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3 B T
COUNTY BOROUGH OF BOURNEMOUTH.:™ f

ANNUAL REPORT '*~'~f;

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health

for the year 1929.

Health Department,
Town Hall,

Bournemouth.
April, 1930.

TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND
COUNCILLORS OF THE COUNTY BOROUGH OF
BOURNEMOUTH.

In my dual capacity of Medical Officer of Health -
and School Medical Officer I beg to present my Annual
Report for the vear 1929.« It will be noted that for
the first time the two reports are bound together
and issued simultaneously. The explanation of this
procedure, if anyv be needed, is that the various Health
Services are becoming so closely interwoven that there
seems to be no object in attempting to dissociate
them, even on paper. It seems desirable to prevent
overlapping and to obtain co-ordination whenever this
may be practicable as this 1s in the interests of efh-
clency as well as economy. - With this intention
attempts have been made durmg the year to carry
still further the plans for re-organisation which were
initiated in 1928, but it must be admitted that progress
has been slow. An effort has been made to produce
from July Ist an extended and consolidated Public
Health Service for the Borough, but obstacles have
been encountered, so that only partial results have
been obtained,
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At Midsummer Mr. W. . Cooper, who had been
an official of the Cn::-rporat:u::-n for 42 years and in his
capacity of Chief Sanitary Inspector, was responsible
for the Sanitary Department, tendered his resigna-
tion. ‘The Council while recognising the valuable
services rendered by Mr. Cooper and his staff, decided
that the Sanitary Department should in accordance
with the wishes of the Ministry of Health be absorbed
by the Health Department under the administration
of the Medical Officer of Health. This was effected,
Mr. A. J. Phillips being appointed Senior Sanitary
Inspector to carry out most of the duties that had
been performed by Mr. Cooper. At the same time
that this arrangement was made another Medical
Officer was added to the staff in the person of Dr.
Grace H. Wood, whose work will be mainly in con-
nection with Maternity and Child Welfare. As a
result of this appointment it has become possible for
Dr. Stirling, the Senior Assistant Medical Officer of
Health, together with Dr. Wood, to take over the
six Welfare Clinies conducted by general practi-
tioners and to commence w-:-rk at another opened in
September.

Dr. Wood is also responsible for the inspection
of Midwives and Nursing Homes and is performing
certain duties in connection with the School Medical
Service. It has not been found possible to proceed
beyond this point. The Council has decided to acquire
a centrally situated house and to adapt it for the
purpose of Special Clinics, but negotiations as to the
purchase of the property have not vet been com-
pleted. The scheme includes the provision of Ante-
natal and Post-natal Clinics, Dental treatment for
expectant and nursing mothers, children under 5 and
school children, together with an Ophthalmic Clinic
for the last named. Mr. Samson, the present School
Dental Surgeon, will be responsible for all the dental
treatment, and Dr. Wood will take the other Clinics.
The effect of this will be that certain Clinics for school
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children will be removed from Boscombe Hospital
and conducted on Municipal premises by officers
appointed directly by the Council. Considering the
services as a whole there will be a reduction of ex-
penditure in some directions which will justify an
extension of work in others; there should be no
loss of efficiency.

Although re-organisation has occupied much time
a vast amount of work has been done in other ways.
The control of infection, always a difficult matter in a
town with many visitors, became especially so in
1929. Scarlet Fever has been prevalent and cases of
Small-pox have occurred.

In respect of Maternity and Child Welfare, pro-
gress can be recorded. The attendances at the Clinics
are increasing and another Centre has been opened.
The appointment of Dr. Wood as Inspector of Mid-
wives and Nursing Homes should prove to be of
practical importance. Other progressive measures
have been alluded to and it is hoped that they will
materialise shortly.

The work of the School Medical Service ‘has not
altered greatly in character, but in quantity there has
been an appreciable increase.

Among other Public Health matters that have
been considered by the Council is the disposal of
sewage and the collection of house refuse, with the
result that much improved methods have been adopted.

In this short summary ah attempt has been
made to review briefly the important events of the
year so far as they affect the Public Health Depart-
ment. There are many other matters dealt with in
the body of the report which will however give but a
slight indication of the amount of work done.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,

H. GORDON SMITH.
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Causes of Death at Different Periods of Life in the
County Borough of Bournemouth during the year 1929

Net Deaths at the subjoined ages of ** Residents "' whether
pocurring within or without the District,

nd | 2and | 5and |15 and and| 45 and| & n.ndl 75
Cavses of Death Al lunder Jnadu under usnder -Il:jnder ﬁl?r :ls'u';cr HEI?;E and
o 1]
BgFE I YPar years | years yelasru rnzp?u ya:.ra- :.r:arl years WIPr'd
B =
All Causes 1473| 48 | 10 |11 |14 | 36 | 122 | 376 | 367 | 489
re—— - | l II — —
Enteric Fever wiol 1 o | . 5 s ] |
Small Pox W ey i i o e sl A
M’EE’EI’ES 149 LER] wde (R E; I { [T " e LR R LA !_ ey
Scarlet Fever 3 i £ i 2 : L e R
Whooping Cough 1 L £ N e | e S Y e
Diphtheria ... o] 13 L e 3 's 1 1 1 1
Influenza ... I R W T Vi | e o N L Wt (B
Encephalitis Lethar- ! .

gica T ES el 1 2 3 : 1
Meningococcal i '

Meningitis ... PR [ | o 0 [NEE ) ax
Tuberculosis of !

