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BORDIGH _OF _BRACKIEY

SNHUAL REFORT OF THE MEDICAL CFPICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE ¥EAR 1953

Arthur Lucas,
L.R.C.P. ,L.R.C.5, ,D.P.H,
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BOROUGH OF BRACKIEY,
Annal Esport of the Medicel Officer of Health

for the Year 1953.

To The Mayor, Aldermen & Councilliors
of the Boreough of Brackley,

Mr, Moyor, Aldermen & Councillors,

I have the honour to present my Anmual Report for the Year 1953,

The Tital Statistics are satiafactory ond compare wvery favourchly with
those of the rest of the Country., There were no deaths from infectious
diszease and no casze of Poliomyeliti= ocourred during the year under review;
in fect there has been no case of Poliompelitis during the past five years
in the Borough, which iz one of the f'ew places in the Country with such a
record, It iz gratifying to record that there were no infant or meternal
deaths during the year,

The main worry of the Bareugh i= the lack of water which became evident
during the year when emergency supplies had to be used, 4 new soures of
supply is being cbtained from the Busks Water Boerd and it is hoped this will
angment the normal supply suff'ieiently for the Town's needs, If Brockley is
to expand and industry introduced it is obwious that a good supply of water
must be ensured otherwise no industry will be atitracted to the Dorough which
it requires if it is to survive as 2 gelf contained unit.

Again I must thank Mr, Morgan your Ssnitory Inspector and his Staff
for all the help given me and alszce the Water Engineer during the voter
crisis,

Your gbedient Servant,

Arthur Tuees, L.R.C.F.,L.R.C.S.,D.F.H,
Botober 1954 Medical Officer of H ealth,

Public Heolth Caommittee, December 1953

The Worshipful The Mayor, Alderman Miss E.M:Traneker, Chairman,
Alderman C. Pether, Alderman H.E,Ford, Councillers L S.Coles,
(Vice-Chairman) E, t}'lavbgmw G, Hth G.AH Low,

Public Health Officers,

Medical Officer of Health: Arthur Iucas, L.R.C.P.,L.R.C.S5., D.F.H.
Also holds appointments of

Nedical Officer of Health, Brackley Rural Distriet Council,
Medical Officer of Heplth, Toweecster Pural Distriet Couneil,
Medical Officer of Health, Northampton Rural Distriect Council,
Assistant Medixal Officer of Health, Northamptonshire County
Council, end Assistant County School Medieal Officer,

Sanitary Inspector: C, Morgan, C.R.S.I., who also holds the
appointment of Borough Surveyor,

Sumnary of Vital Btatisties, 1953.

Ares of Borongh, (BOFea)... [ii  Gih ses  wes ddw wes  1EBS
Population (estimated mid=1953... ... ...  wes  aee ... 2935
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1953) ...  +u:  sse  ess 97
Eateable Value of Borough... ... ... see wee ees  oee 814,671
Sum represented by o Penny Rato.. ... see  esr  sse ees £53

Extroct from Vital Statistics for the Yeaxr.

Liwve Births: Moles [Females Total Eng, &
hgiﬂmlte LA L LI 2} 2 h‘g wa'l_gea
Mlegitimate e = 1 1

Birth-rate per 1,000 of the estimated population: 17.0 15.5
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Still=-births: No still=births were recorded during the year under review,
The still-births per 1,000 (live and still-births) for the admin-
istrative County of Nerthamplonshire was 21,18 ... poiove Tatal - S

mat‘m {ﬂll ¢$U$'E$).-. e LI R 4 & @ & # & 1!" 16 }:I

Death-rate per 1,000 of the estimnted population: 10.2 Eng.& Wnlea: 11.5
Deaths from Pusrperal causes:-

Fuerperal sepsis... e S E
Cther FPuerperal causes, ., P /T 1

Infant Mortality:

Deaths of infants under one year... ... i sre mil
Doaths. Trom Cancer (all ages) ... ... e sl

Deathas frem Meagles .., " PP o h 11 |
Deaths from Vhooping C—nugh... che RN e L

peaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age),.. s ol
Deaths from Pregnancy, child-birth or abortion PR 1

Area: There has been no change in the area of the adminiztrative Borough
which remains at 1 ,685 acres,

Population: Ths resident mid-year pepulation of the Borough as estimated

by the Registrar-Gereral was 2,935, and the Vital Statistics are based on

this figure, The estimated population is higher by 66 than that for the

year 1952, The natural increase in population, that is, the increase of births
over denths was 20,

Deaths: The total number of ‘deaths n®pigned to the Borough by the Registrar-
Ganeral af'ter adjusting for inward and outward transferable deaths iz 30,

The dsath-ra‘te bazed on the mid-year estimated population is 10,2 as compared
with 11.51 for thﬂ administrative County and 11,40 per 1,000 of the population
for England and Wales,

A table giving a list of the couses of death in the Borough classificd
under the various causes is given on poge 3.

