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Death Rate 1943-51.

Brackley Novih- England
ampilon- and
Year Total M. E. Recorded shire Wales
Raie
1943 164 82 82 17.3 12.28 12.10
1944 195 119 i 20.5 12.65 11.60
1945 175 91 8 19.2 12.34 11.40
1946 100 46 54 11.13 12.00 11.50
1947 149 &5 G4 16.28 12.43 12.00
1948 a7 a3 14 10.4 11.00 10.8
1949 124 62 G2 13.0 12.07 11.7
1950 124 G 58 13.0 12.01 11.6
1951 127 71 i 12.7 * 12.5

Birth Rate 1943-51.
1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951
Brackley ... .. 17.3 205 192 225 2044 219 179 202 16.5

Northamptonshire... 17.91 20.07 18.98 19.17 20.42 17.46 16.19 1571 *

England and Wales 165 17.6 161 19.1 205 179 167 158 155

Births. The number of live births assigned to this district was 164,
compared with 196 in 1950. The birth rate for 1951 of 16.5, is 3.7 per
thousand less than the rate for 1950, but is higher than the rate of 15.5
for England and Wales.

Still-Birth Rate, 1951.

Still-Births. The number of still-births during 1951 was 2 males
and 1 female.

Illegitimate Births. There were 6 illegitimate births assigned to
the district in 1951 (2 males, 4 females) 5 less than in 1950.

INFANT MORTALITY RATE, 1943-51
Deaths under 1 year per 1,000 live births.

1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951

Brackley ... .. 489 359 17.14 445 4278 2027 298 208 304

Northamptonshire... 40.4 38.00 39.17 36.86 3507 3167 3375 2053 *

fngland and Wales 49.00 46.00 46.00 43.00 41.00 34.00 32.00 20.8 296

* Nof avatlable

The number of children who died before reaching their first birthday
was five.

Maternal Mortality. It is pleasing to note that again in 1951 there
were no deaths from Puerperal Causes, or conditions allied to childbirth.
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Summary of Result of Water Samples taken for Bacteriological
Examination during past 12 years.

No. of Samples Result
faken and

Year examined Satisfactory [Insatisfactory

1940 0 0 0

1941 15 2 13

1942 8 1 7

1943 64 20 44

1944 78 28 49

1945 63 37 26

1946 70 a5 45

1947 58 16 42

1948 63 28 35

1949 94 41 53

1450 117 56 61

1951 85 46 39
ToTaLs 715 am 414

567.80%, Unsatisfactory

Throughout yet another year we have fortunately escaped any water-
borne infections of a serious character occurring. This may be difficult
to comprehend when so much bad water is consumed. Acquired im-
munity plays its part in protecting these local people who have for many
years drunk quantities of contaminated water without any ill effect.
But there is a big risk to the stranger who may come to the district and
drink the local water to which he or she is unaccustomed and who might
in consequence become ill with at least severe gastro-enteritis. The real
danger of enteric germs is always lurking around and will continue to do
so until the regional supply becomes a faif accompli.

This story actually happened in this rural district. “ A sample of
water derived from a well was being taken from a dairy. In conversation
the sampling official was told that this was the best water for miles around
and permission was granted to a number of families to take water from
this well. Also that relatives of the family, who lived in a large industrial
town, made fairly frequent social visits to the premises where they
thoroughly enjoyed the flavour of the tea brewed from the well water.
So much did the relatives relish this water that they habitually took back
receptacles filled with it to their own homes in the large industrial town.”
Now they have all been disillusioned by a recent letter sent by the health
department advising that the water sampled contained a heavy charge
of faecal coli and necessitated thorough boiling or other treatment before
drinking or use for dairying purposes. It is to be hoped that neither
the neighbours nor relatives will in future think such water worth while
fetching. This story shows the wide repercussions which would have
resulted if, for instance, enteric germs should have gained access to this
well water. The Medical Officer and Sanitary Inspectors in the large

9



industrial town may well have been perplexed over the probable source
of infection in the event of an enteric fever outbreak.

Drainage and Sewerage. The work of resewering at Croughton,
Chipping Warden, Culworth and Chacombe has started which, together
with the provisions of mains water, will mean real progress for these

villages.
The health staff supervised the laying and testing of 89 new drains
and, in addition, 12 drains were partly relaid. Such work as this will

vastly increase when the new sewers and main water supplies become
available,

Closet Accommodation. Privies and pail closets will be abolished in
favour of water closets as soon as adequate drainage and water supply
facilities become available.

