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General Provision of Health Services.

(a). LABORATORY FACILITIES.

The pathological department of the Northampton General
Hospital continues to examine all swabs submitted by general
practitioners in the area, the Council paying 2/6 for each examina-
tion. During the year six such samples were sent.

The pathological section of the County Health Department
undertakes the bacteriological analysis of water samples submitted
and charges a nominal fee of 10/- per sample. Eight samples were
submitted during the year.

Samples of milk taken under instruction of the County Medical
Officer of Health are taken by the Sanitary Inspector and are
examined in the pathological section of the County Health Depart-
ment. During the year 140 samples were taken, and of these 97
were good, 7 moderate and 36 bad, shewing an improvement over
the figures for 1937.

(b). AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

Under the Western Northamptonshire Joint Hospital Board
scheme, in which this Council is a participant, an ambulance based
on Staverton Isolation Hospital is available for removing infectious
cases to this institution.

(c). NURSING IN THE HOME.

Under the County Council scheme and by arrangement with
the County Nursing Association and affiliated District Nursing
Associations, four District Nurse-Midwives are available in the
area for the nursing of sickness in the home, and for attendance on
parturient women.,

(d). CrLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

An Infant Welfare Clinic is held monthly at Brackley and is
being attended in increasing numbers. Mothers and children are
brought in from the outlying district by buses, part of the cost of
this transport being borne by the County Council.

Residents of the Northern part of the District attend the clinic
held at Byfield in the Rural District of Daventry.

The two Health Visitors of these clinics also act as School
Nurses and attend the Medical Officer in his biannual visits to
schools, which they also visit regularly to examine children for
vermin and general uncleanliness.

The Manfield Orthopazdic Clinic continues to hold clinics at
Bracklegefor the treatment of children suffering from orthopadic
defects, while the services of the County Dental_Service and Oculist
are regularly available for children requiring their services.
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The following Hospitals are available for those cases requiring
institutional treatment or care:—

Brackley Cottage Hospital, Brackley.

Horton General Hospital, Banbury.

Hospital of St. Cross, Rugby.

Oxford Eve Hospital, Oxford.

Manfield Orthopadic Hospital, Northampton.
Northampton General Hospital, Northampton.

Radcliffe Infirmary and County Hospital, Oxford.
Rushden House Sanitorium, Rushden, Northants.
Staverton Isolation Hospital, Staverton.

Wingfield-Morris Orthopadic Hospital, Headington, Oxon.

Section C.—Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.

1. (i) WATER.

In general this section calls only for a record of any new source
of supply or of improvements to existing supplies or services.
Therefore unless otherwise stated supplies and services may bhe

taken to be as they were outlined in my predecessor's Reports of
1936 and 1937.

Charlton-cum-Newbottle.—During the year the construction
of a new reservoir of 8,000 gallons capacity has been completed and
the existing mains have been extended to service the 8 new Council
Houses.

Eydon.—Though the source of supply remains the same,
improvements are to be effected by installing asbestos pipes to
replace the existing corroded iron pipes, and by lifting the well
water to a service tank from which water will flow by gravity to
the already existing Council houses and to the four new houses
proposed to be built. The possibility of utilising a new service to
supply the whole of the village is under consideration.

Greatworth.—It has been decided to improve this supply by
installing a second ram to ensure a greater head of pressure in the
existing service reservoir. The work will be carried out in 1939.

Helmdon.—To service the e.ght Council houses now in course
of erection a spring which outcrops at a higher level is impounded
in a ground level reservoir and is thence piped by gravity a distance
of approximately 150 yards to the houses.

Kings Sutton.—To service the 40 new houses, now nearing
completion, a well has been sunk on the housing site; the water
will be raised by electric pump to a service tank and then piped into
the houses. A major scheme to supply the whole of the village is
in course of preparation by the consulting engineers employed by
the Council.
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Middleton Cheney.—To supply the 28 new houses a well has
been sunk on the housing site; water being electrically lifted to a
service tank from whence it is piped to the houses. A scheme to
service the whole village with a pipe borne supply is under con-
sideration.

Sulgrave.—In December, the Minister of Health held a Public
Enquiry at Sulgrave to consider the new supply proposed by the
Council. The scheme in general was approved and it is expected
that the work will commence in 1939. The advisability of extending
the supply to Culworth was advocated by the Medical Officer, and
the Minister directed that this end should be kept in view when
drawing up plans for specification for the Sulgrave supply.

Whitfield.—To ensure a supply when there is insufficient wind
to drive the wind engines, an electric motor has been installed with
easy means of attachment to the present pumping plant.

(i1) DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE.

These services have not been greatly altered during the period
under review, though in all cases where new Council houses have
been erected due provision for the carriage of surface and slop
waters has been provided.

Croughton.—A scheme for new treatment works and for new
sewers where necessary is under course of preparation.

Eydon.—The relaying of new sewers to replace the worn out
old ones has been completed.

Kings Sutton.—A new length of sewer has been laid to service
the new Council houses.

Overthorpe.—A scheme for new treatment works to deal with
sewage from the northern part of the hamlet has been submitted to
the Ministry of Health.

Syresham.—A new length of sewer has been laid to take the
sewage from new Council houses to the existing treatment works.

The Surveyor states that the existing sewage facilities have
continued to work satisfactorily during the year.

2. RIVERS AND STREAMS.

The Council's Surveyor continues to co-operate with the
Officers of the Thames Conservancy Board to avoid the pollution
of any streams which might arise through the institution of new
sewage works. Evidence of this is to be found in drawing up of
a new scheme for the village of Overthorpe.
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Prevalencz of, and Control over, Infectious Diseases, etc.

From the following comparative tabular summary it will be
seen that in respect of the incidence of notifiable infectious diseases,
the period under review compares favourably with the preceding
year : the cases were in the main sporadic and no single parish
suffered any epidemics.

The last quarter of the year with its sudden incidence of severe
weather was responsible for a fairly widespread occurrence of mild
influenza cases, while also whooping cough was prevalent.

No schools were closed during the year owing to the incidence
of infectious disease.

This Council is now a participant in the Western Northampton-
shire Joint Hospital Board whereby all cases of infectious disease
requiring institutional care are sent to the Staverton Isolation
Hospital, being conveyed there by an ambulance maintained at that

hospital. Three members of the Council sit on the Board, which
meets quarterly.
1937. 1938.
Disease. Total | Admitted Total | Admitted

Cases lo Deaths. | Cases o Deaths.

MNotified. | Hospital. Motlfied. | Hospital,
Smallpox i
Scarlet Fever i 22 13 2 11 g
Diphtheria i i I 1 I 4 4
Enteric Fever . s
Puerperal Fever ol
Puerperal Pyrexia -
Pneumonia ; 2 3 2
Ervsipelas 2 3 -

A statement shewing the period distribution of the cases notified
is given hereunder :(—

PERIOD DISTRIBUTION OF NOTIFIED CASES
OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.
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