Births: The number of births which occurred in the Borough during the ycar
was 50, This gives a birth-rote of 17.0, as compared with 16,16 for the
administrativeCounty and 15,50 per 1 DEG of the population for England and
Wales,

Infant Mortelity: It is gratifying to record thnt no infant under one year
died during the year under revicw, The infant mortelity rate for the County
wos 24.70 and that for England and Woles 26,80 per 1,000 live births,

Maternal Mortality : It iz also gratifying to rdcord that no death ocourred
from causcs associated with child-birth.

The following table giwves the birth-rate, desth-rate and infant mertality
rate for the Borough, the administrative County of Norfthampitonshire and England
and Wales for the post five years:-

Birth-rate Daath-rate [nfant Mortality-rote
1 I i
[=} o
8 o § o 8
b s
Year ﬁ 5 E-h, = Py g' 9 uh.g ﬁ‘ o
7 = £ o ﬁ g" L o e m E‘ 8 ¢ 5 [}
oo 1Ed wa| &8 4 = Bl .
& 2 = oo & B 'H &= 24
;q.% =@ ™ = o = n B = EIE g'ﬁ @“E
1945 13.L7 | 16.19 | 16.7 |13.85 12,07 [11.7 28,5 | 33.78 | 32.00

1550 20,34 | 15.711 | 15.8 |14.2 12,04 |11.60 | 37.7]| 29.53 | 29.8
1951 17.6 15.57 | 15.50 | 13.0 12,45 | 12.5 nil | 25.26 | 29.60
1952 15.6 15.50 | 15.3 104 1,04 | 11.3 22,2| 24,96 | 27.6
1953 17.0 15,16 | 15.50 | 10,2 11.51 | 11,40 | nil| 24,70 | 26.80







Repistored Couses of Denth

Coustea Mode | Female ! Total

1 Tuberculosis, respiratory. .. ...  ess  sew - 1 1

i
2 Tuberoulosis, other Forma...  ..: o ces e - = i =
% Syphilitic éisease ... ... e ‘e = = ] =
D i e O R T S S - -

5 MhcopdngGoupi a0 iaa i i e e = = l =

6 Meningococoal infecticns ... ool - - { =
T Acute Pollomy=Zitis, ., = = =
A oy L B s ol et e - = ' =

9 Other infective & parasitic diseases ... ... - ] = k- =

10 Molignant necplasm, stomach T von 2 | Rt E
11 Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ... ... = ! el =
12 Modignont neoplasm, breast isa ' sew = = .

15 Malipnant naopinae, utoris A, ‘e £us = =
14 Other molipiont & lymphatis neoplooms. . . ol 1 1

15 Ieukoemia, aleukaemia ., i S S - -~ e
16 Dicbetes ... ... L e = = =
17 Vosoular legiong of nervous aystem ... ... 1
18 Coronary dizense, angina,,. i A W 1
19 Bypertenzion with henrt disease | 5l i - - =

20 Qther hoart dizeasne s S A i ) 1
21 Other eirculstory disesse sas omwn = 3 e
122 DnBlOSnEs:  Soic v aee e - 2 2
’
’

[ L I v 3
LR |

23 Enemen o SRS e e 1 =
2k Bronchd®im sae. esn  awe  wae TR [ | -
25 Other disense of respiratory system ... = = e
26 Uleer of atorsch and dusdenum ., e LR - - -
27 Gastritis, enteritis and diarrboen ... ... = - =

| 28 Nephritis and nephrosis, .. s S - - -
iE? Hyperplaein of prostate, ., e e e - - -
30 Fregnancy, childbirth, abortion,. e = = =
31 Conpgenital malformations, | i s . - = =
52 Other defined ond ill=defined diseages,. ... 3 il 2 b
33 Motor wehicle aocidents P Baim | ik =
34 All other accidentis =

36 Homicide ond aperations «F smr,., i F =

.a]l (= b e ba o e . E R L] (RS R - 1'j+ 16

i
;
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SECTTON B GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICE,

