[Report 1909] / Medical Officer of Health, Bournemouth County Borough.

Contributors
Bournemouth (England). County Borough Council. nb2004301338

Publication/Creation
1909

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/w7fd8bzh

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







County Borough of Bournemouth.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

- MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

For the Year 1909.

i —

HearLTH DEPARTMENT,
BoroOUGH OFFICES,
BOURNEMOUTH.

Februaiy, 19ro.

TO THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL,
BOURNEMOUTH.

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report on
the health of the County Borough of Bournemouth for
the vear ending the 31st December, 1909,

POPULATION.

There are at the present time 14,691 houses erected
in the Borough of Bournemouth, and of these about
275 are unoccupied or in process of completion, If we
take 514 persons in each house as a standard, a popula-
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of such children from the class and thus preventing
them spreading the disease. If a case of diphtheria
has occurred in a school child the same supervision in
the class is carried out ; any child who has even slight
pharyngeal congestion is swabbed, and the finding of
the Klebs-L.oeftler bacillus in the culture is followed by
the exclusion and supervision of the child concerned.
In some cases swabbing of all the children in the class
1s carried out because a child attending that class has
been notified of the disease, irrespective of the existence
of any pharyngeal lesion in the children, and carrier
cases found in this way to be harbouring the Klebs-
Loeffler bacillus are excluded and supervised,

A notice is sent to the Education Secretary and
one to the parent when any child is thus excluded. If
the child is not notified by a medical practitioner as a
true case, and if the supervision has proved that the
child has not developed the disease, a notice is sent to
the Education Secretary and to the Head Teacher, when,
in the opinion of the School Medical Inspector, the
child may safely return to school.

In the exclusion mentioned considerable attention
was given to those children who were suffering from
otorrhea and rhinorhea. The infection of the two
diseases referred to lingers very long in these discharges.
An infected child with ear discharge was proved
definitely to have spread this disease to three other
children ; her diagnosis by the Medical Inspector was
followed by prompt exclusion and isolation, and no
other cases of disease have occurred in the school.

(b) NON-NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The information concerning the notifiable diseases
is full and accurate, for the primary information is
received from a medical practitioner, and moreover,
each case is fully investigated as to origin, etc., by an
experienced sanitary inspector,

Although these advantages are lacking in the case
of non-notifiable minor infectious diseases, it is found

B
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DIPHTHERIA.

During the year 123 cases of diphtheria were noti-
fied in the County Borough. Some of the cases were
of a very mild type, but their prompt isolation was
undertaken as a strict necessity for the protection of the
town against the spread of infection. No patient leaves
the Sanitary Hospital until two consecutive negative
swabs have been obtained, and in dealing with the
house and school contacts of the patients the practical
measure of swabbing is largely used. The further
administrative means employed in order to prevent the
spread of infection are briefly referred to under a later
heading, but it may be mentioned here that the good
effect of the prompt isolation of patients, and the care-
ful supervision of the centacts, together with the other
efficient means employed, is shown in the comparative
freedom of the County Borough from extensive infec-
tion, an effect which places Bournemouth in the front
rank of all the towns.

ENTERIC FEVER.

Nine cases of Enteric Fever were notified in the
County Borough during the year.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The total number of deaths due to notifiable disease
for the past five years was as follows :—

Small- Diph- Scarlet Puerparal Death
Year. pOX. therin. Fever. Typhold, Ery. Faver. Total. Rate,
1G05 o I5 I I I o 18 27
Igob 0 5 o 2 1 o 8 T
1907 o 7 I 2 I (] 11 ‘1§
1908 o 11 2 2 o I 16 22
1909 =] o] 3 o 4 I 17 21

The deaths from notifiable diseases remain very
low and afford conclusive testimony to the general
healthiness of the Borough,
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4.— REGISTERED WORKSHOPS.

Workshops on the Regiater (5. 131) at the end of the vear. Number

Bakehouses g 77
Dressmakers and Milliners 160
Tailors ... g1
Bootmakers, &c. 74
Laundries... 31
Builders and Carpenters b 53
Metal Workers 37
Cycle Builders 26
Cabinet Makers and Upholsterers 26
Coachbuilders 16
Kitchens of Restaurants, &c. 31
Watchmakers, &c. ... 12
Miscellaneous 58
5.—0OTHER MATTERS, 742

‘ Class, Number
Matlers notified to H M. Inspector of Factories :—

Failure to affix Abstract of the Factory and Work-

shop Act (s. 133) 53
Action taken in matters referred by H.M. Inspector
as remediable under the Public Health Acts, but
not under the Factory and Workshop Act (s. 5)—
Notified by H.M. Inspector 6
Reports (of actian taken) sent to H.M. Inspector 6
Other Notices to H.M. Inspector #e fixing of
Machinery on premises ... 4
Underground Bakehouses (5. 101) :—
Certificates granted during the year ... Nil
In use at the end of the year 7 7

From the foregoing report your Council will be
able to estimate that the County Borough has continued
to maintain its character as a healthy Municipality, and
that health which is sought, can be found by a resi-
dence in some portion of your extensive Borough.