Respiratory system | 85 1 =l 9| 36| 29 5 5
Other Tuberculous !

Diseases ... sl 10 1 2 1 1) 1
Cancer, Malignant !

Disease ...| 186 - - o 1 12| 65( 58| 50
Rheumatic Fever ... 2 : = 1 1
Diabetes ! weal 24 % o 10 B 8
Cerebral Haemorrhage,

&e. w] 102 iy ¥ 1 2 20| 27| 52
Heart Disease J 329 o s 2 3 11 75| 102 | 136
Arterio-sclerosis il B4 i o 11 17 26
Bronchitis ... P 1 5 17 a5
Pneumonia (all

forms) S .. 80 5 [ 2 1 5 |- 220 21 10
Other Respiratory

Diseases ...  ..| 2i 1] I R
Ulcer of Stomach or I

Duodenum ] 19 B8 8 3 4
Diarrhoea, &c. 9 3 1| 3 1 1
Appendicitis and ' |

Typhlitis ... 14 1 3 7 2 1
Cirrhosis of Liver 2k et 3 gl e
Acute & Chronie !

Nephritis ... 56 1 2] 15| 16| 22
Puerperal Sepsis 3 1 i (R SR (RS
Other accidents and |

Diseases of Preg- !

nancy & Parturition 1 1 il N . .
Congenital Debility & |

Malformation, pre-

mature Birth 32 a1 - 1 i
Suicide 14 b 1 b ) S 4 .
Other Deaths from | I

Violence ... il 81 1 (] 4 12 3 5
Other defined

Diseases ... ] 218 (i i 1 2 [+ 19| 58| 45| 78
Causes ill-defined or
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VITAL STATISTICS DURING 1929
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PREVIOUS YEARS.

AND

S Toul abioBael Hakdupti beconing
Gl AT registercd | o P Uade
i Net prthe |22 |82 | yearof age | At all Ases
tionesti- | § _ oa |Be ]
Year | mated to E_ﬂ E'E _5-3 Rnt:l
:m“‘ E E- E EE E .=.§ N II';;; N R
cach Year | DF Z;E II_!; L] Hft he ate
No.| Rate |No.| Rate 58815 ¢4 Hirths
| O - R S e S B S D e 0 R T s e
1914 85%]1151111 13.42 | 943 11,00 | 149 92| 81| 70.98| sss| 10.42
*85 |
1915 f'?zm?‘m&um*u.n 1167/t16.1 | 155 | 126, 112 |94.1 [-1133 15.74
176939
1916 517{}?151194 1235/t16.05 [1181/416.70 | 189 | 109| 86/69.63 [1101|+15.56
178395
1917) 170357 067! o70l12.49 1175/t16.70 | 251 132] s2lss.72 l10sels15.01
183227
1918 5 9701003(1031);12.38 [1140/:15.34 | 219 | 144| 50 [57.2 |1065]114.33
186073 b
1919} 1 1g0627(1040/1022]'11.87 |1200/14.63 | 207 | 127 89 87.08 [1129],13.66
1930, | 186288 1449/1410/'16.34 |1022/11.89 | 177 | 109| 64 [45.39 | 954|111 10
185019
S { 91770 12301251{:2.93 1133 12.34 | 179 | 130] 94 75.13 1%4{11.31
81200 4 ; 13.34
1922 { 93770 {12.{-4 {12,59 (12.17
1 8150011168l1120]113.85 |1181|114.49 | 174 | 135| e4s6.68 |11421 1401
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|1 822001135 1070] L 13.01 ugzng.gg 207 | 185| 64/59.81 (1120 13,62
97000 11.4 (12, 12,06
1924 { susanezmz{}a.;g 122511;.‘?2 187 | 132] 50/44.96 11?0*13.3;,
98000 1 (12, 12,
[5‘25{ sssmu&su&aﬁ}ﬁg 12221{;.3? 173 | 128] 61/52.76 |1183 1378
100000 : : i ;
1926(4 ‘90700l 163{1110] {1231 1201|1 1332 | 206 | 135| 64l57.65 [1220(! 1354
102500 10,49 (13.05 (1215
19271 "8 sol1164]1076]f 11 61 133311;.;3 231 | 139| 56[52.04 |1246/]13.44
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1929/ { 108000 954 | < ol (14.28 | {IH.E:-‘:
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* Estimated on 1915 population Iﬁgure.
t Estimated on new civil population figures supplied by Registrar-General,
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CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE WHICH
OCCURRED DURING 1928.

| NO. OF CASES NOTIFIED E.—i
g | At Ages—Years _ %::,
) I'T5 162645 =
NOTIFIABLE DISEASE | % | - | & | |l % | = %0

| T um| uR| ue il valmg8 2
| S | 8 |25\ 28|28 Pa|Ta| 82[nl
|5 £ 0| Fm| am| ?E] 2 ¥ ; ’;;' 0
€ | D | Bn T2 P8 Te| Ta| TolxE

| | = i " E R L8]

Diphtheria (including Mem- () o gt R
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Erysipelas ... e | 3T —| B|=1}| 2| 8|18| 6| 4
Scarlet Fever ... . 282 | — | 30177 | 40 | 30 5 |- —]24%
Enteric Fever (including i | ' .