Loboratory Facilities: The examinaiion of pathologizal specimens an? samples of
yater is carriec out ot the Euergency Fublic Health Ioboratory at Oxford free of
charge. Medical Proctitioners in the creo submit specimens direct to the Lab-
oratory and copies of the reports of examinotion ore received ot the Public Health
Deportment,

Ambnilanes Pacilities: Infectious disesse soses requiring hospitol trectment are
removed to thée Isclation Hospitel Horthampton,

The St, Joln Ambulance Erigade Service was maintained during the year under
contract with the Hospital Monagement Avthority ond was avallable for the r&qm'-rt.l
to Hospital of surgicol and non-infectious cases, The service, which is available
by day and night is free and is o great asset to the Borough,

Trentment Centres and Clinics: The Infant Welfore (linic coniinusd to n'g'-*::::.te
during the year under review and scssions were held cvir second Thursdoy in every
month. Orthopnedic Clinics organised by the Manfleld Orthopasdic Eosplicl contine-
ued their valuable work during the yeur, Ante-natal Clinies were held on the first
Wednesday of every month.

Nursing in the Home: The County Council operate a camplete murging serviecs within
the area and "ncme Helps" oarc also on call in comnection with infirm or chronie
caaes treated at home.

SECTION G SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT

Woter Supoly: The-supply of water to the Borough is from two deep wells with

15 dinch bore-holeés at the bottom of each, Two submersible electrie pumps znd an
oil engine comprise the plant used to raise the woter to too storage tanks of
180,000 and 10,000 gnllons ecapacity respeotively, Onc of the wells wos not used
during the jyenr as continued pumping reduced the level of the water below the
suction of the oil engine pump. The waier, which iz not filtered, is chlorinated
and samples submitted regularly to the Emergency Public Health Laboratory during
the year showed that it was of high bacterielogical standard

With the exception of two outloeying farms in the area all premises are
connected to the Council's mains,

In September of the yenr under review the water was cut off due to a failure
in the supply, and following is a report of the events leading to the failure;

In the Spring of the year under review the head level of water in the bore-
hole was 6" lowver than in the Spring of the mevious year, A¢ this time the
Council's Consultants were instructed to subnit a schems for an alternats supply.
During July the attention of houscholders wms called to the necessity of conserving
as much water os possible,

The pumping level at 9 a.m. each morning during Aupust wos 20 to 25 feet
aceording to the mumber of hours pumped, and on 18th dugust at 8.30 p.m, when
punping finished the pumping level was 16'6", This was reported to a Commitiee of
the Council on 24th August,

The rest level of the water dropped slowly from 29'6" at the beginning of
August to 29' at the end of August, pumping sppreximately 7,000 gollons per hour
for a fifteen hour period, lifting approximately 108 000 galions por day. On Lth
September the rest level of the water was still 29,

On Sth Scplember the pmping level was 20° at 9 o.m, and the water suddenly
assumed o greyish tuwbidity; contimued puping did not lmprove the condition of
the water, Pumping level at 9 a.m, on &th Septamher was nil feet head, The pump
was cut out and after resting the bore-holszs ths head level returned to 29',

Pumping was re-commencsed and by eperating velwves, resirleted the rate of delivery of
the pup to 2,000 gallons per hour, praduslly inovsasing o approximately 5,000
gnllons,

On Fth Septamber the wmiex began o eloar slightly and it was decided to atop
punping and allew the water In the berehnle ta zztiie sid to find out what recovery
of rest level would be, The wmier waz thercforo cut off from 9,30 p.m, on Monday
7th September to 5 a.m, Wednesdoy, 9th Seplembor, whoen the reat level recorded was
29'6" Fuuping wos resuwmed at a rate of delivery to the supply tanks of three to
four thousand gallons per hour Punping level was 28'%" apd the water was elear,

At 8,40 p.m, on Wedncsday, 9th September pumping level was 23' and it was attempted
to inereasc the ratc of delivery., Immediately the water began to 'cloud' so delivery
was resizicted to the origincl rate of three to four thousand gallons per hour.
Purther zttempts were made to increase delivery but the woter become turbid, After
2L hours pumping the rest level of the woter wos 28' and was clear,

On 6th September the Army Authority woa contacted who were able to help with
mobile water tanks and olao the Pircbrigade, Witer, obtained from the Bucks Water
Board 3" main about a mile away, was delivered in sacll quontities to all houscholders.

N & ! y ok .






