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Department. This encouraging state of affairs has been
gradually taking form for some years and was em-
phasised when a conference was organised in the latter
part of the year to consider the Health and Hospital
Services of the County Borough. The need for such
a conference was demonstrated when conversations
took place between representatives of the Council and
of the Royal Victoria and West Hants Hospital
in connection with certain services rendered by the
latter institution. Representatives of many organisa-
tions were invited to be present and important dis-
cussions are still taking place.

In the meantime, the Public Health work of the
Council is steadily going on in spite of the increasing
duties imposed on medical officers of health. The
results can be reviewed with a certain amount of
gratification though undue importance should not be
attached to statistics.

The birth-rate (11.16) is very slightly lower than
in 1936 and the death rate (10.92) shows a small rise.

The infantile mortality equivalent to 45 deaths
per 1,000 live births is still satisfactory and the
maternal mortality rate of 2.85 is also exceptionally
favourable. In this connection it is appropriate to refer
to the establishment of a Municipal Midwifery scheme
as required by the Midwives Act, 1936. Six midwives
have been allocated to the County Borough which for
this purpose has been divided into three areas so that
there are two midwives to each.

As regards Tuberculosis, there have been fewer
notifications but more deaths from the disease. For
the severe and chronic cases that have required treat-
ment, Linford Sanatorium has proved to be a great
acquisition. Further extensions of the Health Services
are being contemplated or are imminent. Among these
is to be included the establishment in the North
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the shop assistants. Arising out of this matter, 33
written notices were served on the shop-keepers con-
cerned and in the remaining 201 cases, verbal warnings,
given by the Inspectors at the time of their visits, had
the desired effect. In addition to the above, there were
six instances of insufficient ventilation which were
rectified. '

A total of 103 special inspections were made for
the purpose of enforcing the provisions as to evening
closing, half-day closing and the sale of non-exempted
goods on the early closing day. The employment of
young persons also received special attention. On the
Ist May, 1937, the Shops (Sunday Trading Restriction)
Act, 1936, came into force. Prior to this, a survey of
the various shops in the Borough revealed the fact that
there were 567 shops kept open on Sundays, but it is
anticipated that this number will be reduced after
February, 1938, when the sale on Sundays of bread,
flour, confectionery, fish and groceries will be pro-
hibited (except in certain cases) unless a partial
exemption order is made.

Frequent inspections of shops are made on Sundays
by the Inspectors.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

The very few industrial premises in Bournemouth
(principally laundries, bakehouses and two outlying
brickworks) cause comparatively little pollution of the
atmosphere by coal smoke.

Complaints were received, however, alleging smoke
nuisances from four premises, the chimneys of three of
them being suspected of discharging excessive quan-
tities of grit also. Subsequent observations confirmed
the complaints in two cases and suggestions made as
to the proper method of stoking, the regulation of the
air supply and forced draught to the furnaces effected
an abatement of the nuisance.


































































































































































































































