Para-Typhoid) e | Tl=|— -3 1| 2| 1|—] 5
Ophthalmia Neonatorum: ... | 1| T |—|—|—|=—|—|—
Pneumonia ... e 82 | — 91181 7 124 | 14| 10 | —
Chicken Pox ... e 263 | 8 441181 |20 |10 | — | — | —
Encephalitis Lethargica oo | G| —|=—| 1 |=—] 1| 4| —|—
Puerperal Fever S T B I B e 2 T|— | — 8
Puerperal Pyrexia ... e | 12| —]—|—| 2| 10| —|—| 4
Poliomyelitis ... e | 1= Y| —=)—=|=|—|—1 1
Malaria e T e e el 1| — | — | —
Variola... o R T SR pe | Plrded) IR (VR BT
Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis ... | 4 | — | i S Ty Bl el )

800 | 9 '104 426 | 97 101! 44 ! 19 359

BourNEMOUTH DEATHS FROM PRINCIPAI, NOTIFIABLE
INFECTIOUS [MSEASES.

[ — .N - ! L&) -M | =4 E
i e~ p ! =gl a8 | ul s 3 | 83%
] = =] 5 o E E By - R | [=] o=
S o I )T
= | b
| =] | Py | La) ‘:"'&
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1915 0 11 2 0 0 8 16 | 0.22
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1917 0 - R o 2 1 11 0.15
1918 0 ) (R 0 7 1 11 0.14
1919 0 1 0 0 1 2 4 | 0.04
1920 0 6 0 0 2 0 8 | 0.09
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1922 0 ] et 1 3 0 7 |0.07
1923 0 1 (Rl (1] % (1] 5 0.05
1924 0 gl e 2 0 0 5 | 0.05
1925 0 9 0 0 ] 1 10 | 0.11
1926 0 1 1 1 0 0 3 |o0.03
1927 0 4 0 0 1 0 5 | 008
1928 0 3 1 1 3 1 9 | 0.09
1929 0 13 3 1 3 0 20 ! 0.18




12

Scarlet Fever. 'The incidence of this disease was
high, there were 282 notifications or nearly twice as
many as in 1928. Although for many vears in other
parts of the country Scarlet Fever has tended to be a
mild complaint, this is not so in Bournemouth. Most
of the patients admitted to hospital have had the
classical signs of brilliant rash, congested throat and
fever of some days duration. Slight cases have been
notified and doubtless many others have been missed
for investigations have repeatedly brought to light
histories of suspicious illness. It is unfortunate that
the public does not realise that Scarlet Fever may
cause but slight indisposition, the rash being faint,
fleeting or sometimes absent while the throat may be
only a little inflamed. Too often mild symptoms are
described as a chillor a rash attributed to food poison-
ing and no doctor is called in. In certain of the schools
the disease was difficult to eradicate and there is no
doubt that children who had had a slight attack
returned to school in an infectious state after a brief
absence. Scarlet Fever in 1929 has proved to have a
high degree of infectivity and some patients have
remained infectious for long periods. Owing to the
marked symptons in the initial stage, complications,
such as joint pains, sore nostrils, enlarged glands and
ear-discharge have been relatively common. In order
to reduce these as much as possible and to prevent
return cases it seemed advisable to place the Scarlet
Fever patients in hospital in the most modern and
best ventilated wards, so that any suggestion of over-
crowding should be avoided. This arrangement was
made possible by the comparatively low incidence of
Diphtheria, though at first it was difficult on account
of several surgical cases admitted from a local in-
stitution who needed prolonged treatment. These
patients accounted to some extent for the unusual
proportion of adults who were notified.

Another interesting feature has been the slow
peeling exhibited by some individuals. This has been
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at times somewhat embarrassing as in deference to
popular f:-pmlﬂn patients have been detained in hos-
pital until peeling has ceased, or been but little evident,
consequently the beds have not always been used to
the best advantage. The average period of detention
in hospital has been 44 days though there is ample
evidence that many patients can be safely dis-
charged within 28 days from the onset of illness.
The importance attached to disinfection so called is
certainly a hindrance. Operations such as spraying
and fumigation, often give a false sense of security
and tend to minimise the value of more important
measures of control, such as the keeping of contacts
under observation and the detection of mild and
missed cases.

In the treatment of patients in hospital no special
methods have been adopted. It has not been found
practicable to administer anti-streptococcal serum as
a routine measure,

Small-Pox. Every precaution is taken to prevent
an epidemic of this disease which still inspires the
average individual with dread. It is customary to
visit every notified case of Chicken-pox, which is so
often confused with Small-pox, and to keep known
contacts under observation. Several of the latter
were brought to my notice through official channels,
but not one of these developed the disease. In Septem-
ber however I was asked by a medical practitioner to
visit a boarding house in a select neighbourhood and
to give an opinion about two boys who had recently
arrived as visitors. One of these had a suspicious rash
which developed in 12 hours into a typical Small-pox
eruption. At this time his brother also produced a few
spots. Both patients were immediately removed to
hospital where they had a mild illness. With the
prompt assistance of the medical attendant contacts
were dealt with and advised as to vaccination and
other necessary precautions. The relatives of the
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patients were allowed to return to VYorkshire where
the infection obviously originated. Another member
of the family sickened soon after reaching home, but
no further case was discovered in Bournemouth.
These two patients were the cause of appreciable
financial loss to the boarding house proprietors and
demonstrate clearly what would ensue if Small-pox
appeared in the town in epidemic form.

