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BOSTON PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY.

AWNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
YEAR ENDED 31st. DECEMBER, 1951.

To : The Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses
of the Borough of Boston,

being the Boston Port Health Authority, as constituted
by the Boston Port Orders, 1933 and 1939.

Mr. Mayocr, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you my Annual
Report on the Health Administration of the Port of Boston
during the year ended 31lst. December, 1951. The Report
has been compiled in accordance with the requirements of
Memorandum 302/5.A. of the Ministry of Health,

During the ysar the trade of the Port continued
to be very brisk and there were satisfactory increases 1n
the amount of both foreign and coaatwise shipping. A n
result a total of B0l vessels entered the Dock sz comparad
with 708 in 1950. The nature of the eargo traffic _
continued to be much the same as in previous years, whilst
there were alac only a few alterations in the 1list of
foraign ports from which vesscls arrived.

Az will be seen from a perusal of the Report,the
Health Administration eontinues to funetion in a satlisfactory
manner, and in this respeet it is gratifying to report that
there were again no diseases of an iInfectious nature.

In conclusion I should like to take this
opportunity of expressing my thanks to all concerned for
the co=operation and asslstance they have given me
throughout the year. ;
I sm, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

4éﬂiiiidﬂféh.

Port Medical Officer of Health.

Publie Health Department,
8, Bridge Street,
BOSTON, [Linca.

MARCH, 1952. I
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TABIE A.
1. ANOUNT OF SHIPPING ENTERING THE PORT DURIIG THE YEAR.
' I
Humber
inspected. ;
Number |famber of | Number of |Numbear of
T | reparted, wessels |wssels on |vessels
Num-| Tonn- [By the |By ho | to pe |on which [unich defocts|reported as
or.| age. |Modical SIMLLATY | defoct-defocts jwere found having, or
ﬂﬁ‘ir?“r.*‘“m“t““ ive.| wore and reported |having had,
.,E;,?lt}ﬁ remedied. | o Ministry [during the
T of Trenaport | voyage
Surveyors. |Infectious
ldisease on
board.
%ﬁﬁteamers b9 | 32,885 15 a1 10 o Nil Wil
~ “lotor 425 |63,721| 30 76 15 g Hil Nil
£ Sailing |Wil | Wil - - = - - -
S Fishing [Nil | Wil = - = z 2 &
Total
Foreign |[484 |96,646 45 107 25 12 Nil Wil
]
5 Steamers| 50 9,066 | Nil 3 Hil Nil il il
®yotor 267 |33,333 14 22 w L N1l Nil
B
& Sailing |Wil | Wil = - < = = =
8 Fishing |Nil | Wil - - - - = E
=
Total
Coastwise | 5317 42,388 | 14 25 T 7 | Nil I Wil
Total
Forei -
g B |s01 139,045 | 59 132 32 25 Nil Wil
Coastedas |
*

Includes mechanically propelled veasels other than steamers.




I1. CHARACTER AND TRADE OF PORT.

TABIE B.

(a) Passenger Traffiec during the year.

o, of Passongers |lst. Class | 2nd. Glass| Cabin Trmna~migrantJ
Inwards Nil N1l 106 Bit
Cutwards Hil Wil B3 Hil

(b) Cargo Traffic.

The Prineipal Imports are :-

Grain Telegraph Folcs Fruit & Vecgetables Basle Slag
Deals Flour & Feeding Stuffs Petroleum

Battens & Boards TPotatoes Bulbs

Sleepers Fertilisers Papar

The Prinoaipal Exporta are :-

Grain Potatoes Coal
Sngar Fireclay General Continental Goods.

{e) PForeign Ports from which vessels arrive.

Finland. Sweden. Holland. Germany . Canada.
iho Gel 1o Coll jnaplant remen Digby (H.S.)
finmina Gothenburg Due Bommel Hamburg
liango Kalix Haarlingen Eire.
flnukipudas  ¥prlshamn Hanaweart Horway » Cork
Holsinki Kopmanholmen Maasluils Irendal
Jacobstad Horrkoping Middleharnis Christiansund Corsica.
Knsko Norrsundaot Rotterdam Porsgrunn Ajacelo
Kemi Ortvilen 5t. Anna Land
Kotka Skutskar Zierikzes Belgium.
Kristinestad stugsund ﬁnEEﬂrp

Lapaluoto Sundsvall Franes. Ghent

Loviso Viaby an&nna
lantyluoto Bordeaux Russia.
Rasohe Spain. Rochefort Archangel
Rafso Almerin Roacoff Me sane
guumo Burrlana Rouen

ornas Carthagena Treport Egypt.
Toppila vulencgz R Aﬁaxandrin
Ulcaborg

Medlecnl Inspection of Allsns.