Sanitary Inspection of Area. The following table shows that the
health officials were again active in regard to environmental conditions
in the district. The total of 188 complaints received shows an increase
over the previous year and seems to increase almost yearly.

Summary of Sanitary Inspector’s Visits to Premises during 1951.

Inspections—Housing Act ... e i 357
Notices served ... de S e
Re-inspections ... s — 113

Inspections—Public Health Acts ... ivs 394
Notices served = i 64
Re-inspections ... " S BO8

Works completed without Nﬂtu::s i

Mo. of complaints received . e i 188

Food Notices Served i i & 39

Notices complied with {:ncludmg “es . - . 47
food premises)

Factory Notices Served

No. of Public Health Housing Notices mmphe:d with ... 108

Visits to :—

Slaughterhouses ‘e

Butchers' Shops 54

Bakehouses ... 47

Fishmongers ]

Cowsheds 2

Diairies and Mxlk Shups 76

Public Houses.. 5 o e 53

Provision ‘slmps hd

Greengrocers ... (i

Ice Cream Places ... 107

Dining Rooms 12

Schools.. e 7

Pl;.,f.,cncs ALy 3

Infectious Diseases Enqmn:s - 3

Miscellaneous . 8

Drains re- In:-;l | 89

Drains partly re- Jaid 12

Rat infested premises 18

Petroleum 18

Factorics s 4
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Gullies provided

Septic tanks constructed
Cesspools constructed
Watercourses cleared

MNuisances,

Offensive accumulations removed ... e
Nuisances from keeping animals abated

Overcrowding abated

Smoke nuisances abated

Miscellaneous nuisances abated 1o

.
| | <8

| 1| ~c

Public Cleansing. A systematic collection of house refuse is in
operation throughout the district.

The Parishes are served as follows (—

Village

Dale of Cellection

Refuse Tip

King's Sutton

Alternate Thursdays

Aynho Alternate Thursdays
Middleton Cheney Alternate Thursdays
Chacombe Second Tuesday in each month

Chipping Warden
Aston-le-Walls

First Wednesday in each month
First Monday in each month

All refuse is now
taken to More-

Boddingtons First Monday in each month ton Pinkney,
Eydon Second Monday in each month Greatworth,
Thenford First Tuesday in each month Charlton or
Thorpe Mandeville First Wednesday in each month Helmdon.

Marston 5t. Lawrence
Culworth
Moreton Pinkney

Second Tuesday in each month
First Wednesday in each month
Second Monday in each month

Greatworth FFirst Tuesday in each month
Sulgrave Second Wednesday in each month
Helmdon Second Wednesday in each month
Radstone Third Wednesday in each month
Charlton Third Tuesday in each month
Croughton Third Tuesday in each month
Hinton-in-the-Hedges First Tuesday in each month
Eveniey First Tuesday in each month
Whitfield Third Wednesday in each month
Syresham Third Wednesday in each month
Farthinghoe Second Tuesday in each month
Halse First Tuesdav in each month

Public Cleansing. Despite what I have said in previous reports

concerning the storage of house refuse, the pro
dustbins for this purpose are conspicuous by their absence.

vision of suitable sanitary

It would be

possible for the Council to carry a stock of standard sized sanitary dust-
bins which could be gold to property owners upon application being

made by them.

I would suggest that this facility could be made known

to property owners by the house refuse collection staff, advising that
these sanitary dustbins could be purchased from the Council at a cost

which might be cheaper than that made by the ordinary trader. Apart

from such receptacles providing proper protection to the house refuse

during storage at the home, and therefore minimising any possible

nuisance therefrom, it would greatly facilitate the actual collection process,

and would, of course, present a much more pleasing appearance in the

village streets to see an array of standardized and proper bins, rather
12






SECTION D.

HOUSING.

Up to the present time the Council have completed 236 post-war
houses, which no one will dispute is a very creditable achievement for a
comparatively small district. Altogether the Council now owns 586
houses, all of which have been built by them. Nevertheless 1 would
suggest that a sound housing policy should not be judged solely on the
number of new houses erected and that consideration should be given to
preserving existing houses.

Housing surveys have revealed a high proportion of houses in the
district as having fallen into a state of decay and disrepair which has
continued over the past years, and is even in a worsened position to-day,
because rigid rent restrictions and the high cost of repairs has made it
uneconomical for property owners to keep their properties in repair.
There is still a shortage of skilled and unskilled labour in the building
industry, and rates of pay are up by 200% since 1939. Timber which
was £40 per standard in 1939 is now {120 per standard ; bricks then
£45-£50 per ton are now £124, and the price of lead has risen from £32
to £200 per ton. All this has a tendency to discourage the execution of
repairs by the owners of properties where rent is controlled and un-
economical : teduce the standard of workmanship ; and increase the
cost of the job.