Diphtheria. Ninety-five cases were notified and
14 deaths occurred associated with Diphtheria. Five
of the latter were adult patients who were being
treated elsewhere for other conditions from which
they actually died.

These primary diseases were :—

(1) Enlargement of prostate (operation).
(2) Parturition and pulmonary embolism.
(3) Mpyocarditis and emphysema,

(4) Myocarditis.

(5) Pneumonia,

Most of the patients admitted to hospital had a
moderate or mild form of the disease, but a few were
seriously 1ll on arrival.

Two children sent in were suffering from Scarlet
Fever and Diphtheria simultaneously.

No patient in hospital had -a tracheotomy per-
formed, but one child died outside and was found post
mortem to have had laryngeal Diphtheria.

Enteric Fever. Seven cases were reported, and
one death occurred. Case I.” ‘lhe patient was an
elderly woman who was apparently infected while
travelling in Belgium. She had a pronounced form
of the disease which proved fatal.
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Case IT. Was a nurse in attendance on the above
before the condition was diagnosed. She recovered
without having had any complications.

Case III. and Case IV. Brother and sister, both
visitors to the town and infected in Cornwall.

Case V. Arrived in Bournemouth ill and was
doubtless infected in her home in Yorkshire where
there were other cases.

Case VI. The source of infection was not adcer-
tained, but the patient had visited several districts
shortly before the onset of his illness,

Case VII. Origin not traced.

Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis. Four cases were noti-
fied and one death occurred.

Acute Polio-Myelitis. Only one notification was
received.

Erysipelas. There were 37 notifications of this
disease.

Chicken-Pox. In Bournemouth this is a notifiable
disease and 263 cases were reported. Most of these
were visited by the Medical Officer of Health, or one
of his assistants. The value of this procedure in normal
times is questionable, though obviously of use when
Small-pox is prevalent. Many cases of Chicken-pox
are not notified, or are reported when the patient is
convalescent and it is quite conceivable that a case of
small-pox might not be notified as either complaint.
On the other hand the doctors when they have any
doubts are extremely helpful in communicating their
suspicions, and I have been called in on several
occasions to settle a doubtful diagnosis.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

During the year 1,147 births were registered in
the County Borough. Of these 180 were transferred
by the Registrar General to other districts.

On the other hand 64 which occurred elsewhere

were considered to belong to Bournemouth. The net
births being 1,031, giving a birth-rate of 10.58.

This low figure is due to some extent to the large
proportion of elderly residents who have come to live
in retirement, and it is noticeable that most of the
births occur in the so-called working class families.

The birth-rate in Bournemouth for the past 10
vears has been as follows (calculated on the Registrar
General’s estimate ol the population) :

1920 1921 1922 1623 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929
16.3 15.4 13.8 13.0 13.1 13.4 12.3 11.6 11.4 1G.5

The infantile mortality figure has been one of the
lowest on record. This gratifying result can be at-
tributed in no small degree to the work of the Welfare
Centres which are steadily increasing in popularity.
It has been found necessary to provide a new centre
in the Stourfield district and another will shortly be
opened in the Moordown area, which it is hoped will
relieve the congestion now taking place at the Winton
Clinic. When the proposed Central Ante-Natal Clinic
has been established there should be a still further
reduction in the infantile mortality.

Midwives Act. During the year 26 midwives
notified their intention to practise in Bournemouth,
25 being trained and one untrained.
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One hundred and thirty  records were
received concerning the sending for medical assist-
ance by midwives. In 43 of these cases the doctors
fees were paid by the Health Authority, the whole of
the fee being recovered in six instances and a part
of the fee in three others.

Provision of Milk. Under the Maternity
and Child Welfare Act, 1918, milk was supplied free
or below cost to 232 mothers and children during
the vear, the average daily number receiving milk
in this way being 96. The expenditure during the
vear amounted to £713, as compared with [f928
during 1928 and £1,153 during 1927. A Government
grant of 50 per cent. is received in relief of this as
of all other Maternity and Child Welfare expenditure.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum. During the year
one mnotification was received in respect of this
~inflammation of the eves. The disposal of the case
and the result is shown in the table below :—

Cases

Vision
Treated Unim- Vision Total Deaths
paired Impaired | Blindness

Notified | At Home | In Hosp.

— — —_—

1‘1|-—1]___

Infant Care Table I.

Births registered (including 64 transferred
to Bournemouth from other districts
and excluding 180 transferred away from

Bournemouth) e S s 1031
Births that occurred actually in Bourne-
mouth 1147

Births notified (98.3 per cent. of births in
Bournemouth) A o gt 1128
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There were also notified 38 still-births, of which
30 were notified by doctors and 8 by midwives

Infant Care Table 2.
Visits by the Council's Health Visitors.

Mothers and Infants—
First visits ... e - LS
Re-visits ie A
Re-visits to children over 1 year of age 3943
Expectant Mothers—

First visits s S
Re-visits ... 110
Other visits 06

8511

Infant Care Table 3.
Work of the Seven Centres, Year 1929,

Mo.of Clinic| Adtendances Mumber uil Consulta- | Attendances at Consultation

Sewsions Ot Health tions by | O
held Moathers| Babies Ch?ld::n ;!;':']E' Doctors | Mathers | Babies Chijd:::n
S . |
b | e
311 l?EI?‘ 8297 10730 | 228 i 309 8]79 | 2528 | 1528

NoTE.—The Stourfield District Clinic was opened on 12th September, 1929,

Infant Care Table 4.

