

Soarlet Fever ... 8 3 Iy 7 2 L 7 5 2 6

Diphtheria aai o= 24 = - pit = = & = -
Pneunonia ex, It 1 3 L 1 - - 1 - -
Mecasles SuenlOg 30 @=L 3 160 161 79 104 258 128
Whooping Cough ... 17 5 3 - 10 4 - 9 7 2
Food Poisoning ... - - - 5 - 7 1 1 - -
Dysentery s 7 1 - - 3 1 - 5 < e
Erysipelas Sie e - - i - 1 - - - h |

Infective Jaundice (liot notifieble 5§ 9 i 1 L 35 6
until 1962)
Poliomyelitis ... - - - - - - - - & i
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INCIDENCE OF NOTIFI/BLE DISEASES 1968

(other than Tuberculosis)

In individual Parishes,

o
;E
h g 3 s
o g o Rk
5 o a8 5 h B
B o O 3 e
A S
EEEN RN
; n*" @ A o
e & B & 8 BRI
iﬂmmﬂ;ﬂﬁ.g < T
Parish
Lston-le~Walls T T R T L
Lynho e - - 1 — = - - - i 1
Boddington b TR m SN L S *
Chocombe s 3 e = o= o= = o= 3
Chipplng Warden .,. = = = = = = = =""o o8O
Croughton sos T = @ 27 m i Ca e
Culworth R Tt - - - = w T
Edgcote P T N
Evenley R T - s s Sl e
Eydﬂ'n W e L g L DT s SRR e
Farthinghoe gy | = - = 1 - - = - - oy 1
Greatworth PO | - - 3 - - = P i % 5
Helmdon g oot o= e o Ba T e cE SR SEE
Hinton-in-the-Hedgos = @ = = = = « =« = = = =
Kings Sutton pay B = e o w0 e T S S
Marston St. Lawrence = = - - TR e e
Middleton Cheney ... = = =103 = = -« = 1 =104
Moreton Pinkney ... = - - - - - - = - o -
Newbottle & Charlton - - - 1 - - = U - 2
Radstone B I - R R
Sulgrave e = - - - - - - = i =
Syresham Gwa W e e B cmr oen e Casd e RS
Thenford e T O R SR R R
Thorpe Mandeville.,., - - = = = = = = =« = =
Warkworth iny ™ T e o= i e el et S SR
Whitfield yaa = m  m  m m e m = = o= o=
TOTALS: vee B = =128 @ s & O} Bl
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TUBERCULOSIS

There wns one new case of respirztory tuberculosis in a man
27 years of age,

Total cases on the Register at the end of the year is

Respiratory Non-Respiratory Total
Males Femoles lales Females lMales Females
33 26 1 7 b7 33 = 80

VACCINATION AND IMMUNISLTION

Details of these figures are now only given in the Annual Report
of the County Medical Officer of Health,
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PROECTION G

RODENT CONTROL,

The number of requests received in the department for the
services of the Rodent Operative was 89, This was much the same
number as in 1967, however, most of these requests were received
in the autumn when it was found that the infestations were much
heavier than in previous years,

The bait used is warfarin and in some parts of the Country it
has been found that rodents have become resistant to this poison,
It was thought that this mey be the case in this district as incressed
amounts of bait were having to be used, but in fact the rats were
not resistant; there were just many more of them than usual,

During the Foot and Mouth Disease outbreak of 1967, rodents
were suspected of being one way by which the disease may spread
from farm to farm; one more reason why these pests should be destroyed
whenever possible, Because of this the Council sent a letter to 21l
farmers in the district informing them of the Rodent Control
Contract Service. For a fixed annual charge of £5.5.0. the Rodent
Operative provides three treatments at 2 farm in the year. This has
been found to be adequate to desl with any infestation which may
occur and ensures that infestations are not allowed to build up to
major inf'estations, There are now sixty farms serviced under this
scheme,

In addition the Council abolished the charge of 5/- for the
treatment of private houses, It was felt thet even this small
charge might prevent an infestation being brought to light. The
presence of a few rats in a garden may be the fringe of & much larger
infestation in the adjoining fields and hedgerows.

Mr. Readman, the Rodent Operative, has continued to discharge
his duties with efficiency and zeal, As well as treating agricul-
tural and other business premises, and dwellinghouses, he also
regularly trests sewage disposal works and refuse tips. Much of
his time is taken up in survey work and many infestations particu-
larly of the hedgerows are uncovercd in this way.

Details of his work are showm on the following page,
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umber of tresatments undertaken

Sewers, scwerage disposal works and ditches and hedgerows 60
Refuse tips (including roadside 'lay-bys' end unofficiel tips) 28
Farms and smallholdings 175
Private dwellings 110
Business premises (factories,shops ete.) and schools 19

Total number of visits made to premises including wvisits
for survey purposes 1524

Quantity of material used

Qatmezal with Warfarin 2227 lbs,
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