I think I may claim, after 36 years' service in the
Borough, that the Sanitary Department in this town has
not been wanting or incapable of successfully securing
that the reputation of the Borough shall not suffer or
be menaced by any neglect on their part. May I here
bear my testimony to the spirit which animates the
whole Department, and secure for them in some degree,
your kindly appreciation. |

I remain, Gentlemen,

Yours obediently,

PHILIP W. G. NUNN,
Medical Officer of Health.
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COUNTY BOROUGH OF BOURNEMOUTH.

SANITARY INSPECTOR'S DEPARTMENT,
March 1st, 1g10.

TO THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL,
COUNTY BOROUGH OF BOURNEMOUTH.

MR. MAYOR AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit for your consideration
the Annual Report of works carried out by this
Department for the year 190q.

Two important changes have taken place during the
year in the administrative work of the Department,
viz. : the co-ordination of the Health and Educational
Authorities, which should secure more thorough super-
vision of the health conditions affecting the children
attending the Elementary Schools, and secondly, the
reorganization of the duties relating to the Inspection

of the Food Supplies of the Borough, which are as
follows :(—

A special Inspector has been appointed to act as
the executive officer under the Food and Drugs Act,
under directions received from, and as the Deputy of
the Chief Inspector, the latter to act in co-operation
and consultation from time to time with the Medical
Ofhcer and his Assistant,

The District Sanitary Inspectors to be responsible
for the general supervision of the Food Supplies, and
premises used for the sale of perishable articles of Food
as required by the sections of the Public Health
Acts under the direction of the Chief Inspector,
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since your Authority arranged for the regular and
systematic cleansing of such premises which are
accessible to the general public.

The arrangements made have proved to be satis-
factory both to the Hotel Proprietors and the general
public, and also saved your Authority a considerable
outlay.

Another important sanitary improvement has been
effected by continuing out to sea the storm water over-
flow in the Alum Chine

This improvement will remove the cause of com-
plaints from persons frequenting this naturally beautiful
and popular Chine.

A special inspection has been made of the 57 Hair-
dressers’ and Barbers' Saloons throughout the Borough,
with the view of bringing the same up to a more
uniform standard of sanitation.

It is with much pleasure I am now able to report
that this object has been attained in every instance.

The Owners and Proprietors at once willingly
complied with the Preliminary Reports sent under your
Authority in a most generous spirit, although, in some
cases, it entailed considerable expense.

A Special Report was presented to your Authority
in November last as to the unsatisfactory and insanitary
condition of many of the private Right-of-Ways and
Back Roads in the Borough.

These premises not being repairable by your
Authority receive but little attention from the owners
or occupiers, either as to re-metalling, scavenging, or
drainage ; the consequence is, the surface soil becomes
polluted from collection of general refuse, stagnant
mud, and surface water. Such premises not only con-
stitute a danger to health to the occupants of houses
abutting, arising from the stagnant mud and refuse in
wet weather, and from the injurious dust in dry
weather, but also reflect adversely on the general
appearance and cleanliness of our Borough.
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During the year 2,054 inspections have been made,
and 117 notices have been served.

In one workshop, in which more than 4o hands
were employed, structural alterations were carried out
ander advice of the Captain of the Fire Brigade and
your Inspector, in order to provide additional means of
escape in case of fire.

The question of framing Bye-laws for the more
efficient provision of Fire Escape in case of Workshop
and Workplaces situate on and above the first storey of
premises is receiving the attention of your Sanitary
Committee.

The following is the list of workshops on the register
at the end of the year, classified according to trade,
and showing the number of rooms occupied : —

Premises Rooms
Trade. Registered. Occupied.

Bakehouses S A 81
Dressmakers and Milliners ... 160 250
Tailors SOy 114
Bootmakers and Saddlers rh AT 76
Laundries ... sl S 189
Carpenters and Builders i e 78
Cabinet-makers and Upholsterers 26 30
Coachbuilders L e () 2
Watchmakers, etc. ... o 1 19
Kitchens of Restaurants, ete. ... 31 31
Metal Workers, etc. ... e o 5T 41
Cycle-builders and Motor Works 26 27
Miscellaneous il L0 68

Total ave . 742 1050

During the past few vears a number of the
occupiers of workshops have had mechanical power
installed on their premises.