Comparison of Total Attendances.

| ATTENDANCES.,
VEAR, | ToTAL,.

| Mothers. Babies.  Other Children,
1917 3516 1757 2357 7630
1918 3942 1882 2855 8679
1919 4990 2352 3049 10391
1920 7680 4630 3841 16151
1921 9114 5607 4428 19149
1922 8818 4913 4807 18538
1923 9680 | 5020 6226 20926
1924 12210 | 5935 7924 26069
1925 12265 | 6061 7146 25472
1926 13717 BEROD 8335 28732
1927 14892 | 7650 8952 | 31494
1928 15962 8213 RO55 33130
1929 17817 8RO7 10730 37444
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During the year 129 Maternity patients and also
three Ailing Infants were admitted into Municipal
beds in the General Hospital.

INFANT MORTALITY—46.5.

Net deaths from stated causes at various ages
under one year of age.

i z : e o2 o= I
AEIEREL LR IR N iE
ThiE =
Cause of Death. |y E|E | B E'Eﬁ go| 2| § g a-:
) R =
=S I T T . O Pt ) o | o |E e
H ol e | o B2=|ET &2 | &= 165
| B il 5o E o Ll 5 E
Small-pox —l == |=l==|=]=]—=]—
Chicken-pox —_— | —] === | — | — | =] —
Measles —_—- = === =] —|—|—
Scarlet Fever i) — | — | === = | =] ===
Whooping Cough o) — | — | — == =] —]—] 1 1
Diphtheria & Croup — |- === =|—]—
Erysipelas —_— | — == == =] —| =] —
Tuberculons
Meningitis — === —|—1—
Abdominal
Tuberculozsis —_— | — ] =] === =] | =] =
Other Tuberculous
Diseases — | — == —]|— L] — | — 1
Meningitis (nof
Tuberculous) )] = | — | —] === |—=]| —=|=1—
Convulsions i) — | — | — | — === ===
Laryngitis b —_— |- =] === —]|—=]—
Bronchitis o) — | — | — == == —=|=—]—
Pneumonia (all forms) —|—]| 1 |=] 1] 2| — 1 1] 5
Diarrhoea - wr| m— —] — —— ] — | = =— 1 1
Enteritis voe| — | — | — 1 I 1| — | — 2
(Gastritis o] — | — | = | =] — 1| =] =] — 1
Syphilis ot t] — | — === =]|—]—|=1]—=
Rickets = )] — | — | — ] =] === — | ==
Suffocation, overlying —_— - =] === |=]=|=|—
Injury at birth 4l —— ]| —1] 41— |—]|—|—] 4
Atelectasis e | — | — | — | — =] —_— | =] — | =] =
Congenital Malforma-
tions o S 2 1 14 1 1 1119
Premature Birth o 1| —|—] 8] 2| —]|—|—1]10
Atrophy, Debility and
Marasmus ... o] 1| — | — | — 1] — | 1| — =1 2
Other Causes 1] — 1 —| 2] == —|— 2
ToTaLs ... 22 ' '3 i) 3] 31 68| 5 2 4 | 48
Net Births| Legitimate 957 Net Deaths | Legitimate 40
in the year | Illegitimate 74 in the year | Illegitimate 8
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By arrangement with the Ministry of Health
14 samples of Certified Milk were sent to the National
Institute for Research in Dairving, Shinfield, Reading,
for bacteriological examination. These samples are
obtained as soon as possible after production, packed
in ice, and forwarded by passenger train to the labora-
torv at Shinfield, where the examination i1s commenced
the same day. Of the 14 samples submitted for exam-
ination, 12 were found to be above the standard for
Certified Milk ; in one case the bacteriological count
was slightly more than the number allowed with no
b. coli., and in another instance, although the bac-
teriological count was satisfactoryv, b. coli. was found.

Fifty-two samples of ordinary milk were obtained
for examination by the Borough Bacteriologist for the
presence of tubercle bacilli and for general cleanliness.
In no case was the milk found to be infected with
tuberculosis and 43 of the samples were reported as
satisfactorv. The remaining nine samples were re-
ported as unsatisfactory as regards general cleanliness,
and in each case the producer was written to calling
his attention to the unsatisfactory state of his milk
and enclosing a leaflet of the Ministry of Agriculture
on the production of clean milk.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.

There are five in the Borough which are visited
systematically for the purpose of inspecting the meat
and in order to see that the regulations as to cleanli-
ness, etc., are carried out.

764 inspections have been made during the year.

The number of animals slaughtered was :—

Beasts ... = L 437
Sheep ... SIS 1 [
Calves .., e DOGT

Pigs ... .. 3016
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BAKEHOUSES.

There are 84 in the Borough, two being under-
ground bakehouses. One other ceased to be used as
such during the vear.

In 1929 four bakehouses have been added to and
four removed from the Register. All of the premises
have been cleaned and kept in satisfactory condition,
277 visits having been paid by the Inspectors.

MERCHANDISE MAREKS ACT, 1926.