The Port of Boston is not an approved port, under the Allens
Order, 1920, for the landing of aliens.

III. WATER SUPPL¥.

1. Sourece of Supply.
Water Is supplied, both to the Port and to shipping, from the
moins of the Boston Corporatlion Water Undertaking.

2. Hydrants and Hosepipes. Frecautions taken against contamination.

AI1 such T{EEEnga are properly housed In protective boxes Go

prevent contomination. All receive constant flushing by regular
use, and are generally maintained in a satisfactory condition.

3+ Water Boats.
There are no woter boats in the Port.




2.

S

4.

S

6.

T

IV. PORT HEALTH BEGULATIONS, 1933 and 1945.

Arrangements for dealing with Declarations of Health :-

H+M. Customs and all shipping agents are igsusd by the
Publie Health Department with supplies of prescribed forma, whiech,
after completion, are returnocd to the #edical O0fficer of Health.

Boarding of Vessels on frrival ;-

All infected or suspected vessels are boarded by the Medical
Offlcer of Health, sither at the Pilot S5loop or at the Landing Stage
immediately outsids the Dock Gates. This of course depends upon
the type of disease or other conditions to be dealt with.

Notlficatlen teo fhe Authority of inward wessels reaoulring special
attention. (Wireless messages, land signal stat.ons, information
from pilota, Customs OIfilcers, eLtC.) :-

Bach week, detailed lists of infected porta are extracted from
the Minlstry of Health Weekly Record, and forwarded to the Port
Manager, the Pilot Master and H.M. Cusboms for tne information of
Pilots and other Offleers concerned, Arrangements are in forcs
for immediate notiflication to be given to the Medical Officer of
Health of any vessels requiring special attention.

Cemmunication by radlo telephone iz available between the
Dock Master's Office, Lock Head, and the Pilot Boarding Station,
which 13 situated in the Wash, five miles from Fort.

The telegraphic address : "Port-helth, Boston" is registered
with the General Fost 0Office,

Mooring Stations designated under Article 10 :-

(2) Within the Docks : The wacant berth in Boston Dock.

(b) Outside the Docks : The Quarantine Station - "Clay Hole".
o

Particulars of any Stonding Exemptions from the Provisions of
Article 14 :-

Nil.

Experience of working Article 16 :-

It has not been necessary during the year 1951 to take any
action to restrict boarding or leaving ships.

What, if any, arrencements have been made for :-

() Premises and Waiting Rooms for Medical Examination :

There are no asrrangements in existence, or in my opinion
necessary. Having regard to the type of shipping using the Dock,
I am satlsfied that medical examinations ean most conveniently be
carried out on board ships.

(b) Cleansing and Disinfection of Ships, Persons and GClothing
ar othar articles ¢ !

Arrangements in existenee provide for disinfection of infected
quarters undor the supervision. of the Port Sanitary Officer.

During the year facilities for the disinfection of bedding,
ete., continuedto be available at the Boston Isolation Hospital and
Sanatorium, but in 1952 it is proposed to bring into operation a
Disinfecting Station equipped with a chemical disinfector.




Te

B.

9.

10.

{Continued)

(e) Premisea for the Temporary Accommodation of Persons for
whom such Accommodstion 1s reguired for the rurposes of
the Hegulations :

Such accommodation is available at the Boaston Isolation
Hospital and Ssnatorium.

(d) Hospital Accommodation available for Flague, Cholera,
Yellow Fever, omollpox and ooher Inlectious Discoses !

Cases cccurrlng under this heading are sent to Laceby
Hoapital,

(e) Ambulance Transport :

A motor ambulance ia provided by the Holland County Council.

(f) Supervision of Contacts :

All contacts are interrogated personally, and are fully
informed as to their obligations. At the some time a note 1s
teken of the address to which sach is proceeding, and if thia is
situated outside the aresa of the Authority, prompt notification
of the fact ia given to the Local Authority concerned. A supply
of pre-paild printed post-cards is available, and one 1s 1ssued In
every case to enable the Port Medical Offlcer to be notified
any change of address. :

Arrongements for the Bacteriological or Fathological Examination
of Hags for rlaguc -

Such examinations are srroanged through the Public Health
Laboratory Service of the Mediecal Research Council.