In many instances the power merely consists of a
small electric motor fixed to a wall in the workroom.

The fact of there being mechanical power on the
premises converts the workshop into a factory.
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KITCHENS OF RESTAURANTS, &c.

These premises have been regularly inspected-
during the year, and in three instances it was found
necessary to serve notices requiring the abatement of
nuisances.

In making these inspections, special attention has
been given to the cleanliness of the larders, tables, and
cooking utensils, and these have been found to be ver
satisfactory. -

HOMEWORK.

During the year 73 lists containing the addresses
of 320 “ Outworkers " have been received.

Twenty-eight of these addresses werc outside of
the Borough, and the usual particulars were sent to the
Authorities of the District in which the work was done.

Four addresses were received from outside
Authorities.

285 visits were made to outworkers’ premises, and
in only five instances was it found necessary to serve
notices for the cleansing of the premises, and in one
case for the abatement of a nuisance arising from a
defective w.c.

Three employers of outworkers failed to send in
their List of Outworkers at the specified time.

In each case a letter of warning was sent, under
your Authority, and the requirements were sub-
sequently complied with.

Six cases of infectious disease occurred in out-
workers' premises.

Each case was immediately removed to the
Sanitary Hospital, and the workrooms, clothing, and
articles in process of being made were subjected to the
usual disinfection by your Disinfector.

SHOP HOURS ACT, 1892-189s5.

The object of this Act is to prevent the employ-
ment of “ young persons " (under the age of 18 years)
for more than 74 hours, including meal hours, in one
week.
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Special visits were also made to the hairdressers’
premises during the year, but in no case were children
found employed after the legal time.

During the year five copies of licenses granted
under the Prevention of Cruelty to Children Act, 1904,
for children to take part in public entertainments, have
been received, and on each occasion the place of enter-
tainment was visited and the condition of the license
enforced.

In one instance it was considered necessary to ask
the Medical Officer of Health to examine three boys
giving a gymnastic performance.

Written notice was given to the person in charge
to allow longer breathing time between the movements,
one of the boys being a “ bad breather.”

During the past six months a joint Committee of
your Educational and Sanitary Committees have been
engaged in drafting very complete Bye-laws relating to
the Employment of Children.

These Bye-laws were formally adopted by your
Authority at their last Council meeting, and are now

only awaiting the approval of the Local Government
Board.

By this adoption it will be possible to efficiently
control the duties under this Act, and the result will, it
is hoped, be more satisfactory, both to the Employers
and the Children.

SMOKE NUISANCES.

During the year eleven general inspections of the
Borough have been made with the view of detecting
any nuisance arising from black smoke, and in 22
instances observations of 60 minutes duration have been
made of special premises.

In no case has it been found necessary to take
formal action, but letters of warning were sent in five
instances.
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SHOP INSPECTION,

During the year 2,431 visits were made to shops in
the Borough in respect to cleanliness of premises,
stores, &c., and the following articles of food were de-
stroyed as unsound and unﬁt for human consumption.

Meat 1,261 lbs.
Ermir™ i 1 1b., and 2 parcels
Nuts s 120 lbs.
Chickens 82
Turkeys ... 4
SLAUGHTERHOUSES.

There are nine slaughterhouses in the Borough, and
297 inspections have been made ; the regulations as to
periodical limewashing enforced, nine notices as to this
limewashing having been serv ed.

In four instances it was found necessary for your
Inspector to take action for the abatement of nuisances.

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND vaILK SHOPS
ORDERS.

463 Inspections have been made of the Cowsheds,
Dairies and Milk Purveyors in the Borough, and the
regulations relating to cleanliness, limewashing and
general sanitation have been enforced.

Improvements have been carried out at one dairy,
and two new premises have been erected ; also four new
milkshops have been opened during the year. The
half-yearly limewashing of premises has in every in-
stance been carried out after notice given by your
Inspector.

FRIED FISH SHOPS.

There are now 12 of these shops in the Borough,
and, from time to time, inspections have been made as
to the cleanliness of premises, soundness of fish supplies
and ingredients used in the trade,
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The premises in both instances have been kept
in clean and satisfactory condition, and no case of
infectious disease has been notified.

The general supervision of these premises are
under the control of the Police.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

During the year 392 reports, as per undermentioned
Table, have been made to the Medical Officer of
Health as to infectious cases notified.

The drainage and sanitary arrangements of the
premises have been examined and tested, and 193
preliminary notices have been served on the owners
and occupiers for the abatement of nuisances ascer-

tained.

These notices have in all cases been complied with
satisfactorily.

The house drainage and sewers have also been
flushed and disinfected where necessary.