Under this Act Orders in Council have been
made relating to the marking of imported food stuffs
as follows :—

(1) Fresh Apples, (2) Currants, Sultanas and
Raisins, (3) Eggs (Hen and Duck) in shell, (4) Dried
Eggs, (0) Oats and Oat Products, (6) Honey.

During the time these Orders have been in force,
special inspections have been made of the retailers’
premises, and the provisions of the Orders enforced.
It has been found that these new Orders are being
complied with by the numerous tradesmen in the
town in a very satisfactory manner.

THE FERTILISERS AND FEEDING
STUFFS ACT.

No applications for samples to be analysed have
been received during the year, but 24 unofhicial samples
have been submitted for analysis to the Agricultural
Analyst with the following results :—

samples
submitted Genuine Not Genuine
Treeding stuffs 11 11 -

Fertilisers 13 12 1
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HOMEWORK.

During the year 68 lists containing the addresses
of 128 “ Outworkers "’ have been received.

Twenty-four of these were residing outside the
Borough, and the usual particulars were sent to the
Authorities of the Districts in which the work was
done.

Two addresses were received from outside
Authorities.

One hundred and twelve visits were made to Out-
workers’ premises, and in no instance was it found
necessary to serve a notice for the abatement of
nuisance,

SHOPS ACT, 1912.

The total number of shops on the register is
2,869, an increase of 32 on that of last vear, 3,705 visits
have been paid to these.

In 76 instances the exempted trade notices under
the record schedule, and in 40 instances the assistants
weekly half holiday notice, under Section 1, and in
38 instances the young persons notice under Section
2 were not found to be afhxed as required by the Act.

In all instances a verbal warning was sufficient,
the requirements being subsequently complied with.

Sixty-one warning notices re the sale of celluloid
articles were delivered.

Fifty-three special inspections have been made
with regard to the sale of non-exempted goods on the
half-day closing.
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SUMMARY OF SHOPS ON REGISTER.
3lst December, 1928.

=
58 o
= u EABLY CLOSING DAY, 225
nE 20
BUSINESS B 4]
3 - : . 2z
28 Mon_ Tuel'i'u'ed Th Fri [Sat |[Z
Grocery & Provision Dealers... 318 | 12 B 272 |14 | — |12 | —
Greengrocers, Fruiterers & Florists ...1258 | 8| 2 225 | B | — | — | 11
Bootsellers and chn:irers s ...fIGB 4| 4 |141 6 — | 14| —
Tailors and Outfitters.. SN2 = — 84| - = | 27| —
Butchers L1136 | 12 | — 114 | — | — | 10 | —
Drapers Milliners & Dressmﬂ.kem & |]ﬁ? 3| 2134 | —| 3|26 | —
Furniture Dealers W18 | — [ 493 3| — | 18| —
Toys, Newspapers, Tobacco E.: Sweet -

"Dealers ...215| 3| 8|98 5 — | — [101
Bakers oo B4 | — | — |72 | — | — | — | 17
Dairies e 3| — | — || === |11
Motor and C}rl:le Dealers | 98 | — | — |67 | — | — |17 | 15
Fish and Poultry Dealers ... o 69| 3| — 148 | — | — | —| 1B
Jewellers and Watchmakers ... e B — | — |80 | — | — |18 | —
Refreshment Dealers ... R o] Bl | — | — 5| —  — | — |51
Sweets and Confectionery ... | l28 | — | — |46 | — = | e 73
Photographers e 39 2| — | 2B| — —| 9| —
Chemists i aii e Teg | === [ 57 | — | — | 12 | —
Hairdressers ... 98 | — | — |79 | — | — |15 | —
Faney Dealers 5 — | — 44 — | —| 12| —
Saddiers and Trunkmakers ... il BF | = =22 | =|=] 5| —
Booksellers and Stationers ... o699 | — | 4|55 | =] —=—|10|—
Ironmongers ... el 98 | 2| — (48| — | — |12 | —
Coal and Corn Dealers i vee) 40 | — | — | 32 | — | — | 10 | —
Wardrobe Dealers ... w31 | —| 222 2| —]| 1| —
Glass and China Dealers e 30 | — | — |25 | — | — | 5| —
Off License Houses ... i i [ T 4 | 35 | — | — 5| 3
Miscellaneous ... 128 | — | — | T6 | — | — | 49 | —
Number of Shops on Register .--|2757| 51 | 38 Z'DEIJE 38 3 (286 300
Empty Shops in Borough ... ll'.’.'; sl el ol M o e

| .
Total No. of Shops in Borough .0 2869 ‘ ‘

RAG AND FLOCK ACT REGULATIONS:—

No rag-flock is manufactured in the Borough
and the upholsterers are careful to see that the rag-
flock bought by them is guaranteed by the
manufacturers as complying with the regulations.
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RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.

Two rat-catchers are employed regularly. They
work with dogs and ferrets when possible, and also
use poison baits. An organised campaign was arranged
during the year with the following results :—

No. of rats caught D
Applications from householders ... 36
No. of baits applied ... aas Lo ST00)
No. of visits by rat-catcher 40

The number of rats killed by dogs and ferrets
during the vear, including those given above, was
2,3717.

No black rats were caught.

HEALTH EDUCATION.

Throughout the year attempts have been made to
interest the public in the causation and prevention of
disease. At the Welfare Clinics talks to the mothers
are systematically given and certain organisations
have asked the Medical Staff of the Public Health
Department to give addresses. Several thousand copies
of the journal, “ Better Health,” are distributed
throughout the Borough to houses, clinics, etc., every
month at the cost of the Corporation.