Cn Tth September fonks of worying sonoa i:.’wq., Zoaned oy nedghbouring
Authorities were set wp throughoub the Reesugh and £illed with Woter
Foom the Bucks Vnter Board sindn, T o000 gailosn mallle tonics &I"‘L’"I"-’L{a from
the Army Authority ond were opliuting on 8th Beptember. The U.8.A.F. slso
Kindiy losned four mobile tanke froe thelr palfpghbowring hase, On ai1 ststic
water torks threughout the Eorough nondess were digpacyed to bolil nll woter
for drinking purposes.

A sample of our well water smibtmitted for analysis showed no difference
in 1ts cheminal composition to previous semples, Many zamples were also
autmitied for bactericlogicel exomination and these were satisfactory.

After cupronimately ton dove emorgennsy AuDDiiss wors E‘.:r goontinued and
by rastrioting the rate of delivery by the T, and br the puboliz o
belred in restiicting and conservils a8 Slch woier os I#J..»Ha-ulﬁ. the wmount of

sater pusmped, which remained clear, wos sufficiont,

Before the watsr wos turnsd on in the pring, =20) bel) typz hyirants
were washed with a strong sciviicn of ohlcroa,

Hafore the end of e Jeor aogotiationg were proosodion: witi vhe Zucks
Rater Board fov an eoerpensy suoply of wodsr foom thesr moine, by lagding
and comnecting o smnlemenlooyr modn oo Oup sFatan, Ta9 saopdl, LOWEVED Was
not in opuratica 'L:, ihe ond of Lhe G el
Somage Disposnl; The sowpgs di=posal works coirprising two filter beds, two
pedinentation tanks, humas cnd slucge lageona and electrical plant for Lifting
the level of ome orifall pewer ocniil ] "c:-t satizfactorily during
tha =ean.  The scwesapge of the Bepsugh Qi 42" and 45" Fi;.-{‘x_ With
the excoption of sixtesn housss in outlay 'u.'*t. digtriat 21l rremises
are connzcted to the siatem,

Py A LT

Rivers and Strooms: No ecinplaints were racelived regarding the polluticn of the
River Guss into which the effluent from the =ewage dlapossl works Alscharges

Comping Sites: There are no conping sites in the Serough,

Smoke Abctcment: No acticn was found to be necessary in connection with
smoke chbotement,

Swimming Bath: The publie swimming pool owned by the Councdl waos in use
during the year and was filled with water frem the Council's mains, ds I

heve ghated in previous reports T nioll he plod te see the instollation of

a filtration ond chlorinaticn plant ot thic poold. The baclériclogical standard
of water in a swimming pool showid be comparsble to drinking woter and this
eamnot be maintained without the uvse of nroper piant,

Ercdication of Bed Bugs Ne infestotion by bed bugs wos found during the year
under review,

Dublie flaanaing: House refiuce wos collected weekly uszing direet labour and
& Bontom forrier refuse collecting wehicle fitted with aliding covers, One
part of the Borough 1s covered on Thursdays and the other on Fridays,

FPrevention af Domage by Peats L det, 1960: T cornection with the provisions

of thls Ack, one of the Cowncil's workm=n and itne Sanitary T"Hm-c‘-t:‘-“' GOTEY
out the duties, bond good results were obtaired hy the ues of sausage rusk and
gine phosphide,

RUEY OF SANITLIY INEPROTIONS,

Ruember of viaits and inapectiona:—

Visits to Government Slaughter-house. . s Ca B
Inspootions of butshers® shcps : e 17
Inspections of meat howkers' wans saf o ks L
Inspections of baltehouscs i S &
Feioer of dreinoges teszted L 35
Viziis to Pastories =nd Workolaces - b 2

Housing Inspections L AR e Eek 65
Vizits to fried fizh slops ab e . 1%
Muwnber of wigita to cther food .!:1"‘15 e
Inzpections in connection with rodo nt contz l::rl o 39
Mumber of minor infestations trezted, | i e 22






1. Inspection of dwelling Pousce ur
(1) ({a) Total numbter cf dwel Minghoiies 2
for housing dmtu..{.a pander Bualiic Health
!}nlﬂ.ﬁﬂluﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬂt&)”, R ] CRCHE ] LR R aow 5‘5

(b) Mumber of inspections made for ths purpose.. e Ok

(2) (=) Musber of dwelling~houses included under sub-
head (1) above, which were inspected and recorded

under tha Housing Consclidoted Reguwlaticns 192E, .. -
(3) Nusber of dwelling-houses Found o he In o elots