In cases nursed at home the District Inspector
leaves a pamphlet form of suggestions at the house,
giving particulars as to nursing, disinfection, penalties,
etc.

REPORTS OF INFECTIOUS CASES.

tE o

TR B L ST A

] ] = = =
Scarlet Fever 47 5z =23 g6 218
Diphtheria 48 14 g b 1Ty
Typhoid Fever 5 2 2 R
Erysipelas AR ac 116, 530
Puerperal Fever 2 — I 3 6
Continued Fever L ASHES e I I
Totals reported 110 79 39 164 392
Houses with defects ascertained 65 ‘@0 1 9 193

I herewith append list of works carried out for the
disinfection of premises, clothing, etc.
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In July last a special inspection was made of the
Winton District to ascertain the number of houses
where the drainage had not been connected to the
public sewers.

Eighty-two properties were found to be without
proper and sufficient drainage for the disposal of waste
water, etc., the old-fashioned pail closets and privy
vaults still being in use.

In 68 instances the houses were still provided with
cesspool disposal.

A full report was presented to your Authority, and it
was resolved that three months’ formal notices be
served on each of the owners of the properties where
pail closets and privy vaults were n use to provide
proper and sufhcient drainage, in accordance with
Section 23, Public Health Act, :1875.

It is satisfactory to report that the notices at the
time of writing this report have all been complied with
excepting five. These are, however, in hard, and will
probably be completed before your next meeting.

Of the 68 remaining houses with cesspool drainage,
23 of which have since been drained, your Authority
thought fit to allow the system to remain for the
present, as no nuisance exists, and to make a charge of
1os. per load for the emptying of the cesspools.

During the latter part of the year the following
roads have been sewered, and in 43 instances the
owners of properties have already (without request) con-
nected their house drains to the new sewers and caused
the cesspools to be filled 1n.

Preliminary notices are now being served at the
remaining houses, and it is hoped the owners will
respond to the request to re-drain their premises and so
save the charge of 1os. per load (previously mentioned)
for the emptying of the cesspools.
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are sewered, it will then be necessary to deal with the
whole of this District. ~The names of these by-roads
are : Parley Road, Nursery Road (2nd section), Winston
Road, Rose Gardens, McWilliam Road and Clarkson
Road, comprising about 160 houses, including the
undrained houses in Malvern Road. The majority of
these houses have large gardens and the closet accom-
modation is the ordinary pail closet.

POKESDOWN & SOUTHBOURNE.

New sewers have been constructed for the Alex-
andra Road, Upper Haviland Road Terrace, Hillbrow
Estate, Stourfield Estate and Crescent Road.

PUBLIC MORTUARY.

The Public Mortuary built at the Central Depot,
was opened on March 28th, 1907.

There are three separate buildings, comprising the
Coroner’s Court, Mortuary and Post-Mortem Room, all
of which are fitted with the latest and most up-to-date
arrangements. The general supervision of the premises
is under the control of this Department, and printed
Regulations as to the general management have been
drawn up by your Sanitary Committee and sent to all
the Medical men and Undertakers in the Borough.

From January 1st, 1909, to December 31st, 1909, the
total number of Inquests was 52 and Post-Mortems 35.

The total cost as to working expenses for the year
1909, so far as this Department is concerned, is as
follows *—

£ s d
Proportion of Attendants’ wages for daily cleansing ... 10 8 o
Attendance at Inquests and P.M.s R s
Gas from December 1gth,1908, to December 1gth, 1909,
including meter rent ... 18 3
Disinfectants, Soap, etc. 12 1
Laundry 7 1
A3e o §

Fees received for private use of Mortuary and attendance 2 3 6

N.B.—-The water supply for the Mortuary, etc., is taken from the
main supplying the Central Depot and is not separately charged.






Statement of Receipts from Public Conveniences from December, 1908, to December, 1909.
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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

PUBLIC ANALYST

For the Year ending 31st December, 1909.

TO THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL,
BOURNEMOU I'H.

GENTLEMEN,—

In presenting my report upon the samples of Food
and Drugs analysed by me during the year 19og, I have
the great satisfaction of being able to state that the past
year has shown the smallest proportion of adulteration
which I have yet had to record.

The total number of samples was 363, being a de-
crease of 37 upon the past three years; of these 277 were
officially taken under the provisions of the Food and
Drugs Acts and 86 were unofficial samples. Of the
official samples 12 proved to be adulterated or deficient
in some essential constituent, and 38 were of poor or
doubtful quality, whilst of the unofficial samples seven
were adulterated or deficient, and seven of poor or doubt-
ful quality, the percentages of the whole being—adul-
terated 524 per cent.,, poor or doubtful 124 per cent.
These results are compared with those of former years
in the following table :—
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