Farly in the vear it was decided to hold a limited
Health Week and April was the month selected. By
co-operation with the British Social Hygiene Council
a series of lectures and films was arranged for the
benefit of adults and children. The attendance of
the former was fair, but films were shown on a Satur-
day morning to a large number of school children,
who were keenly interested.
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FOOD AND DRUGS ADULTERATION ACT, 1928.

Five hundred samples of foods and drugs were
purchased and submitted to the analyst, of these 490
were formal and 100 informal samples.

The results are given in the report of the Public
Analyst which is appended.

The Inspectors also applied the Gerber test to
23 samples which were taken from consignments of
milk in course of delivery to dairymen. Two of these
samples were of doubtful quality.

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

Three summonses were taken out relating to
formal samples purchased during the vear and con-
victions followed in each case. The proceedings were
instituted in respect of samples reported against by
the Public Analyst : —

No. of Nature & extent | Result of
sample. | Article. of adulteration. | Legal Fine, Costs,
proceedings,

184 | Butter. | Adulterated with Conviction. | £5-0-0 | £1-1-0
water to the extent Analyst's
of 7.15 per cent. fee.

244 | Milk. Excess of water equal | Conviction. | £5-0-0 | £1-1-0
to 3.5 per cent. and Analyst's
deficient in milk fat fee,
to the extent of 11.8
per cent.

364 | Milk. Contained 22.4 per | Conviction. | £2-0-0 | £1-1-0
cent. of added water. Analyst’'s
fee,

o
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COUNTY BOROUGH OF BOURNEMOUTH.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Public Analyst

For the Year ending 31st December, 1929.

TO THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL,
BOURNEMOUTH.

Mr. Mayvor, iadies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour of submitting for your con-
sideration my Report on the Samples of Food and
Drugs sent to me for analysis during the year 1929.

The total number of Samples was 500, of which
400 were official Samples, taken under the provisions
of the Acts, and 100 were unofficial Samples bought
informally by your Inspectors or their agents.

The number of adulterated Samples was 17, or
3.4 per cent., this being a distinct decrease upon last
year, when the proportion was 4.2 per cent. The
average proportion of adulterated Samples during the
previous five years was 5.78 per cent.

The poor or doubtful Samples numbered 34, or
6.8 per cent. ILast year there were 11.4 per cent., and
the average for the last five years was 9.45 per cent.
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CREAM.

Comparatively few samples of Cream have been
examined during the year, viz., two of Cream, one of
Clotted Cream and five of “ Tinned Cream.” I have
in previous reports drawn attention to the very low
proportion of Milk-Fat present in Tinned or so called
Sterilized Cream, and must again refer to the fact that
whereas Cream should contain about 50 per cent. of fat
(the average of fresh Cream sold in the Borough is
above 50 per cent.) these five samples contained from
20.25 to 26.50 per cent., or an average of only 24.58
per cent.; in my opinion the sale of such articles
constitutes a very gross fraud upon the public; if
“ Sterilized Cream ” of good average fat content
cannot be prepared in a state fit for distribution, the
fact that it is only of half the value of fresh Cream
should be notified to the purchaser.

PEARI, BARLEY.

Of 11 samples one was found to have been “faced’”
with Talc, the actual percentage of which was 0.3.
This is a quite needless addition and as Pearl Barley
is largely used by invalids, it is important that no
addition whatever should be tolerated.

SPONGE CAKES.

Twenty samples were examined during the vear,
none contained preservative, but three had been
coloured by the addition of an artificial colouring
matter ; this colour was not one of those appearing
in the prohibited list, but its presence in an article of
this kind is distinctly undesirable.












County Borough of Bournemouth.

————— e

EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

School Medical Officer.

YEAR 1929,
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Medical Inspection and Treatment of the
Elementary School Children, 1929.

CO-ORDINATION.

2, Arrangements for the co-ordination of the work of the
School Medical Service with that of other Health Services :(—

(a). Infant and Child Welfare.

The Senior Assistant Medical Officer of Health is also
Assistant School Medical Officer and recently Dr. Wood,
Assistant Medical Officer for Maternity and Child Welfare,
has been performing some duties in connection with the School
Medical Service,

Five of the Health Visitors are occupied as School Nurses.

The School Medical Officer is also Medical Officer of
Health and responsible for all the Medical Services which are
included in one department.

(B). Nursery Schools.
There are none in the Borough, but some children under
five are admitted to certain of the Infants’ Schools.

fc) ke ;:arﬂ of debilitated children under school age.

These children are provided with facilities at the Welfare
Clinies, but if they are attending school they are treated in the
same way as other school children.

THE SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE IN RELATION TO
PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

3. School Hygiene.

Most of the schools are fairly modem in type and no
building can be described definitely as unsatisfactory.
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During the year the following matters have received
attention :—

Alma Road Council School—Internal re-decorations.

Boscombe Council School—Remainder of Girls’ and
Infants’ playground tarpaved.

St. Luke's Boys' School—Redecoration of cloak-room.

Malmesbury Park Council School—Entrance to heating
chamber from playground.

All Schools—ILimewashing of conveniences.