Hence, arises a problem which must confront every local authority
as to how best to stem this deterioration of existing housing accom-
modation.

By virtue of the heavy costs involved, plus the shortage of labour
and materials, the officials are loth to take action under Section 9 of the
Housing Act, 1936, which is to serve a notice on the owner to carry out
repairs necessary to make the house fit for human habitation at a reason-
able cost for an implied peried of at least 5 years. Alternative procedure
is to apply the provisions of Sections 92 and 93 of the Public Health Act,

1936, which is the serving of an abatement notice where the premises are
in such a state as to be prejudicial to health, or a nuisance.

The method adopted in the Brackley Rural area is as laid down by
the Public Health Act, 1936, which, I think, is the most satisfactory
procedure during the present extremely difficult period through which
this Country is passing.
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1. INSPECTION OF DWELLING-HOUSES DURING THE YEAR.

1 (a)

(b)
2 (a)

(b)

Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) ... o i oRel

Number of inspections made for the purpose ... .- 1.502

Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-head
1 above) which were inspected and recorded under the
Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 s 309

Number of inspections made for the purpose ... eI ()

3 Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so dangerous

or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation 1

4 Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to

under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all re-
spects reasonably fit for human habitation 64

2. REMEDY OF DEFECTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT

SERVICE OF FORMAL NOTICE.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence

of informal action by the Local Authority or their
Officers e

3. ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING THE YEAR.

(a)
(1)

(2)

(b)
(1)

(2)

Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing
Act, 1936 .—

Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs —
Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit after
service of formal notices :—
(a) By Owners . —
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners —

Proceedings under the Public Health Act, 1936 :—

Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ... 66

Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices :—
(a) By Owners 12

(b) By local Authority in default of owners -
17






SECTION E.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Food Premises Generally. With a few notable exceptions, the food
premises in the district are old and require money spending on them
to bring them more up-to-date and in keeping with modern standards
for such places. The cost of carrying out structural improvements or
repairs to-day is so high that most of the foodshop keepers are loth to
embark on a scheme of improvements to their premises. Nevertheless,
efforts should be made steadily to improve the standards of all places
in which foods are sold or stored, and possibly improvements can be
achieved by persistent persuasion on the part of the public health officials
together with the goodwill and co-operation of the food traders.

During the year a total of 453 visits were made to various places
dealing with food, which shows that a careful watch over the public
food supplies was kept.

The storage of various foodstuffs at a general stores was found to
be so bad that a very considerable quantity of it had to be condemned
as unfit for human consumption. Tins containing food had become so
badly rusted as to allow the tin to break down upon the slightest pressure,
whilst others were leaking and allowing air to enter. Due to dampness
through improper storage, labels affixed to the tins had completely fallen
off, whilst other labels were hanging in shreds as one sometimes sees
wallpaper hanging from very damp walls in dwelling-houses. Lots of
tins and jars were covered with damp, dirt and dust. Some granulated
foods had become solidified, and quantities of haricot beans were attacked
by weevils, and it was noticed that the sacks containing the beans had
been gnawed through by rodents. This food trader had utterly neglected
to fulfil his responsibility to the public, and the whole atmosphere at his
shop was one of sheer neglect and unsuitability so far as food hygeine is
concerned. His record up to this time had shown that he had given
much concern to the public health officials. Apart from the risk to health
if such foodstuffs as I have just described had been consumed by anyone,
a large quantity of valuable food was wasted which, if properly stored
and looked after, would otherwise have been used to eke out the meagre
food ration for the consumers in that particular locality. Such waste,
apart from the potential danger to public health, is in my view a very
serious offence and it is to be regretted that, acting upon the advice of
the Council's consulting solicitors, this particularly unsuitable food
trader was not prosecuted and, in consequence, the case publicised in
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the press, which might have proved a deterrent to other food traders
who might not be doing all they could to provide for the public food which
is clean and safe to eat. With the co-operation of the Ministry of Food
officials, I am glad to be able to state that this food trader is now " out
of business "* and his shop closed.