=0 dengerous or injurdous to heal®h as %o oe

vnfit for hwan nabidatden ... ... a0 e -
(&) Nunter of dwelling-houses (exelusive of thoas

reforred to under ths preceding sub-hoad) found

not to be in all respects weazonaobly f£16 for

himen habitation PRy (L=
2. Remedy of defects dusing the wooe withoul sorvics of foroal

e
o LIngs =

mmper of dwelling-housas rerndsrzad Ti% i
spnsagquenss of informal sction oy tha Joeal
authority or their effieers ... i 18
3 Proceedings undeir Fublie Health fetes ;-
{1} inumiber of dwelling-houses ‘o respsct of which
notices were ssrved rt.q._.iviq;; T -.-;.,ts 5 3
remecied., .. Cre - - o - =

(2) Number of dwalling-huuacs in which defects were
renedied after service of formcl moticcs:

&) By ovmers. .. o =
b} By local nuthﬂrlt}r in default of OWnErs -

Ho zerious cazes of overcrowding werc found durimg the year under review,

During the yeor 4 one-bedroomsd bungolows, 12 two-bedroocmed houses and
14 three-bedroomed houses, & total of 0 dwellings were erceted and completed
by the Council, bringing the total nuiber completsd since the War to 148,
Five houses erected by privets ernterpries were compls ted duwripg the year,

INSPECTICN AND SUEERVISION 2 BCOD,

e me el e

Millk Soppdy: The nueber of milk reteilers in the Borough ds 2, 471 pdlk
retaiisd i= produced outzide the aresn,

Food & Ioucs Aat, 1938: Premisce used fer the monnfacivre oo prepoaration

of preserved foode were regularly inspected and found to te kept in a cleanly
conditici,

Mest and Cibher Foods: The Gowmrment Slaushier-houss oontinued to funetion
during ike yoar, The munbers of animals alaughtered were as follows:=-

Cattle. ., ith BET

Calves.. , Tl e Sl
Seons & Jowha o 120,
TR O i

Upon inspection meat and offsl welghing 6 tore 12 cwhs 2 gre 15 lbs
were founrd to be diseased, vwnfit Tor consasption ard were veluntarily surrendered,
IExzrmed mect and offal wcre eollected Ty » reputable merchant for fucther
utilisasion,
Thie Tollowing vneound foodumn'ls were niso -:':~J.*.'11'tf~_1'il",.r surrendered during
the yeor:-

Pork & vegestables, . cun:  AB-tinm Fressed Beef,., ... 2L lbs

Cheses Smew e o BT Corned Beef .. s 5 tins
Luncheon .uiE"‘lt .Y |y 15 tins Filchards deh - 2 tins
Ceoked hom ... ... .., 23516 Fruit Al S | T






Food Shops: Food shops were reguizrly insnscted during the year and were
foind to 'be kept in alelzaple =mavney,  Retoilers continue to disploey notices

requesting the public 2o refrain Jwom Saiciiy degs dnen Lngde shops,
FREVARRNLG OF ANl 305 oy, TNT2 0RO DTSRASES,

The following cases of infectlous disease wewrs reported during ihe year:-
Soarlet Fever., ..

s @ CRCR I

Preuncnic s A L i
Heasies P i S 5
Woooping cough oy o 2

There was one death from Fnéumondie during tle Foor

The following figures show the muwbers of enildrsn woaceoinated, immunised
for diphtheris and vaccinated for whooping cough during the yoorg-

VYoceination
- - T aver  Toks

l}_ﬁ;r 1 [ 2 =L e 15 ex Total
Frimary B0 = 3 = 4 37
Re=-vaceination - - 1 2 11 L

Diphtheria Tmmunisation
Under 1 Pt it il e (1 5-9  10-14 yrs, Totzl Booster,
Oumunised 25 10 1w i - 1 - L5 g
Wheoping Cough Vacsination
Under 1. 1=4 he-ily yeprs Total
Whooping cough 3 - 3
% Combined Tiphtheria
& Whooping cough 14 24 1 4
x The corbined ainhtherinAhwoping covsk Tizusss sve included in the

figures for diphtheria Dieminisatiss

TUBERCULOSTS There were no new eages of Tubercilesicz soperted Juring the year,
Thers was one death from pulmonory tubéroulosis during the Foar;

The numbér of cases remaining on the Register at the end of the year was
as follows:-

Males Femnles Total
PolmOIT Y ae: e | i s 3 T 10
Non-Pulmonary .. S re o 3 1 b
6 8 14