4. Medical Inspection.

The groups dealt with at Routine Medical Inspections
have been those approved by the Board. In these returns a
decrease in the number of leavers examined was balanced by
an increase in the number of intermediates and entrants.
The total figures approximate closely to those of the previous
year.

It will be noted that the numbers of re-inspections of
Specials were considerably in excess of those for 1928. It
may be partly accounted for by the marked prevalence of
Impetigo and other septic skin conditions, more especially
throughout the last quarter. To ensure early cure these cases
usually attend for two or three weeks at a Minor Ailments
Clinic during which time they receive appropriate treatment
and are kept under medical supervision. Then again all
necessitous or mal-nourished children who are receiving cod
liver oil and malt at the Clinics are supposed to attend weekly
or fortnightly for weight recording and general observation.
All such attendances are included as re-inspections.

5. Findings of Medical Inspection.

(@). Uncleanliness. ,
The children are inspected at regular intervals and a

high standard of cleanliness is maintained.

(6). Minor Ailments.

As mentioned above skin diseases have been unusually
prevalent.
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(g). Ear Discase and Hearing.

Minor cases are treated at the Minor Ailments Clinics.
Obstinate and serious conditions are referred to a Specialist
at Boscombe Hospital.

(k). Dental Defects.

The Dental Clinics are held at Boscombe Hospital in a
temporary building. It is unsatisfactory to note that only a
small proportion of the children recommended for treatment
actually receive it. It is difficult to explain why this should
be so unless the association of Hospital and Dentist conveys
fearsome impressions to children and parents.

(1). Crippling Defects.

These are uncommon in Bournemouth. When treatment
is indicated thev are referred to the local Hospital or other
institutions,

9. Open Aw Education.

School Camps.

In August 41 boys were sent by the Children Care Com-
mittee to a Holiday Camp at Swanage, kindly placed at their
disposal, free of charge, by the Rotary Club of Bournemouth.
The children were examined before and after and the majority
derived considerable benefit. During the fortnight some
children grew as much as an inch and gained half a stone in

weight.

10.  Provision of Meals.

Cases of mal-nutrition were referred to the Children
Care Committee. During the year 43 children received dinners

in various parts of the Borough, 3,151 meals being pro-
vided.

EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS.

Children wishing to be employved out of school hours are
examined by the Assistant School Medical Officer as to their
physical fitness to undertake the work. Certificates are granted
in every satisfactory case, stating that employment will not be
prejudicial to the child’s health or physical development,
and will not render him unfit to obtain proper benefit from his
education. During the year 254 certificates were issued.
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TABLE III.—RETURN OF ALL EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN IN THE AREA.

Bnrlr GirI.I Toia

(i.) Suitable
for training in
a School or

Class for the
Blind.

Attending Certified Schools or Cia.sses
for the Blind

Attending Public Elementary Schools .

At no School or Institution...

—

Blind (in-
cluding
partially
blind) Attending Certified Schools or Classes
(11.)  Suitable for the Blind i Ll L2 8
for training in
a School orAttending Public Elementary Schools ... — | 1 1
Class for the
partially Blind At other Institutions e = | — | —
At no School or Institution —_—]—|—
Attending Certified Schools or Classes|
(i.) Suitable| for the Deaf A ¥ 85| 4
for training in
a School or|Attending Public Elementary Schools ...| — | — | —
Class for the
totally deaf or/At other Institutions — e
Deaf (in- | deaf and dumb,
cluding At no School or Institution I [
deaf and
dumb and Attending Certified Schools or Classes
partially  [(ii.) Suitable| for the Deaf — | =
deaf). for training in
a School orAt other Institutions —_ | — | —
Class for the
partially deaf. | Attending Public Elementary Schools ...| — | — | —
At no Schoeel or Institution — | = —
Attending Certified Schools for Menta]l}f
Defective Children : 5L—=1 5
*Feeble-minded
(cases not noti- Attending Public Elementary Schools ...| 18 8 | 26
fiable to the
Local Control At other Institutions —_ | = -
Authority).
Mentally At no School or Institution ... el A —
Defective. o
Notified to the Feeble-minded 1 1 2
Local Control
Authority dur-Imbeciles ... N |
ing the vear.
Tdiots e o ot — =

* There is also aSpecial Class of 16 very backward children for observation.
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Group II.—Defective Vision and Squint (excluding Minor Eye Delects treated as

Minor Aflments, Group I.)

Number of Defects dealt with,
Submitted to
refraction by
Private Practi- |
Under the | tioner or at Otherwise. | Total.
Defect or Disease. Authority's | Hospital apart
Scheme, from the
Authnnt}rs &
Scheme, ,
Errors of Refraction (including 1
Squint) 301 2 — 303
Other Defect or Disease of |
the Eyes (excluding those
recorded in Group I.) 29 — - 29
Total 330 2 I} = lase
Total number of Children for whom Spectacles were prescribed :—
(a) Under the Authority's Scheme - 203
{h] Gthm'ist sas FEE Ed (T T
Toial number of Children who obtained or received Spectacles :—
(a) Under the Authnnt'_r,r s Scheme e 203
(b) Otherwise . —_
Group III. Throat.
Number of Defects.
Received operative Treatment. A%
Under the By Private Received Total
Authority's Practitioner other number
Scheme in or Hospital, Total forms of treated.
Clinic or apart from Treatment.
Hospital. the Authority’s
Scheme,
196 1 187 7 204