Arrangements for other Bacteriological or Pathological Exoaminations :-

Satiafactory arrangements are In existence for such
examinationa to be carried out at selther of the wndermentioned
Loborateoricas :-

(a) The Public Hezlth Laboratory, Lincoln.

(Directed by the Medical Research Council for the
Minlatry of Health).

{(b) The Loberatory, Boston Group Hospltal Management
Commlttee, General Hospital, South End, Boston.

Information as to the Location, days and hoursa of the available

facilitics for the Diagnosis and Treatment of Venereal Dilssase
among Merchant Seamen under International arrangements, Including

In-patient Treatment: also as to the steps taken to make these
Tach!EIas knownto Seoamen :-

Arrangements for the dlagnosis and treatment of venereal
disease are administered by the Boston Group Hospital Management
Committee of the Sheffield Reglonnl Hospital Board.

Qut-patient Treatment is available at the €linic, London
Road Hospitnl, Boston, which is within convenient reach of the
Port., The fixed times of the clinic are as follows :=-

Tuﬂ&d-.ﬂ:,l"ﬂ - e w " 2,30 Pale to 3.30 Pallls
ﬂnd 4.50 p-lﬂa t-l'J 5'50 pqmq

If necessary special appolntments are made for seamen unable
to attend the fixed clinies.
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(Continued)

Tn-paticnt Treatment caon be arrenged if necessary, such
cases being dealt with by the Grimsby Hospital Management
Committee.

In corder to acquaint seamen with all details of facilities
available to them, suitable posters are displayed in various parts

of the Dock premiscs. The information is =lso brought to the
notice of maszters of wvessels in the course of Ilnspsctions.

Arrangements for the Infterment of Dead :-

Satisfactory arrangements con be made for the interment of
dead at the Boston Corporatlon Cemetery.

other matters, if any, requiring or recelving Attention :

Therc are no items to report under this heading.

e e e

TABLE C,
Cases of Infectious Siclmness landed from Vessels.
Ho. of Gasea during
the year 1951. Ho. of Vessels Areroage no. of
Discase. Cases for Pre-
concerned vigus 5 years.
Faossengers Craw
Hil Wil Wil il Nil
TABLE D,

Cases of Infectious Sickness ocecurring on Vessels during
the voyage, but dlaposed of prior to Arrival.

No. of Cnses during

the year 1951. Average no. of

Cases for Pre-
vious 5 years.

Nos of Veasels

Disense. concorned.

Passengers Crew

Nil Nil Nil mil Hil

Mo cases of Plague, Cholera, Yellow Fever, Smallpox or
Typhus occurred during the year 1951 and no plague infected rats
were dlascoversd; ncither dild any outbreak of Malaria occur on

an arriving ship.

- e e A e e
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V. MEASURES AGAINST RODENTS.

Steps taken for Detection of Rodent Plague :-

(a) In Ships in the Port :

Inspections are carried out by the Port Sanitary Offlcer.

(b) On Quays, Wharves, Warehouscs, &C., in the vicinity
0 6 Port & ;

The Boston Port Health fumthority is responsible for the
administration of the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1948,
within the area. 411 premises are subject to fraguant Inspectlon
by tha Fort Sanitary 0fflcer.

Measures taken to prevent the Passage of Rats between Ships and

the Z2hore :-

Masters of ships which are suspected of being rat-infested
are instructed to provide "mushrooms"™ on their ropes and to taks
a2ll precautions possible to prevent passage of rats from ship to
shore .

Maethods of Deratlsation of :-

ta) Ships :

The normal method is trapping. Poisoning is occaslionally
usad and if infestation ls so heavy a3 to warrant immediate
fumlgotlon, arrangements are made through fumigation contractors
at Grimsby. Az Boston 18 not an approved Port for the lasue of
Deratisation Certificates it hns not been conslidered necessary
to make any other arrangements for the complete fumigation of
ships.

(b) Premises in the Vieinity of Docks or Quays 3

Under the genernl dirsction of the Port Sanitary Officer
all such premises are kept under constant surveillance by the
Authority's Rodent O0fficer. Precbalting is carried ocubt at regular
and frequent Intervals and is followed by any other neccssary
action.

Measures taken for the Detection of Rat Prevalence in Ships and

on Shore :-

(a) The Port Sanitary O0fficer carries out examinations of
shipa, alsc of the Doeck arasa.

(b) The Authority's Rodent Officer carries out frequent
routine surveys of the Doecl area.

