[Report 1925] / Medical Officer of Health, Bournemouth County Borough.

Contributors
Bournemouth (England). County Borough Council. nb2004301338

Publication/Creation
1925

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ykuSdxk4

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
















4

(2) Full enquiries have convinced me that
since the Census in 1921, the population has
increased by over 6,000; and I therefore estimate
the population to the middle of 1925 as 98,000. The
Registrar-General's estimate is 85,840, which must
be accepted for statistical purposes. FEven on this
latter basis, the ratio of the incidence of infectious
illness in Bournemouth during 1925 is very low.
It would be lower still if calculated on the basis of
a population of 98,000 which in my opinion is the
actual population of Bournemouth.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

(a) The Infantile Mortality during the five
vears has remained considerably lower than that of
the other large towns. This rate is the number of
' deaths of infants under twelve months per thousand
births. This Infantile Mortality has been :—

1921. 1922, 1923. 1924, 1925.
Bournemouth ... 75.1 56.6 59.8 449 527
Other large towns 87 82 72 80 79

A determining factor in the variation of this
mortality is still that of premature birth.

The Infantile Mortality throughout the country
has decreased very largely during the past twenty-
five years. Many causes have contributed to this
result, the influence in this generation of the
Elementary Education Aet of 1870; improved
economic conditions; and in more recent years the
trained instruction of mothers at the Welfare
Centres and in the homes by Municipal Health
Visitors, a work that has been ably supported by
Voluntary Workers who were the picneers of this
cducation effort in many places.

A decrease in birth-rate has been coincident
with the declining infantile mortality of the past
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The following table shows the birth rates for
the past ten years, calculated on the Rigistrar-
General's estimate of the population. It will be
noted that this is now taken as the basis of calcula-
tion whereas the birth rates in former reports were
calculated on the estimate of the population based
on the Census figures.

1916 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1928 1924 1925
160 124 124 118 168 154 188 180 181 184

Of the 1,189 births that actually occurred in the
County Bnmugh 1,158 were notified. Of these
nnhﬁcatmns 568 were made by doctors, 573 by mid-
wives and 17 by other persons.

(b) Infantile Mortality. Sixty-nine infants
died in Bournemouth during their first year of life.
Of these deaths 11 were transferred to other dis-
tricts. Three infant deaths occurring in other
areas were transferred fo Bournemouth, the num-
ber of infant deaths referred by the Registrar-
General to Bournemouth being therefore 61, mak-
ing an Infantile Mortality of 52.76.

Of the 61 infant deaths, 12 were certified as due
to premature birth and 5 to congenital malforma-
tions. No child under twelve months died from
any notifiable infectious disease.

The following table gives the rate of Infantile
Mortality for the past 10 vears:—

1916 1816 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1928 1924
941 G696 887 572 871 458 T5651 5566 598 449

Comparative Infantile Mortality. The Infantile
Mortality of the 105 County Boroughs and Great
Towns of England and Wales during the year was
79, aégl'lcmnpa.red with the figure of 52,76 for Bourne-
mouth.

(¢) Midwives Aet. During the year 31 mid-
wives notified their intention to praectise in Bourne-
mouth, 30 being trained and 1 untrained,
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During the year 59 Maternity patients and also
3 Ailing Infants were admitted into Municipal
beds in the General Hospital.

Table No. 4 (Ministry of Health).
MORTALITY—52.76.

INFANT

Net deaths from stated causes at various ages under
one year of age.

Causes of Death.

Under 1 week.

1-2 weeks.

2.8 weeks.

8-4 weeks.

Total under 4

weeks.
4 weeks and

5.6 months.
6-9 months.

under 8 m'ths.
0.12 months.

Total deaths
under 1 year.

Small-pox ...
Chicken-pox...
Measles
Scarlet Fever
Whooping Cough a2
Diphtheria and Croup...
Erysipelus ...
Tuberculous Mamngltls
Abdominal Tuberculosis
Other Tuberculous
Diseases ...
Meningitis (not Tuber-
culous) :
Convulsions ...
Laryngitis
Bronechitis ...
Pneumonia (all fnrma} |
Diarrhoea
Enteritis
Gastritis
Syphilie ...
Rickets Sl
Suffocation, nveﬂymg
Injury at birth
Atelectasis ..
Congenital Malformat-
joms . .. i
Premature birth :
Atrophy, Debility and;
Marasmus
Other causes..
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TUBERCULOSIS.

The work of your Tuberculosis Department
resolves itself into the following activities.

(a) Patients notified by medical practitioners
as suffering from Tuberculosis are medically
examined, and if found to be in the early stage of
the disease and therefore suitable for Sanatorium
treatment, are admitted into one of the Institutions
in which the Health Authority have provided beds.
Alfter this treatment, patients who have a relatively
good resistance to the disease may recover and
return to their former activities.

(b) Patients suffering from the disease in too
advanced a stage for Sanatorium treatment are
offered admission into the Firs Home, Bourne-
mouth.

(¢) Children, and also adult members of a
family that is known to be susceptible to the attack
of Tuberculosis are examined either at the Munici-

pal Dispensary or in their homes, and kept under
observation.

These children, even if they give no definite
signs of Tuberculosis, may be in delicate health;
and if they are so diagnosed, they may be sent for
three or six months to one of the Open-air Institu-
tions in which the Health Authority have provided
beds. They are examined ultimately at the Muni-
cipal Tuberculosis Dispensary by the Clinical
Tuberculosis Officer, Dr. D. A. Hutcheson, who
attends at the Dispensary on three sessions a week,
one for children and two for adults.