Towards the end of the year a rather serious outbreak of food
poisoning occurred in South Northamptonshire and part of North
Buckinghamshire which was proved to be caused through eating meat
pies containing a specific food poisoning organism. The pies were
manufactured outside this district, but within the County, and supplies
of them were delivered to several parishes in the Brackley Rural area.
Although no cases of food poisoning affecting persons in this district
were notified by medical practitioners, enquiries made by your public
health officials revealed that several people had, in fact, suffered typical
food poisoning symptoms after eating meat pies sent in from a particular
establishment in the County. Specimens of faeces taken from one of
these persons showed upon bacteriological examination to contain the
Salmonella Minnesota, as did some of the meat pie taken from this
district, which was the causative agent in this outbreak. All the affected
persons in this area have made a complete recovery, but out of an
approximate total of 500 cases occurring in the outbreak there were
unfortunately two deaths. The value of surveillance over food premises
is to endeavour to promote such conditions and advise precautions as
might reduce to a minimum the possibilities of an outbreak of food
poisoning in any district.

No. in District No. of Visits
No. of Provision Shops  ......cooceevimncnienns 47 i
Mo. of Butchers' Shops .. 12 GE]
No. of Dining Rooms  .......co.cooiiimmninninnn 7 12
No. of Public Houses or o e A 40 B3
No. of Bakehouses .. %, 12 47
No. of Registered Dmr}rmeu 31 76
No. of Ice Cream Shops o 23 107
No. of Fishmongers and Fish Fr].rers 3 5
No. of Greengrocers and Fruiterers ......... 5 6

DETAILS OF REPAIRS OR IMPROVEMENTS TO FOOD PREMISES

Bakehouses.
Cleansed and limewashed
Benches or tables cleansed
Accumulations of refuse removed :
Proper fuel containers provided s
Lighting or ventilation improved
Structural repairs carried out
Hot water supply provided

Dairies.
Cleansed and redecorated
Accumulations removed
Hot water supply provided for washmg hamis
Wash-hand basins provided :
Suitable closet accommodation pmwded

20
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Unsatisfactory dairies discontinued

New dairies provided
Structural repairs made

Food Shops and Food Preparing Premlus

Hot water supply provided for washing hands

Suitable closet accommodation provided

Wash-hand basins provided
Structural repairs made

Metal storage bins provided
Apparatus and utensils cleansed or Jmprc:w; d
Lighting and ventilation improved

Cafes and Public Houses

Hot water supply provided for washing hands

Suitable closet accommodation provided

Wash-hand basins provided
Structural repairs made
Metal storage bins provided

Apparatus and utensils cleansed or unprow:l;l
Lighting and ventilation improved .
Proper urinal accommodation pmwded

Bar sink with hot and cold water provided

EEE]
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Meat and Foods Inspection. Certificates of unfitness were issued
in respect to the following foods, all of which were voluntarily surrendered

at the Health Department :

Description Weight Disease or Condition
-|—1bs. 015,
Tinned luncheon meat ... 16 2 Decomposed, blown and
burst.
v tomatoes 4 3 Blown, leaky and pierced.
o milk 28 4 Blown, leaky and pierced.
. sOUp [ 2 Blown, leaky and pierced,
unsound or unwhole-
some.
v« baked beans 4 Decomposed and blown.
o PEBS ... 2 114 | Blown and pierced.
sardines.. 84 | Leaky.
_]a.rs apricots 2 14 Decomposed.
Tinned meat (v armu&] 9 154 | Decomposed and blown,
L pears ... 1 13 Pierced.
Jar lemon cheese 14§ | Rancid.
Tinned pineapple crush 1 4 Blown or pierced.
Jars pickle 10 10 Unsound or unwholesome.
Packets cocoa ... a —_ Unsound or unwholesome,
Tinned gravy salt | 6 .- Unsound or unwholesome.
.+ tomato juice 5 10 Unsound or unwholesome.
.» baking powder... 3 8 Unsound or unwholesome.
++  spaghetti 1 8 Unsound or unwholesome,
i beetroot... 1 — Unsound or unwholesome,
e malted food ! 1 — Unsound or unwholesome.
cod liver roe paste | 1 13 | Unsound or unwholesome.
_Tars fish paste ... 124 | Unsound or unwholesome.
Packets pickling spice ... 4 | Unsound or unwhoelesome.
Tinned coffee | & Unsound or unwholesome.
v miscellaneous
food ... : 24 — Unsound or unwholesome.
Sack haricot h-.ang 14 Unsound or unwholesome,
Total . | 151 Ibs. 6} ozs.

Milk Supply. The steady improvement in the quality of the milk
distributed in this area has been maintained. There were 74 samples of
milk taken and tested, of which 64.89%, were found satisfactory.
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Tabulated below are comparative results of methylene blue tests
made on samples taken over the past 12 years.