Rat=proofing :-

(o) Te what extent are Docks, Wharvea and Warehouses, &c.,
RKat Proof ?

The Fruit Shed (South side) ia of iron eonstruction with a
conerete floor, whilst the general merchandise warehouses on the
Worth szide of the Dock zre of concrete.

(b) Action token to extend Rat=proofing :

1. In Ships, any work found to be necessary iz ecarried out
under the supervision of the FPort Sanlitory O0fficer.

ii, On Shore, the oxisting bulldings are of satlsfactory
constructTon and arc maintained in a rat-proof condition.




EgTs DESTROYED DURING THE YEAR 19E51.
TABIE K.
(1) On Vesszels.

Total
Mumber of Hata. an | Feb! llar Aprany Jun fdul| fug| Sep|Oct| Nov| Dec| in
Yeap,
Elaﬂ'k - W - . = [ P — - -— - - - - - - - I‘Iil
BI"{}W - m ow - .o = — E 5 1 E =3 = F:' — — = l"l}
opecies not recorded - - - - - - = = = = = = Hil
Examined e - - - - - = & = = o " = il
Infected with Plague!- = = = c - - = = - | - = Nil
TABRLE .
(2) In Docks, Quayz, Wherves and Warehouses,
| I Total
Number of Rata. Jan | Peb| Mer | Apr | May | Jun! Jul| Aug| Sep| Oct| Nov| Dee| in
Year,
Blﬂ-ck v ew e w = o, = = 2 - - - - - - = E-&
Brown Wl e & |10 - g |16 8 - | 15 g 127 - - QGE
spaciess not recorded - - - = = = = - - - = = Wil
Examined s - - - - 2 - - - - = = = o
Infected with Flague| - - - - |Nil| - - - - - - = { Wil

® These flgures relate to bodies recoversd. It is estimated
that as a result of poisoning a further 455 rats were killed during

the year.
TABIE G.

Measures of Rat Destruction on Flague "infected" or "suspected" Vessels

or Vessels from Plaogue infected Ports arriving in the Fort

during the ¥Year.

Total Humber of such Vessels arriving Nil
(1)
Humber of such Vaesscls fumipgnted by S02 .
Humb o
umber of Rata Lkilled iy nil
Number of such Vessels fumigated by HCN 7
(4) Nil
Humber of Rots killed o
(5) i1
Humber of such Vesscls on which trapping, polsoning, &c., d
were employed il
(6)
Humbe
r of Rats killed ey Nil
ﬂumhar aua? gGﬂBEIs on which measures of Rat Destruction
wWars nn earrie (8) Hil

o




TABLE H. i

Deratisation Certificaotes and Deratigation Exemptlon Certificates i1ssusd
during tha year.

Thiszs teblc 1s inappllecable as Boston 1s not an approved Port.
Thras aships were found to have out-of-date certifiecates and their
Masters were instructed to renew them as soon as possible. Where their

next port of call was an Approved Port in England the Port anlth
fmthority was warned of their estimated time of arrival.

VI, HYGIENE OF CREWS' SPACES.
TABIE J,

Classification of Wulsances.

Structural |Dirt, vermin|
Hationality Hurber inspected | Defects of Defects and other
of Vessel. during the year. original through conditions
i construction. | wear and prejudicial
tear. to health. |-
British 28 HNil 2 5
Other Nations 104 4 11 18

VII. FOOD INSPECTION.

1. Action taken under the Public¢ Health (Imported Food) Regulatiﬂus, 'f:
1837, the Publice Hoalth (Imported Milk) Regulations, 1926, and the
Publie Henlth (Preservatives, &c., in Food?uﬁegulatinns, 1985 to
1940 :-

The prineipal food imports were grain, flour, feeding atuffa,
potatoes, onions, tomatces and pears.,

No aection under the above Regulations was necessary during
the year but several tons of onions and amall guantities of peara
were voluntarily surrendered for condesmmation.

ZiA Shell=figh :-

There nre Hussel and Cookle Beds within the Area of the
Port Health Authority in the Wash. These are pericdically
inspected, and samples of the shell-fish are token for analysis.

No action wons necessary during the year 1951, either under

the Publie Health (Shell-fish) Regulations, 1934, or the Food and
Drugs fAet, 1938.

3. Number of Samples of Food examined by :-

(a) Bacteriologist iie wss wss e«xs Hils
{h} fmnlﬁ_ﬂ-t - e #a T . s sse HN1L.

= e