During the past five years the institution treat-
ment provided for Tuberculosis patients has been
increased. The number of patients so treated is as
follows :—

1921 1922 1923 1924 1925

125 99 100 115 124
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GENERAL INSPECTION OF
FOOD SUPPLIES.

IJulinL{ the year 5,221 visits have been made
to shops in the Hmml,t_{h for the inspection of Meat
and Food Supplies, and with regard to the cleanli-
ness of the premises and stores.

Periodical and regular inspections of the Meat
Supplies form an important part of the Food
Inspector’s duties, as shown by the appended
tables.

By arrangement with the retail traders, early
mﬂrnmg inspections of meat are made hefore the
meat is ** weighed in *’ by the butchers, in al! cases
where the carcases have been slaughtered o:tside
the Borough.

In April, 1925, the Public Health (Meat)
Regulations came into force and in accordance
with vour instructions the following circular letter
was sent to all meat purveyors, provision merchants
and tradesmen effected. Also at the invitation of
the Chamber of Trade, your Chief Sanitary Inspec-
tor read a paper and opened a discussion with the
various sections interested, with the view of arrang-
ing the most practicable method of compliance with
the Regulations.

The struetural alterations necessary to substi-
fute the open shop fronts with framed glass
windows made to open top and bottom have not
vet been generally adopted.  About 20 establish-
ments have done so during the year and from appli-
cations and enquiries received a number of trades-
men appear to be considering alterations before the
next summer.

At the end of the year the following circular
letter was considered hv vour Authoritv and sent

to all tradesmen interested in the Regulations. Ti
is only right to say that in most of the cases where
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structural alterations have not been carried out,
more care has been paid with regard to the expo-
sure of goods in the open shop fronts.

Town Hall,
Bournemouth,
March, 1925.

PUBLC HEALTH (MEAT) REGULATIONS, 1924.
Dear Sir (Madam),

In accordance with the suggestion of the
Ministry of Health the Local Authority of the
County Bomugh of Bournemouth hereby advise you
of the provisions of the above Regulations affecting
your trade and to require you will take the neces-
sary steps to comply with the same-

It is suggested, among other matters, that all
Butchers’ Shops be provided with windows which
should be movable, either of the shutter type or
made to slide upwards, so that the same may be
conveniently adjusted when there is a liability of
pollution by dust, etc. Movable glass panelled
shutters to doors may also be found necessary.

Similar provision should also be made in
Grocers’ and Provision Stores for the protection of
bacon, ete., which comes within the definition of
“ Meat.”” Where bacon in rasher form, sausages,
ete., are exhibited for sale, glass window cases or
counter cases with open backs sheuld be used, so
arranged that they can be periodically cleaned as
required. In the summer months the open backs
of cases can then be protected with muslin as a
preventive against flies.

These Regulations come into operation on the
First day of April, 1925, a copy of which can be
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SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS, 1875-1907.
In=pietor : Mr. W, D), CARTEI.

During the year, 405 samples of Food and
Drugs were obtained, of which number 305 samples
were purchased formally or *" taken =’ in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Acts and 100
samples were purchased informally and submitted
as ‘“ Test ’’ samples to the Analyst.

Of the formal samples, 21 (6.88 per cent.) and of
the unofficial 12 (12 per cent.) were adulterated,
whilst 26 (8.52 per cent.) of the officoal and 7 (7.0
per cent.) of the unofficial were of poor or doubtful
quality.

The propertion of adulterated samples was 8.14
per cent. and the poor or doubtful 8.14 per cent., as
compared with 5.75 per cent. adulterated and 9.5
per cent. poor or doubtful during 1924.

Tables showing the various articles analysed
during the year, with the results of the analyses,
will be found in the Public Analyst's Report, Tables
II. and III.

MILK.

One hundred and eleven samples of Milk
were officially purchased or taken and submitted to
the Publiec Analyst, who reported adversely upon
thirty-one of the samples.

Of the adulterated samples seven were deficient
in milk fat and seven contained added water, ete.

Forty-four samples were submitted to the

** Gerber Test ”” by your Inspector; the whole of the

samples were taken from cnnslﬂnments of milk in

course of delivery to dairy men in the town. Six
of these samples were adulterated.

For the detection of the poorer supplies, and
subsequent administration regarding them, these
examinations are of inereasing utility.
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Division oF Four-Beproomen Houvses,

Four such houses have been adapted so that
each may accommodate two families. Two o.
these are on the Southill and two on the Carbery
Estate. The tenant of each part-house is respon-
sible to the Corporation for one-half of the total rent
for the house.

SUB-TENANCIES.

On receipt of a written application from the
tenant, the Committee have granted permission to
sub-let to another family, provided that the sub-
tenancy includes a sitting room, a bedroom (with
a fireplace therein), joint use of scullery fittings,
bathroom and W.C. The sub-tenant is liable for
not more than half »f the rent and water rate, which
is paid direct to the superior tenant. At the end
of December, 1925, there were seventy-seven
approved sub-tenancies recorded in the Register.

Twenty-two houses have been so arranged with
separate doors leading into the sculleries to avoid

the tenants having to pass through each other’s
rooms.

Suesipy Housgs.

Three hundred and seventy-four subsidy
houses have now been completed and of these 347
have been inspected with the view of ascertaining
if the conditions under which the subsidy granted
by vour Authority have been carried out.

PouvrTry KEEPING, ETC.

On receipt of a2 written application from the
tenant or sub-tenant, the Committee has granted
permission to keep poultry, provided that the num-
ber kept does not at any time exceed eight and that
the height of the shed in which they are housed is
not more than five feet.






