Resuil

Year Total Crovend Maoderale Bad

1940 G 25 4054 14 2095 27 409,
1841 73 40 559%, 14 199, 19 2654
1942 5l n 559 12 23% 11 22%,
1943 53 34 fid %, k! 1755 10 1949,
1944 « 83 37 T09 13 245, 3 B2
1945 46 15 349%, 10 2194 21 4596
1946 31 24 97.5% — — 7 22590
1947 36 28 77.8% - O B e i 4 111925
1948 149 12 63.29 3 15859 4 21.0%
1949 a0 40 50.09; 17 21.39%| 23 28744
18950 45 40 - 88.99 2 .49, 3 6. 7%
1951 74 48 a64.82,] 11  14.8%1 15 20.4%

Since the responsibility of milk production at its source no longer
became attached to local authorities one cannot help noticing that
extremely little, if any, improvement such as the reconstruction or
rebuilding of cowsheds and dairies have taken place at those premises
which the public health officers of this Council knew so well, and which
they visited so often and where they tried so hard for so long to bring
about structural and other improvements. Despite more adequate legal
powers perhaps the authority now responsible is finding its task as
difficult as did the local authorities when they had control.

Ice-cream. Yearly the number of registered premises for the sale
of ice-cream has increased, and there are now 23 in the district, an increase

of 7 over last year.

Throughout the summer months 83 samples of ice-cream were
obtained and subjected to the methylene blue test, 71 being placed in
Grade 1 ; 10 in Grade 2 ; 2 in Grade 3, and none in Grade 4. This shows

an improvement on the previous year's figures.

I am pleased to be able to say that, with one exception, all ice-cream
sold in the Brackley Rural District is pre-wrapped at the place of pro-
duction. Risk of contamination between production and consumption

is therefore almost negligible.

All reasons for any unsatisfactory sampling results are usually
discovered and the cause rectified. Premises are frequently visited by
the public health staff and for the year under review, 107 visits were made.
No premises would be recommended for the sale of ice-cream until found

quite suitable for the purpose.

Since it was discovered last year that “iced lollies” were being
made with contaminated water, only lollies obtained from reputable
manufacturers are sold in the district.

a2



SECTION E.

PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER DISEASES.

The total of infectious diseases notified throughout the year was
172 : an increase of 124 against the previous year’s total of 48. The
increased number consisted mainly of measles and whooping cough
notifications, which were 134 and 28 respectively. These diseases
occurred mainly amongst the child population. Measles showed a
prevalence between the months of January to May, and this was followed
by an outbreak of whooping cough during the peak summer months.

Towards the end of the year 3 cases of Poliomyelitis occurred and,
like during 1950, were in separate parishes without any apparent con-
nection. All cases were moved to and treated at the Slade Isolation
Hospital, Oxford.

There were no cases of scarlet fever or diphtheria in the district.
There has been no case of diphtheria since 1944, the case notified in
1948 was not confirmed. This indicates the value of diphtheria immuni-
sation amongst the child population, the advantages of which are now
apparent. In the year under review in the Brackley Rural area, 143
children under 5 years of age and 3 between the ages of 5 and 14 were
immunised against diphtheria making a total of 146. In addition 32
booster injections were given ; up to the 31st December, 1951, 1,659
children in this district had completed a full course of immunisation.

Before the war the average number of cases of diphtheria for England
and Wales was 55,000 a year. Each case needed some six weeks’ hospital
treatment at a cost of perhaps £4 a week. So the national cost was
about £1.3 million a year.

Thanks to diphtheria immunisation, by 1949 the case figure was
down to 1,890 a year. Even assuming the cost per case to
be up to £8 per week, the overall bill amounts only to about £90,000.
By comparison with the original cost of the disease, the cost of the
immunisation has been small.

No cases of food poisoning were notified by medical practitioners
serving the district, but arising from an outbreak which occurred in this
and an adjoining County, several persons in this area were found ill
with typical food poisoning symptoms after eating meat pies received
from a manufacturer outside the Rural area. Specimens of faeces and
portions of the pies showed, after bacteriological examination, the
presence of specific food poisoning organisms. The patients in this area

made a complete recovery, but there were 2 deaths elsewhere arising
from this outbreak.
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INCIDENCE OF NOTIFIABLE DISEASES
(other than Tuberculosis)

IN INDIVIDUAL PARISHES
during the year, 1951.
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